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THE SPECIAL COMMISSION. 



ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICB. 
Monday, Ogtobeb 22. 

{Befofte the Right Honourable Sir J. HAimxK, Mr. 
Jdbticb Day, and Mr. Jrsncs A. L. Smitb, CommU^ 

BiOMTi.) 

The first sitting (except for prelizniDary applica- 
tions) of the Special Commission appointed by 
the Special Commission Act, 1888 (51 and 52 Viet., 
cap. 35), was held to-day in No. 1 Probate Court of the 
Boyal Courts of Justice. 

The Special Commission Act, which was passed 
daring the first part of the present Session, is aa 
follows : — 

An Act to constitote a Special Commission 
to inquire into the charges and allegations made 
against certain members of Parliament and other persons 
by the defendants in the zecent trial of an action 
entitled '* O'Donnell v. Walter and another." (13tb 
August, 1888.) 

Whereas charges and allegations have been mado 

against certain members of Parliament and other 
persons by the defendants in the course of the proceed- 
ings in an action entitled '* O'Donnell versus Walter 
and another," and it is expedient that a Special Com- 
missicn should be appointed to inquire into the truth 
of those charges and allegations, and should have such 
powers as may be necessary for the effectual conduct- 
ing of the inquiry : 

Be it therefore enacted bv the Queen's most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent 

1-2 



fA ih^ liQids Smiitnal and Tempozal, and OommonSf, 
t^ thiB ptesent Parliament asbembled, aad by the 
stitboril^ of the same, as follows : — 

1. — (1; dQie three persons hereinafter mentioned — 
namely, the Bight Honourable Sir James Hannen, the 
Honourable Sir John Charles Day, and the Honourable 
^ix Archibald licvin Smith, are hereby api>ointed Com- 
missioners for the parposes of this Act» and are in this 
/bst referred to as the Commissioners. 

(2) The Commissioners shall inquire into and 
report ujion the charges and allegations made against 
obtain members of jParliament and other persons in 
th^ course of Uie j^ceedings in an action entitled 
*< OTDonnell versus Walter and another." 

%k^l) tthe Commissioners shall, for the purposes 
ol the. injoiiry under this Act, have, in addition to the 
Eqaecimi fimetB hereinafter provided, all such powers, 
nebts, and privileges as are vested in Her Majesty's 
fi%h Court of Justice, Or in anv Judge thereof, on 
me Occasion of ftny action, including all powers, 
rights, and privileges in respect of the following 
nki^tii&w i-^ 

(L) the enforeing the attendance of witnesses and 
examining them on oath, animation, or promise and 
declsntion « and 

Clio the comt>eiling the production of documents ; 

(iii.) the punishing pereons guilty of contempt ; 

(iv«} the issue of a commission or request to 
ezamme witnesses abroad ; 

and a summons signed by one or more of the Com- 
missioners may be substituted f Or« and sh&Il be equi- 
valent to, any form of process capable of bein^ issued 
ii( ft^y action for enforcii^ the attendance of witnesses 
or compelling the production of documents. 

(2) A Warrant of committal to prison issued for 
the purpose of enforcing the powers conferred by this 
section shall be signed b^ one or more of the Com- 
missioners, and shall specify the prison to which the 
offender is to be committed. 

J 3) The dommissioners may, if they think fit, 
ler that any document or documents in the 
possession of any paity appearing at the inquiry shall 
be produced for the ijispection of any other such 
parl^i 
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3. If any petaan, h»Tiog been seryed with ■ 
smnmons nuder this Act, shall fail to appear aaoot^ 
ing to the tenoar of such 8ammon8« the CJommi wi OTWiim 
shall have power to issue a warrant for the arrest of 
such person. 

4. Any person sammaned to attend before the 
said Commissioners who shall refuse, neglect, or fail 
to attend in pursuance of any summons, shall« notwith* 
standing the dissolution of the < commission, be liable to 
punishmtsnt for contempt of the High Court of Justleot 
on the motion of any person who has appeared at the 
inquiry before such Commissioners. 

6. A warrant or order for the arrest, detention, 
or imprisonment of a person for contempt of the 
Commissioners shall, notwithstanding the Special 
Commission is dissolved or otherwise deteraoined, bo 
and remain as valid and effectual in all respects as if 
the Special Commission were not so dissolved or other- 
wise determined, and upon such dissolution or de- 
termination all the i>ower6, rights, and privileges of 
the Commissioners with respect to such warrant or 
order, and to a person arrested, detained, or im« 
prisoned, or to be arrested, detained, or imprisoned by 
virtue thereof, shall devolve upon and be exercised 
by the Queen's Bench Division of the High Court of 
Justice or a Judge thereof ; and such contempt^ and ^ 
proceeding with respect thereto, shall not be m any- 
wise affected by such dissolution or determindtion of 
the Special Commission. 

6. The persons implicated in the said charges and 
allegations, the parties to the said action, and any 
person authorized by the Commissioners may appear 
at the inquiry, and any person so appearing mav be 
represented by counsel or solicitor practising in Great 
Britain or Ireland; Where it shall appear to the 
Commissioners that any person affected by any of the 
said chaises or allegations is at any time during the 
holding of the said inquiry detained or imprisoned, the 
Commissioners may order the attendance of such 
person at such inquiry in such manner, for such time, 
and subject to such conditions as regards bail, or others 
wise, as to the Commissioners may seem fit. 

7. The Commissioners shall have power, if they 
think fit, to make reports from time to time. 

8. Every person who, on examination on oath, 
affirmation, or promise and declaration under this Aot. 



^(ilfully gives false evidence, sball be liable to ilie 
peDftlties for perjary. 

9. Any person examined as a witness under this Act 
before the Commissioners, or under a oonmiission to 
examine witnesses abroad, may be cross-examined on 
behalf of any other person appearing before the Com- 
missioners. A witness examined ander this Act shall 
|M>t be excused from answering any question put to him 
on the ground of any privilege, or on the ground tiia^ 
the answer thereto may criminate or tend to criminate 
himself : provided that no evidence taken under this 
Act shall De admissible against any person in an^ civil 
or criminal proceeding except in the case of a witness 
accused of having given false evidence in an inquiry 
under this Act, or ol a person accused of having pro- 
cured, or attempted or conspired to procure, the 
giving of such evidence. 

10. — (1) Every person examined as a witness under 
this Act who, in the opinion of the Commissioners, 
makes a full and true disclosure touching all the 
matterR in respect of which he is examined, shall be 
entitled to receive a certificate sijgned by the Com- 
missioners stating that the witness nas, on his exami- 
nation, made a full and true disclosure as aforesaid. 

(2) If any civil or criminal proceeding is at any 
time thereafter instituted against any such witness in 
respect of any matter touchmg which he has been so 
examined, the Court having cognizance of the case 
shall, on proof of the certificate, stay the int)ceediDg, 
and may in its discretion awsrd to the witness such 
costs as he may be put to in or bv reason of the pro* 
Meding ; provided that nothing in this section shall be 
deemed to apply in the case of proceedings for having 
given false eK^idence at an inquiry held under this Act, 
or of having procured, or attempted or conspired to 
procure, the giving of such evidence. 

11. This Act may be cit<ed as the Special Com* 
mission Act, 1888. 

The following are the particulars of the charges oi 
allegations made by the defendants in the action of 
^ O'Donnell v^ Walter," delivered pursuant to the 
order of the Special Commission, dat^ the 17th 
day of September, 1888 
, The names of the members of Parliament against 
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wbom Uie elutrges wad allesaiions are made are «et o«l 
in the schedule hereto. ' 

The membera of Parliament mentioned in the tohodnla 
ware mombera of the conspiracy and orasnisation herei 
inafter described, and took part in the work am? 
operations thereof with knowledge of its ohatacter^ 
objects, and mode of action. • 

From and including the year 1879 there have existed 
tocieties known as the Irish Land League, the* Irish 
National Land League and Labour and Industrial 
Union, the Ladies* Land Leaj^e, the Ladies' Iris]) 
Land League and Labour ana Industrial Union^ thd 
National League and the affiliated societies in Ureal 
Britain and America, all formlog one connocU>d aii4 
continuous organization. 

The^ ultimate object of the organization was to 
establish the absolute independence of Ireland as a 
separate nation. With a view to effect this one of the 
immediate objects of the said conspiracy or organisa* 
tion was to promote an agrarian agitation against th6 
payment of agricultural rents, thereby securing the 007 
operation of the tenant farmers of Ireland, tSad at the 
same time the impoverishment and ultimate expulsioil 
from the country of tho Irish landlords, who were 
styled ** the Bngiish garrison.*' 

The mode of action was to organize a system o( 
coercion and intimidation in Ireland, which was 
sustained and enforced by boycotting and tho com* 
mission of crimes and outrages. 

The organization was actively engaged in the 
following matters :— r 

1. The promotion of and inciting to the commission 
of crimes, outrages, boycotting, and intimidation. 

2. The collection and providing of funds to be used,' 
Or which it was known were used for the promotion of 
and the payment of persons engaged in the commissioo* 
of crimes, outrages, boycotting, and intimidation. ! 

3. The payment of persons who absisted in, were' 
affected by or accidentally, or otherwrse injured in 
the conmiission of such crimes, outrages, and acts of 
boycotting and intimidation. ^ 

4. Holding meetings and procuring to be made, 
speeches, inciting to the commission of crimes, out-, 
rages, boycotting, and intimidation, tSome of the' 
meetings referred to, which were attended by merabom' 



^f FariiAmeni, with the approximate dates and place 
6t meeting, are given in the sdiednle hereto. 

5. The publication and dissemination of newspaper 
and other literatnre inciting to ;.and approving of 
sedition and the commission of crimes, oatrages, ooy- 
eotting, and intimidation, particularly the Irim World, 
the Ghicaffo Cfitizen, ihe Boston Pilot, the Freeman*9 
Jotamal, United Ireland, the Irishman, the Nation, the 
Wed^ News, Cork Dady Herald, the Kerry Sentinel, 
the Evening Telegraph, the Sligo Champion, 

6. Advocating resistance to law and the constituted 
Ikothorities, and impeding tiie detection and pomshment 
bf crime. 

7. Making payments to or for persons who were 
raflty, or supposed to be guSty, of the commission of 
crimes, outrages, and acts of boycotting and intimida- 
liion for tlieir defence, or to enable them to escape 
from iostiee, Mid for me mamtenanoe of such persons 
lad their families. 

8. It is charged and alleged that the members of 
Parliament mentioned in the schedole approved, and by 
Dieir acts and coodoct lead people to believe that they 
^approved of resistance to the law and the commission 
m crimes, ootcages, and acts of boycotting and intimi« 
^htion wiien commsitted in furtherance of the objects 
nod resolutions of the said societies, and that persons 
who engaged in the commission of such crimes, out* 
101^*68, ana acts would receive the support and protec- 
pmi of the said societies and of their organization and 
xnflnence. 

The acts and cosdnet specially referred to are as 
&)lIows :— 

9. They attended meetings of the said societies and 
other meetings at varioas places and made speeches, 
and caused aim procured speeches to be made, inciting 
to the commission of crimes, outrages, boycotting, and 
intimidation. 

10. They were parties to, and cognizant of, the 
payment of monejrs for the purposes above mentioned, 
and as testimonials or rewards to persons who had 
been convicted, or were notoriously guilty of crimes or 
outrages^ or to their f ami lias. 

11. With knowledge that crimes, outrages, and acts 
pf boycotting and intimidation had followed the delivery 
of speeches at the meetings, they expressed no bona 
^tde disapproval or public condemnation, but. on the 



TSS BFXCXAL COMXSSSBXSt, 9 

contraiy, continued to be leading and active mftm'berrf 
of the said societies and to sabscribe to their funds. 

12. With such knowledge as aforesaid they continaed 
to be intimately associated with the officers of the 
same societies (maoy of whom fled from justice), and 
with notorious criminals aud the agents and mstaniw 
ments of mordec and conspiracies, and with the plan* 
ners and paymasters of outrage, and with the idvtyt 
cates of sedition, violence, and the use of dvnamite. 

13. The^ and the said societies, with such knowledge 
as aforesaid, received large sums of money which were 
collected in America and elsewhere by criminals anii 
persons who were known to advocate sedition, assaa* 
sination, the use of dynamite, and the commission of 
crimes and outrages. 

14. When on certain occasions they considered it 
politic to denounce, and did denounce, certain crimes 
In public they afterwards made communications to their 
associates and others with the intention of leading 
them to believe that such denunciation was not 
sincere. One instance of this, of which the said 
defendants propose to give evidence, is the following 
letters : — 

Letter from C. 6. Parnell, dated the 15th of May* 
1882. 

Letter from same, the 16th of June, 1882. 

Another letter from the same of the same date. 

The following are persons who are guiltjr of crime or 
advocates of treason, sedition, assassination, and 
violence with whom it is alleged the said members of 
Parliament continued to associate : — 

Frank Byrne, who admitted his connexion with th6 
Phoenix Park murders, and who was supplied with 
money by Mr. C. S. Parnell, which enabled him 
to escape to America. 

Patrick Egan, the treasurer of the Land League, who^- 
during the years ^ 1881 and 1882, organized and pro- 
cured the commission of crimes and outrages- in various 
parts of Ireland. 

Patrick Ford, the editor of the Irish World, who- 
remitted large sums of moneys to the said association^ 
and for the purposes aforesaid. 

James Carey, the Phoenix Park informer. 

Captain M*Cafferty, implicated in Phoenix Park 
murder. 

Tynan, who organized the Phoenix Park murders* 



J. Mallcfct, convict. 

T. Broun»R, who wa« Becrotary of the Land League* 
luad paid some of the perpetrators of the Fhosniz rarlc 
and other marders and outrages. 

Bdward M'Caffery, convict. 
/ Patrick J. Sheriaan, who was an organizer of the 
|>iind League, who organized ontragea and aets of 
yiolence, and was implicated in the Fhoniz Park 
murders. 

M. J. Bojton,organizer of the Land League and faisti* 
^ator of crime. 

Jk W. Nallv^ convicted of crime. 
' John Wabn, Of Middleshroogb, organizer of the 
Invincible conspiracjr in Ireland* 

Thos. F. BonrKB, who was convicted of high treason 
on the 24tii of April, 1866. 

James Stephens, the chief of the Fenian organization. 

J. J. 3reslin, Hospital Superintendent of Bichmond 
Gaol, a member of the Irisn Bepublican Brotherhood, 
who aided btephens's escape. 

Hamilton Williams, the partner of Gallagher, the con* 
victed dynamitard, and himself a dTuamitcurd. 

Alexander Sullivan, a member of the Clan-na-Qael. 

Transatlantic (Mooney). 
' Augustine Ford. 

Ellen Ford. 

Maria Doherty. 

Father Eugene Sheehy. 

Dr. Wm. Uarrol. 

P. A. Collins. 

C O'M. Condon, sentenced to death for the murder 
dt Sergeant Brett. 

John Devo;^, convicted of Fenianism, and a trustee 
6f the Skirmishing Fund raised by the Irish World. 

O. Brien, McCarthy, and Chambers, convicted Fenians, 

John Finerty, dynamitard. 

John Da]y, dynamitard. 

General Milleo, dynamitard. 

W. F. Mackay-Lomasney, a convicted Fenian. 

Stephen Joseph Meaney, convicted Fenian. 

James Bedpath, advocate of crime. 

Jeremiah O 'Donovan Bossa. 

John O'Leary, convicted of Fenianism. 

P. J. Gordon, Francis Tnlly, Father Bgan, Father 
Coen, John Bochd, of Woodford, P. N. Fitzgerald, 
Laurence Egan, J. Biordan, J. Connell, Timothy 
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Horan, Jeremiah Biordan, J. Dowling, JPairiek KaltTt 
tf . M. O'SulUvan, M. J. Kelly, Thomas Vitspatrick, 
Maurice MarphTy Hartin Egan, J. M. WaU. A. H» 
forrester, J. P. Qaisn, W. F. Moloney, Feartoo 
Beddington, memhen of the La&d Xioagoo dnd implV 
eated in crime. ^' 

Amia Paniell, H. Beynoldflf H. Zjntiti, Mr«. Moloney^ 
Clara Stritch, Mrt. Moore, memhera ol ^e Ladiea* 
Jjand League who paid for the commiasion of crime. 

Names of Membxrs of PABLiAiOsKT aoainm 'Whok 
it 18 pbofosso to qiyb 2ev11ixmcb of cuabon akd 
Allegations :^ 



^omas Sexton 

Joseph Qillis Biggar 

Jddeph Bichard Uox 

Jeremiah Jordan 

James Christopher Flynn 

William O'Brien 

Dr. Charles K. D. Tazmer 

William J. Lane 

James Gilhooly 

Joseph E. -Kenny 

John Hooper 

Charles Stewart Fftmell 

Maurice Healy 

James Edward Q'Doherty 

Patrick O'Hea 

Arthur O'Connor 

Michael McCartaa 

John J. Clancy 

Sir G. H. Graitan 

monde, Bt. 
Timothy D. . Sullivan 
Timothy Harrington 
William H. K. Redmond 
Henry Campbell 
Palriek J. Foley 
Matthew Harris 
David Sheehy 
Juhn Stack 

Edward Harrington ^ 
Denis Kilbride 
Jeremiah D. Sheehan 
James Leahy 
Patrick A. Chance 



ThoinAs Quinn 
Dr. Jpsepb Fiancis Fox 
Michael Conway 
Luke Patrick Hayden 
William Abraham 
John Finncane 
Francis A. O'Keefe 
Juttiii McCarthy 
Timothy M. Healy 
Joseph T^olan 
Thomas P. GiU 
Daniel CrlUy 
Jobn'Deasy 
John Dillon 
JameaFt O'Brien 
Patrick O'Brien 
Bichatd Lalor 
Jamea J, O'Kelly 
Andrew OomminSf Ui.P. 
Edmund Leamy 
P. J. O'Brien 
Thomas Mayne 
John O'Connor 
Matthew J. Kenn^ 
Jasper D. Pyne 
Patrick Joseph Power 
James Tuite 
Donal Sullivan 
Thomas Joseph Condon 
John £. Bedmond 
John Barry 
Garrett Mich. Byrne 
Thomas P. O'Connor 
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UllinrolM 

Newport .. 

Itewport .. 

lituisbarf 

I^ggnetirren 

Hustreet.. 

B<vle 

Balina . . 

Balieboroagh 

B»niboF.. 

Bartrjr ,. 

Milstreel 

Miibtreet 

Bubin .. 

Dabin .. 

Kyhleir . . 

Fortnniiitt 

Woodford 

Gorteen .. 

AthT 

TnllTaUeD 

Cutlablayney 

Eellystown 

XUtoora .. 

BorriflokaiM 
Finea .. 

Gony .. 

I>nnffarTan 
PuDgarTMi 
Dnogarraa 



Oounftj* 



Mayo « • 

Mayo •• ». 
Mayo 
Mayo . . 
Qneeo'lOoonty 
Rowsommon .. 
Roooommon .. 
Tipperary 
Cavan .. 
CaTaa .. 
Cork .. 
Cork .. 
Cork 
Dublin . . 
I>ubiia .. 
Oalway . . 
Qaliray.. 
(Salway.. 
Galway . . 
Kildare.. 
Ijouth .. .. 
Monagbaa 
Mo»tb . . 
Bodcommon .. 
Roscomiuon .. 
Tipperary 
Westmeatband 

Caraa 
Wexford 

Waterford 
Waterford 
Waterford 



Dat9a!MMttng. 



21 March. 1887 
S June, 1887 
5 June. 1887 
19 Jane, 1887 
24 July. 1887 
19 Jan., 1887 
28 Aug.. 1887 
21 June. 1887 

21 Oct.. 1880 
30 Oct, 1880 
17 Oct., 1880 
IS Dea, 1886 
15 Aug., 1886 

22 Not.. 1883 

23 Nov., 1883 

21 Not., 1886 
15 Not.. 188S 
17 Oct., 1886 
10 Oct., 1886 
10 Oct, 1886 
8 April, 1888 
30 Not.. 1888 

22 ApriL 1888 
17 Oct, 1880 
20Jaa, 1884 
27 Feb., 1881 

4 Not., 1880 

23 Aug., 1885 

5 Oct, 1881 
5 Oct, 1881 
5 Oct, 1881 






D. CriUy 
D.CriUy 
J. Deasy 
J. Deaay 
W. O'BriMi 
J. R. Ooz 
J. J. O'KcUy 
p. Sheeby 
J. O. Biirgar 
J. O. Biggav 
T. M. Healy 
Dr. Tanner 
Dr. Tanner 
T. Sexton 
0. B. PameU 
D. Sheeby 
M. Harris 
J. Dillon 
W. O'Brien 
S. Lalor 
J. Dillon 
W. K. Kedmona 
J. DiUon 
M. Harris 
W. O'Brien 
J. Dillon 

J. a. Biggar 
W. H. K. Bed" 

mond 
T. M. Uealy 
J. Iieahy 
G. B.ramsU 



The couofiel representing The Times were the 
Attomey-Greneral (Sir B. Webster, Q.G.)» Sir H. Jamest 
Q.G., Mr. Murphy, Q.0.> and Mr. W. Graham of the 
English Bar, and Mr, Atkinson, Q.O,, and Mr. Bonan 
of the Irish Bar. 

Mr. Pamell was represented by Sir C. Bnssell, Q.O., 
and Mr. Asqaith ; and the other members of Parlia- 
ment against whom charges and allegation3 liave been 
brought, by Mr. R. T. Beid, Q.C., Mr. F. Lockwood, 
Q.C., Mr. Lionel Hart, Mr. A. O'Connor, and Mr. 
A. Bossell of the English Bar, and Mr. T. Harrington 
of the Irish Bar. 

The Commissioners having taken their seats npon 
the Bench, 
Sib C. Bussisll said.— My Lords, I have an applioa- 
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tion to make to youi Lordships before the order v. / pet* 
ceedings is discussed — an application in which ny 
learned friends are not interested. It is an application 
under section 6 of the Special Commission Act for ^he 
release of Mr. William Redmond, a member of Pariia- 
ment, against whom certain particulars have been 
deliyered. I have to ask for an order for his release, in 
order that he may attend this iuqairy, on such sabttan« 
tial bail as yoor Lordships may think fit. 

The Frxsidsnt.— When was he convicted ? 

Sib G. Russell.— My Lords, the affidavit on which 
J move shows that he is now confined in Wexford 
Prison, that he is a material witness on behalf of his 
coIlAagues, and is a person against whom charges have 
been made. He is now under sentence of three months' 
imprisonment in Wexford Prison. The affidavit does 
not say when he was convicted, but I believe about a 
month ago. 

The PBESiDEirT.— When did he commit the offence fot 
which he was convicted ? 

Sir C. Russell. — ^I believe it was on the occasioa 
of certain evictions when certain tenants were resist- 
ing the process of eviction. I am informed it was on 
the 14tb of August. 

The PBESiDEirr (after consulting his colleagues). 
—We have already had a similar application 
in the case of Mr. Dillon, which we granted 
under certain conditions which I think I may say were 
easy. We were anxious that these proceedings should 
be commenced in such a way that all feeling of irrita- 
tion should, as far as possible, be allayed. My brothers 
and I propose to follow the same course now in regard 
to Mr. Redmond that we pursued in regard to 
Mr. Dillon, but I think it right to point out that 
this power given to us to release prisoners must not be 
construed into immunity from imprisonment for all 
those against whom convictions have been obtained. 
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Without giving any expression of opinion I desire to 
pobt out that in f utore applications will be made under 
totally different circnmstances. However, in order that 
our action may be prompt, we will give you an order 
for Mr. Redmond's immediate release until farther 
order, bat he will be required to enter into his own 
recof^nisances in £1,000 that he will take no part in 
■ny pablie proceedings whatever during the time of his 
temporary release or while this inquiry is proceeding, 
and that he will sorreoder himself when the period 
arrives to undergo the remainder of his sentence. 

Sib C. Bussell.— I would point out that Parliament 
meets on the 6th of Novemlxur. 

The PRKSIDKNT.— I did not mean that. 

Sib C. RirssiELL.— Would your Lordships make the 
order merely subject to any further order, so that he 
might be re-committed if he took part in any proceed- 
ings of which your Lordships disapproved ? 
- The President. — ^We are of opinion that we roust adhere 
to the terms which we laid down in the case of Mr. 
Dillon. 

Sib C. RusgELL.— Mr. Dillon was not released under 
your LordshiiNi* order, but by the Government. 

The PBESiDXNT.^Yes, but we laid down certain con- 
ditions in his case, and to those conditions we must 
adhere. 

Sib C. Russell.— Would the conditions allow him 
(Mr. Redmond) to take part in public proceedings out of 
Ireland ? i 

The President.— No. 

Sib C. BtrsSELL. — Then my application is unavailing* 
for Mr. Redmond would not comply with the condi- 
tions. 

The Pbesident.— Oh, very well then. 

The Attobney-Genebal.— Perhaps it would be con- 
venient now for my learned friends to state for whom 
tdey appear. I appear, with my learned friends Sir 
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Henzy James, Hr. Mmphgr, Mr. Afikiiison, Ur. Gra]iaiit« 
and Mr. Bonan, for the proprietors of The Timet. 

Sib C. Bttssbll.— I appear, with my friend Mr. 
Asquith, for Mr. Famell. 

Mr. Reid. — I appear, with Hr. T. Hatrington and 
Mr. Arthur BnsseU, for Mr. Dillon, Mr. Healy, and 
others whose names I shall hand in. 

Mr. LooEWOOD. — ^I appear, with Mr. Lionel Hart and 
Mr. A. O'Connor, for certain othtf gentlemen, the rest 
of the members of Parliament charged, a list of whom I 
shall hand m. 

Mr. Hammond (solieitor).— I appear for Mr. P. A. 
Chance. 

The Attorhet-Genebai^.— Might I be allowed to ask 
whether year Lordships have arrired at any determina- 
tion as to how many days a week your Lordships intend 
to sit ? I hope not every day. 

The Pbesident (after oonsnlting his colleagaes),— Wo 
shall be ready to hear what counsel have to say, bat 
oar present view is to sit every day except Satorday, 

TheATTOBNEY-GENEBAL.—I confess I had hoped that, 
having regard to the harden and gravity of the case, 
yoor Lordships would have thought four days a week 
sufi&cient. Your Lordships will have conside r abl e 
matter to digest. 

The PBESIBENT.—We shall be happy to hear what 
counsel have to say on the subject, aod if we find 
there is a general concurrence of opinion on the mattes 
we shall be anxious to meet their wishes. 

Sib 0. BussELL.— So far as I can gather there 19 
not only a general concurrence but a onanimoos feel*' 
ing. 

'Rlq Pbesidekt. — ^We have already intimated our own 
feeling. It will, we think, be better to go on eveiy 
day this week except Saturday, and we shall be ready 
to listen to any further application on the subject. 

Bib C. BtrssELL.-— As to Wednesday next, my Lords f 

The PBXSiDSira.-^With tegard to Wednesday I have 
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tftlen on myself to exooM our attendance eft the pro* 
ceedinge ooonected with the opening of the Ooorti. 

Sib G. BuasELL.— I hare some applieations to make 
to joxu LordBhipc, in regard to the paiticnlan end 
diflcevery that were ordered. 

The ATTOBNET-UENERi.L.— We have had no notioe of 
any application, and the particalars were delivered oa 
Monday. 

The Pbbsidknt.— It wonld certainly have been 
according to practice to have given notice of yooff 
application. 

Snt C. RUSS3ELL.— The first applieation I have to 
make is in relation to discovery. 

The PREaiDEKT.— Is it based on affidavitf 

Snt C. RussEtJi.— Tes. 

Ihe ATTOfiRST-QENSiuii. —Which was sworn this 
morning. 

Sib C Bussell. — ^Ves, only a few moments ago. 

The PBESIDIENT.—- Would it not be more convenienl 
to let the applications stand over till to-morrow 
morning ? I do not think that will make any matsrial 
difference. 

Sib C. BuasBLL.->I do not think it will. There is^ 
however, another matter which I may mention by way 
of giving notice to my learned friends. No parlionlarf 
have been, delivered as to the " other persons " againsft 
whom allegations have been made and are intended to 
be made here. We know that there is in the partiealare 
the omission of the name of a gentleman who has taken 
a prominent part in the politics of Ireland — Mr. 
Michael Davitt. He was not a party to the application 
for partieolars, and that may be the reason why hii 
name is omitted. But one part of the application 
which I shall press apon your Lordships to-morrow 
morning is that particulars be given of any other persons 
than those enumerated against whom it is intended to 
labstantiate any charges* 
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« The Attobnby-Gbkbral.— I shall make my obaer* 
rations on that matter when the appUeation is made. 
• The Pbesideht.— Very well. 

The Attobnby-<}enbral then rose to open the case^ 
and said :-~I have now to lay before yoor Lordships the 
oatUne of the case which it will be my duty to presenft 
to your Lordships on behalf of my clients in accordance 
with the course of procedure settled by your Lordships 
at the preliminary meeting, and which, if I may be 
allowed to say so, appears to be the most proper and 
natural method of procedure that could be adopted. 
Haying regard to the extreme importance of the 
matters I have to lay before your Lordships, and the 
extent to which I must generalize in dealing with some 
of the topics, I think it will be convenient for me to 
make a few preliminary observations in regard to the 
exact x>08ition in which we stand. Your Lord8hii)S are 
aware that you are sitting under the Special Conunis- 
sion Act of 1888, and your Lordships are also aware—* 
as, indeed, you indicated at the preliminary meeting to 
my learned friends Sir Charles Bussell and Mr. Graham 
—that you have nothing to do with anything that 
passed in any other place, or with the arguments used 
when this measure was passing through Parliament. The 
Act of Parliament gives your Lordships a certain com« 
mission, and it is that commission that you are now 
starting to fulfil. Your Lordships will find* on refer* 
•nee to the first section of the Act, that the duty that 
b imposed upon your Lordships by name is *' to inquire 
Into and report upon the charges and allegations made 
against certain members of Parliament and other per- 
sons in the course of the proceedings in an action en- 
titled < O'Donnell vertus Walter and Another.' " It will, 
of eourse, be my duty not only to summarize what is 
the nature of those charges and allegations, but to enter 
into some detail and state the nature of the evidence 
we propose to lay before you. Bat, passing to the other 
•ections of the Act, I desire to remind yoor Lordships 



of ilk.' posifcioQ in which the parties before your X<ord« 
ships are. Yoa will find by the sixth section that '* the 
persons implicated in the said charges and allegations, 
the parties to the said action, and any person autbo* 
rized by the Commissioners may appear at the inquiry, 
and any person so appearing may be represented by 
counsel or solicitor practising in Great Britain or Ire- 
land." The position which I and my learned friendi 
are in is this — that we are here to give your Lord- 
ships the fullest information in oar power which may 
elicit the truth. We accept at once the duty which 
was indicated in your liordships' decision at the pre- 
iminary meeting — ^namely, the duty of giving all the 
evidence we can to prove the charges and allegations 
that have been made. At the same time, we must point 
out that we are not the persons who are to inquire into 
the truth of these charges. Nothing can relieve your 
Lordships from the duty of inquiring and reporting. I 
am sore that 1 am not saying anything that is not passing 
through your Lordships' own minds, because yonr Lord- 
ships have already indicated this view at the prelimi- 
nary meeting. But I desire to make this point quite 
^lear. We shall lay before your Lordships everything 
that we possibly can. We shall indicate sources from 
which information can be obtained, though we may not 
be, at the present time, in a position to bring that in* 
formation before you by legal evidence. If, in the 
coarse of the inquiry, information comes to our know- 
ledge which would enable us to give your Lordships the 
channels or sources from which information can be 
obtained, we shall feel it our duty to lay it unreservedly 
before your Lordships, thus fulfilling the duty which 
you indicated on the last occasion — ^honestly to put 
before your Lordships all the sources of information 
that are at our command. Perhaps it may be well that 
I should refer t^ section 9 of the Act before passing 
away from the Act. Your Lordships will notice that 
*' any person examined as a witness nnder this Act 
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before the Commissioners, or nnder a commission to ex-* 
amine witnesses abroad, may be cross-examined on 
behalf of any other person appearing before the Com- 
missioners. A witness examined nnder this Act shall 
not be excused from answering any question put to him 
on the ground of any privilege, or on the ground that 
the answer thereto may criminate or tend to criminate 
himself." The last four lines are not new, but are 
Similar to the provisions with regard to many Royal 
Commissions ; but the first four lines are, as far as my 
recollection serves me, quite novel — namely, the power 
given to any person interested to cross-examine. This 
does not, I submit, alter the position of the Commis- 
sion in any way, or fetter the discretion or powers of 
your Lordships, nor does it relieve the Commission 
from any burden or duty cast upon it ; but, having 
regard to the nature of the charges made, and the 
circumstances under which they were made, it in 
all probability was deemed desirable that this right of 
cross-examination, not usually given, should in this 
case be given. I do not think it is necessary to refer 
at the present moment to any other sections of the Act, 
I now come to the proceedings which led to the 
passing of this Act. As your Lordships know, yon are 
inquiring into charges made against members of Parliai 
ment and other persons in the course of proceedings in 
an action of ** O'Donnell v. Walter," and in all proba- 
bility your Lordships will agree with mo if I say that 
the general scope of this inquiry must be confined to the 
charges and allegations which were made in the course 
of those proceedings. I say that for this reason. We 
have nothing to do with ordinary political organization 
or political agitation. We are not here to inquire 
into the rights or wrongs of Home Rule, or the rights 
or wrongs of particular tenants, or into any of those 
questions which are supposed to be, or have in fact been, 
burning questions for a long time in reference to Ire- 
land. We are here to inquire — or I should say your 
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Iioidships are to inqaire— into certain speciflc charge* 
and allegations. I shall conceive it to be my daty to 
idiow that the several individuals who are referred to 
in the original charges and in the particulars which 
have been delivered are directly or by clear implica- 
tion guilty of what is charged against them, for, 
having road yonr Lordships' ruling on the last occasion, 
I know that you pointed out that it was in reference 
to members of Parliament and other persons that you 
were inquiring. Let me now make a few preliminary 
observations in regard to the charges themselves. It 
is, I think, essential that your Lordships should under- 
stand what the charges and allegations are. Let me at 
once mention one or two dates to which I shall have 
snbsequently to refer. The charges were originally 
made in articles which formed the fiiit of a series of 
articles now known as ** Pamellism and Crime,'' all 
of which have been printed at the end of the Bine- 
book before your Lorddiips. They commenced on the 
7th of March, 1887, and were continued on the 14th 
and 24th, and a few appeared in the early days of April. 
I advisedly refrain now from reference to the later 
articles. The charges contained in the earlier articles 
were not new charges. They had been made under other 
ciroamatances on previous occasions, and it znaiy 
possibly be that your Lordships may have to inquire 
into the circnTn stances under which some of these 
charges had been made at an earlier date. But for the 
purposes of my argument, let me make it clear that the 
earlier groap of the articles termed " Pamellism and 
Grime " were a mere repetition of charges made in the 
years 1882 and 1883 in reference to some of the same 
individuals. It would be absurd to suggest that when 
these charges were made by the writers of The Timu 
newspaper they were in a position of being able to 
legally prove all the allegations that they made. If a 
newspaper were to wait until it had absolutely l^gal 
proof of the facta on which it comments, its comments 
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would often not appear for several years, and 8ome« 

times never. I do not deny — it is no part of my daty 

to deny — ^that the charges that were made in 

the year 1887, and which were a repetition of 

charges formerly made in 1882 and 1883, wore 

made on information commanicated to those who 

wrote the articles, which in all probability in 

many instances would not be legal evidence. I shall 

bave, for instance, to call attention to extracts from 

other newspapers — I refer especially to extracts from 

the Irish World, United Ireland^ and the Freeman's 

J(yumal. The position of these newspapers will be a 

subject which may form an important part of your 

Lordships' in<miry. But at the present moment I am 
calling your Lordships* attention to the fact that the 
charges which were made rested, to a certain extent, 
upon statements which the writers of the articles in The 
Times believed to be true statements, for which autho- 
rity was ffiven and reference made to the sources from 
which the information was obtained. The group of 
articles, beginning with that of the 7tb of March, 1887, 
and ending in the month of April, 1887, evoked no 
proceedings on the part of any person directly charged 
or implicated in the charges and allegations. Later in 
the year^and in the month of June, 1887, certain other 
irticles were written, and in these certain further 
statements were made. Among these statements was 
one which had direct reference to a particular in- 
dividual, Mr. Famell. Tliere was published a letter, 
purporting to be signed bv him on the loth of 
May, 1S82. Undoubtedly, witn reference to the case 
of Mr. Pamell himself, that letter must form, and will 
form, a matter which your Lordships will most care- 
fully and thoroughly investigate. But it is most import- 
ant, in reference to the inquiry in which your Lord- 
ships are engaged at the present time, to observe that 
the writing of a particular letter by Mr. Pamell, 
important as this will be so far as his case is con- 
cerned, will not enable your Lordships to judge of the 
main truth of the allegations which are directed, not 
against Mr. Farnell alone, but against Mr. Famell and 
his associates. It will be ncccss&ry for me when I 
come to refer to the evidence I am about to lav before 
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your Lordships to point to indlTiduals by name, and I 
shall do so wherever I feel the interests of JQstioo 
dnnand it ; bttt I want ^our Lordships to understand 
that in the first place it is essential that yon should 
know and appreciate what the charges and allegations 
were, and against whom they were and are made, and 
who are the persons directly, or by dear impUcation« 
accused. Kow, mv Lords, these articles having been 
written,and the letter having been published on April 18 
directly relating to Mr.Pamell,and also further articles, 
no prooeedings were taken other than these — that in the 
course of this year an action which had been com- 
menced came on for trial. The action had been com« 
menced by Mr. O'Donnell, who had at one time 
been associated to a greater or less extent with Mr. 
Pamell and his followers. Mr. O'Donnell complained 
that he had been libelled in the allegations made by 
The Timet in *' Pamellism and Crime." The proceed- 
ings at that trial are printed in the Blue-book, which 
wul be before ^onr Lordships. Mr. O'Donnell com- 

Slained of certain allegations which, taken without 
leir context, he alleged referred to him. In the 
course of these proceedings it became necessary for 
Th€ Timet to st-ate their whole case in answer to this 
action. It was alleged by Mr.O'Donnell that he had been 
defamed and slandered, to which The Times answered 
that they had not defamed Mr. O'Donnell, but that they 
had made against a number of persons, many of whoso 
names were stated, a number of serious charges, I do 
not know that I can do better than read the descri]^ 
tion of these charges and allegations given hj tlie 
Lord Chief Justice, who tried the action of *' 0'Don« 
nell v. Walter '* .— 

*' It would seem, therefore, that The Timiea newB* 
paper, in the discharge of wnat those who conduct 
it, I have no doubt^ thonght their duty, published a 
series of articles, which are known to us under the 
familiar or short title of ' Pamellism and Crime.' 
They rnn over in this small type something like 60 
pages ; they contain a c^eat variety of statements, 
and statements deeply incriminating a number oi 
persons — members of Parliament, persons not members 
of Parliament, bat well known to the worldj and a 
number of prominent men, who are accused, if I may 
say so, franklv and plainly, of abominable crime^ not 
so macbf perhap8,that they themselves h^ve oomnutted 
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witii their own hands abominable crime, bat that th^ 
have lent themselves to a system which must neces- 
sarily, as its reasonable eifect, be accompanied with 
crime, and that with regard to many of the crimes by 
which it was accompanied they themselves had per- 
mdbX knowledge. That is the statement in a broad 
way, bat that is in sabstanoe what is charged a^inst a 
number of persons whose names you have heard in the 
eourse of these articles about * Pamellism and 
Crime.' » 

I adopt, if I may respectfully say so, these words of 
the Lord Chief Justice. Whatever may be any failings 
of mine in making my statement to your Lordships 
with regard to the matter I am going to lai^ before 
you, those who are so well represented by my learned 
friends shall have no reason to find fault with me for 
not making my allegations clear in the discharge of 
my duty with regard to the part which has been played by 
those of whom 1 shall have to speak ; but inasmuch as 
we are not onlv coDCerned with the case of Mr. 
Pamell, though tnat is one of the most important, but 
also with the jpart played by Mr. Dillon, Mr. Matthew 
Harris, Mr. William O'Brien, Mr. Biggar, and Mr. T. 
Harrington, and, passing from members of Parliament, 
with the part played by Egan, Brennan, Boyton, 
Gordon, ana a number of others whose names are given 
in *^ Pamellism and Crime," it is clear that it is per- 
fectly impossible for me properly to discharge my duty, 
or for the pro])rietors of The Times to discharge th^r 
duty, by limiting the inquiry to the allegations against 
any one individual. Now, my Lords, when the prelimi- 
nary inquiry took place your Lordships thought it a 
reasonable application that we should specify the 
charges in sufioeient detail to enable my learned friends 
to Imow what the charges are that they have to meet. 
Your Lordships at that time indicated that you had 
not read the articles referred to. I shall not assume 
that your Lordships have yet read the whole of the 
articles, but I shall think it right, in order to make ray 
statement clearer, to refer to the pages of the Blue- 
book in which the different allegations are to be 
found. Because I agree that, if my learned friends were 
In a position to aay, ** You are staling against us aecasa- 
tions that are not contained m * Parnellism and 
Clime,' and not raised in the proceedings of * O'Don- 
neil y. Walter.' '*I doubt whether your Lordships would 
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li»fe wi^diotion to entertaia raofa accnsations. I Aall 
tiaye to refer in the eotirse of mv statement to what has 
been called ^* the conspiracy,^' and at other timea 
'* the orgaDization/' and I shall use these tenns because, 
when I shall allude subsequently to the names of mdi- 
viduals, it will be seen that they did not all take part 
always in the acts that X am going to prove. Some- 
times the act was done by one, sometimes by another. 
But, rightly or wrongly, truly or falsely, we shall 
allege that all the acts were done in furtherance of a 
preconcerted and j^reconceived conspiracy, with definite 
objects and definite ends, and in the only wa^r in 
which those objects and those ends could be attained. 
The only way the conspiracy or organisation could do 
the work which those mixed up with it intended it to 
do was by the commission of crime. I shall show yoor 
Lordships that the fact that the conspiracy or organi* 
nation could only be made effectlTe hy[ means of crime 
was pointed out so far back as in 1881, 1882, and 
1883, and I shall demonstrate to your Lordships that 
it is only by crime and the commission of crime that 
it could be made effective. In other words, the signifi- 
eant phrase ** Farnellism and Grime " is an accurato 
paraphrase of the historjir of the organization itself in 
three words—*' Farnellism," because it took its name 
from the man who plaved a yer^ prominent part in 
public affairs, who was the recognized leader and head 
of the organization — ^not by any means doing the whole 
work, that would have been impossible — but supported 
bv men of great vigour and energy and undoubted 
ability, but not inaptly called ** Farnellism,'' because 
the organization represents his following ; and 
'* Crime " because, whatever its objects, whatever may 
be suggested as to its being engaged in bondjide agita^^ 
tion, its real work could not be earned on without 
crime, and without crime it could not have succeeded. 
Now, my Lords, let us first take the particulars. I 
make no apology to your Lordships tor occupying 
time. 1 am sure that your Lordships would prefer that 
in justice to tiiose against whom I am opposed in this 
case I should make my meaning perfectly clear rather 
than attempt to cut matters, and I hope there 
will be no cause of complaint of any want of plain 
speaking on my part as the advocate or re- 
presentative of The Times. I will ask your Lord- 
ships to take the particulars which have been 
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delivered, and allow me to go through them 
and then to refer to two or three passages in '* B&r- 
nellism and Crime,'' in which the charges and allega- 
tions will be fonod described. The second paragraph 
of the particulars is in theAe words : — ** The members 
of Parliament mentioned in the schedule were mem- 
bers of the conspiracy and organization hereinafter 
described, and took part in^ the work and operations 
thereof with knowledge of its character, objects, and 
mode of action.'' Then, my Lords, the next paragraph 
contains the names of the Tarioos societies which are 
referred to, and we take them to be the Irish Land 
League, the Irish National Land League and the Labour 
and Industrial Union, the JLiadies' Land League, the 
Ladies' Irish Land League and Labour and Industrial 
Union, the Naticynal Lea^e, and the affiliated societies in 
Great Britain and America, all forming one conneoted 
and continuous organization. I have nere to say that 
the word ** organization " is not made use of by those 
who framed these particulars for the purpose in any 
shape of avoiding the responsibility cast upon us of 
dealing with the case of charges and allegations against 
individuals, but because the conspiracy to which 
" Pamellism and Grime " referred cannot be com- 
pendiously referred to except by some one word which 
will indicate that we are dealing with a number of 
men acting in concert. In dealing with something that 
had branches in hundreds of districts in Ireland, your 
Lordships will see how essential it is to hare some one 
word by which to refer to it, and the word ** organiza- 
tion" is inserted for the purpose of showiog what was 
the real working of this combined copspiracy, how all 
the strands of interest were bound together in one 
form, and how men who otherwise could not have 
worked together did work in one combined organiza- 
tion or conspiracy. The next paragraph of the pac*> 
ticulars states ; — 

" The ultimate object of the organization was to 
establish the absolute independence of Ireland as a 
separate nation. With a view to effect this, one of 
the immediate objects of the said conspiracjr or organi- 
zation was to promote an agrarian agitation against 
the payment of agricultural rents, thereby securing the 
oo-operation of the tenant-farmers of Ireland, and at 
the same time the impoyerishment and ultimate expol- 
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Ron from the eoimtry of the Irish landlorda who wMe 
styled * the English garriion.' " 

I repeat, and I will make it dear in the course of my 
observations, that the way in which this conspiraoy 
worked and was intended to work was, if necessary, by 
the commission of crimes which would injare both the 
landlord and the tenant, which in 99 cases oat of 100 
injured the tenant and did not injare the landlord, in 
order to drive the ** English garrison '* — the Irish land- 
lords — from any possession in the soil of Ireland. But 
I am utterly indifferent as to what the particular 
object of the organisation was, except for the light it 
throws on the means adopted by the organisation. The 
particulars proceed to say : — 

*' The mode of action was to organize a system of 
coercion and intimidation in Ireland, wUch waa 
sastained and enforced by boycotting and the commis- 
sion of crimes and outrages. 

" The organization was activdy engaged in the 
following matters : — ^ 

** 1. The promotion of and inciting to the commis- 
sion of crimes, outrages, boycotting, and intimida- 
tion." 

Your Lordships need not and must not think that I 
have the slightest intention here of referring to minor 
matters — such as preventing people from dealing with 
particular persons — except in so nur as it will be neces- 
sary to do so to show how less grows to greater. We 
shall, 80 far as it is material to our purpose, prove 
that, in order to make what was called boycotting 
effective, in order to make intimidation effective, 
crimes of the worst character had to be resorted to ; 
In fact, a very little consideration, when I come to 
that part of the case, will show that if the persons who 
were carrying on this conspiracy stopped shcMrt of 
crime, of personal injnry, of violenoe, and at times of 
nmrder, there would have been an end to the suoohss 
of thtt orffanization altogether. In other words, it 
was only oy imposing on the subjects of this tyranny 
Bach fear as made them the absolute slaves of the 
organization that it could be made effective, and 
its power and influence sustained. What I shall do 
is to show that many of tiiese men who are named 
in these particulars have personally taken part in acts 
which did undoubtedly lead to crime of the worst 
description, and that many of them, as I shall ask your 
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TdOiMSm to come to the eondtuion, most have known, 
ami dla know, that the consequences of the condaot in 
which they were taking part would be the commission 
of these crimes. I shall show your Iiordshix» that after 
it was clear that the resolt of the conduct to which I 
have refeired was to lead to the commission of tiiese 
crimes, they repeated 07er and over again the same 
conduct, and that down to a very recent date ; and, 
what is perhaps, after all, ouite as important an 
observation, I shall show that oeing men of undoubted 
inflaence, being men respected and of great ability, 
and it may be revered and beloved by some of the 
inhabitants of Ireland, with scarcely an exception, they 
never denounced these outrages, and took no steps to 
pot an end to this the most cruel of tyrannies that ever 
existed in any country in the world. Now, my Lords, 
the second head of the particulars is this : — 

** 2. The collection and providing of funds to be used, 
or which it was known were used, for the promotion m. 
and the payment of persons engaged in the commission 
of crimes, ootrages, ooycotting, and intimidation.'' 
Later in a^ opening statement I wUl explain to 
your Lordships what at the present time we are in a 
position to lay before your Lordships in regard to this 
matter, and I shall have to mention the fact that, 
owing to orders made on a previous occaaion nuA 
having been complied with'-namelT. for the discovery 
of bimk books — ^we shall not be able to li^ them 
before your Lordships in the same detail as we should 
have wished to do ; but I will postpone referring to 
that matter in detail until I come to it in my cbronf^, 
logical statement. ^Hien we say that these persons weto^ 
acftivelv engaged in " the payment of persons who 
assiated in, were affected by, or accidentally or othei^ 
wiae injured in the commission of such crimes, ottfe 
rages, and acts of boycotting and intimidsfeion." Wheb 
I deal with this pariicnlar ]^at of the case I diall lagi 
before your Lardshipa evidence which wiU imdoi:dbted& 
require the most careful examination, but with regard 
to parts of that evidence it cannot be shaken, and t 
think your Lordships will have no donbt that many of 
those whose names are included in thei^e partieniars 
knew, and must have known, that smns of money were 
being paid under excefrfdozsal eonditions and over a 
long period of time to the persons who were engaged 
Ija caztyiDg^ oiit^ti»:«Dt8 of vioienoo and crbne to n^Mk 
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I have referred. Here, again, I do not intend to cetev 
to payments made with retpeot to minor matt«s% 
except in so far as those minor matters grew to h% 
larger and led to the commission of more importaol 
and ^ serious offences. The footth head of ihm 
particulars is : — 

" Holding meetings and procnring to he mad* 
speeches inciting to the commission of erxmes, out- 
rages, boycotting, and intimidation. Some of the matt 
ings referred to, which Were attended by memben of 
Parliament, with the approximate dates and {ilaM of 
meeting are given in the schedole hereto.'' 
I need not refer to that again, becaose I hare med»* 
tioned it in speaking of the way in which the organh»- 
tion did its worlc. Many of the acts and consequencM 
referred to were the direct result, as the writer of Ui0 
articles alleged, and as the proprietors of The Timea now 
alleee, of the meetings, ot the speeches, and of tha 
conaact referred to. Then, my Lords, I haye to oafl 
attention to the fifth paragraph of the partiealuB* 
viz. : — 

<< The publication and dissemination of newspapof 
and other literature inciting to and approving of sedl* 
tion and the commission of crimes, outrages, hoj- 
cotting, and intimidation, particularly the Irish Worlds 
the Chicago Oitizent the Boston Pilot, the Freenum*» 
Jownal, United Ireland, the Irishman, the IfaHon, the 
Weekly NevJi, Cork Daily Herald, the Kerry Sentmdf 
the Evening Telegraph, the Sligo Champion,*' 
I desire to state here, my Lords, that I shall have to 
address your Lordships at some considerable length 
npon the connexion between those gentlemen who aro 
named and the organisations in America. I shall havo 
to show your Lordships, or at any rate indicate to yonr 
Lordships, the heads of the evidence f^m which it will 
appear that there was being collected in America a 
very lar^e sum of money by means of literature of the 
worst kind — ^Uteratnre whioi incited and invited peojdo 
to participate in acts of the most infamous character, 
such, for instance, as the use of dynamite and the 
use of the dagger, and other crimes of the worst 
description ; and it will be part of the case wldch I 
have to lay before your Lordsnips that many of the 
gentlemen to whom I have referred knew of the publi* 
cation of this literature, knew of the way in whioh the 
.money wa0 coUootedi and idtk t^t^ kxtomlis^p ooo* 
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ftinoed to eonBort "with and to thank the people who had 
eolleoted the money by these means, received the 
mouejy Aiid, for all I know — I speak for my clients of 
course — ^have a considerable portion of it still. Be that 
as it may, that part of the case, which in one sense is 
Entirely a serrate thinf, is one of the main and 
|Hrinci|MU alle^tions made by the writer of ** Far- 
neliismand Chrime" — ^namely, that many of those whose 
namea are inclnded were in active communication 
with some of the most violent agitators in America 
and, with a knowledge of the doctrines preached by 
those agitators, availed themselves of their services, 
veoeived the money they had collected, and continued 
to consort with and be friendly with them after there 
liad been a publication of their views extending over 
A very long period of time. Of course, my Lords, I do 
not say that at the present time I am in a position to 

S've you the whole of the details of the working of 
te consplraoy in America. Tour Lordships have 
|>ower8, and it may be necessary to exercise those 
.powers for the ascertainment of the truth. With regard 
Jo certain incidents I shall be able to lay evidence 
i>efore your Lordships, and the evidence referring to 
those incidents will, I think, lead to sources of in- 
formation to which your Lordships can go, if you think 
it necessary for the elucidation of the truth, to ascer- 
tain whether the view I have put to your Lordships is 
ihe correot view or not. Then, my Lords^ we allege 
^at the members who were taking part m the con- 
spiracy and in the overt acts that were done in 
furtherance of the conspiracv advocated resistance to 
law and the constituted authorities and impeded the 
detection and punishment of crime. In connexion with 
tiiat i>art of the case it will be my dutv to brini; 
before your Lordships evidence with regard to the part 
that was taken by some of those named, and by their 
Agents with their knowledge, with regard to persons 
^mo had been charged with some of the worst offences 
"Which w«re committed in Ireland during the years 1880» 
1881, and 1882, and eren later. If I am correctly in» 
s^iMted, some of the acts that were done must have 
oome to tiieir knowledge-^nay, more, must have to a 
pertain extent been carried 6ut witn their authority 
And under their direction. Then, my Lords, tho 
jeventh head is : — 
H i^i^ii^^ pionxients to or for persons who wero 



THX SPECSAL OOUMXSSZOI^^ 9fh 

gauty, or mipposed to be guilty, of the commlaslon of 

crimes, outrages, and acts of boycotting and intimidaT,' 
tion, for their defence, or to enable tbem to escape 
from justice, and for the maintenance of such per80ti9 
and their famiJies." 

I think your Lordships will find when the evidence is 
given with regard to these matters that there will bo 
very little doubt in your Ijordships' minds that sams 
of money, of which many of those gentlemen to whoni 
I have referred had to a greater or less extent the 
control, went for the purposes indicated in that para* 
graph. Then, my Lords, comes the statement u\ 
paragraph 8 : — 

'Mt is char^^ed and alleged that the members of Par* 
liament mentioned in the schedule approved, and bj 
their acts and conduct led people to believe titot the^ 
approved, of resistance to the law and the eommisatoii 
of crimes, outrages, and acts of boycotting and intimi'* 
dation when committed in furtherance oi the objects 
and resolutions of the said societies, and that persons 
who engaged in the commission of such erimest ont* 
rages, and acts would receive the support and pro tec* 
tion of the said societies and of their organisatloQ and 
influence.'' 

I do not think it necessary for me to read paragraphs 
9 to 13, though I will do it if it b desired ; but in 
detail they are merely a little more elaboration of the 
particular acts named, and my reason for not referring 
to them is that I have in general language more or less 
indicated those acts in describing the way in whieh 
the conspiracy was worked. But I will call attention 
to the specific allegation in paragraph 13 — namely^ 
that they and the said societies, with 8u«ih knowledge as 
aforesaid, received large sums of money which were 
collected in America and elsewhere by criminals and per* 
Bons who were known to advocate seaition,assa88ination, 
the use of dynamite, and the commission of erimes and 
outrages. Then your Lordships will find in paragraph 
l4 the allegation respecting three letters publtshea and 
said to bo signed by Mr. Pamell. Or course, your 
Lordships are aware that my learned friend Sir Charles 
Bussell, when he appeared on the last occasion, indi- 
cated to your Lordships that those letters were 
forgeries. I shall in the course of my opening state* 
ment, when I arrive at the incidents to whidi these 

2—2 
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letton refer, make to your Lordfihips statements t&at 
irill to a great extent enable your liordships to judge 
bow far my learned friend will be able to support that 
statement. Probably before the end of this case 
your Lordships will have the fullest opportunity 
of coming to a decision as to whether or not the 
allegation that those letters were forgeries is trne ; 
Imt all I will say at present, dealing with that parti- 
cular allegation, which is one which of course directly 
affects Mr. Pamell and probably only one other indi- 
vidual, is that there will be many documents which 
will have to be referred to in connexion with the inci- 
dent,, and I shall lay before your Loidahips evidence on 
which you will be able to come to a decision as to 
mhat is the truth in the matter. Now,my Lord8,you will 
find in the partieulars a list of the names of the other 
persons who are alleged to have been the associates of 
the members of Parliament, though,of coarse, not all of 
them ; but it will be found that most of the members 
of Parliament were in association with a great mauy 
of those whose names are in the list. I.shall in a few 
moments, I hope, be able to get to a part of the story 
which will render it necessary to refer to these names ; 
therefore, I do not propose to stop now to go througn 
them. When I come to deal with them categorically 
Mid chronologically, I shall have to state to your 
bordships the part which any particular individual 
mentioned in the list took. They are put in the parti* 
cnlsrs in order to give my learned friends the informal 
Uon with regard to those who The Times alleged in 
" Pamellism and Grime " were directly connected 
with the crime and outrage to which reference was 
therein made. Now I gather from your Lordships that 
it is better that I should not assume your Lordships 
to have an intimate knowledge of ** Pamellism and 
Grime ;" therefore I think I should briefly refer to 
oertain passages in which your Lordships will find the 
charges made in plain and unmistakable language. 
With reference to the organization itself I would ask 
▼our Ixndships to refer to the Blue-book before you, 
from which I am obliged to quote from my own speech. 
On page 65 you will find this passage : — 

« Whatever may be the difficulty on the {Mirt of the 
defendants' counsel when they are laying this case 
before you, this I will undertake to demoustrate to 
you— namely, that the libAl^s^ the slanders published in 
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3Phe Times prior to Mr. O'Donndl harinff written him- 
self , by which I mean prior to the 17th of June,refeTred 
to the Land League in Ireland, and to the illegal 
organizations known b;^ that name, and not to the Irish 
Constitutional party with which alone Mr. Lacy knows 
Mr. O'Donnell to lie connected.*' 
Mr. Lucy, my Lords, is a reporter of the Daily Wews. 
whohadbeena witness for Mr. O'Donnell, and had 
stated that he knew Mr. O'Donnell as a member of the 
Irish Constitutional party. Then, if your Lordshipa 
will kindly refer to the top of page 122, yon will find 
the following s — 

"As we go through these I will ask you to watch 
most carefufly, and say, is there any libel that can be 
said to be connected with Mr. O'Donnell ? — because, as 
far as I have gone, the libel, be it true or be it false, 
is against the Lana League, and nobody else." 
Then, again, on page 164 : — 

** I am prepared, if necessary, to call witness after 
witness to prove the facts with regard to the doings of 
the real Land League." 

Now I will ask your Lordships to allow me to refer 
you to the paragraphs which alleged that the organiza- 
tion to which I have referred was one combined con- 
spiracy. At the bottom of page 79 you will find :— 

" Kow, gentlemen, I wish to call your attention to 
one other very remarkable case, and that is the case of 
Woodford. I refer to it because The Times has said, 
and I shall, if necessary, maintain, that there has be^k 
the same continuity of action between the Land League 
and the National League." 
Then, again, on page 107 : — 

*' I shall be able to show you, though it is not lo 
very material, that ouotations in The Times* articles 
from the speeches of Byrne in America were correctly 
reported in the official journals as beinff speeches whicn 
he delivered in which he advocated the use of dyna- 
mite, the knife, and political agitation. I remind you 
that at the end of July, 1883, Carey, the informer, was 
shot by O'Donnell. I shall prove before you that sub- 
scriptions were received all through the year 1883 and 
onwards from the American organization. I shall prove 
before you that in February, 1884, was publisned a 
statement of the amounts that had been collected 
under these funds and published as being a statement 
of account showing, if any part of it was true, the con* 
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nexion between the Irish organization and the American^ 
organization.*' 

I am only now referring to this matter for the parpose 
of indicating that we have throughout maintained— <- 
that Tiie Times and the writera of The Times havo 
throughout pointed out that the organization of which 
Mr. Fameil and his followers aie members was 
intimately connected with the societies in America 
which advocated such courses and conduct as those to 
which I have referred. On page 129 you will find these 
words : — ** We have laid oare some of the ligaments 
that knit the so-called * constitutional movement ' in 
the United Kingdom to its fellow-conspiracy in the 
United States.'' The whole of page 131 contains 
charges of exactly the same character, and in it there 
occurs this passage :— ** He " (that is, Ford) ** sub- 
scribed to the Parliamentary Fund * out of 
bis own private purse,' he * published the reports 
and manitestoes of its officers,' he cheerfully for* 
warded many heavy contributions to the reverend 
treasurer, he * enlisted ' and * called out ' American 
sympathy, he started the Home Rule mass meetings, audi 
elicited and published in his murderous print some 200 
Home Bule letters from American politicians with an 
eye to the Irish vote. Even at the height of the money 
squabble the close relations between the ' constitu- 
tional ' Leaguers and the Fenian skirmishers established 
by Davitt, and ratified by Mr. Parnell on his American 
tour, were carefully maintained." 

The President.— Whose language is this ? 

The Attornet-Genebal.~I think it is an extract 
from the Irish World of July 22, 1882. On pa^e 13G 
there is a passage to which i wish to call attention :— - 

** Davitt explained the secret of the conspirators'-, 
success in a speech of great frankness and ability. 
Former insurrections in Ireland had exclusively relied 
on Irish national sentiment. * But Irish national 
sentiment had not succeeded in winning Irish liberty. 
Recently they had added the power found in the desire 
of a people to improve them {sic) socially. Ihoy had 
to combine the whole Irish race at home and abroad in 
one vast movement. . . . They had to strike at and 
cripple the power of Irish landlordism, England's 
territorial garrison^ in Ireland, before they could call 
into the field of action the full force of Irish manhood 
and Irish nation^ sentiment,' The march, to reiterate 



Kr. Gladstone's felicitous phrase, lies ' throngh ntpina 
to dismemberment/ and the distinctive eharacteristica 
of the League movement, which had made it vigorout 
and progressive where all preceding agitations had 
been fitful and weak, are its Jacobin appeal to agrariao 
greed at home and ita direct invocation of Irish- 
Ameriean race-hatred abroad — ^that hatred which, aa 
Mr. Finerty admits, no English concessions can abat^. 
Sullivan and Mr. William O^Brien also spoke, bat the 
most interesting^ item in the programme was the presen- 
tation of a service of plate to Pat Egan, the fugitive 
treasurer of the League, the man who hinted to the 

* Invincibles ' that * talk ' would never open the gates 
of Kilmainham/' 

On page 146 there are these passages :— 

*' The rest of the story is told, so far as the facts ar6 
eoneemed, in the columns of Ford's newspaper, the 
or j^n of the dynamite party and the channel through 
which, as Davitt has gratefully testified, ' enormous 
sams of money ' have passed into the hands of the 
League. From this trustworthy source we learn that 
Mr. Pamell's party have been associated, not onlv 
before but since the detection of the Phoenix Park 
murderers and the disclosure of the origin of the 

* Invincible ' conspiracy, with Ford himself, who 

* stands by all he has ever said on this doctrine of 
dvnamite ' with Egan, who hinted to the ' Invincibles ' 
that ' talk ' would never get the suspects out of 
Kiimainham, with Sheridan, Brennan, Walsh, Boyton, 
and Byrne, all implicated by Carey's evidence, alt 
fugitives to the United States, and all conspicuous 
members up to that time of the staff of Mr. Pamell's 

* constitutional agitation.' '' ' 

I do not desire to road the succeeding passages, but I 
must indicate them, because they contain a categorical 
reference to a meeting which may possibly be made 
the subject of some evidence. Then on pa*go 152 your 
Lordships wiU find a passage wliioh again puts the 
matter most distinctly : — 

'* Much mystery still attaches to the relations 
between the Irish Land League and the Invincible 
conspiracy which culminated in the Phosniz Park 
muraers, but a ^ood deal is known besides what 
appeared in the evidence at the trials of the complicity 
of some of the * constitutionalists * with that crime. 
It must bo borne in mind that the Parnellites maiuUiu 
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that the Land League and the National Leagae in 
Ireland, England, the United States, are all constitu- 
tional bodies working by lawful means for lawful ends. 
It must also be remembered that there is a complete 
solidarity established between all the Leagues in the 
three countries. In dealing with the question of funds, 
at any rate, the Irish Land League and the National 
League, with the affiliated societies in Great Britain 
and America, must be regarded as one orf^anization. 
Ihe American branch of the League has always been 
(he chief source of supplies ; and the English branch 
was also founded to sudsidize the movement in 
Ireland. The unity of the organization on both sides 
of the Irish Channel is proved by a secret article, 
which was issued bv the executive of the League at 
Westminster three days after the j^arent society was 
in Ireland suppressed ; the document is interesting also 
on account oi the proof it affords that the conspirators 
recognized the illegality of their proceedings.'' 

I need not now refer to the details of that particular 
circular, for I am only justifying the allegation which 
we have made that the League and the various societies 
of which these gentlemen were members formed one 
continuous and united organization. Now, I have to 
justify the statement in the particulars that the 
organization depends, in carrying out its objects, upon 
tiie commission of crime,, and I will call attention to a 
few passages, in order that your Lordships mav see 
that I am not passing outside the charges and allega- 
tions made in the particulars. On page 67 you will find 
this passage : — 

** The whole organization of the Land League and its 
successor the National League depends upon a system 
of intimidation, carried oat by the most brutal means, 
and resting ultimately upon the sanction of murder. 
The Irifh Home Kule party glory in being the inventors 
of this organization, and openly base their appeals, 
whether of the wheedling or of the menacing kind, 
upon the knowledge that its power is at their 
disposal.'' 

I referred to that some time ago, when I spoke of the 
way in which this organization did its work and of 
what was necessary to its success. I mention it now, 
in order to indicate to your Lordships the charges and 
allegations that have been made. On page 73 were is 
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the following statement of my own— it ia not a quota- 
tion from * * Parnellism and Grime " : — 

*' The charge made was this— that the Land League 
and its successor the National League depends apon a 
system of intimidation carried out oy the most brutal 
means, and resting ultimately upon the sanction of 
murder. There are one or two other passages to which 
I will refer when I come to deal with the libels later 
on, in which, in di£ferent language, the same idea ifl 
put forward, that a reign of terror, intimidation, and 
tyranny, supported by outrage, was the policy of the 
Land League during the years to which I refer. Now* 
gentlemen, do not let it be supposed that I am going 
to deal with the small frj^ of this organisation. I am 
going to put before yon evidence of the fact that in the 
presence of their leaders, sometimes by the leaders 
themselves, were made speeches at Land League 
meetings, directly inciting to outrage, inciting to 
arson, inciting to treatment which has led to the most 
iniquitous resuli». Please understand this — that while 
upon the one side I shall put before >Ott affirmative 
evidence of the infamous speeches that were being made 
by many of these men, sometimes by the leaden them-* 
selves, and at other times in their presence, on not 
one single occasion do we find the slightest speech, or 
one single expression, directed to diverting the miads of 
the people from outrage — to diverting wem from the 
acts which certainly followed^ ana which to the 
knowledge of these men followed." 

Probably the words *' on not one single oeoasion " 
may have to be slightly qualified, as the evidence 
which I shall lay before you now stands, because 
it may be that in one or two speeches there 
is some slight reference to — I cannot call it 
condenmation of — ^the outrages and crimes committed. 
But, at any rate, the statement is proved that in the 
vast majority of instances there is language inciting to 
crime without the least condemnation of the conduct 
that might reasonably be expected to follow. Now 
look at page 77. You will there find these words : — 

'* Now, gentlemen, I will take you to Castleisland. in 
which also murders took place, and in which I shall 
be able to prove before vou there was praetically 
no disorder and no disturbance of any kind until the 
Tjuid LeaAue meeting took place. In the jear 1880 
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Gastleislaod was honoured by a speech from no less a 
'gentleman than Mr. Biggar, who was one of the lead- 
ing Parliamentary allies and Land League treasarcr. 
At that meeting were present Mr. Arthur 0'(/onnor 
and Mr. Harrin^on, of the Kerry Sentinel, I do not 
like to make mistakes, but I think it will turn out that 
that is one of the Mr. Harringtons who is a member of 
parliament now. Now let us look at what Mr. Biggar 
said in his speech at Oastleisland on the 10th of 
October, 1880.^' 

I need not read the speech now, as I shall have to 
sead it later on. I only indicate it as a charge made 
in our particulars. Then on page 82 please note these 
words : — 

*^ Gentlemen, I have occupied a very great deal of 
your time in describing to you what I am about to 

K[)ve in connexion with this Land League. I shall call 
fore you. unless any admission by the plaintiff or his 
counsel makes it unnecessary for me to do so, witness 
After witness — I am afraid a great many — who will 

Sove the speeches. It will be proved before yon that 
ese sneeobes were made in the presence of members 
of Parliament who are now spoken of as bein^ the 
trusted allies of Mr. Pamell and the constitutional 
leaders, together with Mr. O^Donnell. I shall prove 
before you the occurrence of these murders. I shall 
prove before yon that the murders followed these 
speeches in the way I have been describing, and that 
no apparent cause of any sort or kind has ever been 
suggested, or can ever be suggested, with all the in- 
ffenoity of my learned friend and those who assist him, 
ifor this exttaordinarr oaiburst of crime, exoeptmg tlie 

Jgitation of the Land League, which had been started 
n the autumn of 1879, and continued throughout the 
whole of the years 1880 and 1881." 
Xour Lordships will remember that that passage was 
referred to by 81r Charles Russell at the preliminary 
meeting. I refer to it now ' for the purpose of indi* 
l^atinff again that the charge was there madei and to 
say that we shall attempt to produoe eyfdence to 
lustify the allegation so made on behalf of The Timet, 
Kow 1 refer to page 109 ; — 

** Now, gentlemen, Mr. O'Donnell has told you that 
for years before 1887 he had regarded the Parliament 
system with repugnance. He told you through his 
witnesses and hy his letters that he had left even the 



THE SPECIAL COMMTSKIO*. 45 

Farnellite party and had nothing whatever to do with 
the Farnellite party in 1883, and vet, writing in 1887 
of an organization which eziated in 1872 and 1880, 
before Mr. O'Donnell joined it, and of an organization 
which had nothing in the world to do with the Parlia- 
mentary action of Mr. O'Donnell, he thinks fit to 
•aggeftt, for the purpose of maintaining this action, 
that The Times alloded to him when the:^ talked about 
this organiKation. * Mr. Gladstone declared that " with 
fatal and painful precision crime dogged the steps of 
the Land League. ' ' That, you are aware, is a quota- 
tion from Mr. Gladstone's speech in April. * Again hft 
pointed out that the League depends upon boycotting, 
and that the sanction of boycotting ** by .which alone it 
can in the long run be made thoroughly effective 
is murder. '' * That, again, is a distinct quotation from 
Mr. Gladstone's speech in April. If it is not true, let 
them say it is not true. The Times had not initiated 
this statement." 

I refer to that as showing what was charged in the 
proceedings in the ease of " O'Donnell v. Waiter." The 
proof of that statement will, of coarse, depend upon 
the evidence which I shall have to lay before vouf 
Lordships later on. On page 112 you will find these 
words : — 

*' ' What is the basis and sanction of the suitabiA 
organization except the murder, not of landlords, 
but of tenants, which Mr. Gladstone found to lie 
at the back of boycotting ? When Mr. Biggar confines 
himself to not recommendinj; the murder of landlords, 
is it in any degree wonderful bo find outrage and murder 
varying in the direct ratio of the frequency of League 
meeting^ ? But all these gentlemen might have been 
more discreet in their reported utterances without 
affecting the case in any way. . It is not necessary to 
show that the leaders of the Home Rule movement 
have directly incited to crime. It is enough if it can 
be shown '--please note this — ' that the organization 
which gives them their power, which elects their 
nominees, ajid which pays their salaries derives its 
power in turn from the systematic perpetration of 
crime. That, at any rate, is proved u|> to the hilt. 
There are volnmes of evidence, and it is being added 
to every day.' " 

The passage goes on :— '* The whole oreanization of 
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the Land League and its snccessor, the National 
League, depends upon a system of intimidation, carried 
out oy the most brutal means, and resting ultimately 
upon the sanction of murder." On {lage llo we read :~- 

" The Land League, he argued in the following 
month (like the National Leaeue to-da^), relied upon 
the ' combined intimidation ' of boycotting to enforce 
ita decrees, * and the sanction of boycotting, that 
which stands in the rear of boycotting, and by which 
alone boycotting can in the long run be made 
thoroughly effectiye is the murder which is not to be 
denounced.' " 

I may pause here to observe that I have some remark- 
able facts to bring to your notice with reference to un- 
discovered crime, for, owing, as we suggest, to the 
action of the Land League and the Na^onal League, 
criminals enloyed immunity from punishment. On page 
129 let me draw attention to the following passages : — 

" We have seen how Mr. O'Donneirs * constitutional 
organization ' was planned bv Fenian brains, founded 
on a Fenian loan, and reared by Fenian hands ; how 
the infernal fabric ' rose like an exhalation ' to the 
Bound of murderous oratory ; how assassins guarded it 
about, and enforced the high decrees of the secret 
conclave within by the bullet and the knife. Of that 
conclave to-day, three members sit in the Imperial 
Parliament, four are fugitives from the law ; against 
one a true bill for murder stands recorded ; all the 
exiles consort with professed assassins since their 
flight. It remains to show that the * distinguished 
representatives ' at home have continuously maintained 
their relations with the murderers who fled and the 
murdeieni who harbour them. In Parliament and before 
Biiglish audiences Mr. Pamell and his lieutenants have 
repeatedly denied their American accomplices. They 
ignore the secret historv of the Central Bxecutive. The 
memories of Brennan, |^an, Sheridan, and Boyton are 
cherished in silence. Tney never mention John Walsh, 
their chief organiser, or Frank Byrne, their secretary. 
Vhe feats of these heroes in 'the campaign ' are 
shrouded in oblivion. But Ford and Finerty they dis« 
cuss with the assurance of calumniated innocence. 
Ford, indeed, did at one time give them some little 
help. His services, however, were trifling ; his paper 
vas * merely used aa a medium fox suhscriDtionft.' and 
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i3)8 Farnellites wonld hare got the monoT * sll tito 
same if the Irish World had ne^er existed.' " 

If you turn to page 144 you will see that, after reading 
the manifesto signed bv Mr. Famell, Mr. DUlon, ana 
Michael Davitt after the Phoenix Park ouirderfy I 
said ; — 

" I think yoQ will see this manifesto, whieb would 
go broadcast throagh Ireland, would be a direct atiaoK 
upon the secret part of the Juand League organization* 
that part of the Land League organization whieh haa 
been promoting outrages, whieh had been promoting 
V>7ootting, and which had been winking at murder." 

I think now that I have justified the charge as to the 
organization depending upon intimidation, carried out 
by the most brutal means, and resting ultimately upon 
murder. I shall have to call attention to a number of 
passages from speeches that have been made* On page 
llO it will be seen that I said :— 

'* I have read to you two or three speeches, and yov 
will hear more, in which those sentiments are ennn* 
ciated by prominent members of the Home Rule vtatf 
in the sense in which T?ie Times referred to ttiem. 
Nor is the turpitude of these incitements to crime in 
any degree reduced by the cold-blooded condemnation 
of murder sometimes resorted to by Mr. Famell and 
others. When Mr. Biggar says that it is no part of the 
duty of the League to recommend the shooting of land- 
lords, and when Mr. Famell points out that recourse 
to such measures is unnecessary where there is 
a suitable organization among the tenants, it is need- 
less to sav that they inflame rather than calm tibe evil 
passions of their hearers. " 

The allegation is that murder followed the delivery of 
these speeches. I said at tiie trial of '* O'EknmeU T« 
VV'alter " (page 73) ;— 

''I shall be able to show yon by picking out pais 
ticular districts that certain speeches were made and 
ianguase used at those meeting to people already in- 
flamed oy suggestions of their ill-treatment of tiie most 
inflammatory character, and I shall show how murders 
followed those speeches, and yet speeches again re- 
peated, and this conduct which I venture to term dia- 
bolical, continued for a period of certainly two or 
three years. I say if I establish this by tbe evidence 
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•-wbiehfthoagh it may be long to take and record, it if 
.necessary should be recorded — I shall make good that 
part of the libel which it is in one sense necessary for 
me to make good — ^namely, that of the organization of 
whom we spoke the allegations were ttne." 

Then there are direct references to some of the 
gentlemen oonoemed, charging them with remaining in 
commonication with persons who had defended conduct 
•noh as that which 1 have described. I think it saffi- 
fiient for the porpose of justifying this particular alle* 
tfation to call attention to pages 73 and 74. Now as 
to tile connexion with the party of violence in America. 
On page 82 yon will find :— 

'' It was resolved on the 21st of October, 1879, that 
Mr. Pamell should proceed to America in order to 
obtain assistance ; in the course of my evidence I shall 
prove before yon, by statements made in the official 
Organs of the Land League party, that Mr. Pamell did 

ftrooeed to America. I shall be able to show yoa, I 
hink, beyond all question that he was in communica- 
tion with men named Ford, Devoy, and with a man 
named Walsh, and I think I shall be able to show you 
that about the 11th of March, 1880, when Mr. Pamell 
was present in New York, the American Land League 
WAS formed* and^ gentlemen, although I am not certain 
at the present time whether I shall be able to prove 
the exact amount, you will have, I think, no doubt 
whatever that they are very large sums of money 
which came over from the American Land League to 
the Irish Land League." 
Tben on page 116 : — 

'< In December Mr. Pamell and Mr. Dillon sailed for 
.America, and immediately communicated with Ford and 
the prlnoipal Fenian ex-convicts. It is unnecessary to 
dilate upon the speeches Mr. Pamell delivered en his 
tonr. They were frankly treasonable. Their snirit 
tnay be divined from the celebrated passage in wnich 
* the constitutional leader ' revealed his * ultimate 

£al.' * None of us,' he declared, ' whether we are in 
oierioa or in Ireland, or wherever we may be, will 
be satisfied until we have destroyed the last link 
which keeps Ireland bound to England.' Mr. Parnell 
found that sentence troublesome last May, and, not for 
the first time, disclaimed it as a calumny. Two days 
later a corresuondent confronted him in TheTimea 
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Trith the special report published in the ItUiK World of 
March 6, 1880. Ford himself has sinoe gentty 
rebuked and magnanimously pardoned the moiml 
cowardice of his leader's denial.'' 
^.t page 116 is a passage to which I am aboat tp 
^er. It is : — 

** The general election of 1880 aaddeolj intempt«d 
Ifr. Pamell's tonr. He lett his interests in Amerie* in 
the hands of Ford and the Fenians. Boon the orgnni* 
ntion in Ireland assumed its regular shape. Xhe ' ezo« 
cutive committee ' controlled the whole maehinefy, 
and among the most active members of that committee 
were Mr. Pamell, Mr. Sexton, and later Mr. Arthor 
O'Connor, Mr. Patrick Egan, treasurer to the Leagae* 
Air. Thomas Brennan, secreftary to the Leagne, Mr. 
Michael Boyton, * chief organizer * in Leinster, and 
Mr. P. J. Sheridan, * chief organizer ' in Connaognt." 
At page 150 there is a passage which has not beeii 
given which I think I ought to read : — 

*^ In view of the desperate, but futile, efforts still 
made to draw a distinction between the obstructive 
and the destructive wings of the Home Rule army, it 
is very interesting to note how inextricably their anairs 
are intertwined in the financial department. The two 
most important collections made by Ford were the 
Land League Fund and the Skirmishing Fund.'' ** ThiA 
is not alleged to be libellous." 

One more passage merely, at page 158. Mv learned 
friend TMr. Graham) points out that I ought also to 
have referred to the lines at the top of page 151, to 
show that the money which was diverted from the 
proper objects of the Skirmishing Fund went to bay 
up a couple of newspapers amalgamated to form UniUd 
Ireland, which is the recognized organ of the Irish 
Land League. My Lord, there are a number of refer- 
ences to persons by name, many of whom, as I have 
already told your Lordship, are persons not named in 
the particulars. I do not know whether m learned 
friends desire that I should ^o through ** PameUisni 
and Crime " at the present time for the pforpose o{ 
showing that those passages were justified by passages 
in ** Pamellism and Crime." If it is of the leas^ 
assistance to your Lordship or my learned friends, w« 
have prepared lists for the purpose of showing the 
passages which range themselves under the same liead 
with the passages in ** Pamellism and Crime." They 
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liave \men Indicated in the paiticularB, which have IDeen 
wrawred with the utmost care. 

DIB C. BussBLL.— I do not complain of what iB con- 
fined in the partioolars. My complaint is of what if 
not in the particulars. I shall explain what I mean hj 
that tonnotTOW morning. 

pnbe Attoaitkt-Ghnbral. — I can only, of coar8e,deal 
with what is in the particulars. I only wiah to indj- 
eate that any assistance I can giye to yomr Lordships 
I should be delighted to give. I am omy referrini; to 
It in thia detail in view of what your Lordship said on 
4be last occasion— that yon had not read ** Parnellism 
and Grime." 

The PBBUDSirr. — I have read every word since, and 
I may add I am also in possession of a very minute 
mdez to the whole. 

The ArroMnnr-GENERAL.— That will relieve me from 
the yexy irksome and laborious task of reading the 
passages. 

The President.— I think it would lead to some 
ftCcommodation with your learned friend (Sir C. 
Bossell) if you supplied him with the particulars to 
which you refer. 

The Attorney-General.— I shall see that he has 
the particulars of the passages to which I have re- 
ferred. I think I have justified tibe statement that I 
have made, that these chaiges and allegations are con- 
tained in ''Parnellism ai^ Crime,'' and after the 
admission of my learned friend 

8iR C. BussELL.— I did not make that admission. I 
■aid I did not complain of what was in the particalarsi 
hat of what is not in them. 

The AnoRNEi&GENERAL.— I do not know what my 
learned friend means. Yoisr Lordships' orders were that 
partieolars of the charges and allegations which were 
made should be given. These particulars have been 
given, and I am prepared to justify — ^to prove every 
eiiigie one of those charges and allegations contained 
eilner in the pages of ** Parnellism and Crime " or in 
the speech I made as counsel for the defendants in 
** Ol>oimell r. Walter. '* If that be seriously dis- 
ntted, I will go on with my somewhat mono- 
lonons and laborious task of reading from 
these PHlM. If it be not disputed. I am 
•Qateat to leave it there. 
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The Fbistdent.— So far as we are ooneemed we are 
of opinion that you have, in fact, soflBoiently indicated 
/he charges contained in the particulars. 

The Attornet-Genbral.^I now propose to give to 
3our Lordships an outline of wbat I am aboat to prove 
vith regard to the connexion of individuals with the 
organization to which I Imve referred. I propose to 
start practically with the f ormatiou of the Land League 
it 18/9. Prior to the formation of the Land League 
tbere had been, as- your Lordships know, as a matter of 
ocnnnon*knowiedge and of history, the Fenian agitation^ 
ccnspiracy, and organization, which had to a great 
extent failed, and it is essential that your Lordships 
should understand in this connexion wluit it was that 
drew together the various strands, as I have called 
th«m, of the organization and enabled them to work for 
the common object. The Fenian oi^anization, as I 
gather from the authorities to which I have referred, 
had apparently failed because it would in no way assist 
the occupiers of the land. There undoubtedly were a 
certtin number of Fenians in various parts ot Ireland. 
I do not know how far it will appear whether any 
uurtieular individuals who are charged were themselves 
Jrenians, but it will appear clearly to your Lordships 
that somehow or other a fresh departure was made at 
the time of the formation of the Land League, and we 
think it essential, in order that you mav understand 
the position, that you should appreciate what our 
view is with regard to the causes which led to the 
combiiation. Ametica. is the chief source of supply. 
It will be proved beyond all question— in fact, I do not 
know, when the proof comes to be thoroughly 
investigated, that those against whom the charges are 
made vill seriously dispute it — by far the largest 
amount of money came from America. The money in 
America was, as I have already indicated, coUeeted to 
a large extent through papers — through the agency of 
men who advocated the most extreme measures, who 
advocated the use of dynamite, and the most violent 
steps for the removal of any obnoxious person. That was 
the one element which was necessary to combine with 
the party who did not sympathize altogeth^, or to any 
great extent » with extreme measures. Then there 
were in Ireland the occupiers of the land, and, in their 
connexion with the occupiers of the land, it was 
necessacr to satisfy the American subsonhem that hj 
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eoaplin^ tbeir agitations and OT]gaiiizatloiis vith the 
agranan agif at ion asd orgaauaHon tbeir end — tliat is 
to aar the end for ^Hiieh they were working — ^wonld 
be effected ; and, aeeordingly, as yoor LwdBbips wiL 
pee after I eome to deal with the speeches deliTered 
under the anspiees of the Land League, and by manr off 
the i^eBtloDen wb<Me names nre mentioned in these 
pnrticnlais, the landlords were to be the person* 
•gainst ^dioB tiie attacks were to be levelled ; and so 
toe intesesta of the tenant oecopters were excited 
beeanse they were led to betiere that tlirongh tide 
agitation wonid come to them direct benefit in the 
land being obtained at a ▼ery low rent, €r, in maoj 
cases, at no rent at all ; and it will appear, onksa 
eontemorary record is abeofaitely nntrathfol, that 
time aner time those vho were addressed at those 
meetings were told that the effect of the agitation 
woold be to drive the landlords oat of Ireland 
altogether, lliat was the way in whidi, as it will be 
shown, the interests of those who were occiqyying the 
land were drawn in the same direction as those who 
were eontribating to the fands. l!1ieo, my Lords, eame 
the qoestion of how this organisation or con^iiracy was 
to be rendered effeetire, and it will be prored-^I do 
not yet know whether it will be disputed—that cue of 
the principles that was advocated by the Land Leagae 
was this^— that no evicted land should be oeevpied and 
that anrbody who took possession of a farm which 
shTold become Taeant by eviction or who took pooaes 
sion of another man's land should be treated as being 
one of the worst of criminals, should be subjected to 
treatment such as I shall haye to describe when I refer 
to the speeches themselres, and should, if necessary, 
be remoTcd from the face of the earth. Unless tiie 
evidence which we have to lay before tou is absolutely 
mistaken, unless the witnesses have been completely 
misleading those to whom thev have made statements^ 
it is clear that time after time the excited hearers at 
the meetings were told that if any person was found 
base enough to take an evicted farm steps were to be 
taken against htm which would lead, and did lead in 
many cases unfortunately, to bis being removed from 
the i4ace where 'he was, removed by most violenv 
meaiw, and, if necessary, by murder. Now, my Lords, 
it was further necessary that this organization should 
be practicaUy universal, and accordingly, after a date 
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which I shall mention, particalarly in the jean 1880, 
1881, and 1882, those gentlemen whose names have 
been mentioned m the particulars were parties to the 
ttarting of what were called Land League branches by 
ihe hundred in every pirt of Ireland. The duty of those 
vho carried on those Land League branches was that 
^ey were to carry out the decrees of the Land Leacue 
It the way I have described — by making it impossible 
f<ir any bod v to take an evicted farm, and by making it 
impossible for a landlord to obtain anv return from an 
encted farm — the result being that the American 
section were informed and led to believe that if the 
money they were subscribing was used for the purposes 
to which I have referred — that is, to spread this 
wholesale and terrible intimidation among those who 
ooeupied the land — the most fatal blow would be 
struck at the landlord garrison, who were supposed to 
be the English garrison m Ireland. There is no doubt 
tha^ there has j^revailed, and there has been recognized 
as prevailing m over^ Irish tenant, a land hunger. 
Those who have studied history aod the evidence in 
this particular case know that the Irish peasant is most 
eagei to occupy land. Nothing would prevent his 
occupying lana except dire terror and absolute intimi- 
dation — intimidation to such an extent that he was 
fearful for his life and for his existence. Your Lord- 
ships will find, when I come to work this oat by evi« 
dence,that, unless the organization was prepared to go 
the length of saying, ** You occupy that laud on peril 
of your life," it would have ceased to be an effective 
organization, and I shall show that these gentlemen 
who spoke, and their agents who, with their know* 
ledge, were advocating the steps to which I have re- 
ferred, did practically indicate to their hearers that 
they were not to allow any person to be so base, such 
a brute, such a criminal, such a loathsome object as to 
remain in possession or take possession of an 
evicted farm ; and those individuals who thought fit 
to take possession of an evicted farm were subjected 
to grievous outrages, and were, not infrequently, 
murdered. The actual date at which we suggest this 
organization came into existence was at the end of the 
year 1879. And who were the founders of the Land 
League ? Your Lordships will find that the president 
was Mr. Farncll ; the secretaries wore Mr. Kettle, 
Mr. Davitt. and a man named Brennan : the treasurers 
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were Mr. Bi(|[gar,Mr. 0'SaUivan,and Mr. Patrick EigaQ« 
Your Lordships will probably kiiow,from the enamera< 
tion of the names, that those are men whose names 
recur frecmentW in the pages of ** Famellism and 
Grime." I shall have to say a great deal as to what 
has become of these men, where they are now,and where 
they have been since certain material dates, bat 
Brennan, Egan, and some others practically have not 
been in this country since a date in 1883, to which I 
shall call attention. Now, my Lords, these leaders of 
the Land League employed and engaged organizers to 
go through the length and breadth of Ireland, and I 
shall mention to your Lordships the names of some 
organizers who were employed bv the Land League, 
and who, I shall ask your Lordships to come to bhe 
conclusion, were without doubt paid by the Land 
League, and who had no other visible means of 
existence ; some of whom abandoned other oecupationB 
for the purpose of becoming Land League organizers 
and agitators. I shall mention some of the principal 
names in connexion with that part of the work wmch 
was essential to be performed in order that the oon** 
spiracy or organization might be effective ; P. J. 
Sheridan, who was a publichouse keeper at Tubber- 
curry, and was one of the principal organizers in the 
west ; Mr. J. Boy ton, the son of a Leinster shopkeeper 
at a place called Bath-na-Qlen ; P. J. Gordon, who 
was a shoemaker in county Mayo ; J. W. Nally, who 
had no fixed occupation ; Matthew Harris, now « 
mismber of Parliament, but then a builder at Balli- 
nasloe ; J. W. Walsh, a commercial traveller ; T. 
Brennan, a secretary ; a man named Kelly, who was 
an organizer in Tralee ; J. P. Quinn ; and a school- 
master of the name of Sullivan. I do not wish to 
speak positively, because there may be a mistake as 
to some one or two ; but I believe that, without ez« 
ception, these men had no practical interest in this 
land question. They were organizers for the Land 
League with the knowledge of Mr. Pamell, of Mr. 
Dillon, of Mr. J. O'Connor, and of Mr. Redmond, 
mentioning those which come first into my mind, and 
of many others whose names I shall enumerate. I 
shall prove before your Lordships that the work of 
the Land League during the years 1881 and 1882 was the 
starting of branches in every part of Ireland where 
there was the least chance of their influence heiag 
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felt, for the purpose of rendering it im^ssible for 
landlords in tnat district to collect their rents or 
making it absolutely impossible fur any land from 
which any tenant had been evicted to be occapied by 
any man, and praviding for the punishment of 
those who were rash or courageous enough to resist 
the inflaence and intimidation of the League. 
About the same time — namely, about the beginning off 
1880 — Mr. Pamell visited America. He went with Mr. 
Dillon, and it will be proved that his expenses were 
paid by the Land League. It is not a very material 
matter, but there are several matters in connexion with 
the relations between Mr. Famell and others of hiB 
party and those in America which make it not unim- 
portant that the way in which these expeditioQS to 
America were conducted should be proved before your 
liordships. I think it will appear clearly that from 
that date there was for a long time harmonious action 
between the American section and the Land League at 
home, and for this reason, that the American section 
were satisfied that their aims and objects would be 
effected by those who were keeping up what they 
termed the war against England, and who were making 
reprisals against those who occupied land contarary to 
the will of the Land League. The fact is that the 
Irish nation were constantly spoken of as being at war 
with the English nation — a war being carried on against 
the tenants who would not carry out the behests of the 
Land League — a war in which the landlords who were 
murdered were treated as victims in what were spoken 
of as the victories obtained b; the Irish over the Enic- 
lish nation. Your Lordship^ will find on the evidence 
that Mr. Famell and Mr. Dillon, the envoys to 
America, were in communication with Devoy,a convicted 
Fenian, and also with a man named Walsh ; and shortly 
after Mr. Farnell went to America there was formed 
an American branch of the Land League, of whom a 
very considerable number of members were either 
selected, nominated, or recommended by Mr. Famell 
himself. That Mr. Famell had a ereatdeal to do with the 
formation of the American Lana League, if my instruc- 
tions are correct, there can be no sort of doubt. 
Who was doing the work of the Land League at home ? I 
have mentioned Egan,who was the treasurer in conjunc- 
tion with Mr. Biggar, and Mr. Davitt and Mr. Brennan 
were jsacretaria^ ; but in the beginning of 1881 Mr. Davitt 
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was arrested, and then occurred an event of very con* 
siderable importance,to which,in conQexion with certain 
Other matters, I direct your Lordships' especial attention. 
It was about the same time that the warrant for the 
apprehension of Mr. £gan was issued, at the beginning 
of the year 1881, in connexion with charges of the 
same kmd as those in respect of which cheridan had 
been^ arrested. The warrant was issued imder the 
Special Act in force under which the Habeas Corfnis 
Act was suspended. The result of the warrant being is- 
sued was that Mr. Egan left the country and went to 
Paris — I am referring merely to the beginning of 1S81, 
On Mr. Egan going to Paris, from time to time a con- 
siderable number of the other leading members of the 
Land League were found in Paris with him. Mr. 
Pamell was there, Mr. Matthew Harris was there, Mr. 
0*Leary, whom I have not before mentioned, was there, 
and some others were there. The mere fact of people 
going to Paris is nothing ; they may go there for 
pleasure or a thousand things, but in connexion with 
what I shall have to lay before your Lordships, I shall 
submit to yoviT Lordships that the reason why Mr. Egan 
was in Paris in 1 881 was because it was not safe for him 
to remain either in Ireland or in England. There will 
be some evidence forthcoming as to what was the 
biisinesB which took Mr. Egan to Paris, and Mr. Matthew 
Harris, and Mr. OXeary, and Mr. Pamell, and some 
others. So far as I know, Mr. Matthew Harris waa 
nothing more than an organizer of the Land League. 
Beyond all question, I think Matthew Harris was 
in communication with Mr. Egan at tills time as an 
organizer of the Land League, and for no other 
purpose. I shall also be able to show that Matthew 
Harris was drawing considerable sums of money from 
Mr. Egan, sometimes as much as £20 or £30 at a time. 
I am not at present dealing with the c^uestion how that 
money was expended, but am simply giving the outlines 
of the evidence, on which I shall askvour Lordships to 
come to the conclusion that Mr. Harris, Mr. Egan, 
Mr. Pamell, and others to whom I have referred were 
In Paris on the business of the same conspiracy of the 
tame organization which had previously been carried 
on in Dublin, and your Lordships will also find, I be- 
lieve, that during this time Egan continued to be the 
treasurer of the Land League. There mav be some ex- 
planation of this moetine m Paris of nrhir.u we have no 
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Idea. I am only indicating what I am prepared to 
prove. At abont the same time certain correspondence 
passed which was pat in evidence at the last trial, and 
some of that correspondence— all of it, in fact — I shall 
have to pat in evidence before your Lordships, and I 
wish to refer to one or two letters. On the 24th of 
Febmarv, 1881, Egan being in Paris, this letter was 
written dj him. I am not at present able to tell yoor 
Lordships to whom,althoQgh fall information will pro- 
bably be given in the coarse of the inquiry. The letter 
was in these terms :*~ 

" 24th Feb. 1881 

•• My dear Friend— Write under cover to Madame J 

Rouyer 99 Avenae de Villiers. Mr, Parnell is here and 

will remain for about a week. I have spoken to him 

about farther advance for the * A * fand, he has no ob- 

i'ection and you may count upon it. All goes well. We 
lave met Mr O'L and other friends who are here, and 
all are agreed that prompt and decisive action is called 
for. 

" «• Yrs vy faithfully >, P. EoAN.'' 

My Lords, I notice in reading the ahorthand note of the 
preliminary proceedings before your Lordships, that Sir 
Charles Russell said that I suggested that the *'A'' fund 
was an assassination fund. I did nothing of the kind. 
I said distinctly that I did not know what the *' A " 
fund referred to ; but this I did say, that if Mr. Egan's 
presence in Paris was for an innocent purpose, I asked 
why it was necessary to write, not direct to him^ but 
to write under cover to the person whose name is given. 
And I also call your LordshiiM' attention to the refer* 
ence to ** 0*L. and other friends who are here, and 
all are agreed that prompt and decisive action is 
called for.^' On the 3d of February Davitt was 
arrested ; on the 15th of March Sheridan was arrested. 
What we suggest to your Lordships is that the ** prompt 
and decisive action called for'* was the continuing of 
the agitation in the parts of Ireland where the power 
of the League was not already so powerful as they 
wished it to be, and it refers to steps to be taken by 
Sheridan and other organizers for the purpose ox 
making the power of this conspiracy paramount where- 
everthey could, and to enforce its uecrees in the way 
to which I have already referred. There are certain 
other letters which nasscd in the same way, but which 
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I do not wiBh to read joat now^as the^ are not material 
except with reference to handwriting. Of course, 
I do not know at the present time what case is 
going to be made with regard to these letters of 
Mr. Egan. Whether it is going to be suggested 
that they are forgeries or hot. If so, your Lordships 
will have to inquire into that. If they are forgeries, 
there are four or five people whose handwriting has 
been forged. If they are genuine letters, I shall ask 
your Lordsh'ps to come to the conclusion that Egan 
was in Paris consorting with persons named in the 
particulars for the purpose of carrying on the business 
of the Land League, of the conspiracy, or whatever 
it may be callea ; further than that, my Lords, that 
the presence of this man at the time that certain events 
were going on in Ireland and the receipt of moneys from 
Mr. Egan by Mr. Harris at this time show that the 
position of Mr. Harris was that which I have indicated 
as being an organizer of the Land League, and a person 
who was carrying out the particular line of conduct 
which I have suggested. 

At this point the Court adjoomed for luncheon. On 
its re-assembling, 

The ATTORNEY-GEa^ERAli continued,— When your 
Lordships adjourned I had read that letter from Egan 
of the 24th of February, 1881, and mentioned that I 
should put in other letters which passed in 1881 with 
reference to Mr. Parnell being in Paris, and showing 
that Egan was in Paris at the same time. They are 
only really of importance as to subsequent questions of 
handwriting. I can very briefly pass over mcideqts of 
1881 until 1 have touched that part of the subject which 
relates to what was being done by the Land League and 
those who are mentioned in the particulars during the 
years 1880 and 1881. I desire to break the story by 
giving first a statement as to what was going on prior 
to the time that Mr. Parnell was in prison, and showing 
what was being done after Mr. Piamell and certain 
Others were in prison. In August, 1881, United Ireland 
was started. It was edited hy Mr. William O'Brien, 
and Mr. Egan and Mr. Parnell were the principal share- 
holders. It absorbed three other papers known as the 
Irishman, the Flag of Ireland, and the Shamrock. I am 
not quite sure whether une of those did not continue 
tor some time as a senarate paper, nubliahed under the 
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same direction as United Ireland. From the month of 
August, 18tJl, United Ireland was to a great extent one 
of the recognized organs' of the Land League and its 
organization. I have told your Lordships that it was on 
the ISth of October that Mr. Parnell was arrested 
and put in Kilmainham, with other easpects, whose 
names will comu up in relation to later inci- 
dents. I am now anxious to make good at 
once. what I may call the history of the doings of the 
Land League, prior to the time that Mr. Parnell was 
put in prison. I admit that the task is one of very 
considerable difficulty, because of the enormous mass 
of matter which will have to be put in evidence before 
your Lordships. You will notice by the particulars a 
very large number of speeches. It would be absurd 
for me to occupy time by reading the whole of those 
speeches to your Lordships. I xiropose, therefore, to 
take cert.ain counties, and instead of merely multiplying 
the number of speeches and of outrages, 1 propose 
to bring before your Lordshins as directly as I can what 
were the speeches being made to which practically all 
the gentlemen to whom I have referred were parties, 
in which some of them took part, and what was the 
consequence of those speeches. I propose to begin with 
the county of Galway, though I snail refer to Mayo, 
Clare, Kerry, and possibly Cork, unless it may become 
nnnecessary, in the course of making clear my^ state- 
ment. In the first place, I will give your Lordships the 
general features of what I am going to show. I am 
going to show, in a large number of instances, the, 

Sractically speaking, auiet state of things prior to the 
elivery or these speecnes. I shall show your Lordships, 
by overwhelming testimony, that concurrently with the 
delivery of the speeches and following director thereon 
outrages increased both in number and violence, the 
police force being required enormously to be increased, 
and, in fact, the ordinary relations between the autlio- 
rities and those who lived in the parts named were abso- 
lutely disturbed and completely disrupted. Farther, I 
shall show that there were practised on the people 
who had offended against the decrees of the League, who 
had not carried out what was supposed to be the law of 
the League, punishments of the most cruel, vindictive, 
and disgraceful character. I mentioned to your Lordships 
before the adjournment that one of the main tenets of 
the Luod Lea^nie was that no vacated land must ba 
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taken possession of without the consent of the Land 
League. Now, I ask yoor Lordships to let me pictnre 
the state of Gal way in I8d0. Your Lordships will be 
able to observe whether I have ondoly exaggerated the 
matter when I read a series of speeches which 
occurred in Galway in 1880 and }88I. and when I de- 
scribe the condition of the co0nt> oefore and after 
those speeches were made. I will in no case, as far as I 
know, read a speech except those whieh were made by 
those who were the recognized organisers of the Land 
League, or who were persons actually named in the 
particulars, or of persons for whose conduct I shall be 
able to show that the persons named in the particulars 
were responsible. I shall call your attention to 
speeches made in Galway. 

Sib C. Busskll.— My Lords, I ask for copies of the 
speeches from which the Attorney>General is reading. 

The Attobney-Gkkeral.—As far as I can I will 
hand to my learned friend copies of the speeches 
which I read. 

6ibC. Rttssell. — Justice requires that we should 
have the speeches from which only passages are read, 
or other speeches by the same persons, which might 
qualify wnat the Attorney-General relies upon. 

The Pbesident. — I cannot tell anything about that. 
I can only deal with what the Attorney-General puts in. 
There must be another copy of these speeches, and it 
dould be printed by to-morrow morning along with the 
reporter's notes. 

Sib O. Busskll. — I was asking my learned friend 
not merely for the extracts, but for a copy of the 
speeches which I see are here in large volumes. 

The Pbksident. — I understand that the Attorney- 
General is willing to supply a copy. 

The Attobney-Genebal. — My Lord, I am opening my 
case, and I appeal to your Lordship's experience as to 
what is nsual. I say that as I open the case, I will of 
course hand a copy of each speech that I propose to 
read at the time to my learned friend. 

The Pbebident. — Tbe Attorney-General is entitled to 
open his case, and if he does so improperly he will be 
resnonsible. 

Tne ATTOBNEy-GENEBAL. — My Lord, I am responsible 
lor the numner in which I open mv case. This is a 
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speecn at Glennamaddy by Mr. Nally, a woU-knovrn 
organizer of the Land Xeague. On the ICth of May, 
18B0, he proposed a resolution declaring that they 
would regard a landgrabber as the enemy of their 
country, and pledging themselves never to occupy a farm 
from which a tenant has been evicted or surrendered 
for non-payment of rent. 

Sir G. Kt7S»ell. — I do not find this speech 
enumerated in ihe particulars given, and I do not see 
anything in my friend's statement so far to connect any 
of the persons who are scheduled as persons here 
incriminated as having been present at this meeting or 
taken part in it. Nor do I gather that these speeches, 
of which this is an example, have been set out by the 
defendants in ** O'Donnell v. Walter " as being docu- 
ments in their possession. 

The President.— I should not interfere with the 
Attorney-General's discretion in opening the case. In 
addition to that, this will be much better reserved for 
the discussion which I am afraid you are going to raise 
to-morrow morning. 

Sir C. Bussell. — I gladly end the discussion if it is 
inconvenient. 

The Ati'ORNEY-General.— I have not shown any 
ondue sensitiveness at the interruptions of my learned 
friend. I have a responsibility m opening this case. 
If my learned friend has the courtesy to listen I am 
going to show that this man is ojie whose services 
both Mr. Pamell and Mr. Dillon pointedly referred to. 

The President.— The Attorney-General must be 
allowed to open the case in his own manner. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERiJi.— Mr. Nally proposed a 
resolution pledging themselves never to occupy the 
farm from which a tenant had been evicted, or which 
had been surrendered for non-payment of rent. He 
said that — 

*' They should join together in the hillside and 
valley and everywhere until they get rid of that 
accursed, hated system of landlordism. Come forward, 
then, like men, and put those blasted landlords in the 
same position as they themselves have been for a 
number of years. What I come here for is this — to say 
that every one amongst vou will join the Land League 
until we put away landlordism and every * ism ; I 
don't c&re a damn about all * isms,' It is well 
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known in tJiis conntiy that against landlordism )L will 
work tooth and nail, and until I see those sconndrela 
called landlords banished in oblivion." 

At the same meeting John Kelly sjwke. He said : — 

" If the people were but loyal they would soon 
manage the landlords. I mean if a man was evicted 
that no man would meddle with his land . . . and 
make him a black sheep in the parish. They may 
re tarn members to Parliament, but we can have a 
Parliament at home by establishing branches of the 
Land League. Let the land be left waste. Let him 
that does be pointed out at market and fair. Let no 
one buy or sell with him. The chief object of this 
meeting is to put down tyrants.'' 

Mr. Kilmartin spoke, and I shall prove that he was 
frequently on the platform and made speeches with 
many gentlemen mentioned in the particulars. He 
said : — 

*\ Join the Land League ; never take a farm from 
which a man is evicted. Ostracize the villain who 
would do such a thing. There is not a greater criminal 
ever swung on a gallows than the man who would take 
that land. Point to him as ho goes the road, and say, 
' Behold the villain.' WouM you not hunt a mad dog 
from society ? The desperate villain who would bid 
for the land is 50 times worse than the mad dog. 
With regard to rack-rent, where is the leu ant who is 
not rack-rented ? Offer a fair rent, and if they don't 
take it put it in your pocket." 

Mr. Pitzpa trick spoke. He said ; — " What is 
the end proposed to you by Chas. S. Pamell, 
the uncrowned prince of Ireland ? Keep a firm 
grip of your holdings, feed your wife and children 
first, and the landlord after." On the 25th of 
Julv, 1880, in the same year, at Milltown, in coun^ 
Galway, Thomas Brennan and Mr. P. J. Gordon, one of 
the organizers of the Land League, spoke. He said 
an onslaught had been made on the system which de- 
grades labour in Ireland. (Great groans, and cries of 
•* Down with them," ** To hell mth them," ** Card 
them.") I shall show the importance of ** Card them " 
hj and bye. " That system is not dead, but we shall con- 
tinue to strike imtii we bring nbout a state of afifairs 
when labour shall be the recognized system. We are in 
open insurrection against landlordum." The speaker 
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men referred to a local landlord, whom, howerer, lie 
did not name. The omission was supplied by some one 
in the crowd, and at the mention of bis name (Mr. 
Bodkin) there was groaninj[, and a voice said '* The 
oofBn is too short for him, his legs must ^ be cut." I 
shall have to describe an outrage in this particular 
district very shortly following this meeting. The speaker 
continued, ** When I say ' ueland a nation ' I mean 
somethi^ more than a green flag flying from Dublin 
Castle. Tne highest form of Government Is a Republic. 
Yon may establish an Irish Republic on Irish soil.'' 
Yonr Lordships will find ninnmg through all these 
speeches that element of which I spoke tnis morning 
as being the element which joined together the 
American branch of the organization with the other 
branches of the organization, as being a determination 
to complete separation from England. Mr. P. J. 
Gordon said they were assembled to denounce the 
landlords who had plundered them of their lands^ 
determined to denounce the land robber : — 

" If they are determined to keep a firm grip of their 
homes they will not allow Bodkin to drive tnemfrom 
tiieir homes. He carried out a poor, unfortunate woman; 
there was no crime against her .but following the 
doctrine laid down by C. S. Famell, and that doctrine 
I will preach to you, that every man and woman shall 
keep a firm grip on the land. If I were evicted I would 
say. Oh, God ! you have created this land for me, and 
sooner than die a victim I will die on the spot. If you 
die iu the workhouse you have no one to go to your 
funeral (groans for John Barrett, the robber). If you 
fight, fight for the land of your country ; if you draw 
a sword you would not be begging yellow meal. You 
will get measures by determination ; as Mr. Gladstone 
said, the only measures given to Ireland were given 
bv the Fenians. I do not want you to give a 
blow of a stone to the landlords, but you may 
do it if you like. If your land were taken to- 
morrow, would you not harbour revenge in your 
bosom ? Let there be no scoundrel among you to 
take land. Have the curse of God on such a man." 

The speaker then alluded, by name, to a land-grabber 
named Billy M'Hugh, and told the people thev knew 
him, to shun htm, and have no connexion with him. 
He advised the people to watch every man who will 
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dafe to take a scythe '* to cut the grmss on evicted 
farms," and voices from the crowd said, ** We will 
cut the hands off him ; we will cat the elbows oS 
him." The reason why I refer to these interruptioas is 
for the purpose of showing how these speeches were 
understood oy the crowd. How thej' were understood 
will become self-evident when I come to read the story 
of the outrages afterwards. Your Lordships will find 
that persons earn have been cut off, and otlier outrages 
perpetrated upon those who were named by the 
speakers at these meetings. The speaker then referred 
to some pending evictiomt on the property of Mr. Sey- 
mour, whom he also named and told the })eople to stick 
to the cabin ; if they were good soldiers, the Land 
League would help them. If thev were cowardly dogs, 
the League would not recognize them. '* God says it is 
better for one tyrant to fall than that many should 

Serisfa." " Keep a firm grip of the land ; the man who 
ies under that system of robbery is a sneak, not a 
man." Then J. W. Nally, another speaker at the same 
meeting, said : — ** Why do you allow land-grabbers to 
live ; why do you allow them to exist ? The only way 
I want you to put them from existence is this— don't 
speak to them, leave their com and meadows uncut, 
and they will commit suicide without the pills." My 
Lords, I shall by-and-by be able to show your Lord- 
ships, from other speeches of Nally, that the •* pills " 
referred to here are bullets, or shots, with which tho 
land-grabbers are to be shot. The speaker went on to 
say — ** Without unity and organization we cannot get 
rid of that blasted system of landlordism. Mind the 
land-grabbers." On the 19th of September of the same 
year a meeting was held at Riversville, county Gal- 
way, at which Mr. Mat. Harris, M.P,, was present — my 
learned friend will find the names of all the members 
of Parliament present at these meetings in the particu- 
lars furnished to him. At that meeting Mr. M. M. 
O'Sullivan spoke, and he said they were asse^ibled to 
stamp upon the land-grabber *' the indelible stigma ot 
public abhorrence." Where the land-grabber existed 
they should meet together to denounce him. (Cries 
of ** Maim him," " Shoot him.") The speaker did not 
rebuke these expressions, but merely said, ** No, do 
not speak to him at all ; if he goes into chapel make 
a ring round him, that everybody may see him. 
Mr. ^urty Byues is destined to have his name 
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written in history with a rerr questionable) In faet, 
onenTiable, notoriety. ^ The only way that Mr. Hurty 
can retrieve his name is to come upon this spot where 
we are standing and give up this farm.'* Now ,my Lords, 
I wish to point out that MurtyHynes did give up the 
farm, and that a man named Dempsey, who took it 
after him, was shot dead for no other reason whatever, 
The speaker, in continuing, referred to the eviction of 
the chairman of the meeting from his holding on the 
property of Mr. Persse, of Roxborongh, wnom the 
speaker named and called him a traitor to the cause. 
He said * * Let him be among vou a marked man, a man 
ui>on whom every man will look as if traitor was marked 
with a brand on his forehead. Will you not thus mark 
him ? Keep him with that brand on bis forehead till 
he comes and makes restitution. I promise him that, 
though to-da^ I have restrained my tongue, for if I let 
it free Ihe hideousness of the act would cause me to 
say words that may be harmful to the cause I advo- 
cate.'* Mr. Matthew Harris, M.P., in speaking at the 
same meeting, denounced Lord D\msandle,who, he said, 
should be held up to public opprobrium. Had they 
made the country too hot for hini in the sense of a 
country being too hot for the man who is hattxl by the 
people, the exterminations which had taken place on 
Ids property would never have taken place. Ue com- 
pared tne landlords to the Indian tiger, and said that 
when a bad one, his agent or bailiff came to a dis- 
trict to put people out of their peaceable homes, they 
should all congregate as people do in Bengal and drive 
that worst of tigers from their midst. He also 
denounced the Fersses of Galway, especially Burton 
Persse, whom he warned that the people ** would not 
put up with his oppressions any longer." He referred 
to the grabbing of the farm by Murty Hynes and said 
that if he did not give it up he would find the public 
feeling not alone against him, but against every 
member of his breed. 

Sib C Bussxll.— I ahonld like to point out that 
Dempsey was not shot nntil more than a twelvemontb 
after these speeohes were deHvered. 

The Attornet-Genebal.— I am going to mention 
the date when Dempsey was shot. I must remind my 
learned friend that I am now merely opening the case. 
K he will refer to the pamnhlet called '* Pamellism 
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and Crime " he will find the whole story told in it, 
your Lordships will judge how far that interruption wa» 
called for, and how far it was necessary to correct anj 
statement I have made. It is quite trae that Dempset 
was not shot until a year after, but Murty Hynes did 
not give up the farm for some time, and when Dempsey 
took it atter he had given it up he was shot for simply 
taking a piece of vacant land. I was about to say, 
when my learned friend interrupted me, if I may be 
allowed to resume the story I was telling, that on the 
19th of September of the same year, at a meeting at 
Kilcouly, P. J. Gordon said that a Judge of Assize had 
observed *' that the law was made clear that every man 
is bound to protect himself, even in taking down of the 
life of another." ** If that is good law," said the 
speaker, ** I say the tenants ought to adopt it. I tell 
you to resist tyranny, even at the cost of your life ; 
it is better to die fighting than die in the workhouse. 
I wilf ask you again to proclaim to-day, as honest men 
before God, not to give up your land without a 
struggle. Have no bowing and scraping before these 
land robbers and land bastards that surround this 
locality. Three cheers for O'Leary and Rafferty, and 
three cheers for every honest Fenian in Ireland. 
(CJheers.) If you are an honest Irishman you must be 
a Fenian ; if there is an honest Irishman that says, ' I 
wish to see my country free, 'he must be a Fenian.*' 
VLj Lords, I have heard it suggested in connexion with 
this kind of agitation that the leaders of the Land 
League were protecting people from outrages, bat I do 
not think that my learned friend, with all nis research, 
with the immense stock of information at his disposal, 
will be able to point to a case where the leaders of 
the Land League nave ever interfered to prevent aperson 
who was called a landgrabber from being boycotted or in- 
timidated, or, if the local branch of the Land League 
thought it necessary that he should be murdered,fromhis 
life being saorificed. Of course, my learned friend will be 
perfectly entitled to show, if he can do so, that the 
picture I am presenting to you i» inacenrate, bat at 
present I am merely speaking from the information I 
nave before me. On the 26th of September of the same 
year a meeting was held at Clonbar, in the county 
of Galway, at which were present James Bedpath, 
the correspondent of the Irish World newspaper, 
pahlished in Kew York ; J. W. 2{allyi to whpm I 



Slave already refezred ; and P. J. Gofdon. Thb, 
extract I have before me of Bedpath's speeeh 
is to this effect :— *' The Southern States hate the 
Biiglish Government. Do the Bnalish people know the 
hatred that is against them m Ireland ? (J. W. Nallv.-^ 
• Cheers for the Irish Bepublic.*)" P. J. Gordon said ;— . 
" If you take the bayonet and sword I am with yon. If 
30|000 men would join and strike one deadly blow ycm 
will be asked to do so. The English Govemmenc u 
IB^ilty of murder and robbery. Organize, mom, noon, 
and night. Hold a firm grip of your homesteads. Keep 
the harvest. Form secret societies.'' What are these 
eecret societies to be formed for — against whom are 
these speeches directed ? The more these people 
imaghied thev were suffering from wrongs, tHe 
greater, I submit, was the wickedness of those 
who endeavoured to stir them up to acts such as 
those indicated in the speeches I am now reading to 
your Lordships. On the lOth of October, at Clerhaon, 
at a meeting at which were present P. J. Gordon, 
K. D. Walsh, and J. W. Nally, P. J. Gordon 
called upon the people not to take an evicted farm* 
and said if any of them should do so he would ** pray 
that he shall send himself to perdition." He refened 
to Mr. Murrav H'Greggor, of Blackeree, as a land" 
jabber, and aoused two other landlords, Mr. Bourke, of 
Ower, and Mr. Browne, of Clame. A i reference to 
landgrabbing provoked the interference of J. W. Nallv, 
who observed that they should take him very quietly 
away» they knew where to put him. Gordon went on 
to say that Murty Hynes threw up the farm he ha4, 
taken because the people assembled in their thoosands,' 
tumbled the ditches, and scattered {the wall* B. D. 
Walsh, who was present as ** the representative of the 
Irish National League," said, he had asked Mr. Hacketfe 
to join the League and tl^at he (Hackett) replied, '* No*', 
pet out." Walsh then called upon the peome not to go, 
into his hoafle,becauae he is a ^jrrant. He adso ealled for 
three cheers for Allen, Larkin, and O'Brien. These 
latter were the men who were tried, convicted, and hung 
for the murder of Sergeant Brett at Manchester, and 
for the relief of whose families and of those who had 
suffered for similar outrages the Martyr's fund waa 
Stavtdi^t The speaker went on to say : — 

" If the men here to-da^ do not do something fot 
their country, their sons will eurse their memory. X 
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am one of fliose who believe in the amelioration of 
Ireland with the sword ; still, I say, let all be combined 
and united first — missing — I say if you combine and 
organize and educate yourselves, the day is not far 
distant when the sun of liberty shall shine over youi: 
Leads, and you shall rise before the world a glorious 
nation.'* 

J. W. Nally said that for any man who took an evicted 
farm they should ** come for the pills, and pills only." 
(Voice, ** HoUoway's ointment.") ** That (the oint- 
ment) is too mild, when the iDills will go they will 
want no ointment." * 'Without organization we cannot get 
total separation from that nated, detested, and 
blasted Grovemmcnfc that we are under at present." 
He then referred by name to certain persons whom he 
accused with grabbing — viz., Bottrell, Pat. Davis, 
John TuUy, Keane, Keating, and J. Casy. TVoice. — 
** We have another name, Hackett.") He implored the 
people to join the Land League ; and said ho had 
seen Father Conway, who jumped with joy when 
he told him he was coming to that meeting, anl 
said, ** Light was wanted in that country." (A voice ^' 
— " Christians will tell that, boys.") He had also me \ 
Father Corbett in Claremorrisi who told him to con^ '. 
there, break down every door, and let in the light 
At a meeting held at Abbey Kaockmoy, county Galway^ ' 
on the 30th of October of the same year, P. J. Gordoi 
referred by name to a landlord, Kobert Henry, ol 
logher, whom he called a land-robber and land>shark, ana 
whose name, he said, sunk deep into his heart. He 
said : — 

•* When I see before me the motto of that independent 
nation, the stars and stripes, I hope and trust that the 
day will yet arrive when the stars and stripes will 
float on the hill tops of Ireland. .(Cheers.) Some one 
might say that Gordon came here because he is well 
naid for it. I am not onder any obligation to the 
National League or to you. I am well paid if the 
land-shark is crushed to the earth. Let none of you 
take a farm from which another has been evicted. On 
this day week I attended a meeting at Clonbur. I got 
n telegram from Father Conway. When I arrived 
there I had the pleasure of hearing that some great 
land-robber was murdered, or shot himself. The 
Government of England wore murmuring becausoL 
Mouutmorres was shot. He denounced oiio D. B. 
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Leonard (a landlord) as tbo ' devirs bocbel.' The- 
Judges of Ireland are well paid, because the mora' 
mme is committed, the more pay they get for it," 
That is the first time I have ever heard that view i>ut 
forward as to the manner in which Jud^res are paid. 
(A laugh.) What the Land Leain^ie and its supporters 
meant by being thoroughly organized was that the 
liand League should be paramount. There is no neces- 
sity for further organization when everybody obeys th©. 
decrees of the Land League. Gordon went on to say '-^ 
•* Although I am not nere as a representative of tht 
League in person, I represent the League in form 
throughout the country. Let every man and woman 
join it. Until Ireland is proclaimed a nation I shall 
work by day and write and plot by night. England is 
here only as a robber. There are land sharks in this 
village ; treat them as you would a mad dog. Murty 
Hynes took a farm, and when he found that the people, 
were hallooing him he gave it up, and to-day I had tha 
pleasure of distributing 100 copies of the song com- 
posed for Murty Hvnes." At the conclusion of thii 
speaker's speech cueers were called for him, and at 
the reporter states, there was *' great cheetiug." 
Father Cahill and Father Eglinton were also present al 
this meeting. John Hanly, another speaker, said :-^ 
** You have a young man at the bank of the parish 
who owns a property worth from £7,000 to £8,000 a 
year, and who admits ne has a capital of £200,000 saved 
since he got the property. (A voice. — * He wants the 
steel.') He does not, he would not, even give ond 
farthing abatement to his tenantry. (A voice, — * Why 
don't they shoot him ? ') Ho is the man that says ho 
cannot afford to pay an agent with his £3,000 a year. 
(Groans, and cries of * Walter Blake.') I say this here 
to-<lay, that the man who will go either to Galway or 
Mountbellew to pay in his rent to Walter Blake, I say 
on his way home that he may get what they call the 
Irish * fearagurthok.' (Great cheers.) He does not 
know who he is making the money for. (A voice.— 
• For the devil.*) He will die like Croesus. He will 
ask at the eleventh hour, give me a bit of gold to put 
into my month,in order to put into the colfm. (Voices. 
-— ' He won't get time ; may be it's a bit of steel ho 
\fill ask.') I tell Irishmen not to go out except at tho 
point of the bayonet, and don't go out all if you die ; 
die at tho nomt of tho bayonet." I wish to draw 
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four Lordships' particalar attention to this reference to 
Winter Blake, because I shall have to describe to you 

S'esently the circnmstances under which he was shot. 
n December 19, 1880, at Ahasciagh, in county 
Gftlway, Mr. Matthew Harris and Mr. Thomas Griffin 
were the speakers. The latter gentleman advised the 
farmers "to go in a body to their landlords, to stand 
lief ore his office window and tell him to come out, and 
•ok him why he brought them there. If he refused to 
take the rent at Griffith's valuation they should keep 
it and bank it. It was impossible for a landlord to 
crow over his tenants even if he had all the British 
bayonets at his back. The speaker then related what 
lutd occnred at Gurteen on the day previous to the 
meeting. He said there were four tenants on the pro* 
perty of the late Major O'Reilly, who had paid more 
than Griffith's valuation. * Well, we summoned them 
to appear before the Land League executive ^ they 
csame as submissive, they told us thev aoted in ignor- 
ance, one was fined 4s., another os., another 2s. , 
another Is.'" This, my Lords, is not the only instance 
of the League summoning these unfortunate tenants to 
appeaf and fining them because they have not complied 
with its decrees. Mr. Mat Harris on the same occasion 
said '* he thought it might be in his power to get into 
the English House of Commons, but he would consider 
be was degrading himself as an Irishman if he entered 
that House." Circumstances, however, have occurred 
since which induced Mr. Mat Harris to enter the 
House of Commons. He went on to say that " he 
wanted to crush down bad men, and it was a mistake 
on the part of the tenants of Lord Clonbrock and 
Hr. Mahon to think thev were coming there to 
denounce any man. He dia not come there to hound 
down any good man, because they had enough of these 
vile exterminators. They had enough to denounce." 
He then referred to Judge Fitzgerald's charge to the 
grand jury at assizes, and to that Judge's observations 
regarding the action of the people " in taking a 
widow in the town of Askeaton and putting her back 
into her ^ce." The speaker said that Judge Fitz« 
gerald had declared this act to be a heinous crime, 
and his advice to the people was« '* Long may you con* 
tinue to violate the Jud^e Fitzgerald's charge." On 
March 17, 1881, at Lougbrea, in countv Galway, Mr. 
Dillon mado a speech in which he said that ** the only 
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way to break down the power of landlorduim and to 
redace rack-rents was to maintain the rule hy which 
a man who goes and speaks alone uid treats alone with 
his landlord will be looked upon as a traitor, and that 
be and his children afterwards will be considered 
such by the neighbours he has betrayed. We never 
told you we would face the police and prevent 
evictions by force. On the contrary, we told you from 
the begimiing that we could not do that, because we 
have not got the means, and the armed men, and the 
discipline to do it. In many an Irish county some 
50 farms were lying idle, and which no Irishman can 
be found base enough to put his foot in. These farms 
are warnings to the Irish landlords and a protection 
to the tenant. I tell you here to-day that the day 
which sees these farms occupied, and which sees you 
and any tenant on friendly terms, or having anv deal« , 
ings with the wretch who occupies an evicted fann« 
will see the ruin of your cause, and the yoke of land^^ 
lordism on your necks. The advice which I would 
give you is this — Do not allow, do not consent to 
pay an unjust rent until you are compelled to do it« 
Kemember, above all things, that whatever you do^ 
whatever decision you come to, whatever terms you are 
prepared to offer to the landlord, the tenantry on 
every estate shall do the same thing together, and nO 
man shall be so base or traitorous as to go and make 
arrangements for himself without consulting his fellow 
tenants, and not acting in common with them. I . 
appeal to the young men of Galway especially to show 
a bold front to those tyrants riandlorus). Teach them 
that the Irish race is rising all over the earth to-day ; 
teach them that there is a power still in the Irish race 
to destroy Irish landlordism, and win back the fair 
fields of Ireland for the people from whom they have 
too long been kept." Your Lordships can appreciate., 
I think, the effect of such speeches upon ignorant and 
half-educated men. On March 20, 1881, Mr. Mat. 
Harris, speaking at Galway, said : — 

" When men scatter ejectments in all directions, t 
say that not only we are bound to denounce them, bat 
we would be morally wrong if we shut our eyes upon 
them. No man should brine forward crime, but when 
crime does come it is the duty of every gentleman to 
crush that crime. A great cry was raised about that 
word of shootins down partridoea.. WaII, the laDd- 
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Iprds of Galway have not nsed any such ]aDgaage,thejr 
are too wise, they arc too byxpcritical. Don't tbey 
strike down the people more unmercifully than 
partridges ? Lately I Lave travelled a great deal through 
the county Ualway, and what do I find ? I found the 
landlords scattering about their writs of ejectment, and 
I say to those asf^mbled, what is the use of the 
Land League if I stand up without denouncing it ? " 

i refer to this speech not so much for the language 
used as for its reference to another speech. The 
expression ** shooting down partridges ** refers to a 
speech delivered by Mr. Matthew Harris, in which be 
said be would shoot down landlords like partridges. On 
March 25 of the same year at Killimore, Mr. Matthew 
Harris said : — 

'* When I came here to-day I was told by the 
r6T. chairman not to indulge in personalities — that 
is, not to mention any names. But there are a good 
loanv landlords in this locality that I would like to 
speak about. My friends, before I conelude, I would 
like to remind you to beware of tbe landgrabber, and I 
am told there is one in this district named Kennedy. 
Q?hat vile wretch, keep away from him, for his breath 
is contaminated ; he is a disgrace not only io tbe 
locality, but to all Ireland. I am told ihis wretch has 
dx of the Royal Irish Constabulary {guarding him every 
day. They march up and down with tbe plough as 
they tear up that poor widow woman's land. I am not 
enamoured with tne constabulary, but still they are a 
respectable body of men in general ; but when they 
are sent to do the dirty work, and when they are 
employed guarding such a wretch as this Kennedy, 
they will soon become as contaminated as himself. Sc 
keep away from this Kennedy as if be was a demoL 
from bell. (There wns great groaning at the mention 
of Kennedy's name.)** 

Dn April 3, 1881, at Clifden, in county Galwa^, Mr. 
MattneW Harris again made a speech, in which he 
disnoaneed Mr. Henn, Oountv Ck>urt Judge. He said that 
{ a number of decrees had been taken out at County 
Sessions by a man named Robinson, who, when asked 
by the Land Commissioners whether a peasant pro^ 
prietAry could be established in Connemara, replied, 
•* Do you want to establish tbe vermin on the land ? " 
The speaker went on to say that when Robinson was 
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f:oing about among them formerly without police pro« 
ection they were no better than vermin. But let no 
one say he wanted any one to fihoot Kobinaon. No, but 
there were other ways of dealing with him. In Chinft 
there were people who were fond of the flesh of fat 
dogs, and there were dog butchers, and whenever one 
of those dog butchers made his appearance on tho 
streets, all followed and howled after nim ; and whei\ 
this Robinson would eo among them every man, womau« 
and child should follow and howl at him. Then hQ 
told them something the Land League wanted them ta 
do. The^ should resist eviction to uie last ; and when 
iho sheriff came, if they could not resist the sale^ 
some of their friends should buy their stock ol 
goods for them, and the Land League would pay 
all legal expenses for them in every case, pro<«. 
yided they belonged to it. But they should resist 
in a legal and constitutional way — Thig-um-thu ? 
I understand, my Lords, that '* Thig-um-thu '* means 
*' Do you understand ? ** It is, in fact, the Irishism for 
•• You twig?" On April 7, 1881, at Carna, in county 
Gal way, Mr. Matthew Harris said : — ** You have a 
bad lanalord in this locality, or landlady — Mrs. Forbes, 
I mean. I believe 6he wears the breeches. Mrs,^ 
Blake, of Kenooyle, is not better than a she-devil.' 
The middleman is abolished in other parts of the. 
Country. Not alone have you bad landlords, but bad 
agents and bailiffs. We will crush landlordism. It if 
on its last legs. The Land League will give all assist-* 
ance. Hold firm, don't cringe. Mark uie man who 
^kes land from which a man is evicted ; let the bad 
man stand isolated. Mr. Rubinson called the people ! 
6f Oonnemara vermin ; the people of Connemara ought' 
to treat him as vermin. Leonard, of Tuam, I will say 
nothing about. I will denounce him at his own door.'* 
t do not know that I have any more speeches in 1881. 
In Gal way, but at a meeting of the Ladies' Land League 
— your Lordships will remember that the Land League 
was suppressed by the Government in the month of 
Oc4iober, 1381, and the work of the Land League was 
carried on b^ the Ladies' Land League,, as I shall show 

?our Lordships by overwhelming evidence, during thf 
ast three months of 1881 and the early part of 1882—' 
at a meeting of the Ladies' Land League on March 12, 
1882, the liev. Mr. Higgins made a Npeech. He told 
the people to unite and organize among themselves, and 



they would Boon gain their national indepeaaenoe. He 
Loped there was no one present base enough to violate 
the national oath ; if there was he, alihoagh a priest, 
would put a rope round his neck and hang him ; ho 
should be shot. He then told them to oppose the 
service of writs and dieriffs' sales in every possible 
way. He referred to the election of guardians ; they 
should make a selection among themselves ; they 
wanted no^ rats — to shoot the rat. The reporter adds 
that he believed that the allusion made by the speaker 
in connexion with the election of guardians was 
directed against Mr. John Geraghty, of Shanoglish. 
The Rev. Mr. Higgins was prosecuted at Gort on the 
1st of April, 1882, on the charge of proposing to 
sundry persons to shoot one Geraghty, ana publish- 
ing a notice to incite an unlawful assembly. He was 
returned for trial to Galway assizes' without bail. 
I have now read to your Lordships a series of Galway 
speeches, and so far as I know on the information 
before me they are representative. I do not pretend 
to have exhausted the speeches made in Galway at this 
period, but I said that I was anxious, in opening the 
matter, not to pat before you anything said by 
speakers of whose position as being connected wita 
the League I have not any proof. Now, my Lords, I 
wish to ask your Lordships to observe what was the 
condition of matters witn regard to county Galway. 
Prior to 1880 I ,believe it will te proved before your 
Lordships that the place was quite peaceful 
and^ quiet and showed nothing more than the 
ordinary offences occurring in every other com- 
munity, and that there was no organized agra- 
rian crime. In the years 1880, 1881, and 1882« 
prior to the sappression of the Land League^ 
there were no fewer than 18 agrarian murders in 
the comity. It is to be observed, and I may make the 
observation now,- that in all these districts aerarian 
murders and outrages were immensely diminished under 
the Coercion Act of 1882. 

BiR C. RtrssELL.— The Act of 1881. 

The ATTOBiJET-GENERAi,.— I beg pardon ; the Act 
under which persons were arrested without trial was 
passed in 1881 and the Coercion Act in 1882, and it 
was after the passing of that Act, which had to do with 
the ^ actual punishment of crime, that these murders 
diminished ; but before the passinc; of that Act there 
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were 18 agrarian marders in this ootmty of Galwav, 
Now I want to describe to your Lordships very brienf 
the character of the outrages with which you have to deal. 
At Cloughanover in Jaoaary, 1880, there had been n 
series of Land League meetings in the neighbourhood. 
The landlord was Mr. James M'Dermott, and, as I am 
instructed, it will be proved that prior to these Land 
League meetings the relations between the landlord 
and the tenants might almost be said to be perfect. 
At the meetings which were held speeches of the kind 
to which I have referred were made. A bailiff on th« 

Sroperty, named Joseph Dooley, and two farmen, 
!homas Lohan and John Tannyan, were subsequently 
suspected of having paid rent. In January a party of 
men visited their honses, made them swear not to pay 
rent) and fired shots outside the doors. Apolioehat 
had to be erected for the protection of the men. Pre? 
▼iously there bad been no necessity whatever for suoh 
a thing as police protection. Now let me describe 
what was done near Tuam in the case of a man called 
Raftery. He had occupied some land belonging to a 
proprietor named Lynch, and at the end of 1879 he 
took some land from which Lynch had evicted twe 
tenants for non-payment of rent. On Hay 22, 1880, a 
party of moonlignters—who, as far as we can ascertain* 
were members of the local Land League — a party ox 
men numbering 15 or 20 went to his house, burst open 
the door, pulled him out of bed, and then carded him 
with a card into which they had driven nails in order 
to tear the flesh. They then pulled his wife out of bed 
and knocked her about. They killed his dog and broke 
all the windows of the house. For the man's protection 
a police hut with accommodation for five constables 
had to be erected. So far as m^ instructions go there 
was nothing whatever against this man except that he 
had taken some land from which Mr. Lynch had 
evicted two of his^ tenants. Observe, this t^anny 
cbuld not injure Lynch except very indirectly ; it only 
injured this unfortunate man, who had committed no 
offence and ha^^l done what he had a perfect right to 
do. On September 25, 1880, Lurd Mountmorres was 
mardered. Tho particulars are specially brutal, but I 
need not refer to them at any length. I have alluded 
to them here becauseLord Mountmorres was referred to 
in a spt^eeh delivere<l after his death as a land robher. 
On December 11, 1880, a Land League meeting waa 
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held at Tynagh^ and in proposing a resolution one of 
Ibe speakers said : — 

( *' If yoa meet a man that has deprived another of 
^is means of subsistence, shun him ; and if yon meet 
nim in his place of worship, form a ring ronnd him ; 
look upon him as a man with some loathsome 
disease. ... I call upon you to-day, for such bones 
tLS those no grave ; let the earth refuse him a grave, and 
the heaven a Uod." 

In the ;^ear 1880, Hubert Greany and E. O. Bobinson^ 
tof Ballinagrane, surrendered a farm which they con- 
jointly occupied at Stoneleigh, on aooount of the rent 
being too high. Patrick Gibbons then became herd of 
the surrendered land, but he had to give it up because 
the people ill-treated him. In November, 1880, a man 
named Michael Coakly took up the herding of the same 
■€arm, but had to leave because he was posted as a per- 
son who was not to be spoken to. In June, 1881, John 
Moore came to herd the same farm, and he was at once 
boycotted, and had to get police protection. The 
following threatening letter was sent to him : — 

' '* Beware of the awful doom that waits you, and 
that horror of horrors that hangs over you. We hereby 
Solemnly pledge ourselves before God not to allow 
vou any longer to herd a farm from which a 
tenant nas been evicted ; so depart from the un* 
'Wholesome i>lace, you accursed traitor, or, by 
heavens, you are on the verse of your tombe, 
for tibe hour has come when all the foes of freedom 
will be shot down and threw out as a gardener 
"Would throw out plants. If you persevere and not 
ndhere to this notice and confess, vou shall meet with 
the same sad. fate and red deatn of Dempse^ and 
Doherty, &c. My advice to you is to depart within 
eix days of the arrival of this note, or if not, neither 
rack, halter, or gibbet, coercion, buckshot, or steel 
will chill my Celtic blood from wdoing what is here 
mentioned. Exit. Qod save Ireland." 

)Moore, however, still remained as caretaker on the 
farm, and he had to have police protection. As far as 
our information goes, there was no complaint of anysort 
against this man except that he had herded the land, 
someone else having thrown it up on the around that the 
rent was too high. N'ow, I have referred to the case of 
JDempsey, who auoceeded Murty Hynes in ft farm on 
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'liCird Dimsa&dle's property, tfartj Hynes, who had 
taken the farm from whieh a tenant had been evieted 
for nonpayment of rent, waa referred to by name on 
September 19, 1880, by Mat Harris. Hvnei after*- 
warda attended a Land Leagne meeting in October and 
gave up the farm. About the same time a man named 
Connors took possession of some bog land belonging to 

•Lord Dunsandie, irhioh had been surrendered by n 

Eerson named Keoffh. Connors was boycotted for 
aving taken the lana, and Dempsey was at the same 
time threatened. On Hay 12, 1881. Connors wai 
murdered. Four men were engaged in the murder, none 
of whom were disguised. They were arrested, and three 
of them, John Ryan, Patrick Keogh, and Edward 
Fahy, were identified, but they were not conviotedL 
With regard to Murty Hynes, a meeting was held ov 
Bentember 19. Abont 600 or 700 persons assembled, 
and, headed by Hat Harris, proceeded to the evicted 
farm. About 130 yards of wall were broken down, and 
the man's crops were tossed about. Hat Hanrit 
addressed the people and denounced Hynes as a land« 
grabber. Hynes S[ave up the farm axid it remained 
vacant until April, 1881,, when Dempsey took it. 
Within a month Dempsey was shot doad when goinc 
to Mass. My learned friend. Sir Charles Russell, said 
in his interruption a short time ago, ** Yon ought to 
tell the Court that the murder took place a year 
afterwards." fiut what are the facts ? The facts are 
that in October Murty Hynes gives up the farm 
because 600 or 700 people have assembled for the 
purpose of threatening him, and that within a month 
from the time when Dempsey takes it he is shot at 
and murdered. Can any one say that that was not 
the natural consequence of the speeches that had been 
delivered ? I do not know what my learned friend't 
interruption meant, unless it was a suggestion that I 
was putting to your Lordships a case which, from 
the lapse of time, could have no connexion with the 
speech to which I have drawn attention. But the logio 
of events is irresistible. Dempsey's widow was bo]^ 
cotted and had to have police protection for some 
years after the unfortunate man was murdered. The 
exact date of the murder was Hay 29, 1881. On July 
24, James Linton, a sergeant of the Royal Irish Con* 
stabulary, was murdered at Loughrea, where he had been 
ior 20 years. He was on good terms with the people^ 
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most lilieral in his sabscri^ions to cbarftajble 
institations of every denomination, and very kind 
to the poor. All that he had done was to take notes 
of Land League meetings, and to give evidence in 
Pecemher, 18bO, at the State trials in Dublin, v^ith 
regard to the meeting held at Biversville on September 
19, when Mat Harris denounced Murty Hynes. At 10 
o'clock on July 24 he was shot dead as he was retum- 
inff to the police barracks at Loughrea to attend roU- 
eall. He endeavoured to pursue the murderer, but fell 
in the street, and died in less than half an hour. A 
good many people were about at the time, but none o£ 
them attempted to stop the criminal, who escaped. 
^y learned friend may perhaps say that the outlines of 
my picture are exaggerated, but nothing can be more 
certain than that in the great majority of instances 
these crimes were the results q^ opposing the Land 
League by resistine its decrees, or of taking land from 
which a tenant had been evicted, or of giving evidence 
against men who supported the League. It is most 
worthy of note that these outrages, occurring in the 
middle and end of 1880 and in the beginning of 1881, 
were committed after thes^ violent speeches had been 
delivered, and that no single step had been taken bj 
the speakers to put a stop to the outrages. If this 
conduct was not that which Mat Harris desired, it the 
denunciation of the landgrabber was not intended 
to lead to these consequences, how is it that 
we do not find Mat Harris going down to these 
districts and saying ** I will have nothing more 
to do with you until the persons who have com- 
mitted these outrages are brought to justice " ? 
No, you find a kind of slang expression at the end of 
Mr. Harris's speech — thig-um-thu-^meaning, ** Do ^oa 
twig P" But not in one solitary instance, at this time 
in uds country, where this horrible state of things was 
raging, was there anv leading Parliamentarian yr politi- 
cian or member of tne Land League taking steps to put 
ft stop to those horrible outrages. If it is said there 
were instances, I ask where is the evidence that any 
eingle outrage was prevented, stopped, or even hindered 
by the action of the Land League ? On August 26, 
1881, Mr. Qeorffe Bobinson, a land agent and justice of 
the peace of Bonnastone, who acted for Mr. George 
Burrage, the Hon. Colonel Clements, and Mrs. Blake — 
I am not aware that any suggestion is made that these 
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people, ijeiBff landlords, were oppreesive or hafl IgTvea 
rise to ill-feeling— on August 26, 1881, this Mr. 
BoMnson was shot at. It will be remembered that on 
April 3, 1881, Mr. Harris, in the course of a speedi 
wnich I have already quoted, referred to Mr. Robinson. 
Does any one suppose that that speech was the ezpres" 
sion of a wish that Mr. Robinson should not have anr 
harm done to him ? I would also remind your Lora« 
ships that on April 7, 1881, Mr. Harris urged the 
people of Oonnemara to treat Mr. Bobinson as yermin* 
On August 26 of that year there were extra police in 
the district, and when Mr. Bobinson went to eolleet 
rents with two constables, eight or ten shots were 
fired at him. Fortunately none of them hit him. The 
police fired back, and there is every reason to believe 
that some one of the assailants was wounded, and I 
am not sure that I shall not be able to give jour Lord« 
ships some evidence under another head directly con- 
necting those who committed the outrages and the local 
Land Lea^e with the head executive in Dublin, I am 
justified m asking your Lordships for a moment to 
consider what is the condition of the plaee 
in which Mr. Robinson has been described as 
vermin, and statements made ** I do not wish yea 
to shoot Robinson," and in the result Mr. Robin* 
won shot at, and on what ground Mat Harris, the 
speaker, is not directly responsible for that. 
I do not know where responsibilify begins if it does 
not begin at such conduct. I shall prove that Mat 
Harris at this time was receiving money from Bgan, 
the treasurer of the Land League. What is the con« 
nexion between the two, if Egan is the bead of an 
innocent organization ? I do not understand at present. 
Of course I will not antiicipate what is going to be 
said, but I think your Lordships will be of opinion, if 
I establish these cases, that The Timet were justified 
in saying that the Land League depended for its exist* 
ence upon intimidation of which the sanction Was 
murder — that that was not the language of exaggeration 
but of truth. On November 2, 1881, Peter Dogherty 
was murdered. He was a yoimg farmer, and all that 
was known against him was that he had taken some 
land which some other people had given up. I am not 
sure that I can refer at toe ' present moment to any 
speech in which Dogherty was referred to by name, 
Init I think the inference oan fairly be drawn from Hbo 
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lactR I hJive referred to. A Mr. De Blaqnier^ resided 
at Fiddane, Tubber Gort, in 1881. He was a landed 
proprietor, and from the beginning of the Land League 
agitation he spoke against it, and pointed out openly 
and boldiv the tyranny imposed on the people. He made 
himself obnoxioas by speaking with fearlessness and 
courage against the action of the Laud League. Soon 
«fter the arrest of Mr. Parnell a motion was intro- 
duced at the Local Board of Guardians at Tobber Gort 
.condemning the Government for arresting Mr. Parnell. 
Hr. De Blaquiere refused to receive this motion, and 
on November 15 -two shots were fired through his 
hall-door, one of which as nearly as possible killed 
bis wife. The door was open, and he saw two men 
Standing within 50 yards of his house. A notice 
was then served upon nim : — 

- ** Take notice that Harry Blackqnire is boycotted froa 
this day forward for his treacherous conduct at the Gort 
Union in opposing a resolution condemnatory of the Go- 
vernment in arresting our leader Parnell. Secondly, im 
appearing at the head of the British soldiers and peelers 
at Lough Cooter to prevent a Land League hunt, when 
he defiantly expressed himself, * If the people did not 
disperse before five minutes that he would have them 
ahot down like dogs/ Boycott him ! Boycott him ! 
Signed, Captain Moonlight. P.S.— If anyone is so base 
after reading or hearing of this notice to work for him, 
or keep his company, he shall die the death of a 
<;raitor.~C. M." 

Xn consequence of that noticoL Mr. De Blaquiere 
was partially boycotted. A man named Pat ClaytoD 
and some others continued to work for him, and 
gn March 9, 1882, Clayton was threatened witb 
death if he did not leave Mr. De Blaquiere's employe 
ment. I desire to call attention to an outrage on 
Thomas Connair and Martin Murphy, tenants of Lady 
Bourke, who paid their rents in 1881. Your Lordships 
will not have forgotten that I referred to a speech of Mr. 
Dillon's, in which he said that persons wno paid rent 
when others did not were traitors, and snould be 
treated as traitors. On November 26, a few da^ after 
they had paid their rents, Connair's house was set on 
fire and a shot was fired through his window. On the 
same night Murphy's hou^e was set on fire and a shot 
fired through his window, and the whole of his 
turniture was coIls^med. Oq December 4, 1881, thia 
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isotico was posted : — '* Irish National Land Leagae. — 
£100 reward will be given for the names of any person 
who haye paid rent/' I do not know whether it will 
be suggested that any counter effort was made by the 
Irish isiational Land League to prevent the effect of 
fuch notices being circulated. 

8iB C. RuasELL. — The Land Leagne was suppressed 
at that time. 

The Attorney-General. ^Does my learned friend 
mean to suggest that the Land League could be sup* 
pressed in a moment ? I can understand my learned 
triend being desirous to interpose anything whicb 
might mitigate what I am saying ; but I ask 
vour Lordships whether it takes much away from 
the strength of what I have been saying to say that 
the- Land League was suppressed in October » 1881. 
Has he forgotten that Egan was in Paris ? At this 
time, it is true, 6ir G. Russell's particular client was 
in Kilmainham. This is no case of whitewashing one 
party at the expense of another. We are engaged in a 
searching inquiry into the truth of these charges and 
allegations, and I ask^ your Lordships to notice 
particularly that *' Parnellism and Crime " was directed 
against all these people lu^ainst whom the charges are 
made. My learned friend has, perhaps, forgotten that 
the Ladies Land League was in active operation, which 
League we allege to haye been a link in a continuous 
organization, and it was Land League funds which the 
Ladies' Land League used, and I have not heard it 
suggested that the Ladies' League was more moderate 
than the Land League itself. On December 11, 1881, the 
f ollowingnotice was found posted on the pier of a gate 
near the Aoman Catholic Chapel at IkillinaKill : — 

** My dear iJeaguers, — I am going to warn yon 
a second time, owing to the ignorance of the 
person that took down the notice oefore the public 
could get to read it. Let no man be so much insane as to 
imagine that if he pavs, or has paid, his rent that he 
won't be shot. Undoubtedly he will if he had all the 
police in Ballinagar protecting him, if he violate the 
rules of the League — that is, to pay the rent, to take a 
farm from which a tenant is evicted, or to work for a 
boycotted man. I remain, yours truly, Captain 

MOONLiGHT." 

On December 15 another notice was found posted on 
the wall outside the viilai^e of Woodford :^ 
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** The tenant fanners of Woodford district are called 
opon to show their independence on Thursday, when 
the agent will come to look for rents. Let yon all go iH 
like one man, and if he does give yon a sweeping re^ 
daction keep the money, bnt let the man who goes in 
by himself— let him mark the consequence. — Captais 
Moonlight." 

I have said to your Lordships that the Moonlighterfl- 
were Land Leaguers, and that piece of evidence, al any 
rate, goes to show that the Land League, whose name 
was being taken in vain if not responsible for the 
Moonlighters, took no steps whatever to destroy the 
effect of the notices. On January 3, 1882, occurrecl 
the murder of Lord Ardilaun's bailiffs. Their bodied 
were sunk in the lake, and it was a long time befora 
the murder was detected^ and even then there was tha 
greatest difficulty. They were sunk in 27ft, of water, 
and although it was pretty clear, from information 
then in possession of the police, and which 
will probably be proved before your Lordships, 
that there were some persons who could have 
detected the criminals, it was not until October. 
1882, that the persons were detected who had 
been guilty of the crime of that murder. 
On the 16th of February, 1882 — your Lordships may 
remember that I have already detailed to you the 
murder of Constable Linton, wHo had been 20 years in 
the same place, and aeainst whom, so far as we can 
tell, no offence of auv kind could be brought except 
that he had taken notes at a Land League meeting — 
Constable Kavanagh, who investigated the circum- 
stances of Linton's murder, was on- the 15th of 
February, 1882, shot at his own barrack gate. I think 
he was shot dead. I have passed a case of Botterell 
ftnd his two daughters, who were fired at, and so far 
AS we can tell, on the information before us, the 
only thing that Botterell had done was that he had 
served processes upon his tenants for non-payment of 
rent. He served processes in the end of December, 
1880. I am not sure that he had been referred to by 
name, but there had been meetings referring to steps 
taken by the landlord, and on the 19th of December, 
1882, Iw and his children were fired at as they were 
driving home. There are two more murders in 1882, 
On the 8th of June Walter Burke, a landlord, was 
murdered. My recoUectioix of the proof is that Walter 
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Burke was protected by a sergeant of police and was 
shot while tne sergeant of police was with him. Both 
Mr. Burke and the soldier who was guarding him were 
shot on the 8th of June, 1882. That murder, my Lords, 
took place in broad daylight, and except tor some 
Buggestion that he was a landlord, I am not aware 
that it will be suggested that he had done anything 
which could cause the attack made upon him— certainly 
nothing that could justify such a brutal and horrible 
murder. On the 29tn of June occurred the murder of 
Mr. Blake. I do not know whether your Lordships will 
remember that I referred to his name in the course of 
reading the speeches, I think, of Griffin and of Mr. Harris ; 
at any rate one or two of the speeches to which I have 
referred in the course of this afternoon as having been 
delivered in Gal way. He was agent for Lord Clanrl- 
carde, and he was personally very popular in the 
district and was on good terms with all the persons 
there prior to the meeting of the Land League. I 
have mentioned to your Lordships the meeting which 
took place in 1881 in county Galway, in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the district in which Mr. Blake 
lived. On the 29th of June, 1882, as Mr. Blake and 
his wife were driving from Loughrea they were fired at 
from behind a stone wall. Mr. Blake and his servant 
man Kuan were both shot dead. Mrs. Blake was 
wounded in the right hip, and the horse was also shot. 
It was a murder which took place in broad daylight. 
Well, my Lords, whatever may be said as to now 
agitation of a constitutional character can be con- 
ducted, this would seem to show that these meetings 
were intended to have a certain effect, and that they 
had it. My Lords, there are later outrages in Galway 
than in 1881 and 1882. outrages which took place 
when the Coercion Act nad dropped and before the 
recent Coercion Act— I mean outrages in 1885-6. As 
to one of those, Finlay, I mav have to give your 
Lordships some detail, because there was the most 
direct connexion between the murder of Finlay and the 
denouncing him at a previous meeting after having 
taken some part in eviction processes. But I propose 
not to refer to 1885 at present, because I particularly 
desire to call your Lordships' attention to what had 
been done in 1881 and 1882. I have passed over a 
good many of the outrages that occurred in Galway, 
Bat your Lordships most not understand that I pretend 
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to have given you the details of every case. Aft the 
same time I have, I think, given a sufficient numbef 
of cases to show by name, by circumstance, and by 
cause that there was in Galway the most direct at* 
tempt made by those whose names are in the particu* 
lars, by tbeir paid agents, by the Land League and its 
paid agents — ^I am speak in|^ of the leading members 
whose names are mentioned m the particulars — to carry 
out a scheme for initiating and carrying out the 
horrible and brutal system of tyranny whereby no tenant 
was to be allowed to take or remain in possession of an 
evicted farm, and the landlord was to get no advantage 
out of such land ; and if any tenant was found rash and 
courageous, or foolhardy enough to disobey the orders 
of the Land League, the conseauences were such 
*s I have described. Your Lordships will see that 
such was the power of the Land Ijeague that it 
was sufficient to brixig down upon offenders against its 
laws the vengeance I have described. Your Lordships, 
however, must not think that because numbers of 
people thus suffered there were not also many others 
who gave in. It will be proved by those who havo 
had personal experience of the maintenance of law and 
order in these parts of Ireland that, as I said a short 
time ago, the organization of the Land League meant 
the submission of everybody to its behests. It is 
probable that when a sufficient number of people had 
been murdered, a sufficient number of houses had been 
burnt down, a sufficient number of cattle injured, and 
a sufficient number of crops destroyed, the number of 
people who could afford to undergo these risks was 
very small. Instances will be given of people who, at 
the risk of their lives, fought against the I^nd League, 
and who have been the subject of repeated denunciation 
by speakers. It must not, therefore, be supposed that 
because I have brought this large number of murderous 
outrages before your Lordships tiiat is the full measure 
of the Land League's power. 

Ttjksday, Ootobeb 23. 

Mr. Hammond (solicitor) represented Mr. Chance. 
As soon as the Commissioners had taken their seats, 
The Attornsy-General, addressing their Lordships, 
■aid,— With r^ard to the application made yesterday by 
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'my learned friend Sir C. Rnssell as to the production 
■of some further documents, I must ask that that shall 
nov he taken this morning, as we are obliged to make 
an affidavit in answer to the one made on the other 
side, and it conld not possibly be made before the 
rising of the Court to-day. I have not the slightest 
objection to the matter being taken to-morrow. With 
regard to the further particulars my learned friend asktf 
for I am indifferent. 

Sir C. Russsll. — If one matter is to be postponed 
the other had better be postponed also, so that the two 
applications may be considered together. I have* 
however, to point out that the affidavit to which my 
learned friend has alluded was handed in before 12 
o'clock yesterday, and that there is no reason why it 
should not have been answered by this time. 

The Attorkey-General. — ^As a matter of fact the 
affidavit was handed in late yesterday afternoon to my 
client sitting in Court, and as he had to attend here 
all day, it was not possible for him to answer it. 

Sir C. Russell.— I am informed that it was de- 
livered before 12 o'clock. 

The President.— I think that the matter ha^ 
better stand over until to-morrow morning. 

Mr. LocKWOOD.^~I wish to correct a misapprehension 
as to those I represent, after what was said by my 
learned friend Mr. Reid as to the members of Parlia- 
ment for whom he appeared. I said I appeared foi 
the other members, but there is one exception. I do 
not appear for Mr. Biggar. Mr. Biggar represent! 
himself. 

Mr. Biggar.— I wish to ask whether the representa* 
tives ot The Times will give me copies of the sx)eeehes 
on which they rely and which I am supposed to have 
made. My position is this: I have only seen summaries 
of what I have said in print. I do not suppose that 
the Attorney-Qencral will make any objection. 
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The Peesident.— Whatever is done in favour of Sif 
C. Bosseirs clients will be done in your favour also. 

The Attobney-Uenebal.— As Mr. Biggar appean 
for himself, I may say that I have previously handed 
all copies of speeches I am quoting to Sir C. Bussell, 
and the best course will be that when a speech I am 
reading happens to be one of Mr. Biggar's it shall be 
handed to him also. The speeches will all be in 
print, and, of course, we have copies of them. I wiU 
see that exactly what was done in Sir G. Bussell's 
case yesterday is done in Mr. Biggar's case. 

Sib C. Bussell. — There is one observation which I 
have to make. The Attorney-General was good enough 
to hand me certain copies of speeches which he was 
reading which I find do not appear in the shorthand 
notes in the same form as the document handed to me, 
' and the omissions seem to me to be very important. I mean 
that there are notes on the documents stating by whom 
the notes were taken, and showing that they were 
taken in longhand by the police-constables — I believe 
in all instances. It is very important that ihat should 
appear. That was one reason why I was going to ask 
that we should have the Government notes furnished to 
my learned friend's clients in order that we may see 
the whole of the speeches said to have been delivered 
and upon which my learned friend relies. 

The Attobney-Gbnebal.— Before your 'Lordship deals 
with the matter I wish to make one observation. 

The Fbesipsnt.— We will deal with that to-morrow 
morning. 

The ATTOENBY-GENEBAL.—With regard to the print- 
ing of the matter, we have nothing whatever to do 
with that. The same document^ that were handed to 
the officers of the Court were handed to Sir C. Bussell, 
and I see they are marked ** uncorrected proofs," 
it not having been possible to get the whole corrected. 
But my learned friend is entirely mistaken when he 
calls them Government renorts or papers. They are 
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zeportfl of speeches, and have been obtained by The 
Times in the ordinary way. 

Sib C. Russell.— I say that these reports were 
notes taken by police constables on the instructions of 
the Government. 

The ATTORNBT-GEKEBiLL.— My learned friend is hi 
error. 

The Pbesibent.—Do you object to these marginal 
Botes appearing ? 

The ATTOBNEY-GENEBiLL.— Certainly not. I should 
have wished them to appear. I should wish them^ 
however, to be printed in the form of separate para- 
graphs, and not to ran on with the previous line. They 
will then appear as separate documents. 

The Fbesident.— Then whatever documents are 
handed in by the Attorney-General wiU be printed in 
their entirety. 

The Attobney-Gekebal.— I have now to resume my 
statement at the point where I left off yesterday, and I 
may say that I was anxious to read to your Lordships 
before I went to another county a document called the 
** No-rent manifesto," which was, or purported to 
have been, issued from Kilmainham on the 18th of 
October, 1881, signed by Mr. Famell, Mr. Kettle, Mr. 
Davitt, Mr. Brennan,Mr. Dillon, Mr. Sexton, and Mr. 
Patrick Egan. I wish to say here that Mr. Davitt's 
signature was not affixed to the document by Mr* 
Davitt himself, he being at the time confined in Port* 
land Prison. As far as the evidence I am able to lay 
before your Lordships enables me to say, the signature 
of Mr. Davitt was put to it by some one of those per- 
sons in Xilmainham. Whether or not Mr. Davitt was 
responsible for it or authorized it in any way is » 
matter which will not be without importance for con- 
sideration in connexion with some later incidents I shall 
have to refer to. I was anxious to read to your Lord- 
ships the actual, terms of that ** No-rent manifesto"— 
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but I have left it downstairs — in order that your Lord- 
ships might SCO that this policy — the policy of prevent- 
ing the payment of rents, of punishing tenants 
who did pay rents, which was continued undoubtedly 
from the time Mr. Pamell was in prison in Kil- 
mainham, from the 1st of October, I80I, up to May, 
1882, with the small interval when he happened to be 
out for a few days — was carried on with £he approval^ 
as far as we can tell, of those who at that time were 
undoubtedly not so much in control of matters as they 
had been previously, or as they were afterwards. And 
with reference to this indictment which I am now pre* 
f errinc^ against a number of gentlemen — ^not against Mr. 
f amell alone, bat against a large number of other 
gentlemen whose names are given, among them those 
of Mr. Biggar, Mr. Harrington, Mr. Matthew Harris, 
and a number of others — I shall show your Lordships 
that, long after the time that these gentlemen had been 
in Kilmainham, and long after the time when the 
effect of these speeches was brought to their know- 
ledge, the same kind of speeches and the same kind of 
conauct were repeated, and the same results followed. 
Yesterday, in dealing with Gal way, I had, for the pur- 
pose of the particular method of telling my story, 
stopped at the year 1882. In dealing witn the other 
counties I shall, without going back to Galway, show 
your Lordships that the same course of conduct was 

?ar8ued, with the same consequences, after as before 
882. I propose to ask your Lordships' attention to 
the eounty of Kerry and to pursue the same course 
ta I did yesterday, by reading from a series of speeches 
which were made in that county of which we have 
'Dotes. There were many other speeches made of 
"which we have not any notes — that is to say, not 
full notes — but we have references in some particular 
instances to particular speeches, and I shall in those 
cases be able to lay before your Lordships evidence of 
what was said. The first speech to which I shall refer 
was one made at Beaufort on the 16th of May, 1880, by 
Mr. Pamell. Your Lordships will find that in many of 
these counties, Mr. Pamell made, if I may so call it, 
speeches which initiated the Land League and iti 
work, and he was followed by speakers, many of them 
In the pay of — directly paid by — ^the Central Association 
in Dublin, while others who are among the person! 
charged, and many of whom are now members of Par* 
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liament, were, as I shall show — or shall soffgest to 
yoar Lordships — rewarded for the part they had taken, 
thev havine had previously no connexion with the 
lana or with public life, oy being nominated by Hr. 
Famell and his party to represent certain constita- 
encies in Ireland. Your Lordships will be able to 
appreciate further on what was the effect of the orga- 
nization I have been describing. This is the report of 
Mr. Pameirs speech at Beaufort on the 16tb of May, 
1880 :— 

'* I know as a maHer of fact that of the 600,000 
tenant-farmers in Ireland fully 400,000 are unable to 
pay the rents. (Cheers.) Ejectments for non-payment 
of rent have oeen scattered broadcast over the 
country, and in a short time the landlords will ask the 
Courts of law to enforce those ejectments. This will 
be a serious situation. Can it be expected this time in 
the 19th century our people will lulow themselves to 
be driven from their farms as in 1848 ? I think that 
day is gone by, that a spirit of determination is 
taking fast hold of our people, and that they will no 
longer permit themselves Tcheers) to be exterminated, 
either with or without the law. If the Legislature 
refuses to sten in this agitation will have to go on 
(cheers), it will increase tenfold in intensity, and the 
people will do for themselves that which the Legis- 
lature refuses to do. (Cheers.) We will see that the 
people will not be swept from the country while there 
IS money to defend them in the Courts of law. The 
National Land League has plenty of money at its dis- 
posal for the purpose of defending the tenantry of Ire- 
land, llie day is dawning when we shall have taken 
the first steps to strike down British misrule, and the 
noble dreams of Grattan, Emmet, and Lord E. Fitz- 
gerald, and of every Irish patriot, ou^ht at all times 
to be brought to a triumph and realization, f Cheers.)" 

Bib C. Bussell. — There is a full report of the si^eech 
in the Freeman* 8 Journal. 

The Attornet-Genebal.—I shall have to show to 
your Lordships that this and many other speeches of a 
very violent character were reported in papers such as 
United Ireland and others. But the more important 
fact is that these outrages which were taking place 
were referred to in the columns of United Irdandy of 
which Mr. William O'Brien was the editor, as being 
jjicidents in the campaign ; 00 that the murder and 
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wonnding of men and women and burning of property 
were regarded as merely incidents in the warfare that 
was going on between the National League and the 
landlords. Day by day, therefore, the effect of these 
speeches was being brought home to those who made 
them, and yet they still continued to go on making 
these speeches and proflling by this organization. On 
October 10, Mr. A. O'Connor, speaking at Castleisland, 
delivered a speech which is thus reported — 

Sir C. Hussell. — This purports to be a report, 
whereas it is only one or two sentences. In the news- 
paper it is a long report. 

The Attobney-Gekeral. — If the report is inaccurate 
my learned friend will get the advantage of it. 

The President. — ISome observation was made by 
one of the learned counsel sottcf vocCi the effect of 
which I did not hear. I think, Mr. Attorney-General, 
you had better confine yourself to those observations 
made by Sir 0. Russell which are addressed to the 
Court, 

The Attorney-General. — I entirely agree, if I may 
humbly say so, with that view; but your Lordships will 
understand that it is scarcely possible when an obser- 
vation is made audibly to avoid reference to it. 

The President. — I wish to keep things orderly in 
all respects, and I thought I would remind you of what 
is orderly. 

The Attorney-General.— I am obliged to your 
Lordships. Now, on October 10, at Castleisland, Mr. 
Arthur O'Connor and Mr. Biggar spoke. Mr. A, 
O'Connor deprecated the commission of acts of violence 
because their enemies made use of such acts,and public 
opinion in England is affected by them. "This passage 
is worthy of consideration because in it the speaker 
deprecates the commission of acts of violence, not 
because they are wrong or wicked, but because their 
enemies made use of such acts, and public opinion in 
England was affected by them. The speaker went on 
to say that he knew the feelings that were entertained 
towards the landlords of Kerry, aud he believed them 
to be perfectly natural. He sympathized with those 
feelings, and he could well understand — though he 
would not attempt to justify — the extreme act of any 
man who might in the moment of irritation be pre- 
pared to do that which St. Patrick and his followers 
would in their duty be compelled to denounce. He 
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said, '* I tell you that the man who woald shoot 
Samuel Hussev would do a grievous harm to the cause 
of the tenant/' On the subject of rent he told them 
to provide first for their own maintenance, then to pay 
their %hop debts, and when that was done they might 
think of the landlord; that they should keep a firm grip 
of their holdingR, and it evicted remain in the locality 
watching the first opportunilrjr to regain possession, and 
that they should be no party to the grabbing of farms. 
Mr. Biggar said :— 

** They should take care that none of their 
neighbburs gave more than the valuation in the 
shape of rent. They can take care that if any one is 
base enough to take an evicted farm the public 
opinion of the district is brought to bear against hint, 
and that he be forced, not oy physical meani», to do 
what he ought to do iu regard to a matter of that 
kind. If any one is charged with shooting or offering 
violence to the landlord or his agent it is the duty of 
the Land League to see that that person shall get a 
fair trial. What is the good of a man shooting a land- 
lord ? YoD, the members uf the local Land League, 
can use your exertions to get everything in favour of 
the person who is charged with such a crime as 
shooting a landlord." 

Speaking of Mr. Blennerhassett he said : — " Ho 
has thrown in his lot, so far as I know, with 
the Whiggish members of the Irish party, who are our 
most deadly and dangerous enemies. Speaking of Sir 
Bowland Blennerhassett, he said : — ** I believe when 
Mr. Hussey's son wanted a grand jury Sir Rowland 
Blennerhassett took the trouble to come over here to 
keep this tyrannical agent's son in as high sherifi! for 
this county." At Brosna, county Kerry, on the 24th of 
October, 1880, Mr. T. Harrington, another member of 
Parliament, proposed a resolution pledging the people 
never to take an evicted farm or to hold intercourse 
with such personH ; and he said they should put their 
opposition to that person into definite form. " In one 
part of the county a man named John W. O'Connor 
had taken an evieted farm, and endeavoured to dare 
public opinion for three or four months, but the jeers 
and scorn with which he was met obliged him to sur- 
render it to the landlord." Now that case of John 
O'Connor, which is one I have to mention to your 
Lordships in connexion with the outrages in thift 
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coant^ and in connexion with the League, was a case 
in wmch John O'Cnnnor's crop of flax had been thrown 
into the river. He had then been boycotted and his 
house had been maliciously set on fire, and eventually 
he surrendered his farm. Undoubtedly this is an 
instance in which the steps taken^ by those 
opposed to this poor man to make him surrender 
his farm were successful, he having neither the 
means nor the courage to resist^ any longer. ^ The con" 
duct that was used towards him to force him to sur- 
render his farm was described by Mr. T. Harrington 
as " the jeers and the scorn with which he had been 
treated." 

Sib C. iRussell.— Where did this John O'Oonnot 
live? 

The Attorney-General.— My learned friend asks me 
to state where the man John O'Comior lives. I have not 
the reference of his address before me, bat I will give 
him the actual part of the county in which he lives 
when I come to deal with the case. On the 27th of 
February, 1881, at Barraduff, also in the county of 
Kerry, M. P. Boyton, the Land League organizer for 
Leinster, and known to Mr. Parneil as a principal 
organizer, made a speech. This Boyton was a man 
who, at a later date, many months after the time I am 
now upon, when it was considered desirable for Mr^ 
Pamell to express his willingness to suppress outrages, 
was referred to as one of the men Mr. Parneil would 
use to suppress outrages. It is more important to my 
purpose that this man was paid to make speeches. On 
the occasion to which I refer Mr.* T. Harrington and 
Father O'Leary were also present. In the course of 
his speech Boyton said : — 

" The time for speeches has almost passed ; I 
believe that the landgrabbers are dead in Kerry; if not, 
it is high time for you to look after them. The day 
must cease in Ireland when rent will be paid. From 
this it will be our duty to go on as you are doing and 
put an end to the landgrabbers in your midst. You are 
entitled to fix what is a fair rent, and if that be refused 
keep the rent and the land too. There is such a thing 
as landgrabbing ; you know what to do with the land- 
grabbers before now ; shun them like a man in the 
smallpox.'' 

Tour Lordships will find presently from whom the ad- 
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vice as to land-grabbers originally came. I suggest 
ihat even if these speeches had been delivered witnuut 
any previous knowledge of what had been their conse^ 

2[uence, such speeches must be known to be calculated 
be interpreted by those who heard them as a 
direct incitement to get rid of land-grabbers — a land* 
grabber being a man who has done nothing wrong 
except take laud which was to be let. I would ask 
your Lordships what judgment ought to be passed on 
men who delivered speeches such as these in regard to 
land-grabbers, knowing as they must have known how 
land-j^rabbers were being treated. I say it is im- 
possible to exaggerate the wickedness of such speeches 
•>-but I desire to point out, what is even more irn* 
portant for my purpose, that without this intimida* 
tion backed up by outrage the Land League, of which 
Mr. Parnell was tne head, would have been powerless. 
Poor men would have resisted its decrees if they 
bad not been enforced by murder. The next speeches 
which I shall refer to were delivered at Killorglin oa 
tb) 4th of March, 1881. Mr. Boy ton said :— 

** If they (the landlords) did not stop their devilish 
work of driving the youth out of Ireland a day would 
come when there would be an end to the Lansdownes, 
the Kenmares, the M^Gillicuddys, the Trenches.*' 
(The Trenches are principally land agents in Ireland.) 
•* We know there is neither honesty, justice, or honour in 
any English Government situation, so long as Ireland 
is coneerned. The moral coward, Mr. Gladstone, from 
five millions of Irishmen he takes awav the right to know 
why they are put into a prison cell. We have seen 
plenty ox them (landlords and agents) that deserve 
to be shot at any man's hands. I have always denounced 
the commission of outrages by night, but meet him in 
the broad daylight, and if you must blow his brains 
out, blow it out in the daytime." 
This is a direct incitement to commit outrages in broad 
daylight, and there were some such outrages com- 
mitted. To a great extent this was unknown prior to 
1880. No doubt some outrages were committ-ed in 
connexion with Fenianism and agrarian matters, but aa 
far as this (fjrstem of outrage and intimidation, begin- 
ning by boycotting and culminating in murder, was 
concerned it received a fresh and a whoHv new start 
from the Land League. Mr. Boyton proceeded : — 
** It will bo your duty to punish those people for any 
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misase of their power ; do not be afraid of tbe Govern- 
ment or the police, bat teach that man (the land- 
grabber) to be afraid of you. Any policeman that 
enters your house between sunset to-nl^t and sunrise 
to-morrow yoa can kill him if you choose. If they 
come at night and you have an old musket or an old 
pistol, and your wife or daughter is frightened, you 
can blow out his brains. Teach your children to grow 
up in the love of God and hatred of the English mis- 
government and oppression. If we saw a fair prospect 
for something better we would not be afraid to sacri- 
fice our liberty first and afterwards our lives in its 
attainment." 

Mr. T. Harrington, who was then editor or proprietor of 
the Kerry Sentinel^ said : — 

" The present agitation is something more than a 
struggle against landlordism, it is a struggle for the 
independence of the Irish nation." 
Your Lordships will not forget what I have already said 
as to the way in which the various strands of political 
and agrarian feeling were united together. Mr. 
Harrington proceeded : — 

•* The man who steals into the back-door of the 
agent's oiHce to pay his rent, that man is a double- 
dyed traitor. It is your duty to cut off all communica- 
tion with the man who takes a farm from which 
another has been evicted. We intend to make them* 
the farmers, independent men, and when anv foreign 
despots come to crush them their spirit will be up to 
resent them." 

I will endeavour for the sake of convenience to refrain 
from commenting on these speeches until I have read 
them all, but I must here point out that Boyton's 
speech, referring to individuals by name, was one which 
of course inflamed the minds of the people, and in- 
dicated the course that they should pursue in order to 
revenge themselves upon those persons by whom they 
considered that they were injured. I desire next to direct 
your Lordships' attention to speeches delivered at 
Enocknabul on the 5th of June, 1881. TheKev. Michael 
M'Mahon, parish priest, said : — 

** That when Irishmen were in the French service, 
when the Irish Brigade existed, when Englishmen 
and Irishmen were in the field, the Irishmen were 
always placed against the Englishmen, so sure were 
the French of carr.vine the day. Even in the sreat 
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battles where the French were beaten, the Irish broke 
one section of the field and brought back the English 
colours. At the battle of Fontenoy the French were 
forced to fiy. One resource remained, 6,000 of the 
Irish Brigade. They got the word to charge, they 
rushed in upon the English column irresistibly like a 
thunder cloud, and trampled them to earth. At the 
American War, Washington's war with America, the 
Irish contingent contributed most materially to its 
success. In the war of 1814 between England and 
America, the American navy, created by John Barry, an 
Irish exile, defeated England In the height of her 

Sower. The greatest commanders in that fleet were 
I'Daragh and Stewart, the grandfather of the present 
Charles S. Parnell. They dealt their blows upon the 
British, and the American army, led by Jackson and 

two Irishmen also, they destroyed the 

Bnglish Army. The Irish element is a strong and 
growing power upon the earth. They surround the 
British Empire in thousands, prepared to break upon it 
at any moment. Foreign complications may inyolve 
England any day in war." 

The Bev. D. M'Gillicuddy, Catholic curate, referring 
to Father Sheehy's imprisonment, said :— 

** What has been Father Sheehy's crime ? Let me 
ask any man here if Father Sheehy walked this 
road down here to-day and saw the ruin that you 
saw, if a groan of indignation came from his 
breast, who would condemn him ? And this is 
Father Sheehy's crime. He has never^ done or 
said anything that would be worse than if he stood 
about the pile of the ruins of Donoghue's house and 
said, * Oh, Herbert.' " 

Donoghue was a man who had recently been evicted, 
and Patrick O'Keefe, a released Fenian, said : — 

" The constitution upon which the sun never sets, 
and God grant that it may never 8et,because it would be 
wron^ and dangerous to leave it in the dark, if the 
constitution fails to give a portion of the land to the 
labourer, then I say, ' God send another constitution.' 
Another constitution will come, and another sun shall 
rest upon us." 

Mr. Curtin, referring to the farm from which Dono« 
ghue had been recently evicted, said : — 

* ' Let it stop there as a monument, as a memorial 
of Herbert's perfidy. Let it ston there to show that 
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«7e, the people, are anited to a man, and that they' 
will never saner an Iriah.or an English.or any machina- 
tions to defeat us. Let it stop there till Herbert 
coes down to the grave, and badly he is able. 
(Voice, * Let him go down to hell.') I don't want 
you by any means whatsoever to make use of a 
word against that man. I don't want you to make 
ase of that ugly word boycott. But X will tell you that 
there are many ways of killing a dog besides choking 
him with butter. I presume that Herbert won't make 
his appearance often among you, and it would not be 
any great loss if he did not appear in Castleisland. 
Let it go around, from the centre to the sea, that 
Herbert will be one of the most important men in the ■ 
country, far more so than Boycott or Bence Jones. I 
will go and bring some man that might make Herbert 
one of the most remarkable men in the country." 
John D. Casey said they were there to crush tyr^n« 
nizing land roboers, English blood agents, and to abolish 
their cursed game of confiscation and eviction. 

**We have been their slaves for many centuries. We are 
now determined to resist them by all the means in our 
power. I call upon everv one of you to stand by the 
standard of C. o. Paraell, and if one of us be taken 
away let others take their place until the English Go- 
vernment get tired of arresting us. Our motherland is 
a rich one ; therefore, let every one be determined, 
no matter who is imprisoned, transported,or hung, let na 
carrv on the cause to the end. Now is the time to 
crush landlords. Now is the time to live in freedom^ 
or die in slavery. It is now we are fighting the battle 
of victory or slavery. We are on the nrink of victory, 
and thank God, and with His help, we will be 
victorious if we stand together, shoulder to shoulder, 
and stick to the Land League." 

The Rev, Mr. O'Rearden, C.C., said that the princi- ' 
pal reason of their assembling there that dajr was to . 
protest against a recent eviction in the district. He ' 
was there to denounce those who had perpetrated that 
outrage upon civilization. The speaker then e3i:plaiued 
the circumstances of the case of the evicted tenant in 
question, Donoghue, and stated that after he had been 
evicted '* the hirelings of the agent proceeded to level 
the house to the ground." 

** Now, I say here to-day, and I know the effect 
that act had upon the fcclui^is of the people, I say 
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it was calculated to disturb and excite the people 
and cause outrage in the land. Mr. F«rster seems 
to be at present only listening to one side of the 
story. I say here to-day that there are some men in prison, 
some of whom I am proud to call my friends. I sav 
that that act of outrage was more calculated to disturb 
the peace than anything that these people might 
reasonably be suspected to have done, i have a great 
obieotion to bring any man's name under censure, 
public or private ; but I will not withhold the name of 
the landlord here to-day. The name is Mr. Wm. Hartlet, 
the name of the agent is Mr. A. Herbert, and I brand 
them here to-day as disturbers of peace and order in 
the land. I am here to-day to tell this Mr. Arthur 
Herbert that if he comes into this remote district to 
disturb the peace, that if he dares to do it, that 
though we will not injure a hair of his head, that we 
will make an example of him." (The use of thisjphrase 
as to injuring a hair of his head was one which the 
people well understood.)** Is, therefore, Mr. A. Herbert 
to be allowed to come in here and break up the houses 
of these poor people and cast them adrift on the 
waves of the world r I say he will not." 
On the 11th cff September, 1881, a meeting was held at 
Currow. Mr. Kelly, Tralee Land League orgamzer of Kerry^ 
said : — 

* * He felt that in no part of the world, in no part 
of Kerry, could a meeting be so properly held as on this 
very spot where they are assemDlea, because they can 
almost see the footprints of the sheriff, the crowbar 
brigade, the emergency men, and all the rag, tag, and 
bobtail of a miserable, mean, and cowardly Govern- 
ment. To-day, not very far from where they are 
assemblefl, the hired soldiers and police of Gladstone's 
Government brought here, I daresay to give themselves 
an airing, but with the ostensible purpose of raeventing 
xu from committing a breach of the peace. What little 
chance is there of us breaking the peace, except the^ 
might stick their unwelcome noses among us, and !f 
they did I would not be responsible for the peace. 
Will you take a farm from which another has been 
evicted ? ^ (Voice, * They are taken here.') Well, yoa 
have nothing to do with those people ; they are simply 
land-grabbers, and for that you have one thing to do — 
point the finger of scorn at them. As Dr. Nulty said, 
socially ostracize them, have no Intercourse with them« 



UDd they will find when public opinion ia broagut on 
them they will rot under it. We will work even to the 
death to seep the labourers here,and we know well that 
if more stem work is want^ we can depend on the 
labourers on a pinch.'' 

The Bey. Mr. O'Callaghan, CO., delivered a strong 
speech against emergency men and landlordism^ ana 
urged upon the people the necessity for combination 
'* against that system which will soon sink accursed 
into the earth, to be melted by the tears of the widows, 
famished children ; a system that hired the spy ana 
suborned the informer." The Rev. A. Murphy, U.C., 
said : — 

** We have been fouled out of oar rights for the last 
200 years, and it would be much better for us to fight 
against our enemies on the battlefield than starve in the 
workhouses as we have done. Unite, no man should 
go by the back stairs into the rent-office ; go in a 
body, or don't go at all. I should think there are 
plenty of night boys about here to see them. I think 
that the cause has made great progress ; one good 
thing, you have cooked the small land-grabber, he is 
done brown. (Boos for Brown.) " (Brown was the man who 
was murdered by Poff and Barrett, who were tried and 
convicted.) **Youhave yet to cook that big land-grabber, 
and the big land-grabber well merited it. Second course, 
land-grabber ; third, dessert. We will give England her 
deserts, and as soon as England meets with her deserts, 
then vou can drink a health to noble Davitt. My 
frienos, Davitt's wolf-dogs are in the slips.and we shall 
only have to cry hulloa when those wolves will run 
away. He need not catch them by the throat at all 
when they will run. Speak to no man that goes by the, 
back stairs into the rent-office. Watch the petty agents 
and there will be no more land-grabbers, they will ga 
up to the top of Crumckbin." 

With reference to the connexion between moonlighting 
and the Land League,! have already mentioned that as 
far as we have been able to find out in every case that 
can be traced the moonlighters were Land Leaguers. 
It is not unimportant also to notice that the moon- 
lighters when tried were invariably defended with Land 
League money. ^ I mention that not for the purpose of 
further connecting the Land League with these outrages, 
because we have abundance of other proof of this, out 
for the i^upose of calling attention to the purposes for 
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which the money sabscribed was deYoied.AM Mr. Boytcm 
pointed out, the money of the Land League was at ihO 
disposal of every one accused of shooting a landlord, 
in order, it was said, to secore foe him '* a fair trial." 
The result was that all those who committed outrages 
considered themselves as under the special protection of 
the Land League. I now come to speeches deUvered at 
Kenmare on the 20th of Septemberi 1885. 

The President. — 1885 ! Are you proceeding from 
|1881 to 1885, or do you intend to return to the inter* 
vening period ? 

The Attobney-Genzbal.— In 1882 the Land League 
was suppressed, and from 1882 to 1885 the Coereion Act 
was in force. However, perhaps the better course will 
be for me to break off witn the speeches down to 1881. 
and direct your Lordships' attention to a selection of 
the outrages committed in this county down to this 
|>eriod. . 1 will not describe all the outrages, but I will 
refer to some of them and show that they had a direct 
connexion with the speeches which were delivered, to 
which 1 have already referred. I will give them, as 
far as possible, in order of date. First of all I would 
call attention to the firing into the dwelling-house of 
Thomas Talbot on the 18th of March, 1880. Your 
Lordships will find that on the 8th of S(arch,1880, a man 
named Murphy was evicted from his farm, and Thomas 
Talbot took possession and occupied it as caretaker. On 
the morning of the 18th of March he was fired at 
through the window of the house where he was living. 
On that occasion, fortunately, he was not wounded. 

Sib 0. Russell.— That date is before any of the 
l^eeches to which you have referred* 

The Attobney-^enebal. — It is quite trae that this 
outrage is before the date of any of the speeches that I 
have been reading, but I am not able to give your liord* 
ships the reports of the earliest of the Laoid League 
meetings. There were meetings, and the organlxation 
was at work months before the speeches I have reed. 
We cannot get evidence of what passed at the earlier 
meetings, for they were not of the same pnblio 
pharauter. It was not until the county had been 
partially organized that these thoronghlv public meet- 
ings took place. I next call your Lordsnips' attention 
to the firing into the dwelling-house of Jeremiah 
{Sullivan on the 3d of DeQeinher>.X330. 6.nUivan was 
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a ieDant of Lord Ventry's, and he paid his rent. He 
had done nolimig else, as far as I can gather, to call 
down upon him vie Tengeance of the Land League. On 
the morning of the 3a of December a shot was fired 
throng^ the bedroom window. Some pellets penetrated 
the enrtains of the bed on which he and his wife were 
rieeping. Glie windows of the house were broken, and 
a violent threatening notice was posted on his door. It 
said : — 

** The cause that we come to yovl is that yon paid jonr 
rent| and wc swear by our God that if you ever again 
pav it Against the will of " 



pay it against the will of the people or any other man 
tron wm be shot. Take notice only for the large 
family that was depending on you have been shot, and 
there is more black sheep in the neighbourhood got not 
to pay rent and they paid and they will be shot. — 
BOBY OF TSS Bills, the Moonlight Ranger." 

Then there was a picture of a coffin bearing the words, 
*' God rest his sool.'' On the 29th of June, 1881, the 
house of a man named M 'Candy was atda^ked by an 
armed part^, and this man with his brother and 
sister were wounded with gun-shot wounds. One of 
his arms had to be cot off. His offence was that he had 
served certain eviction notices. On the 6th of Septem- 
ber, 1881« William Coppice received notice that un- 
less ho apologized to the Land Leasue for having paid 
his rent he would be boycotted, ana his house was sub- 
ftequently attacked. On the 12th of November, 1881, 
the house of Thomas Galvin, who had paid his rent, 
was entered by an armed party, Galvin being fired at 
and wounded. On the 17 th of December, 1881, 
Midiael Plynn had his house entered by an armea 
party at Corbal, and, being charged with pnying his 
rent, was fired at and wounded, necessitating the 
amputation of his leg. On the 1st of Febrtiary, 1882, 
the houses of Daniel McCarthy and Daniel Lenaghan 
were fired into, the only en)lanation heins that they 
bad paid their rent, in the same month Cornelius 
H]cA[ey, who had taken possession of a farm and who had 
refused to give it up, was shot, and died of his wounds. 
On the ($th of Haceh, 1882, Daniel Dowling was fired 
at and wounded. These outrages in the county Kerry 
were occurring almost daily, and one cnnnot help again 
ssking why is it that there is not a single speech b^ a 
leader of tho so-ci^ll^d constitutional t?ai:tv in whicl) 
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ftn attempt was mado to restrain such «xittage«. The 
Ijand League was started under ibe names of Mr, Par- 
nell and Mr. Biggar, and Mr. Bremian and Mr. Bgan 
were its officers. If they were not conniving at and 
taking advantage of what was going on, how it it that 
not even a eircular was sent out to warn these people 
of the iniquity of these outrages, and to urge the people 
to assist in the conviction of those who conmitted 
these deeds ? But during these dreadful years of 1881 
■ and 1882 not one single step was taken bv Mr. Pamell 
or any of his followers to put an end to tnese outragea. 
Your Lordships will find that whenever the outrages 
were spoken of by some speakers it was pointed oat 
that they did harm because of their effect on English 
public opinion. But nothing was said of the wickedneaa 
of these deeds. Daniel Dowling was a farmer of d5 
years' standing and was suspected of paying his rent. 
On the 6th of March a party of men entered his honao 
and asked if he had paid his rent, fie said he had and 
had got a reduction, whereupon they ordered him into 
the yard and fired at him, wounding him in the thi^. 
The same party visited other persons' hooses and m- 
fiicted injuries upon them when thev refused to aaswet 

Questions. On the 10th of March, at Enookadoon^ 
'imothy Connelly's house was entered. He was shot 
in the arms and legs, his wife was shot in the head 
and thigh, and his daughter was also wounded* his 
offence being the payment of his rent and the giving 
information to the police as to certain ootrages. In 
this particular district Miss Be3rnolds, a member of the 
'Ladies' Land League, had been agitating, and on^ 
doubtedly she went down, having her expenses paia 
with Labd League money. On the 30th of Maroh^ 
1882, Arthur Herbert was murdered near Castleislaad. 
He had been denounced in a speech that I have tkktetdj 
read. When walking along the public road on Ids way 
to petty sessions he was fired at and shot. It is im* 
possible to exaggerate the wickedness of these offences 
or of the men who instigated them. On tlie 17th of 
April, 1882, John Callarty was fired at and so badly 
wounded that his leg had to be cut off. He had pointed 
out certain land to the officers of the law. On the 
20th of July. 1882, a bailiff named Keny was shot at 
and wounded in the leg, his only offence being that 
he was working for an unpopular landlord. C^ the 
20th ot August, 1882, Daniel teat)y» » fanner^ aged 60 



yearSf of 6earteeii« near Killamey, was mivdered. "Bit 
was^ a tenant of Lord Eenmare, and was suspected oft 
having obtained for his son-in-law through his influence 
at the rent office a farm which had been pat up for 
auction and for which Leahy was outbidaen at the 
anetion. About midnight a party of six or seven men, 
armed, burst into Leahy's house, proceeded to his bed^^ 
0ide, and ruthlessly tore him from beside his wife, who 
did all in her power to save him, but without effect. 
Leahy was drac^ged into the kitchen, his wife still dingn 
ing to him, but she was pulled away, and after the un-< 
fortunate man had been placed upon his knees three 
shots were fired at him, all of which took effect in his 
abdomen and from which he died. One would have 
thought that this crime would have excited the piW 
even of the constitutional agitators. But though 
it was generally attributed to the Land League, 
the leaders of the League did nothing to condemn* 
it. On the 14th of May, 1883, James Walsh, who 
was the caretaker of an evicted farm, was attacked 
by a party of men and injured by gun-riiot wounds. 
I Will leave the later outrages until I have referred to 
the later speeches. And now, my Lords, I wish to call 
attention to tibe speeches made about the same time in 
the county of Mayo. As far as we can gather Galway 
was organised and worked by Harris, Gordon, and 
Kally, who were sent down to deliver a series of 
meches in that county, while in Kerry Boyton and the 
Barringtont were the chief agitators. Mr. Biggar was 
also a speaker at some meetings, but,being a person of 
more importance, with possibly even more important 
work to do, he did not visit Kerry very frequently. 
In regard to the county of Mayo I shall show your 
Lordships how that county was worked. I shall %ot-, 
however, be able to refer to all the speedies that 
were delivered, and in some cases we have only the 
resolutions that were passed. The first meeting held in 
the eounty of Mayo to which I would refer your 
Lordships took place at Irishtown on the 2d of May,' 
1880. Mr. Boyton said there was an old adage which 
say* " Show me your company and I will tell yon who 
you are ;" it was a proud ambition of his to be in the 
company of Mr. Famell and Mr. Davitt. It was the 
first time he had set foot in Mayo, and he would go 
back to the Land League of Kildare and tell them that 
ihe cow» in Coimavgbt have long famaa. Mr. Davitt 



nviewed the work done by the affitation, wlnfih, he 
said, had shown the tenant fanners their great strength $ 
had broQ^hfc them together in vast niunbers ; the force 
of landlordism was nothing against the vast masses of 
the people ; it had convinced them that they had 
rights to the soil of Ireland — frights far more strong and 
more superior than the landlords' ; and it had infased 
into the people such a spirit that they are resolved to 
fight for those rights until victory crowned their cause. 
"The Land League had called upon the people to pay no 
rent antil they got a reduction, to look to their own 
comforts, and then offer the landlords what they could 
spare. You have triumphed over both the landlords 
and the Government and by your action have made 
the landlords the weaker party. Then, in the name ot 
reason, in the name of justice and common sense, let the 
landlords go to the wall.'' Mr. John J. Louden said ;-^ 
** Not luone have we on the platforms of Mayo, (ial- 
way, Sligo,' and Lei trim preached the gospel of the 
people's social regeneration, but we have carried the 
war into everv possible avenue of attack where 
we could strike landlordism low. We often hear 
the expression that our meetings are conmiunistic, but 
I here declare, in the face of heaven, that the land 
does not belong to the landlords, but to the people. 
iTon must not let ady man bring a charge of communism 
against us, for the cause we are advocating is the cause 
of humanity and of God." 

Mr. Painell called upon the people to renew the pledge 
they had made twelve months ago to keep a firm grip 
of their holdings, to refuse to pay an unjust rent, and 
to stand by the struggle until the lands have passed 
into the possession of the people. ** The Irish National 
Land League was then a struggling institution ; to-day 
it is known all over the world ; Canada, Australia, 
and America are pouring in their money to help them. 
It is impossible for the 600,000 tenant farmers of Ire<« 
land to be overwhelmed if they combine together. 
We will protect you by fighting in the Conrts points of 
law, and out of the Courts by creating a public senti- 
ment against landlord exterminators ; and if by any 
chance, in any place, a landlord should get the upper 
hand of his tenantry, we will see that better and 
happier homes will take the places of those they 
have lost. I leave thijs cause, then, in your hands. 
1»eltevin£ that we are commenoiniE a renewal ox 
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agii^iton T. on' the liuid question greater in in 
tenaitj than that which signalled last winter.' 
I do not see how it is possible for any one to contend 
that this was not a conspiracy, an organization started 
and intended to be worked by agents in various parts of 
Ireland. It was a conspiracy which never could hav^ 
been carried on by two or three men in the first 
instance, but must, as its infinence increased, be 
worked by means of agents, and it is for that reaaon 
that I have said that the principal charge made in 
*' Famellism and Crime 'Ms that these leaders con- 
nived at and winked at the work being done. It is not 
charged that they themselves ftersonally went and 
planned the outrages, but that other men were doing it 
for them, and that of that system they took the advan* 
tage and never stirred hand or foot to put a stop to it. 
Without this thorough organisation, as they called it, it 
would have been impossible tor Mr. Pamell to be sup- 
ported by the members who subsequently supported him 
in Parliament,and the men who were nommated to take, 
those places would never have been nominated at aU,- 
i will call your Lordships' attention next to a speech 
made at Ballintaffy on May 3, 1880, by the same jf . P, 
Boy ton. He said he represented Mr. Pamell at the 
meeting that day, and proposed a resolution protesting, 
against the tyrannical power that had driven two of j' 
their fellow-countrymen '(M 'Hugh and Walsh) out ofj 
the countiT, and pledging the people to take care ofj 
their holdings until they returned to resume possesr 
sion of them. ** The cause they have in hand is Jknown' 
to all, and if that cause is right it will succeed, in spite 
of the whole British Empire. It is right, and it will 
succeed. We are going to tear down thib most infamous' 
structure. We are going to protest against the most 
infamous imposition of laws. I was told here to-daqf. 
that the arm of the law — the rotten aim of strength— « 
was sent here for your protection ; but I think the; 
men of Mayo are able to take care of themselves.' 
(Cheers.) The seed that you have sown to-day wilt 
come up and astonish the whole world. Let who will' 
take u^ the crop, the crop that will follow it will be 
more significant when the question of the right to the 
land will be decided. I want you to bear in mind that 
the man who is to-day the recognized leader of the 
Irish people is taking advantage of a weapon greater 
than the sword— the pen. We bare a faithful and 
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■ffioient staff of men, who are patting before the ereff 
of the world — greater empires than the British — ^that 
every power will be used against them. I did not 
come here to make a speech. 1 oame here to describe 
in great round Roman type before 500 audiences in 
the Great Republic of the West." The Rot. Mr. Oor- 
bett, Catholic curate, also spoke. He said : — ** We will 
hold our farms and keep a firm grip of them ; we will 
at least terrify the landlords so far as we can, that 
they will relinquish their hold upon.the land." Referring 
to some vacant holdings on a local property, whictk« 
however, he did not name, he called upon the people 
never to dream of going into possession of these 
holdings again ; let them lie waste, and put this 
tyrant down. At this meeting a placard was dis* 
played, having the inscription, '* Let no man take this 
lana." At the same meeting Mr. John W. Walsh said 
it was from the lips of Father Corbett he had first 
learned to hate landlordism. '* I am here to-daj,'* 
he said, ** to assist you to denounce that system. God 
made this world for His own glory and man*s benefit. 
He never intended that a few lasy people should own 
the land." On Jane 13 of the same year, 1880, J. W. 
Nally, an organiser who was doing work in Gal way 
durinpT part of the same autumn, spoke at BallyglasS. 
He said :--'* The Peace Preservation Act is abolished 
altogether ; each of you can get a licenee for lOs. 
Well, by paying lOs. you can shoot the whole year 
rouna. The Act is this, that you can shoot jackdaws, 
magpies, vermin, and nuisances. (A voice. — * The 
police.') Don't snoot the police, and toe landlords and 
land-grabbers are not brought under it. I am not 
telling you to shoot, but I am telling you 
what yon can do, if you like. There is only lOs. 
licence for the whole year round. You will havi» 
to pay £3 for game, but the other applies to the vermin 
line. Without unity we cannot get rid of the land- 
sharks and land-grabbers." Nally then read a resolution 
condemning the conduct of any person who would take 
an evicted or surrendered farm, and compared such con- 
duct to that of the robber soldier who pierced the heart 
of Christ. No doubt my learned friend has tested the 
accuriftoy of our re^rts by other reports of the sneeohes 
I have read, and if there can be anything tnat can 

?iualify language such as I am referring to, my learned 
rieud id entitled to t«.ke advantaeo of it . but all I 
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Oftn my is that it will be for your Lordships to judge 
whether the statements made by the reporters, par- 
ticularly having regard to what I have already put 
before yon, do not represent with substantial accuracy 
^he pith of the speeches, and show that they 
were intended to be. made for the purpose of in-* 
oiting the people to the conduct which followed. 
Kezt, my Lords, at Shrule, on June 20, 1880, F. J, 
Gordon, the man I mentioned yesterday, made a speech« 
He commented upon the aDsence from the meet- 
ing of the parish priest, and remarked that he bean 
the name of Good, but he is danmed little good. He 
(Gordon) left it in the hands of the people to chastise 
those who are against the people. He did not care if 
" half the throats of our enemies were cut before 
morning." Gordon then related a story of an attempt 
l^t had been made by a landlord to evict a tenant o£ 
liis (a woman). The woman stood up, took from the 
hearth a tongs, and smashed the head of the robber. 
Bhe was not guilty of a crime. He asked the women 
there that day to act the part of the soldier, to allow 
DO robber to enter their cabin. If they drove the robber 
from their cabin door their name should pass to every 
quarter of the globe. He alluded to two men, David 
Bourke and his son-in-law, who, he said, were in treaty 
for an evicted farm, previously held by one Thorton. 
iThe people groaned at this, and J. W. Nally observed 
that groans were of no use, and added, *^ Befer it me 
for my pills I have got lately.'* ** O'Connvli once said 
that the land of Ireland would be dearly bought at one 
drop of blood, but I differ from him. It is better for 
you to lose your blood as Allen, Larkin, and O'Brien 
^id, and we are detennined to do the same. Away with 
16 luid-robbers ; in referring to the land-sharks and 
')ber8, unfortunately we have them in our midst, 
you in the name of Ireland to treat them with 
coni^pt. (A voice. — * Give them what Lord Leitrim 
got.'^/J. W. Nally. — * You. are too cowardly to do 
that.*)^^on't forgive them, they have sold their 
nationaUajr and away with them. I don't care by what 
rorm a ma^»«« robbed ; whether by day or by night, 
you must loo£^pon it as robbery. It is (juite the same 
to a dog how he is killed — bv choking him with a rope 
or with butter." J. W. Walsh also spoke. He pro- 
tested against tlie eviction of a tenant named Pat 
Keru hy his landlord, Mr. Bourke, of Ower. He said 
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)ie was present, deputed by the Irish N. Ii. L., to offer 
any assistance towards explaining the objects of thi 
morement. He was present as an Irish Nationalist to 
proclaim the doctrine of Irish nationalitjr. He had takea 
an. active part in the agitation since its initiation, and 
he would be sorry to say one word in faroor of the 
N. L. L. if he saw it interfere with that pore and holy 
name of Irish nationality, ** Whenever you meet a 
tand*grabber» land-robber, or land-thief, raise your ciy 
to Ireland, that it may sound in his ears. Landlordism 
has been swept away by the people of France, &c. Are 
we to lie up and see the bastard come into our cabins ? 
A tyrant comes in and says you must get up, I want 
this cabin. What would be the feelings of tnat man f 
Aye, I don't know what would curb that man's feel' 
ings from dark imaginings, or his hands from bringing 
them into effect." This, my Lords, is the speech of a 
man who had been deputed by the National Lan^ 
Leaffue to give his assistance in explaining the objects 
of the movement. He had heard^ this speech of Qordon, 
and he, as representing the National Land League, gave 
the people that advice and never uttered a wora of 
repudiation of the doctrines that had been preached to 
them. On July 4, 1880, at Bohola, there werepreseni 
at a meeting J. W. Walsh and J. W. Nally. Walsh on 
that occasion said : — '* There were many reasons that 
gave him pleasure that day, and that was to raise h]0 
voice in praise of American Independence, and ha 
hoped the Irish people under the leadership of 0. S* 
Parnell will have Ireland a free nation yet.^* At the 
conclusion of his speech, J. W. Nally came forward 
and said : — ** There nas been more good done since this 
day week than all thespeeching — the pills." (A voice.— 
•* Three cheers for Rory of the Hills ! ") (Cheers.) Very 
shortly before this speech was made an outrage had 
taken place in the immediate neighbourhood, a man 
having been shot ; and your Lordships will find, if you 
think the evidence I shall bring oefore you is true, 
that these men were, practically speaking, repeating 
the same advice and using the .same language in 
various parts of Ireland, ^ese nien were not gifted 
speakers selected for their eloquence, but they were 
men who were selected and paid for the purpose of 
going out and organizing this kind of work, and for 
the purpose of promoting the int^ests of the National 
Land Lea«iie by such speeches. I believe it will appear. 
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with leierenee to that statement,** there has been more 

{rood done since this day week thau all the speech- 
ng," that at the very time it was made a man 
in the neighbourhood was lying dying from th« 
effects of a fatal shot — ^a man who had com- 
mitted no offence except that he had in some 
way offended those who worked the Land League. 
On July 11, 1880, at Cong, Mayo, P. J. Gordon* 
Matthew Harris, J. W. Walsh, and Father O'Mall^ 
were present at a meeting. On that occasion P. J. 
Gordon laid: — 

*' The^ man who takes an evicted farm I will 
point him as a greater assassin than the man who 
nres a pistol-shot. If you sweep away landlordism, 
everything will prosper in this land. They say we 
are promoting assassination ; but is it not enough to 
make an assassin of any man when he sees his family 
Bent forth on the world? Swear before Heaven that 
^is land vou are determined to maintain. If you are 
determined to be tree you must strike the blow against 
landlordism. I wiU sketch over the attempt at Ballin- 
robe. They have run over to Claremorris and took 
one man from among us. But they wanted to have one 
bird in the nest. They knew he had nothing tu do with 
the murder. The police went as far as Queenstown and 
arrested those men on their way to America. I stole 
away five of tiiem, and before another week elapses 
two will be away too. If there were a crime com- 
mitted against the man, let them find out the guilty 
|»rty." 

The mention of Ballinrobe had reference to an outrage 
that had taken place there. A man was then lying on 
his death-bed suffering from the effects of a shot 
received a few days before. I have spoken to your 
XiOrdships of the means adopted bv the organization to 
obtain a fair trial for the men who shot landlords, but 
tiow the operations seem to be carried a step further, 
knd, nractically. speakin^Ci €k>rdon says that he had 
tometning to ' do wil^ keeping these men out 
of the way. Those are the tactics which wer^ 
lureachedy and those are the instructions that were 
given to those poor ignorant men. father O'Malley 
Ipaid :— 

'* The Irish National Land League is the hope of 
|he pejumnt. XJnxtj is strength. If yon take a piece 
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of thread yoa can map it, bnt pat a thoiMand pieces 
together ana they will hold a ship. You will pat them 
round landlordism and lath it to the ground. Talk la 
cheap, but what we want is action. The landlords 
have murdered the people — driven them to die in the 
workhouse, or senf uiem to the bottom of the 
AUantic. I say this is murder. A man said to me» 
' Is it not a savage thing to take away a man's life ?' 
Bnt what shall yoa say to the man who brings it upoo 
himself ? " 

It is all very well to talk of this as a political 
agitation. It is a direct attempt by means of 
attacking the tenants, and tmoogh them the 
landlords, to promote the end wherehy the land- 
lord " garrison " was to be removed altogether 
from Ireland. That was part of the system 
whereby this Land League organisation was going 
to do the work whicn would be palatable and 
acceptable to the extreme party in America ; andj 
ss your Lordships will find, in consequence of 
that very lar^e subscriptions came from America, and^ 
as I have said, a very large amount of that money 
still remains unaccounted lor in the hands of thd 
leaders of the organization. At Olooneal, on Septem<* 
ber 19, 1880, J. W. Walsh, John Sweeney, and J. W. 
Nallv spoke. The latter said he had seen some land- 
|:rabbers, both that day and the day previoos, at 
Killalla, " and they had the look of Judas Iscariot 
who slaved Christ on the cross. I hope you will buy a 
lot of those pills that I will be selling. Any man can 
have a rifle and use it ; they are very cheap now; 
I tell yoa you can shoot. There is no dose season for 
shooting vermin. (Cheers.)*' He then proposed a 
resolation declaring that no man should take an evicted 
farm ; any such man should be looked upon as worsd 
than the robber soldier who pierced Christ on the cross* 
Continuing, he said that *^ the words that have flown 
from his lips were not up to the wishes of his heart, 
because he would like to do away with landgrabbers 
and landsharks. The people want something more 
than speechifying. It was no use unless they went 
hand in hand under the standard of Wolfe Tone and 
Emmet, and on the same scaffold as Allen, Larkin, 
and O'Brien. Until that was done they would never 
have total separation." Your Lordships will not fail to 
potioe again this idea of seDaratioii-bfiiiuLlaonfllit cmi^ ^ 
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Id Older tbat wben these speeches came to be reported, 
and the accooats of the meetings came to be sent to 
the other side of the Atlantic, to America, it might 
be* found that they were carrying on that part 
of the programme which was aceet>tabl6 to tneir 
American friends. Before this inquiry is finished 
your Lordships will have little doubt as to what 
was the effect upon America of these speeches which 
were being made from day to day and from month to 
month in Ireland. Sweeney seconded the above reso- 
lution,^ and Walsh said he was glad to see the light was 
spreading, thanks to Bedpath and others like him. 
** Any man who gives sway his harvest and does not 
Jceep what will support his family, he is guilty in the 
sigbt of €rod. If tbe land is not able to supply you 
don't pay any rent at all." With regard to the state- 
ment about ** spreading the light,'' your Lordships will 
find that there was what was called a Bpread-the-light 
fund, and thikt the expression was commonly used both 
of speakers in Ireland and of American literature, and 
one of the ways in which the light was to be spread 
Vas by the circulation in Ireland, among other papers, 
of the Irish World, The Irish World was a papei 
'^hieh, by its articles and by the speeches reported in 
it, openly advocated the use of dynamite, assassination, 
"imd all kinds of acts of violence, and some of the men 
"whose names are implicated aotually applied for thou- 
sands of copies of the Irish World to be sent over, and 
Mr. Pamell himself publicly thanked the Irish World 
more than once for the good it had done to the cause 
of the Land League. More than once, too, you find 
persons who are included in these charges m close 
communication with the representatives of the Irish 
World, and many of them are quoted in the Irish World 
iss advocates of the course of conduct I have been 
denoonoing. It may be said by my learned friend's 
clients that this association was perfectly harmless ; 
that they knew Ford, but did not then suspect him to 
be the man he was. They^ may say * * It is true 
We knew Byrne, but we did not know he was the 
criminal we now believe him to be." But what I shall 
be able to show your Lordships is that these men, of 
whom Byrne was one, were only known as dynamiters 
;or the advocates of djniamite and assasaination, or 
persons disseminating in the American Press the light 
tIplufilLWiw. to be spread in Ijreland. Xberefoze it ?riU 
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not be difiicult for your Lordshipi to come to the con* 
elusion that the association between the Iridi and 
American sections was kept up for no other purpose than 
for the promotion of a common object. It caimot be 
said that these men, who had in view the ooai« 
plete separation of Ireland from England bv any meanfly 
were associated with what has been falsely called a 
constitutional agitation. X referred just now to tiio 
expression '* Spread-the-light.'' It was used by Bed- 
path, one of the most violent speakers. He wac the 
correspondent of the Irish World. He on one occasiom 
denounced the Queen and the constituted authorities in 
such a violent speech that, as I pointed out in my 
opening observations in the action ** O'DonneU ▼• 
Walter," Mr. O'Donnell himself had to repndiate it« 
and other members of the National party had to 
apologize for it and endeavour to put a different gloM 
upon it. On October 10, 1880, a meeting was held at 
Ballyhaunis, county Mayo, at which Mr. Mat Harris 
and James Daly were the speakers. The latter said 
that Lord Mountmorres was not worth shooting as a 
landlord. He was shot because he fined a man at 
Clonbur Petty Sessions 10s. for pulling heather and 
for being a seducer. These remarks are also corrobo- 
rated by Daly's own paper, the Connattght TeUffraph^ 
of October 16, 1880. Mr. Mat Harris said that the 
liberty and independence of their country was to be 
gained by fighting, not by talking. " No people ever 
gained liberty iu a permanent and substantial form 
without fighting and dying for that libertv. I4et the 
people of Ireland make up their minds to this, if th^ 
have any nationality and wish for severance from Eng" 
land ; let them one and all make up their minds to 
this. They have the game in their own hands | 
beware of him who would tell you to pay yoat 
rent." These remarks are corroborated by the C(ny» 
naught Telegraph newspaper of October 16, 1880. 
On April 8, 1881, at a meeting at Ballintaffy, Mr. 
J. F. Quinn spoke. He was secretary to the National 
[jeague, and I have seen his name m connexion with 
one of the branches of the Land League. He said that 
he left Dublin the day previous with the intention of 
being present at this meeting, as the representative of 
the Land League, for the purpose of *^ denouncing the 
person who was about taking those farms ;" but qq was 
glad iU& disagreeable jAnij did not now faUJo biou 
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M the man who was ^ing to take those farms had come 
forward and disclaimed that such was his inten- 
tion. 

** I may say, as one who has been identified with 
this movement from its inception, that I woald not 
|;ive one day in the furtherance of the land movement 
if I did not believe that the day will soon come when 
the banner of freedom will float over us, and the ini« 
quitons landlord 6ysten> will be abolished for ever, and 
tne British Government done terrorizing over as. Let 
no man be guilty of the treacherous conduct of betray- 
ing yoor country and the sacred cause by occupying a 
farm from which a tenant has been evicted ; and if 
any man is so guilty, shun him as you would the very 
devil ; boycott him/' 

Would your Lordships observe the connexion ? The 
idea is that the banner of freedom is to float over their 
landj that the iniquitous landlord system is to be 
abolished for ever, and that the British Government is 
to cease terrorizing over them. These three laudable 
objects are to be attained by preventing people from 
being guilty of the treacherous conduct of betraying 
their country by occupying farms from which tenanw 
have been evicted. The fact was that they believed 
that, if they could not succeed in subjecting the Irish 
tenantry to the tyranny which I have "been describing, 
the movement would fail because honest peoplo would 
not be in fear and would refuse to join m it, and 
ttiere would not be enough dishonest people to form 
tuch an army as eonld achieve the objects in view. At 
the same meeting P. J. Gordon, in the presence of the 
Bev. J. Corbett and Mr. Quinn, called the Government 
*' a bloody British Government." He said the land- 
crabber would be looked upon " in the light of a 
Judas, who dipped his hands in the same dish with Our 
Lord, and afterwards betrayed him ;'* that ** the man 
who violates the rules of the Land League is a Judas, 
and mutt be looked upon as such." He went on : — 

*• We have met here again to-day to denounce an^ 
man that enters on this farm, and if any man takes it 
we will make it a hot shop for him. ^nd, lost it may 
not be heard or understood, I say again that we will 
make it a hot shop for him. I say that the English 
Government is the most tyrannical, the most despotic, 
and most damnable in the whole world. If yon had 
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tbe bold spirit of the Boers you woald have your 
country free 100 years ago. (Cheers for the Boors.) 
(Commit no crime ; stick to the system of boyoottiug.'' 
After that speech I think he, too, might have said* 
** Do jou twig ?" Yoar Lordships have had already 20 
or 30 instances with respect to which I have shown 
that if boycotting was not sufficient h^ itself it wa« 
reinforced by crime. Will my learned friends say thai 
the words which I have read constitute an earnest 
appeal to the people not to be guilty of crime ? If 
they do. I shall ask your Lordships to draw your own 
concluMons. I will now pass to speeches delivered on 
October 31 at Shrule by J. W. Nally and B. D. Walsh, 
Land League representatives. Many banners were 
conspicuous at the meeting, bearing suoh inscriptions 
as — ** Down with land-jobbers ! Ireland for the 
Irish ! ** '* Down with landgrabbers ! " (with pike 
and gun crossed) *' I'll cock mv musket, says the 
Bban van voght.'^ Also a ** Stars and StrifNas/' 
Nally said, ** He had suggested on one occasion pills ; 
but he found that pills had got mild, they were 
nothing but sweets. He would now suggest somethinir 
stronger— dvnaraite, gun-cotton. He would not teU 
them to shoot any one, but they could do so if they 
liked. * Stick to your homesteaas, and any man that 
evicts you,you know what to do.'" B.D. Walshsaid :-^ 
*' There was no one present who had done more to> 
advance the cause of nationality than Mr. John Nally 
and himself. They were there to say that landlordism 
was opposed to the best interests of Ireland. If ha 
knew that the National Land League was antafonistio 
to Ireland he would declare that he woola have 
nothing to do with it. Bv destroying landlordism thay 
would be laying the foundation-stone of national ind«- 

fendence, and they would then be able gloriously to 
uild that edifice for which Emmet died and for whieb 
Lord Edward bled. He had been told there were only 
two parties, the National Land Leacue and the 
Fenians." (Cheers for the Fenians.) Speaker—** Three 
more cheers for Feniauism." (Cheers.) ** Are we to be 
told that the National Land League and Fenians eannpt 
unite ? We have only one enemy — ^the English Ctovem- 
ment. The cause of every farmer who is a Land 
Leaguer is the cause of every man who is a Fenian/' 
He concluded, amid cheers, by asking the people to 
band themselves together in the Land League. I 
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followed Ijy any of the eminent coonsel who represent 
here the persons charp^ed. If th^ should follow it, I 
would point out that it woold he a practical justifica- 
tion of^" Pamellisin and Crime," for it is maintained 
there that this conspiracy, started in 1879, and carried 
on through 1890 and 1881, only existed on the faith of 
the representation made by its advocates that ^ by 
attaokmg the land system the ends of the land agita-< 
tion and of Fenianism would both be attained. At a 
meeting at Boundfort, Mayo, on April 10, 1881, when 
there were present, among others, Peter Mullaghy, hon. 
seeretacy of the JCUcommon branch of the Land 
Lea^ne, and Bdward Walsh, assistant secretary, P. J.' 
Ckwdon said : — 

" He came there at the invitation of the Kilcommon 
branch of the Land League. A sum of £30 had been 
0ent by the Irish National Land League for tlie 
Bufferers ^ and friends of those persons in gaol in con- 
nexion with the Clarsen affair ; it would be distributed ^| 
and £6 ^ven to each. Thev were bound to resist that; 
law which had deprived their forefathers of the land 
that was theirs, and who were evicted without mercy. 
Xhere was no remedy ; the thing went on until we saw 
half a dozen men sit down and say they would make a 
move. Yon know ^e result. (Cheers.) (At this point 
Mr. FHngle passed on a trap and was groaned.) I for 
one took an active ^art in the land movement from the 
beginning. I was tned for the part I took in the Four 
Courts, JDublin. I will stick to my last, and that 
is the land question^ and tell the murderous British 

Gk>Termnent it is killmg the Irish people 

If you have any land-grabbers among you don't speak 
to them ; shun them as if they were the devil ; don't 
speak to him in the chapel ; no person or law can 
compel you to speak to any person you don't wish to 

3»eaic to. If the blood of one landlord shot cries to 
eaven for vengeance, how much more the blood of 
milUoDS of the Irish people murdered ^ eviction and 
starvation. (Cheers for the Boers.) The Boers are 
the boys can bone the English soldier. The Boer 
country is not bigger than the city of Dublin, but they 
said to title Englisn Government tnat they would have 
to kill every man, woman^ and child before it would 

get them to surrender their rights. If the Irish people 
ekL out like the Boers, the lioidlord and aizent would 
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«oon be glad to settle them, and gire them all they 
wanted. I hare a few words to say about the Arms 
Act. I do not want yon to send the nnt instahnent to 
the police, like thafc sent to the Home Secretary. 
Keep voiir own arms ready and your firearms safe ; let 
the police go to look for them. The Government says 
it will pay yon for them, bat if you give them ap yoa 
may go and look for payment. You paid for these 
arms ; they are your own. Keep them safe, and your 
own arms ready, as a day may yet come when the 
Irish people may be called on to fight for their 
comitry. I got some of my limbs broken in this land 
movement, but my heart is not broken, and I hope I 
may live to see the day — and if ever any of mjr lunbs 
are again* broken, I hope it will be on some mllside, 
fighting for the indepenaence of my country. " (Cheers.) 

He then made a reference to Robert Emmet, and 
said : — *' If he were alive he would fight for 
his coontry, but the people were not organised 
then as now. They are organized now." (Cheers.) 
Your Lordships know how the organization 
worked. I suppose that the Mr. Pringle who was 
groaned when passing was an obnoxious individual. 
On April 13, at Claremorris^ P. J. Gordon, in the 
presence of Father Corbett, said : — 

** Three cheers for Father Corbett. Keep the flag 
flying, boys ; don't let it go down. I will be out 
yet to fight the battle against the land thieves. 
Keep your powder dry, boys, and blow Bourke to 
blazes some fine morning — Walter of Curraieigh. He 
has all the money his father robbed from the 
poor tenants sunk in that place below, and now the 
devil has himself down in the grave or somewhere 
else. That is the devoted Catholic ; see his work 
after yesterday. In one case he threw out 13 weak 
children and brought 300 police to evict them. It was 
not the fault of the police, they were bound to come, 
and they acted as men there ; they made up a sub- 
scription for a poor man that was starving. Let no man 
say a word to a policeman ; but there is another bas- 
tardly dog there— Carter. Any one who would look at 
him would know that he was a bastard. Carter, the 
bastard, mind him." 

Your Lordships will observe the reference — ** Blow 
Bourke to blazes—Walter of Curraieigh." -.That waM 
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the Mr, Bourko who was subsequently shot, ^ If 
that was not a direct incitement to the crime 
afterwards committed, what was it ? Mr. Bourke, 
of Curi-aleigh, had property both in Mayo and Gal- 
way. Now, I have to give your Lordships as briefly 
as I can the particulars of vie outrages which took 
place contemporaneously with the speeches delivered 
m Mayo. In a period of about a year and a half from 
the beginning of 1880 there were five murders, 14 cases 
of firing at and wounding people, 18 cases of firing into 
houses, and a very large number of other outrages of a 
less serious character. On March 28, 1880, the house 
of Michael Nolan was attacked by an armed party at 
3 o'clock in the morning. The house was fired into, and 
both Nolan and his wife were assaulted, and they were 
told that they would be again attacked if the land was 
not given up. In May, 1880, occurred Feerick's case. 
I will refer to some speeches that preceded the out- 
rage, for the connexion between the speeches and the 
outrage is remarkable. Fcerick was agent for Mr. 
George Browne, and he took some land which had 
been in the possession of a woman named Geraghty. 
The Land League meetings in the district had began in 
April, 1879. There was a series of meetings, but I 
have not the reports of the speeches delivered on the 
early dates. On May 2 and 3, 1880, there were 
speeches by Davitt, Pamell, and Boston, and on the 
4th, the day after the meetings, Feerick was shot at 
and wounded, but not severely. On June 13 occurred 
the meeting at Ballvglass, when Nally told the people 
that everybody coulcl carry arms and that 10s. could 
procure a licence to shoot vermin. On June ^ 14 
placards were posted about Ballinrobe announcing 
that the names and addresses of land-grabbers would be 
published. On June 20 came those speeches by Walsh 
and Nally which I have read, and which contained re-< 
ferences to extreme violence, and on June 29 Feerick 
was shot, receiving a wound from which he afterwards 
died. The outrage occurred at 3 o'clock in the after- 
noon, in broad daylight, close to the town. He was 
shot in the back, the arms, the right thigh, the ^ right 
hip, and left eye, and he was left for dead in the 
road, no one assisting him. He was subsequently re« 
moved to the hospital, and while he was lying dving 
from his wounds Nally made the speech in which he 
said that something had been done there last week 
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that was better than ppeecbifying, and in which he 
again referred to pills. On Jaly 11 occurred a meet* 
ixkgt at which Mat. Harris, Gordon, and Nally again 
spoke, and on August 15 Feerick died. He was, I be- 
lieve, on his way to Ballinrobe to attend the sessioiia 
when he was shot. It is impossible not to oonneot 
this outrage with the agitation that had sprung up 
under the auspioes of the Land League and with the 
incitements of rarious speakers. On January 4, 1881, 
occurred the case of Patrick Kirwan. He was taking 
care of a crop on an evicted farm. All that he had 
done was to take care of this crop for the landlord. 
His house was attacked ; he was dragged out of it, 
kicked, and carded in the face. I described to your 
Lordships yesterday what they do when they card a 
man. They take this implement, which is used for the 
carding of wool, and wound the man's flesh by dragging 
the weapon down his face. On February 28, 1881, 
there was an attempt to murder John Hoame, Petty 
Sessions clerk at Ballinrobe. On May 18, 1880, there 
had been some eviction proceedings. Certain men were 
evicted and were then readmitted as caretakers. On 
the same day there was a meeting in Bal linrobe, and one 
of Heame's sons was pointed at by J. W. Nalljr, one of 
the speakers, and mobbed as he was returning to his home. 
I can do no more than say that they regarded this 
man, who was clerk of Petty Sessions, as being some- 
body connected with the law, and I suppose he had some- 
IhiDg to do with the enforcement of the law, and was 
therefore likely to be unpopular. A threatening notice 
was, in the month of November, sent to him by post, 
telliDg him that if one tenant was put out in Oloon- 
gowla he. John Heame, would have to leave the 
neighbourhood, and signed ** A Boycotter." Proceedings 
had been threatened by the owner of the estate. 
Hearne was the official by whom some notice would 
have to be served, and he was also agent for the owner. 
On Febriary 28, at 2 o'clock in the day, within 200 
yards of his own house, he was attacked by two men. 
who fired at him with a revolver, and he was wounded 
in six places, and I believe his hearing has been per- 
manently ailected. He has had great suffering from 
the wounds, he was obliged to give up all his agencies 
and his clerkship of Petty Sessions, and is likeljr to 
Buffer all his life from the wounds inflicted upon him. 
Qn November 17« 1881. Luke Dillon was murdered. He 
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was bailiff to Mr. Farrell. The Land League having 
■ome idea that Farrell might have some pressure 
brought to bear OB him, vengeance was wreaked upon 
his agent. On November 17 he was shot about half-* 
past 8 o'clock in the evening. On December 15, in the 
same year, the houses of Michad Flynn, Thomas 
Mooran, and James Mooran, three tenant farmers, 
were attacked at night. They were dragged from 
their beds. Their offence was that they had all three 
paid their rents, which they were not to pay as long 
•as Mr. Farnell was in Kilmainham. I do not know 
whether it will be suggested that the persons who put 
Mr. Farnell in Eilmainliam are responsible fortmit. 
But I think your Lordships will be of opinion that it 
was something very much nearer at hand. On March 
15, 1882, George Bhane Carter, who resides at Bel- 
mullet, or in the neighbourhood of that place, was 
owed rents for three or five years. He offered to accept 
one year's rent. As he was returning home from 
seeing some of his tenants he was shot in the leg at his 
own gate and very seriously injured, and, in conse- 
quence of the effects of his wounds, was for a long 
time in a very serious condition. Peter M'Greevy, a 
small farmer, living near Oastlebar, was supposed to 
have given some information to the police. At 10 
o'clock on the night of March 25, 1882, his house was at- 
tacked. When he heard the men knocking at the 
door, and saw that their faces were concealed, being 
a courageous man, he opened the door and chased them, 
and they ran away. They came back and shot at him 
through the door, and the shot as nearly as possible 
struck him in the face,* and by another discharge his 
wife was shot and injured in the eyes. On May 11, 
1882, Thomas Barrett was murdered, and I ask your 
Lordships' special attention to this case. There was a 
landlord named Bingham, who had a farm of 12 acres, 
from which he evicted a tenant in 1871, and Barrett 
occupied the farm for four or five years. On October 23, 
1880, this notice was posted^: — ** To all whom it may 
concern, that for the welfare of the Irish tenant 
farmers, grazing must be put down for the exclusive 
benefit of a few landsharks ; every man must observe 
ihia rule, especially those deluded sordid serfs or slaves, 
whose motto should be self-interest and safety in help- 
ing to comply with the interest of their fellow-country- 
mettj a&d help to put down those tyrant landsrabbers j 
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make them cle&r off the Iriah lands for Irish hands to 
till ; the lands must be left without a beast to graae 
on until the land thief is brought to a sense of justice. 
Down with monopoly ; your second notice shall be a 
bullet, 60 drop the grazing in time — i.e., before 
Kovember 1.'' That was posted on the farm of which 
Barrett was the occupier. He gave up tiie .farm on 
Kovember 1, 1880, and it was let to a person named 
Carter. He took the farm again from the same land* 
lord on May 3, 1882 — that is, having occupied one 
farm, he took another from the same landlord. Within 
a week he was fired at in iiis house as he and his wife 
were getting into bed, and in the room where his 
children were sleeping. He was wounded so severely 
in the hand and hip that he died in two hours, it 
would certainly seem a most remarkable thing — ^per- 
sons were called landgrabbers iu the speeches I have 
been reading, which were made in county Mavo. 
What is it that the man Garter has done that makes 
him worthy of being shot ? Only two motives can 
possibly be suggested — one, that he has in some way 
wronged some other man and that man takes vengeance 
on him ; and the other, that he is the victim of some 
scheme which makes it necessary that no land shall be 
occupied that has been evicted. All I submit is this 
<»that to say that because A and B may have had a 
dispute, therefore C, who had nothing to do with th« 
matter, shall be treated as being a leper, an outcast, a 
criminal, and vermin, and be boycotted, and, if neces- 
sary, killed, because he has taken possession of land in 
order to gain a living ; to say that kind of doctrine is 
to be taught, promulgated, encouraged is the most 
infamous, intolerable tyranny that can possibly bo 
suggested, and to say it is constitutional agitation ig 
a gross abuse of terms and an outrage on me under* 
standing and the use of language. Tbis organization 
could only exist, could only get its power by such con<v 
duct as would result in sucb outrages that could main« 
tain the law of the League as against the law of the 
land, which, by properly constituted authority, would 
preserve the peace and allow persons to go about their 
proper business uninterrupted. I have a long list of 
other firings in Mayo ; but, inasmuch as I have called 
your Lordships' attention to the murder cases, it will 
probably be sufficient if I pass from that county without 
giving at present the dates and details of other ontragei 
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(here. I have now to call your attention to a doca« 
ment which was signed, or purported to be signed, by 
Mr. Farnell, in Kilmainham, Mr. Kettle, Mr. Davitt, 
Mr. Brennan, Mr. Dillon, Mr. Sexton, ana Mr. Patrick 
Bgan. Mr. Davitt, who was in Portland Prison^ did 
not at the time put his name to that, nor was he in any 
wa^ consulted about it. I am reading ftcxn. a report 
in the Freeman^s Journal of a meeting at which this 
manifesto was read by Mr. H. Campbell, the gentle* 
man whose name is mentioned in the particular, and 
who is now M.P. He read a number of telegrams, one 
from the Irish World, stating that Henry George had 
left America and was on his way to Ireland. The 
date of the occasion on which the manifesto was read 
was October 18, 1881. There were present at the 
meetijiig Mr. Biggar, Mr. T. D. SuUiyan, Bfr. Leamy, 
and a number of Roman Catholic priests.The secretary, 
Mr. Campbell, read the manifesto :— 
** To the Irish people. — ^Fellow countrymen, — ^The hour 
has coma to test whether the grand organization built 
np during yean of patient labour and sacrifice, and 
consecrated by the allegiance of the whole Irish race 
the world over, is to disappear at the summons of a 
brutal tyranny. The crisis with which we are face to 
face is not of our making. It has been deliberately 
foreed upon the countrjr, while the Land Act is as jret 
untested, in order to strike down the onlv power which 
might have extorted anv solid benefits for the tenant 
farmers of Ireland from that Act and to leave them once 
more helplessly at the mercy of a law, invented to save 
landlordism and administered by landlord minions. The 
executive of the Irish National LaodLeague.acting in the 
spirit of the resolutions of the National Convention-* 
the most freely-^lected representative body ever 
assembled in Ireland — was advancing steadilv in the 
work of testing how far the administration of the Land 
Act might be trusted to eradicate from the rents of the 
Irish tenant farmers the entire value of their own im- 
provements and to reduce these rents to such a figure 
as should for ever place our country beyond the peril 
of periodical famine. ^ At the same time they took 
measures to secure, in the event of the Land Act 
proving to bo a mere paltry mitigation of the horrors 
of landlordism in order to fasten it the more securely 
upon the necks of the people, that the tenant farmer 
•hoold not be deliveced bliadf oXded into the hand* ol 
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bostfle law Courts, bot should be able to fall back apon 
the magnificent organization which was crashing land- 
lordism out of existence when Mr. Gladstone stepped 
in to the rescue/' (Not, my Lords, a very inapt descrip- 
tion of what the Land League was trying to do.) '* In 
either event the Irish tenant 'farmers woald have been 
in ft nosition to exact the uttermost farthing of theit 
]Q8t demands. It was this attitude of perfect self* 
command — impregnable while there remained a shadow 
of tesiwot for law — and supi>orted with unparalleled 
enthusiasm by the whole Irish race, that moved the 
rage of the disappointed English Minister. Upon the 
monstrous pretext that the National Land League was 
forced upon the Irish tenant farmers — an organizatioD 
which made them all-powerful and was keeping them 
by intimidation from embracing an Act which offered 
them nothing except helplessness and uncertainty— the 
JSn^lish Qovemment has cast to the winds every shred 
of law and justice, and has plunged into ah open reign 
of terror in order to destroy by the foulest means an 
organization which was confessedly too strong for it 
within the limit of its own English Constitution. Blow 
after blow has been struck at the Land League in the 
mere wantonness of brute force. In the face of pro- 
vocation which has turned men's blood to flame, the 
executive of the Land League adhered calmlv and 
steadily to the course traced out for them by the 
National Convention.'' (Your Lordships will hear in the 
eourse of this case what the course traced out at the 
National Convention was.) '* Test cases of a varied and 
certain character were, with great labour, put in train 
for adjudication in the Land Court. Even the arrest of 
our President, Mr. Charles Stewart Pamell, and the 
excited state of the^'popular feeling which it evoked, 
did not induce the executive to swerve in the slightest 
from that course, for Mr. Pamell 's arrest might have 
been accounted for by motives of personal malice, and 
his removal did not altogether derange the machinery 
for the preparation of the test cases, which he had been 
at much pains to perfect. But the events which have 
since occurred — the seisure or attempted seisure of 
almost all the members of the executive and of the 
chief officials of the League upon wild and preposterous 
pretences and the violent suppression of free speech- 
put it beyond anv possibility of doubt that the JBiuglisb 
Govenunentf UDaole to declare the Laud League ao 
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ille^fal association^ defeated in the attempt to break 
its unity, and afraid to abide the result of test cases 
watched over by a powerful popular organization^as de- 
liberately resolved to destroy the whole machinery of the 
central League, with a view to rendering an experi- 
mental trial of the Act impossible and forcing it upon 
the Irish tenant farmers on the Government's own 
terma.'' (That^of course, was the Land Act.) " The brutal 
and arbitrary dispersion of the central executive has 
BO far succeeded that we are obliged to announce to 
our countrymen that we no longer possess the 
machinery for adequately presenting the test cases in 
Court, according to the policy prescribed by the 
National Convention. Mr. Gladstone has, by a series 
of furious and wanton acfcs of despotism, driven the 
Irish tenant farmers to choose between their own 
organisation and tiie mercy of his lawyers, between 
the power which has reduced landlordism to almost its 
last ^asp, and the power which strives, with all the 
ferocity of despotism, to restore the detestable 
ascendency from which the Land League has delivered 
the Irish people." 

I believe your Lordships will find that the power was 
that which had carried out through the years 1880 and 
1881 tJbie outrages upon the tenants and upon some few 
landlords, and nothing else, and that this was a direct 
reference to the work which had been performed by the 
Land League and its branches prior to this manifesto. 

" One constitutional weapon now remains in the hands 
of the L:ish National Land League. It is the strongest, 
the swiftest, the most irresistible of all. We hesitated 
to advise our fellow-countrymen to employ it until 
the savage lawlessness of the English Government pro- 
voked a crisis in which we must either consent to see 
the Irish tenant farmers deprived ot their organization 
and laid once more prostrate at the feet of the landlords 
and every murmur of Irish public opinion suppressed 
with an armed hand, or appeal to oar countrymen to at 
once resort to the only means now left in their hands 
of bringing this false and brutal Government to its 
senses. Fellow-countrymen, the hour to try your souls 
and to redeem vour pledges has arrived. The executive 
of the National Land League, forced to abandon the 
policy of testing the Land Act, feels bound to advise 
the tenant farmers of Ireland from this time forth to 
pay no rents imcLer any circumstances to their land-* 
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lords until the GoTernment relinqoishes the eziitintf 
system of terroriflm and restores the coostitutionu 
rights of the people. Do not be daunted by the re- 
moval of your leaders. Your fathers abolished tithes 
by the same methods without any leaders at all, and 
with scarcely a shadow of the magnificent organiza- 
tion that covers every portion of Ireland to-day. Do 
Dot let yourselves be intimidated by threats of military 
violence. It is as lawful to refuse to pay rents as it 
is to receive them. Acraiost the passive resistance of 
an entire population military power has no weapon. 
Do not be wheedled into compromise of any sort by 
the dread of eviction. If you only act together in the 
spirit to which, within the last two years, you have 
countless times pledged your vows, they can no more 
evict a whole nation than they can imorison them. 
The funds of the National Land League will be poured 
out unstintedly for the support of all who may endure 
eviction in the course of the struggle. Our exiled 
brothers in America ma^ be relied upon to contribute^ 
If necessary, as many millions of money as they have 
contributed thousands to starve out landlordism and 
bring English tyranny to its knees. You have only to 
show that you are not unworthy of the boundless sacri- 
fices in your cause. No power on earth except faint- 
heartedness on your own part can defeat you. Land- 
lordism is already staggering under the* blows which 
you have dealt it amid the applause of the world. One 
more crowning struggle for your land, your homes, 
your lives — ^a struggle in which you have all the 
memories of your race, all the hopes of your children, 
all the sacrifices of your imprisoned brothers, all yonx 
cravings for rent-enfranchised land, for happy homes, 
and national freedom to inspire you — one more heroic 
effort to destroy landlordism at the very source and 
fount of its existence, and the system which was and 
is tho curse of your race and of your existence will 
have disappeared for ever. The world is watching to 
see whether all your splendid hopes and noble courage 
will crumble away at the first threat of a cowardly 
tyranny. You have to choose between throwifig your- 
self upon the mercy of England and taking your stand 
by the organization which has once before proved too 
strong lor English despotism. You have to choose 
between all-powerful miity and impotent disorganiza- 
tion — between the laud for the landlords and the land 
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for the people. We cannot doubt your choice. Every 
tenant farmer in Ireland is to-day the standard-bearer 
of the flag unfurled at Iriahtown, and can bear it to & 

floriouB victory. Stand together in the face of the 
ratal and cowardly enemies of your race ! Fav no 
rents under any pretext. Stand passively, firmly, fear- 
lessly by while the armies of £ns;land may be engaged 
in tneir hopeless struggle against a spirit which their 
weapons cannot touch. Act for yourselves, if you are 
deprived of the counsels of those who have shown yon 
how to act. No power of legalized violence can extort 
one pennjr from your persons against your will. If 
you are evicted you should not suner. The landlord who 
evicts will be a ruined pauper, and the Government 
which supports him with its bayonets will learn in a 
single winter how powerless its armed force is against 
the will of a onited, determined, and self-reliant 
nation.'' 

My Lords, I do not stop to mention the circum* 
stances under which that manifesto was got ont from 
Kilmainham, or anything in connexion with it apart 
from the use I am now about to make of it. In 
several of the outrages to which I have referred it will 
be proved that the offence was that rent had been paid 
contrary to the No-Bent Manifesto. After this date it 
was made the text of Land League speakers^ and par- 
ticularly urged at meetings of the Ladies' Land 
League. Now, either Mr. Famell and those who signed 
this knew the work which had benn going on before, 
or they did not. I shall ask your Lordships to come 
to the*conclusion that it is idle and ridiculous to sug- 
gest that Mr. Famell, Mr. Dillon, Mr. Biggar, Mr. 
boxton, Mr. Fatrick Egan, Mr. Thomas Breonan, and 
Mr. Andrew Kettle, who had been, up to the time of 
their arrest, actively connected with the Land League, 
did not know what bad been the effect of the Land 
League working. Your Lordships will have no doubt 
that reports were sent from the branches to the head 
office week by week and month by month. I shall, in 
a very few moments, demonstrate that to your Lord- 
cdiips. The head office was paying money fpr the work 
of the branches to be carried out. Mr. Fatrick Egan 
and Mr. Biggar were treasurers, and Mr. Brennan was 
the secretary, and I ^hall ask your Lordships to come 
to the coucfusion, after hearing tbo evidence on this 
part of the cabe«tbat many — nav. all — of th<»*© men did 
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know what had been the work of the Lea^e 
iuriag the two preTioQB years. If they did not, 
iv^hich it is almost impoMible to conceive, then 
^he manifesto was meaningless when it referred to 
the magnificent organization which during the last 
few years had brought landlordism to its knees. 
But I do most respectniUy impress upon joxa Lordships, 
when you come to consider the history of this matter, 
that the Land Leasnie had, from 1879, and through tho 
autmnn of 1880 and 1881, been continuing the work it 
was constituted to perform — ^the work Mr. Pamell 
meant it shoold do. It is idle, after the speeches I 
have read, to suggest that these people did not know 
that this was the work which the Land League waa 
doing. If it was doing other work and intended to do 
other work where was the evidence of it ? Your Lord- 
ships will hear some very remarkable evidence with 
regard to the disappearance of Land Leaeue papers and 
books ; bat, dealing with what I have already brought 
before your Lordships' attention — ^the speeches made at 
these meetmgs and the outrages following — ^if there was 
any evidence at all of genuine Land League work I 
would put it before your Lordships, because! am here, 
whatever may be the opinion of my learned friends, for 
the purpose of giving your Lordships every opportunity 
of investigating the truth of those charges and alle*! 
gations of The Times ; and we repeat that the 
object, purview, and intention of this organization was 
to destroy the relation of landlord and tenant, through 
tho tenants, to bring the landlords to their knees, and 
•o to sweep away the English garrison of landlords tp 
which I referred in so many of the speeches which I 
read yesterday. Now, my Lords, simultaneously withj 
the No-Bent Manifesto was posted, apnarently bv th^ 
same people, at any rate side by side witn it, and in noi, 
way repudiated b^ Mr. Biggar or Mr. Campbell, or any* 
other acting officials of the Land Leagao~Mr. Biggar 
being, of course, one of the most prominent — this mani*| 
festo, signed by Patrick Ford — ^posted throughout thd' 
length and breadth of Ireland : — « 

'* No sent. Pamell, Davitt, Sexton, Brennan, Dillon* 
Kettle, Egan.*' 

These, your Lordships will notice, are the names of'. 
the persons who were signatories of the No-Beni, 
Manifesto, supposed to come from Kilmainham. 

** Fly ^e Land Court. It's a sham-^a fraud. He who 
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acts the traitor in the hour of Ireland's trial shall pay ^ 
the penalty of his villany. 'Tis a noble cause yon are 
engaged in. 'Tis a holy cause against a hell-bom class, 
who hare plundered yon for centuries. A class who 
have grown fat upon the blood of yourselves and youx 
children. A class who, rioting in lust and covered with 
human gore, stalk through the land scattering sickness, 
sorrow, misery, affliction, hunger, want, and devasta- 
tion in their loathsome path. 'Tis a war of right 
against might, of justice and liberty against tyranny 
and oppression, of charity, humanity, and Christianity 
against selfishness, brutality, and immorality. Stand 
firm and united, undeterred in your resolve not to leave 
the land that gave you birth, and, though 60,000 bayonets 
may bristle around you and buckshot rain upon yon, 
God is with you, and you cannot be defeated. One more 
blow and victory is yours. Hold the rent, hold the 
harvest, hold the land, and the new year which is 
about to dawn upon us shall welcome a nation from 
bondage released. 

*• To the men of Ireland.— Office of the Irish World, 
New York. — Men of Ireland, the eyes of the world are 
upon you ; stand together ; be faithful to youK 
imprisoned chief ; obey the manifesto—- no rent ; pre* 
pare for sacrifices ; he brave, but prudent ; rely on 
America ; money and sympathy will flow over to you. 
We will succour the diildren of the evicted and honour 
moral heroes. Landlords must go. Be true to 

firinoiple and redemption is assured. Qod Save 
reland.— Patrick Ford." 
Now, mv Lords, I want to know is it ^oin^ to be sug- 

gested that Patrick Ford and his organization and the 
and that penned the No-Rent Manifesto were not 
working with the same object ? That has never been 
repudiated by Patrick Ford. There is not the 
slightest doubt that it was issued. Your Lordships will 
be satisfied that it was issued with the knowledge of 
Mr. Biggar and of the Irish Laud League. I said that 
it was published contemporaneously with the publica- 
tion of the No-Bent Manifesto ; that was in the month 
of October, 1881. My Lords, I have not quite finished 
with the county of Kerry ; but I have an incident in 
itself indei)endent, and I would prefer to break off at 
the present time. 
The Court then adjourned tot luncheon. 
On its reHfunemblingf 
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The ATTOEisnKr-GENERAL continued,— Mjr Lordi, met 
before I read the manifesto signed ** Patrick Ford, " 
year Lordships may possibly have heurd a comment as 
to who issued it. I am not going to deal with the No- 
Bent Manifesto, properly so-called^ at the present 
moment— 

The PBESiDEifr.— The document purporting to hava 
been issued from Kilmainham is what yon call the 
Manifesto ? 

The Attorney-General.— Yes, my Lord. I shall be 
able to prove two telegrams immediately preceding the 
issue of the No-Kent liiunifesto from Kilmainham, one 
from Ford to Egan : — ** Communicate with Pamell, if 
possible ; consult with your colleagues ; and then issue a 
manifesto — ^no rent.'' The other was from Egan to 
Ford : — ** Your suggestion is approved. Prompt 
measures are now in progress to secnre a general strike 
against rent. The manifesto will be issued without 
delay. It is the only weapon now that remains in our 
handis." The date of the telegram from Ford is the 
17th of October ; the reply I have not got the date 
of, but it is a reply to the former telegram. 
I have indicated to your Lordships this morning that I 
should give you some information as to the very large 
amount of money that has been received from America 
and other places by the Irish Land League, and the 
very small amount of it, comparatively, that has been 
accounted for. That is not the only matter in connexion 
with the Land League which will invite your Lordships' 
anxious research and inquiry ; but it is what has become 
of the Land League booKS and papers, by which I mean 
the Land League books and papers during the years 
1880 and 1881, prior to later dates when some books 
were kept, as is stated, which perhaps did show some of 
the dealings of the National League. I propose to refer 
to this matter now before passing to another county^ 
because it has a direct bearing on the counties with 
which I have been dealing this morning, both as 
regards speeches and as regards outrages. On page 85 
of the printed proceedings you will find that I read 
in the course of the case of '* O'Donnell v. Walter " a 
letter, which will be put in evidenee again in this trial) 
from H. Campbell to Dr. Kenny. The date is the 16th 
of October, 1881. Both those persons are now members 
of FlurUamflntt The letter is in these terms i-« 
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" Oct. 18th 1881. 
** M. J. Kenny, Esq, M.D., Dublin. 
** Dear Sir,— Yours received. Mr. O'C— & Mr. 
Sheridan will proceed to London to-day. I will go 
br Liverpool and bring the books from there to Palace 
chambers ; and I shall also instruct the men at Liver- 
pool to return to Dublin as you request. Mr. 
O'Connor wishes you to send him a cheque for £30 on 
his Bankers Messrs. Ridgeway k Co., 2, Waterloo 
Plaee, London. This sum is to enable us to pay our 
way as we go on. 

" Youn truly 

** H. Campbell." 
four Lordships will find that that document was 
received in due course at the Land League offices, was 
initialled and endorsed as being attended to by 
W. F. M.— I think the name is W. F. Maloney. At 
that time there was a fear in Ireland of a raid being 
made on the Land League offices, and of the documents 
being discovered. Now, assuming these books and 
documents to be innocent and to relate onl^ to a consti- 
tutional agitation by a political organization, one does 
not know why they should have any fear of discovery. 
But what is much more important at the present time 
is, what has become of those documents r Where are 
fch^ now ? My Lords, the original of this letter was 

f reduced with other documents to the solicitor of 
'he Times by a Land Leaeue clerk, who will be 
tealled before you, and who will give evidence 
with regard to that document and other documents. 
I merely refer to that letter at the present time 
for the purpose of fixing a date up to which the 
books were in Dublin — October 18, 1881. But, 
my Lords, they were not the only documents which, 
perhaps more by accident than by any other cause, 
oappened to be in possession of the Land League clerk. 
iChere happened to be, and were found in his posse ssion^ 
exyl will oe produced, and the handwriting upon them 
In many cases proved, two batches of documents 
plating to part of the work done by the Land League 
on two occasions shortly before they were remoyed to 
London. Those documents will be very material, not 
pnly from tiieir contents, but for the jmrpose of 
showing the system which was being carried on, and 
Cor the purpose of showing what was the connexion 
between the btanohes of the JHational League and the 
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central office ; and I only tnist that it may be possible 
to get at the corresponding documents for the earlier 
months if they have not been destroyed. Kow, my 
Lords, although many of the documents are in them- 
selves not material, they are all of some importance 
as showing what was goin^; on, and they prove, 
undoubtedly, that the jNational Land League, by 
which I mean the central ofEce. was paying for the 
work that was being done by the branches, paying for 
persons who were refusing to work for boycotted 
people, paying for persons who were carrying out the 
decrees of the Land League, and thereby losing their 
employment, but, what is more important, was paying 
for outrages ; yes, paying for outrages ! My Lords, 
there can be no doubt whatever about the proof of 
these documents. One man closely connected with the 
Land League chiefs, as those who instruct my learned 
friends know, is John Fergusson, of Glasgow. Yes. 
John Fer^sson, of Glasgow. Mv learned friends 
clients will be able to give information of John 
Fergnsson, of Glasgow. He will be proved, nay, 
in the course of this afternoon I hope ^ I shall be 
able to prove that he was a high omcial in the 
Land League. I will read to your Lordships a letter 
in which 1 shall be able to prove that on tne 20th of 
September, 1881 — that is jusfc, roughly, a month before 
tiie documents were removed — Timothy Horan, from 
the Irish National Land League, Castleislaad, wrote 
to J. P. Quinn, at the Land League office. J. p. 
Quinn was also an official in the Irish Land League at 
this time, and Timothy Horan was the local secretary 
of the Castleisland branch. Timothy Horan is dead, 
but his handwriting will be proved. The letter is as 
follows :-— 




vate 
when 

one of the men who was shot has lost the use of his 
eye. It will cost him ^ to go to Cork for medical 
attendance. Another man received a wound in the 
thigh, and was laid up nearly a month. No one knew 
the patients but the doctor, myself, and members of 
the society. I may inform you that the said parties 
cannot afford to suffer. If it were a public affair a sub- 
scription list would be opened at once for them as they 
uroved to be heroes. One man escaped ibe Ahot. but 



128 ^ABKELLXSnC IND OBIIOE. 

got his jaw grazed. Hoping yon will in your discretion 
see your way to make a grant, which you can send 
through me or the Bev. John Callaghan, Catholic 
curate, I remain, yours truly, ** Timothy Hosan." 
And that letter, my Lords, was endorsed with a grant ; 
the exact amount, I think, was £6, and that allow- 
ance was initialled by John Fergusson *' J. F.** I am 
perfectly aware the giant is small. I am perfectly 
aware it happens that in that particular batch of 
documents tnere is only on^ which we are able to 
trace directly as being connected with outrage. I 
am not at all sure that I shall not be able to connect 
with this particular letter the outrage with which this 
occurred. The men have ^one out on some moon- 
lighting or outraging expedition. Mr. Biggar says one 
of the objections to outrage is that you may shoot the 
wrong man. It is in all probability a case in which 
the persons were fired at by the police, because, 
as you will observe, one of the men from a 
shot lost the use of his eye, another man had 
received a wound in the thigh and had been laid up for 
a month, and one who had escaped a shot got his jaw 
grazed. It was in all probability a case in which some 
firing back took i)Iace and the wounds were inflicted. 
In uiat way I think it may be possible to trace the 
outrage. Well, my Lords, if it be suggested that there 
was no connexion between the Land League, between 
the Dublin centres of the Land League, and the out« 
rage, what is the meaning of stating, ** I may inform 
you that the parties cannot afford to suffer. If it 
were a public affair a subscription list would be opened 
at once for them as they have proved heroes, '' &c. 
Xn the same page of the papers — 1 do not stop to read 
them now, they will be put in evidence before your 
Lordships — there is a very considerable number of 
cases of payment to persons who were carrying out 
the behests of the League, and of requests, among 
others, of persons to be paid because they have obeyed 
the orders of the League. And in all these instances a 
money grant was made — sometimes the amount asked for, 
sometimes not so much, and all initialled by John 
Fergusson, who was at that time having to do with 
the treasury department of the Land League. I 
will not deal at the present time with that part 
of the case, which I shall take separately, to show 
intimate conneidun with the people whose names I 
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fiaye referred to and vhose speeches I hsve lieen read^ 
ing. I believe your LordahlpB will nnderBtend now why 
I said that if these documezits could be produced, and 
in the state in which they ori«dnally were, they might 
giTe a Tery large amount of information as to what wa^ 
being done. It was a purely accidental circumstanco 
that these documents were found and happened to hava 
been left in the possession of the Land League official. J 
The facts will be proved beyond all question, and as Hi 
may be yet taken m connenon with the speeches, and 
as I have already stated to your Lordships, I venture 
to think it will enable you to draw a veiy strong 
inference indeed as to what were the relations between 
the Land Leaeue and the branches under whose subordi* 
nate commands the outrages were being carried out. I 
ought also to mention to your Loraships that the 
letters to which I have referred do not by any meanfl 
eome from the same place. Some come from Kerry,' 
some from other places. They are signed by 
different persons, and therefore they wow a 
system. They do not show one particular instanee, 
of Timothy Horan or any other man who 
happened to write on some particular occasion for 
the purpose of having some jMirtlcular grant made. 
I must 'now call your attention to the speechee 
delivered in the county of Cork, which require m soma 
Respects special notice because there were people in 
Cork who fought the Land League. There are people 
in that county who have courageously fought ^e Luid 
League all along the line, and it will not t>e unimpor* 
tant to notice the way in which those persons who were, 
bold enough to fight uie battle of independenee and o£ 
law and order against the Land League were treated*' 
There is a man named Heggarty who throughout haa 
shown most courageous defiance of the League. He 
has been shot at more than once, and he has been the 
object of the most pointed denunciation by some of 
the leading members of the Land Leigue. There are 
others — some women among them — ^who have also f oughft 
to maintain their independence and who have refused 
to submit to the tyranny of the League. I refer ta 
those persons because it is probable that for one 
person found bold enough to run the risk of beggary, 
maimingj or death, 99 will give in. These so-ailled 
oonstitntional leaders were perfectly well Informed | 
fheyknew perfectly well that the conntg' was bcdns 
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organized and tliat, practically 8X)eaking, they coald 
fiUDdae the great majority of the population to their 
will. The Cork speeches run over a very much longer 
period, but I will keep the earlier speeches separate 
from the later in the same way that I have done with 
regard to the other counties. Your Lordships will find 
that they commence about the same date as they com- 
mence in the other counties, and that they have 
the same objects in view. I will first call your 
Lordships' attention to a speech delivered by M. P. 
Boyton at Dunmanway on the 30th of April, 1880. 
Boyton said he was there that day to represent tho 
president of the Irish National Land League (that is, 
Mr. Pamell), in response to an invitation sent to the 
Dublin Executive. He went on to say that: — 

*' There was a little story told by Mr. Pamell at a 
meeting in the Botundo to the effept that a certain 
American gentleman had said, ' Parnell, there is 25 
dollars, five for bread and 20 for lead.'^ I am not 
authorized by the president of the Irish National Land 
League to tell you that that was a bond fide transaction, 
that tho man gave him 25 dollars. I am authorized to 
tell you that those 20 dollars are perfectly safe. We are 
not going to tell Mr. Forster what we are going to do 
with the 20 dollars that have since swollen to 20,000. 
The money gives 4 or 5 per cent, interest on it, and 
wc are turning it into good sound sovereigns. Therefore 
I ask you in tne name of God to stick together. If yoa 
show us evidence that you are in earnest to help us 
and take a share in this 20 dollars by showing us that 
you will stand together, we have moral force and we 
are going to use it ; and perhaps we have something in 
the shape of physical force, but we don't want to use 
It. We may some day come down and see you and talk 
about something else. (Cheers.)" 

There was also a meeting at Castlelyons, eounty Cork, 
on the 5th of September, IdSO, at which the speakers 
were James Maye, Edward Kent, a member of the Cork 
Land League, and B. Farrell, and at which there were 

S resent the Kev. T. Farris, P.P., J. R. Heffeman, and 
. O'Brien. James Maye proposed a resolution dedar* 
ing a branch of the League formed for the parish of 
Castlelyons, to be called the Formoy branch. He said 
a branch of the League was very much needed when 
t3ierc was such a man as one Hayes in the district pro- 
loosing .for his farm. (Hisses.) Hayes bad offered mor« 
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rent for his farm than he himself was paying after the 
landlord had offered him a reduction — a reduction 
which was afterwards withdrawn owing to Hayes's 
offer. (Hisses.) He swore that he would have it yet, 
and declared he woald wait 20 years for it. (Groans, 
and a voice, " He won't live half that time.**) Hjey 
should all join the Land League and then there would 
be no such men as Hayes. (Cheers and groans.) Edward 
Kent proposed a resolution pledging the people not 
to take a farm from which a tenant had been unjustly 
evicted. The speaker added, " By Heavens, if they 
do they will pay for it." (Loud cheers.) E. Farrell 
said, " If any one be found bad enough t.o take a farm 
from which another has been evictedlet no one speak 
to him, let no one buy or sell to him, let no one have 
any dealings with him in any shape or form. And I 
promise you that if vou single him out in that 
way he will soon rather be rid of the land than 
have it." (CJheers.) At a meeting at Castletown, 
Berehaven, on the 24th of October, 1880, at which 
J. W. Walsh was present, Mr. T. M. Healy, M.P., 
advocated the non-payment of rent. Speaking on the 
sabject of hay burning and mutilation of cattle, he 
said : — 

** It may not be the place of a speaker at a popular 
meeting, or the editor of a popular newspaper, to con- 
demn these outrages. In my opinion, popular meet- 
ings and popular newspapers should oe conducted 
on strictly party lines. We have no chance of sympathy 
from the landlords ; let the condemnation of these 
thinfcs proceed from the people mostly interested. I 
regret these outrages personally, because the charge 
^omes out of your pockets." 

Bef erring to the case of firing a1^ the person of Mr. 
Hutebins,he said that a man so kind and fatherly should 
not have been fired at. 

** Only four landlords had been murdered, whereas 
2,470 evictions — sentences of death — had been carried 
out bv them. When the latter had been condemned he 
would condemn the murders of the four landlords. They 
were all very sorry that Mr. Hutchins had been fired 
at, but he did not wonder at it. They should enrol 
themselves in the Land League, the principles of whidi 
would be explained to them by Mr. Walsn. Be deter- 
mined and sny to the landlord, ' Thus far shalt thou 
come and no farther.* *' 

5-2 
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J. W.^ Walsh, whom I have already referred to as an 
organizer of the Land Lea^^ae, regretted he had not 
had an opportunity of visiting this locality before, 
because he believed there was not a spot on God's 
earth where a Christian people were so badly treated. 
They should throw off this cloak of slavery and 
maintain their rights. He called npon the people 
not to take evicted farms or to buy from uie 
fihopkeeper who sold goods to the landgrabber. 
At Enniskeanes, countv Cork, on the 3d of July, 1881, 
C. Crowley, of Bandon, in the course of a speech 
0aid : — 

" We were a long time begging and looking for 
charity, now von have got a chance. 80 far as you 
can see aroona 3rou, you have crops and roots enough 
to suTOort you for the next two years, and if you don't 
hold tnem you don't deserve the chance again. It is 
your part to hold them and to try and work further 
ahead. Evicted farms should not be taken, nor should 
thev assist in the cultivation of such farms. If any 
mmEuily, damnable creature be found in their ranks, 
he must be looked upon as a black sheep. We must 
not sit beside him in church, we must pass him by like 
a mad dog. I would ask every man who has not yet 
joined the Land League to do so as quickly as 
possible ; the day is perhaps ^ not far distant when he 
must wear it ; if not he will be looked ujkui as an 
individual belonging to the other side. (Cheers.) I be« 
lieve there are a few emergency men in Clonakilty ; they 
will have to get a police barrack on every farm." 

On the 7th of August, 1881, at a meeting at DnnmaiK 
way, county Cork, the speakers were Thomas Fuller, 
B. P. O'Neill, of the Cork Land League, P. O'Hea, and 
Miss Pamell. Thomas Fuller compared landlords with 
wolves, for whose heads rewards were given. B. P. 
O'Neill said, " The time has now eome when we must 
meet them at the sword's point, and then, I sav,we wUI 
see whether the British soldier or the Irish peeler will be 
content to throw down the rifle and take up the jnek- 
aze. (Cheers.) We have come to the point now : it is 
a question of Land Leaguism vernu lanalordism."Mr. P. 
O'Hea, of Skibbereen, who I am sonj to say is a soli- 
citor, said that the object of the Land League was 
resistance to the law — ^passive resistance. I am not 
aware that that is the doctrine solicitors are supposed to 
repcesent* The speaker continued^ ** In LimerioK when 
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the walls were batteied and broken down I67 fhQ 
cannons of the invader the womanhood of Limeriok 
asserted its right. I am sorry to have to say it, if the 
men acted better soldiers we would not be under the 
damnable sway of England to-day. (Cheers.)" Miss 
Famell said that in the event of the suppression of 
the Land League the fanners should keep all their 
money ; there would be none to spare fQr rents. Out 
of the proceeds of next harvest they would have to 
keep the means to fight the landlords and the Govem- 
meut, no matter what steps they took. The people 
most be prepared for much more strenuous efforts to 
crush them than they had yet experienced. They 
must be able to put their hands in their pockets and 
say, ** We have enough money to fight them whatever 
they do, and if thev put us to too much costs then it 
will be the worse for themselves, for it will have to 
come out of what would otherwise have gone 
towfurds paying a fair rent." Now I have to call 
your Lordships' attention to a meeting held at 
Cork on the 2d of October, 1881, at wkich were 

S>esent Mr. Pamell, Mr. T. P. O'Connor, Mr, 
edpath — the person whose name I have already men« 
tioned to your Lordships in connexion with violent 
speedies — ^Mr. T. M. Healy, J. B. Heffernan, and the 
Bev. Eugene Sheehy. At that meeting Mr. Parnell 
said that the enthusiasm of the people, the 8p(m« 
taneous character of the reception, and the extent of 
their numbers all combined to mark this demonstration 
M one of the greatest and one of the mightiest that 
had ever shown the invincible determination of the 
Irish people to rule themselves. (Cheers.) If as a re- 
sult 01 the Land Act a class of tenant farmers received 
any benefit they must recollect that it was their duty to 
refuse that benefit, unless it could be shared by all classes 
in the country. If any tenant farmer should be 
tempted to miake his own bargain behind the backs of 
bis neighbours, and to regard his own selfish interest 
only, let him recollect that the Irish people behind him 
would see that he did full justice to those who were 
placed under him. The speaker went on to say : — 

*' Although we cannot yet have our own Parliament 
to protect Irish manufactures, yet we shall be able by 
the strong^ force of our public opinion to give a prefer- 
ence to things that are made in Ireland by Irishmen. A 
hapfiy future then is before us if you stand togethar 
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Uke men ; if you refuse to allow the lines of our 
Orgnti^zation to be broken, depend apon it nothing can 
resiflt your power, and that b^ the spirit of order and 
by the haoits of organization ana of association 
together, which you are obtaining from day to day, 
you will convince our rulers that it is an absolute neces- 
sity for them, if they wish to retain the link of the 
Crown, that tliat link shall be the only link between 
the two countries. (Cheers.)" 

Mr. Bedpath said be knew the Irish in Ameriea, and 
knew them well, and told them they woald sustain the 
people of Ireland if they were true to themselves, nob 
only with sympathy but with money, until in all Ireland 
there was not a tenant who was not his own landlord, 
and not a landlord who was not his own tenant. 
Mr. T. M. Healer said he had seen that day a banner 
with the inscription on it, **Pay no rents but Griffith's 
valuation. " A friend remarked to him that that was a 
very old banner, and he thought so too ; that it was 
getting out of date, because they remembered how, when 
the farmers tendered Griffith's valuation to the land- 
lords last year, their offer was rejected with scorn. The 
motto which he would now suggest to (cries of *' Pay 
no rent at all ") those who desired to bring this inscrip^ 
tion to a meeting, they should split the motto in two 
and say, ** Pay no rents but .... and we wiU 
■ee by^and-by what rent is goin^ to be." (Cheers.) 
The Bev. £u|(ene Sheehy, a Catholic curate, who has 
becoi in Amenea, eharaeterized the meeting as the most 
l«mari»ble national demonstration that had yet 
appeared in the eountry^ 

•< To chronicle the ancient resolve of Ireland 
that this country must be ours (cheers) — ^that has 
been the tradition and the sworn vow of ages of 
bravest sacrifices, and they stand there that day 
in their many thousands to repeat once more and 
to register solemnly the vow transmitted to them ; 
that stay their steps they will not until they have 
planted those glorious banners of Ireland (cheers), not 
only on the ruins of landlordism, bat on the ruins of 
that Gdvemmeat and. that alien race which it repre- 
sents. (Cheers.) The national idea is becoming a 

Korainent one ; it is no longer so much ' Down with 
tidlordism ' as ' Down with English rule in Ireland.' 
(Loud cheers.) Fellow countrymen, x do not sneak to« 
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day a new idea, I do not speak beoaofle that my mind 
and heart happened to be stirred by the splendid 
declaration of your power that I witnessed, because I 
witnessed numbers, at least as many as 100,000 fighting 
men (Voice — ' And ready at a moment's notice ')-— 
not because of a new spirit begotten within me by the 
presence of that crreat x>ower, but more than that, 
because that I see b^ind you numbors in every eye, I see 
the soul of anew spirit, that not more Land Loagueism, 
not merely selfish interests, but the grand ideal 
possesses your souls, and that you will not be content 
an slaves redeemed from a eruel class until the other 
idea be realized — that of making your country a nation 
among the nations of the earth. (Cheers.) I tell this 
English enemy and the American friend that we are no 
more or less than Paddies evermore. We will not com* 
promise with landlordism, so I speak at lea^t for my- 
self ; we will not compromise with the English people. 
i* Never.') I care not who does that which would 
induce you to the idea of measuring ^ou with the 
democracy of England. I say, no. (Voices. — * No.') 
There is no place else in Ireland one is so anxious 
in planting that ancient flag-staif as here in rebel Cork, 
whose heart never beat nigh, nor fast, nor natural, 
except when It beat in harmony with national ideas. 
Yes, thon^ fellow countrymen, Ireland for the Irish, 
whether it be separation altogether (cries 01 
' fc^eparation '), or wnether it be a Parliament, as 
they say, in College-green. I shall not quarrel so 
long as the national standard is aHoat ; let it 
be national anyhow, let the doctrine be preached, 
let the vows be registered, and we can unite on 
a platform tbat declares for doUege-green. (Cheers.)" 
In the county of Cork there is a long series of speeches 
in the year 1885, and they axe, of course, open to the 
same observation your Lordship was p^ood enough to 
make to me toslay— that there is a oonsiderable break. 
I do not desire to deal with them now ; but I wish to 
say that I shall at a later period point out that in the 
years 1885 and 1886 — ^that is, right down to the publi- 
cation of these articles — speeches were bein^ made 
under the auspices of the National League, which was 
the direct successor to the Land League, with the same 
result in violence — ^that under the same auspices, with 
the same money, and by means of the same mode of 
oarrying on business, speeches were made promoting 
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tixe same -outrages. I will repeat here what I. said 
in opening the case of ** O'Domiell ▼. Walter/' that, so 
far as I Imow, no leadmg member of the Pamellite party 
has ever suggested that there was any difference whatever 
between we Land League and the National League, 
Indeed, they have openly admitted that the two associa* 
tlons were the same, controlled by the same officezB, 
and acting entirely on the same lines. I would ask your 
Lordships to allow me to call attention to the Cork 
outrages. Your Lordships will find that there were a 
great many Land Leafinie meetings at which resolutions 
were passed and speeches were made of which at present 
I have not got reports ; but witnesses will be called who 
will in some instances be able to supplement what 
I have already read. On July 16, 1880, Mr. Samuel 
Hutchins was returning home at a quarter to 5 o'clock • 
He was travelling in a dog-cart, driven by a man named 
Downey, Mr. Hutchins was shot at and Downey was 
mortally wounded. There is no doubt, I think, that in 
that case it was intended to shoot Mr. Hutchins and 
not Downey, and this must be one of the cases which 
were subsequently referred to by Mr. Biggar as includ- 
ing the wrong man. There was, at any rate, nothing 
at all known against Downey ; but there was some sort 
of a suggestion that Hutchins had made himself 
obnoxious to the Land League. I must call attention^ 
also, to the outrage on Jeremiah Buckley on June 22, 
1881. At a meeting held on October 17, 1880, at 
Bantiy, a very violent speech was made by J. W. 
Walsh, and there had also been a previous meeting at 
which violent speeches were niade. On January 2, 1881, 
a public meeting in support of the Land League was 
held at Ballyvoumey ; and as far as I can state from 
the report of tibese meetings, they were held to 
denounce persons who paid rent or had ^ivcn informa- 
tion of any kind to the police. Jeremiah Buckley had 
paid his rent. It was the next payment after ihat 
meeting. On June 22, 1881, six men, armed and dis- 
guised, broke into his house, pulled him out of bed, 
beat him with furze bushes, and asked him whether he 
had paid his rent. On his saying ho had, one of them 
took out a pair of scissors from his pocket and cut off a 
part of his right ear and took it away with him. On 
October 3, 1881, Patrick Leary, the son of a farmer re- 
siding at Doonasleen, Kantm*k district, was fired at 
Mid 80 severely wounded that he died. His father's house 
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liad been visited, and he wm asked whether they had 
paid their rent. The only reason that can be assigned 
for shooting this young man was merely that he was 
thought to have been watching to see who it was that 
was coming to ask these questions, for the purpose ot 
subsequently identifying them. When for so small aQ 
act against the rules of the Land Leagnae a man is to 
lose his life, tyranny has surelj^ reached a point which 
could not be surpassed. In addition to the speeches t^ 
ferred to at Bantry, a public meeting was held oo 
January 2, 1881, at Ballyvoumey to further the ob- 
jects of the Land League. At this meeting references 
were made to land-grabbers and persons who had taken 
graziug, and it was stated that Peter Eelleher was 
either a land-grabber or was about to become one. He 
did take some land, and on October 31, 1881, 10 or 12 
men came to his house about midnij^ht. They made him 
get up and produce his gun, which they took. They 
asked nim if he was a leaguer, and to produce his card 
of the League. They further asked him whether he 
was not ^oing to take this other farm. A shot was then 
fired at him, the bullet passing through his right thigh. 
On December 1, 1881 — ^there having been, as youf 
Lordships may remember, a meeting held at which 
Mr. Pamell, Mr. ^Connor, and others spoke in the 
month of October, 1881 — a party of men went to the 
house of one Michael ITenton, of Gurtnasna, and fired 
at him with a revolver. I ihink they fired severij 
shots through the window, but did not wound him. 
He had paid his rent a short time previously, and thai 
was, according to my information, the sole motive foe 
the outrage. In connexion with the county of Cork 
I shall have, I am sorry to say, a good deal 
more to li^ before your Lordships with reference to 
speeches after this date, and also with reference to 
outrages which took place after the speeches were 
made. Dealing only with this period, I think I can 
now take the last of the counties to which I have tC| 
refer in detail, prior to the year 1882, and that is the 
county of Clare. With regard to Clare I am not at pre- 
sent able to read as many speeches as in the otuei 
cases, but there will oe evidence put before yooi 
Lordships as to the way in which the League wa« 
worked in county Clare. The principal object I have 
in reading some of the speeches made in county 
dare is that yoa will find in one of the principal 
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speeches of Mr. Pamell the text to which I have sa 
often referred, as to how to deal with land-grabbers. 
On 8ej>tember 19, 1880, there was a meetin|f at Bnnis, 
at which were present Mr. Pamell, Mr. Finxgan, and 
Mr. Sullivan, all members of Parliament. Mr. jPamell. 
referring to the question whekher the farmers shoalc] 
give evidence before the Land Oonmiission, said 
that his opinion '* decidedly was that wbatevet 
barm they may do to the caase by going before 
the Commission, they will certainlv be able to 
do it no good." Speaking on the sabject of land- 
Iprabbing, he used the following words :— 

" What are von to do to a tenant who bids for a 
farm from which his neighboor was evicted ? (Shouts 
and cries of < Kill him,' * Shoot him.') Now, I think 
I heard somebody say ' shoot him,' but I wish to point 
out to you a verj^r much better way, a more Christian 
and a more charitable way, which will give the lost 
•inner an opportunity of repenting. You must show 
him when you meet oim, in the streets of the town, 
at the shop counter, in the fair or market place, and 
even in the noose of worship, by leaving him severely 
iklone, by putting him into a moral Coventry, by 
isolating him as if he was a leper of old ; and you 
may depend upon it that if the |>opnlation of a county 
in Ireland carry out this doctrine, there will be no 
man as to dare public opinion and transgress your un- 
written code of laws. (Cheers.) How would the 
iBnglish Government like it if some dav we told the 
^ople not to pay any rent until this land question 
was settled ? We have not told them that yet. If it 
flhoold not be settled, it will be for wiser heads than 
inine whether we shall not be obliged to tell the 
sople of Ireland to strike against all rent until 
le question has been settled. And if the 500,000 
»nant farmers struck against the 10,000 landlords, 
. should like to see where they would get police 
|Dd soldiers enough to preserve the peace. (Qieers.)" 
I want to say a wora or two about this speech, be- 
banse I do not understand that Mr. Pamell nas denied 
ft. I have pointed out many times, as it was pointed 
tmt by far peater men than myself in 1881, 1882, and 
1883, ihat the leaving the people severely alone would 
not be sufficient to enforce the decrees of the powers 
that be, unless it is understood that the ultimate step of 
removing ofanoxioas persons is to be taken if necessary. 
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IToor tiOrdships will not havo forgotten the way in 
wiiich this speech was used afterwards, and its prin** 
eiples enlarged upon. Over and over again, in the 
speeches I have read to yon, the land -jabber has been 
spoken of as a leper and ono to be treated as a dog or 
vermin. What does it mean ? It means, I submit, that 
any steps are to be taken which are necessary for the 
purpose of compelling a man to abandon that coarse of 
iionduct to which the majority of the people object. Mr. 
Pinigan, speaking at the same meetmg, said they had 
■hown their earnestness over the * * f^reat land question 
of self-government " by their enthusiasm and numbers, 
but if they wished to carrr out their resolves, they 
must do something more than cheer, thev must do 
something more than unfold the Stars and Stripes. No 
tenant should bid for another's land. And Mr. T. D. 
tiuUivan denounced land-grabbing,and said that ** if any* 
one should be so base as to talce an evicted farm, he 
should be shunned. (A voice. — * Shoot him.M Let 
tiim be an outcast among them, and his life will be a 
life of shame and of misery ; and the shamo will not alone 
attach to him, but to his children, and his children'^ 
children." Then, mv Lords, at a meeting heldatEnnia 
on November 12, le82, Mr. Redmond and Mr. M. J. 
Kenny made speeches. Mr. Redmond said :— 

'* The duty of tiie tenants on every estate in th0 
county Clare is this : — In the first place, to join thi^ 
National Land League, they must travel on the samQ 
tines that they followed when the Land League existed. 
The tenants must band together and not go into th0 
Land Court until we obtain the amendment. They 
must go to the landlord and say to him that the rent 
is excessive, that they will only pay to him what they 
believe to be a fair rent. Tell nim, one and ally 
antil his demands come down to what is iust and fairg 
they will pay him no rent at all. If there is to b^ 
found any man, or any men so base as to go behind the 
back of their fellow-tenants and play the part of 
traitors, I do not tell you to boycott tnem — I do not be* 
iieve in using those fancy terms — but I tell you to mak^ 
him feel theTull weight of your indignation. I am not 
telling you to pay no rent. The principles of no rent 
was never the policy of the Land League. The No- 
Rent Manifesto was issued as a weapon against 
coercion — ^it drove out of office the worst Minister that 
ever stood on Irish soil." 
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1882, ac *^more daamiaUe tlun was erer pased by 
Ctfuerea^ or Cromwell, llie Government pot it into 
the power of one Judge to try men without inries, and 
yon, people of Clare, yoa know well how uiese juries 
were paued in DnUin, how honest Irish Natknialista 
liaTe been ezecoted prodaiming their hmoeence. Land- 
lordim must be rooted out root and branch, and until 
that is done there will be no peace or contentment. 
33ie English Government are telling ns they will give 
OS a system of self-government. But we are determined 
to accept no i^yrtem but that which will leave 
the peo^e of Ireland their own masters. We have 
been the servants of England too loi^g. Agitation 
is necessary to shake to the foundation the rule 
of England ; we are detezmined to agitate until 
that system is crushed and rotten for ever." 
Kow, I will give your Lordships particulars ot some of 
file Clare outrages. Before September, 1880, when the 
•peeehes which I have read were delivered, Clare was 
in quite a normal eondition, if not quite free from agra- 
loan crime. But very shortly afterwards the ordinary 
number of police had to be doubled, being increased 
from 327 to 600. Between Januazr, 1881, and Februat^r, 
1882, there were six murders and i2 attempts at assassi* 
nation. Between February, 1882, and November, 1883, 
ffaere were six attempted murders. Fortunately, during 

8 art of thatperiod, the Crimes Act was in operation. 
>n Anpl 27 , 1881, the house of a caretaker named 
jTohn bheehaa was fired into because he had taken 
possession of some l&nd with a view to take care of it 
vhile it remained vacant. On Hay 6 in the same year 
several houses were fired into because it was supposed 
that the oceupants had pud their rents. On Juiv 17. 
1881, a Luid Leume meeting was held within light of 
tiie house of a Mr. Stnddert, who was denounced by 
ieveral of the local leaders. On August 10 a man in 
llr» Studdert's empLoymeni, who was driving a donkey 
home from Ballycar, was stopped by two men, armed 
fund disguised, who shot the donkey dead. On the 14th 
another Land League meeting was held, at which Bir. 
Btuddert was again denounced. He was referred to by 
Father Byan, who was present, as an unclean beast, 
and a landlord who evicted a tenant was called a 
murderer. The effect of the meeting was that any one 
who had anything to do with Mr. Studdert was boy« 
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cotted. A batcher named O'Halloran sapplied him 
with meat, wherenpon the loeal branch of the Land 
League threatened every one who shoold deal with 
him. Mr. Robert Spaight, J.P., Major Maonaell, J.P.» 
and Lady Loftus were among those threatened. On 
October 7 Mr. Spai^ht's house was fired into, and he 
narrowly escaped with his life. The only known 
offence that he had committed was that he had con<« 
tinned to deal with O'Halloran, refasing to be intimi* 
dated. On July 29,1881, the honse of Patrick Hallorant 
at Ballyhee, was forcibly entered. In the early part of 
the year he had been working for Mr. Einright, who in 
May bad a dispute with one of his tenants. Patrick 
HaUoran took up the herding from which this tenant 
was dismissed. Three men entered his house and en« 
deavoured to make him swear that he would leave Mr. 
Enright's employment. He did not leave, however. 
Some other men also continued to work for Mr. Enrighi 
•^namely, Michael Hurley, James Keddan, and Micluel 
O'Dea. On August 29 Hurley was dragged out of bed 
and kicked, and some shots were fired over his head* 
On November 18 Patrick Halloran was diot, and he died 
from his wounds on December 7, 1881. On November 
28 five shots from a revolver were fired into the house 
of James Beddan. He was not killed ; but he lost his 
reason from the shock and has been ever since an in« 
mate of a lunatic asylum. Mr. Snright was boycotted 
during the whole of this time, and these three poor un- 
fortunate men, who had been guilty of nothing except 
trying to earn a livinff by hard work as labourers, were, 
one of them murdered, one of them injured, and one of 
them driven out of his mind. We have nere a good 
illustration of the truth of the strong judicial denuncia* 
tion of these dreadful deeds by Lord Pitsgerald, who 
pointed out that these outrages do not injure the land* 
loids one-tenth part as much as they injure poor men 
who have done nothing of which complaint can pro* 
perly be made. On October 8, 1881, an attempt waji 
made to blow up the house of a man named Littleton, 
who had taken a sunendered farm. It was noi 
even an evicted farm. They attempted to blow 
np his house with gunpowder simply because he bad 
occupied land which it was intended no one should 
occupy. On the 23d of the same month Michael 
Maroney was shot dead before his wife and children 
because he had paid rent. His brothar was also 
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snot at, but be was providentially missed. On the 24th 
the house of a person named Bentlej was fired into and 
the windows wero broken. On the 25th a man named 
M'Mahon was shot dead in an out-house because he was 
suspected of having disclosed the secrets of either the 
moonlighters or the Land Leaguers. In the same month 
a fresh attempt was made to injure Bentley by firing at 
him when he and his wife were on the puolic road. 
There are other cases of shooting at the end of 1881, 
but they do not present such characteristic features as 
to render it necessary to mention them. I now wish to 
mention the case of a man named Perry, which ex- 
tends over the years 1881 and 1882, and is connected 
also with the murder of a man named Michael Morony 
on February 25, 1882. Mr. Perry was a landlord 
who had previously been on perfectly good terms with 
his people. In the earl^ part of 1881 he could not get 
any rent and, accordingly, acting partly for himself 
and parthr for other persons, he took steps to issuo 
process for the recovery of rent. On March 27 his 
house was fired into. On April 10 a Land League 
meeting was held at Feakle, near which place Mr. 
Browne, for whom Perry was agent, had some pro* 
perty. At that meeting land grabbers were denounced., 
On January 1, 1882,these notices were circulated with 
reference to Mr. Perry : — ** Boycott Perry. Have 
nothing to do with him, or by the Immaculate Jesus, 
I'll cripple his worthless existence. Beware of Moon- 
light, or by Christ of Heaven his body will burst by 
Captain Starlight and Tom Brown also." **^ Boycott 
Perry. Pay no rent. Any person having anything what- 
soever to do with the infernal sceptical rufSan Charlie 
Perry will get the contents of the Captain's brains- 
breaker. Look out,— -CAPTiLiN Moonlight." ** Take 
8otice. — ^Any person working, buyinjgf, or selling for 
lie Perries, the infernal bastards ox Tom Browne, I 
pledge myself before Christ that I will let his blood 
flow at no distant date.— Captain Moonlight." Then, 
on February 19, this notice was posted : — 

* * Any person coming to ]pay rent to that son of a boor 
Peunryor coming to settle with him in any way, I am still 
thirsty for their blood. 8o by the God of S[eaven don't 
be the cause of my coming from Templimore or if 
you do I will pay the rent for you to ^e last farthing. 
And ye land-iobbors that are in the habit of buying 
the fixass in the lands of Kewfrove^ clear out on the 
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1st day of March instant or by the Immaculate Jeeua I 
will clear ^ou out. Clear out. — Captain Moonlight.'* 
At this time one of the Ladies' Land Leagne or- 
ganizers, Miss M'Cormick) was travellinft through the 
district and advising the tenants not to pay rent. In 
the early part of the same year Michael Morony had 
I>aid his rent, and on February 25, 1882, he was fired 
st and wounded, and died witnin seven or eight days. 
Another man in the stme neighbourhood was stabbed 
in the leg because he would not answer the question 
whether or not he had paid his rent, and five or six 
Other men were all threatened at the same time with 
violence because they^ had either paid their rent or 
were suspected of having paid it. One wonders how 
it ooald ever be made to appear that the Land League 
representatives in these districts were persons who 
had a bond fide constitutional work to perf orm,and who 
were doing a work which was not connected in any 
way with the deplorable acts that were committed. 
With reference to Clare, there are one or two other 
cases which I will summarize. On January 25, 1882, John 
Lemaire was shot dead. He was caretaker for Mr. 
Bfarone^, who was being rigidly boycotted. Mr. Lloyd, 
the resident magistrate, was fired at on February 12 in 
the same year, tne only oifence being that he did his 
duty as a resident magistrate. There were two or 
three other instances in the beginning of 1882 also, 
of outrages bv firing into persons' houses. One was 
▼ery remarkable, because there can be no doubt of the 
person who had committed the outrage, and his defence 
was undertaken by the Land League ; the promise 
given by Mr. Biggar with reference to ttie defence of 
prisoners was performed. That was the case of a man 
who was an anny pensioner, but I am unable at jiresent 
to give his name. I propose now for the short period 
of time at my disposal this afternoon to go back to the 
story, so far as i have laid it before your Lordships, 
after the autumn of 1881. In the first place, though I 
have not been able to confine myself absolutely to the 
years 1881 and 1882, I have shown your Lordships what 
was the character of the work done xmder tne Land 
League and the character of the speeches delivered at 
Land League meetings down to October, 1881, and 
during the time Mr. Parnell was confined in Kilmain- 
ham. Later on, as I have already fold your Lordshins, 
I shall have to reff-r to the speeches delivered in 1885 



and 1886 and the outrages which followed thotte 
speeches and show your Lordships that what was stated 
in ** FameUism and Crime " was tnie— that the same 
fiort of work was being carried on under the name of 
the National Leagae. From the month of October* 
1881f down to May, 1882, Mr. Pamell was in Eihnain- 
ham. Your Lordships most not suppose that there waa 
no communication with Mr. Famell during that time. 
In connezioQ with a document, to which I should like 
to refer in the course of a very few minutes, it has 
been suggested that there was a difficulty in documents 
being goh out of Kilmainham. I think it will appear 
there was not the slightest difi&oulty in documents 
beinjBf got out of Kilmainham. In the, first place, the 
** No-rent manifesto," signed by Mr^ Famell, • was 
got oat of Kilmainham, as appears from the statements 
of Mr. Famell himself, l^ the action of Dr. Kenny, to 
whom a testimonial was given for the part he isad 
played in getting that manifesto out of Kilmainham. In 
the course of the trial of ** O'Donnell v. Walter," 
I may remind your Lordships, a letter was produced 
from Mr. Famell to Mr. O'Donnell which came out of 
•irilmft.in>iftm and which the governors, the officers, and 
the warders had never seen, and, if it be the subject of 
dispute, we shall bring evidence to show that docu** 
ments were freely passed from those inside to those 
outside : nay, more, appeared in the public Fress, for 
durinff the time Mr. Famell and his associates were 
in Kilmainham United Ireland was published in Faris. 
Bgan and Campbell were in Paris, and matter went 
over to. Faris, possibly written by Wm. O'Brien, but at 
any rate approved by him, which subsequently 
appeared in t/niied Ireland, I mention that because it 
is said that one of the reasons why certainly one of 
the documents was a forgeiy is tiiat it was impossible 
for such a letter to have got out, as the |[ovemor must 
have seen it, and that therefore it was impossible for 
suoh a letter to have been written. Before I come to 
that letter I have to describe as well as I can what 
was passing in reference to the Land Lea«ue and its 
operations in 1881 and the early part of 1882. I have 
already told your Lordships mat the Ladies' Land 
League took the place, so far as the organiaatioo 
is concerned, of the Land League. It has had 
the control of the money and to a certain extent the 
records of the Land League. There was also 
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started an English branch of the Land Leagne, of 
which Frank Byrne was secretary.- He has not been 
in England — in the United Kingdom— «ince Febraary 
or March, 1883. Egan, who was treasurer of the 
Land League, also has not been in the United 
Kingdom since that date. Both those gentlnmen 
have been in America, and in close association 
with them there are several oiher names to 
which I shall have to call attention when I deal 
with the American part of the case. What was Egan 
doing ? I think you will have no doubt that Egan iu 
Paris was arranging for tiie canying on of the work 
of the Land League and providing . the funds for that 
purpose. He was still the treasurer of the Land 
xieague. It will probably be proved that a verv con- 
siderable sum of money had been transferred to Paris ; 
but, be that as it may, Egan, one of the persons 
against whom most serious accusations are made, was 
carrying on the work of the League in Paris in the 
same wav as from the time that he left Ireland. Egan 
went to Paris in the earl^ pazt of 1881, shortly after 
the time or about the time that Sheridan had been 
arrested. I shall put in evidence some documents 
passing from Egan, and I shall ask your Lordships to 
draw yoor own conclusion as to what those documents 
mean. E^an left for Paris in 1881, and left Paris for 
America m 1883. He was back in England at some 
time between the two dates* Statements were made 
in 1883 by the informers with regard to the Phcenix 
Park murders which caused more than one person to 
leave England or the place where he was and go to 
America, and Egan was one of those. On October 25, 
1881, 'Egan wrote from Paris this letter to James 
Carey :— 

** 25th Octr. 1881« 

'* Dear Sir,— -I have by this post sent M. two 
hundred Pounds ; he will give you what yon want* 
When will you undertake to get to work and give ni 
valne for oar money ? 

** 1 am, dear Sir, Faithfully yrs 

** Patk. Egan. 
** Jas. Carey Esq." 

I do not know whether that will be said to be a 
forgery. If so, it is another instance of somebody** 
handwriting being most svocessfolly forged. But if it 
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be genaine what does it mean ? '' M '* refers to 
Mullett who waft involved in the Phoenix Park 
murders. " When will you undertake toget to work 
and give us value for our money ? " Whom is that 
letter written to ? To James Carey. It seems to me 
impossible to reconcile the contents of that letter with 
any innocent and honest purpose which coald have been 
expressed in plain language indicating for what object 
the -money was intended. But, be that as it may, when 
we come to consider what was the position of Egan 
and for what purpose that £200 was sect, I shall be 
able to criticize any suggestion that may be made. He 
ondoubtedlv was clearly personally connected with 
Carey, and I shall lay before your Lordshipe, as 
having a very direct hearing upon the question of 
handwriting, other letters which passed at the same 
time between Bsan and Carey. Thev are dated 
Kovember 9 and 27, and December 20, 18ol. There is 
6ne important fact in connexion with these letters which 
I shall mention now in the course of my opening. 
I stated in opening the case of ** 0*Donnell v. Walter " 
with regard to those three letters which were foand 
in the noose of James Carey that in the case of one 
the body of the letter was in the handwriting of 
Campbell. I had no instructions then as to whether 
Campbell was in Paris at the time that that letter was 
written. It will turn out in the evidence I shall 
be able to put before you that Campbell was in 
Paris at the time that that letter was written, 
and that he appears to have acted in that particular 
ease, as in otner cases, as secretary for persona 
with whom he was connected. I only refer to 
the matter for the purpose of at once stating 
before your Lordships the extent to which we have 
been able to identify and prove handwriting, having 
got genuine snecimens of Mr. CampbelPs handwriting 
ted the undouDted letter he wrote to Quinn respecting 
the Land League books in 1881, and having been able 
to compare that with the specimen of handwriting 
which, without any previous knowledge, those who were 
advising The Timet in the matter of handwriting de- 
tected as the handwriting of Mr. Campbell. Of 
course, it is perfectly possiole for Egan to have been 
acquainted with Carey and yet not have known what 
Carey's antecedents were or what he was mixed up 
witlu Your Lordships will have to consider that care- 
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folly 'when you have heard the whole of the evidence 
in this case. I am passing, in order to keep it abso- 
lutely distinct, everything which was occurring 
between the American and tne English branches at this 
time. I merely mention that there are some important 
matters thai occurred on the other side of the Atlantic 
with which some prominent members of the Land 
tjeagne in Ireland were undoubtedly conneoted. I pas* 
at once to the next document which we will pat in 
evidence. It is one which has given rise to the sug- 
gestion by my learned friend that it is a forgery : — 

" », 1, 82 
** Dear E,— What are these fellows waiting for ? This 
inaction is inexcusable. Our best men are in prison and 
nothing is being done. Let there be an end of this 
hesitancy. Prompt action is called for. Yoa undertook 
to make it hot for old Forster and Co. Let us have 
some evidence of your power to do so. My health ia 
good— thanks. *• Yoors very truly 

" Chas. S. Pakkkli. " 
At present I am not able to state before your Lord* 
ships in whose handwriting the body of that letter is. 
In all probability, before the end of this case, your 
Lordships will have an opi)ortunity of forming a judg- 
ment as to whose handwriting the body ot um fetter 
is in. To the particular expressions in it I do no( 
attach any great importance. It does not seem to me 
that it would be fair or right to assume that the ex« 
pression * * make it hot for old Porster and Company *' 
necessarily meant any outrage on Mr. Forster himselfp 
because it is an expression which had undoubtedly been 
ased by Mr. Parnell in connexion with other matters 
previously, and may well have referred to what I may 
call general outrage — outrages which would embarrass 
Mr. Forster and which would impede the Government ol 
which he was the representative. And I should not wish 
to suggest that anything further is necessarilv involved in 
the language, or to press the matter further than it ou^ht 
to be pressea. And there is another reason for saving 
that — ^thatyin regard to the knowledge of Mr .Parnell ox 
what Egan was doing, or of what Egan had done, and 
of what had been done in the past years by the Land 
League and its representatives, after what I havo 
already stated, I think you will have no doubt that Mr, 
Parnell was thoroughly acquainted with everything 
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thftt was going on. I do not believe it ponibld for Mr, 
iPamell to state, in a manner which will entitle him to 
credit, that he was wholly ignorant as to what had 
been done in past years by the direct representatives of 
the Land League ; and that being so, this proof of 
communication with Egan, whatever it may amount to, 
is only one incident in connexion with the whole 
Story, whereby intimate relations between Mr, 
Famell and Mr. Egan are established. Then, 
again, of course, it relates solely to Mr. Parnell, 
and possibly to the other person who wrote the 
body of the letter which he sent. It has nothing 
to do with Mr. Matthew Harris, or Mr. Biggar, 
or these other persons against whom we repeat 
we have made eharges,charge8 of which we have formu* 
lated the particulars. There are matters relating to the 
ink and to the handwriting of -tibat letter, on which it 
would be impossible for roe to comment at the present 
time ; but all I can say now is that The Time* news- 
paper believe it to be a genuine document, and will put 
before your Lorddups the full explanation with regard 
to the letter, and, so far as they are concerned, if they 
|>ossibly can, evei^ circumstance in connexion with the 
letter. The way in which it was obtained, and all the 
other circumstances, will be fully explained. I am 
perfectly aware that over and over again the word 
*' forgery " has been used for the purpose of suggesting 
that these letters are not gentiine. All I can sa^ is 
that your Lordships will have very amjple opportunity, 
before this inquiry terminates, of mvestigating on 
^hich side the truth lies in this respect. I am not at 
liberty at the present time to mention, nor should I 
do so even if t were at liberty, more names to youi 
Lordships. In «11 probabilily long before the end of 
this inquiry is reacned all the names of the persona 
connected with tiie.way and the circumstances in which 
these letters were obtained will be laid before your 
Lordships ; but, for reasons which are obvious, I decline 
at the present time to make any statement as to the 
way in which these letters were obtained, or from 
whom they were obtained, or as to the sum of money 
which Was paid for them. The facts will in no 
way be kept back from your Lordships. The sum 
of money which was paid for them will in no 
way bo kept back. Some money no doubt passed. 
Of coarse it is ridiculous to suppose that Tki 
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Times could obtain lett«T8 of this kind withoat paying 
for them ; but whether that is a thing which throws 
doubt or discredit on the genuineness of the letters, that 
is a matter which must be considered and carefully 
weighed. This I may be allowed to say — that not one 
penny was paid, not one penny was f^omised, no bar* 

gain of anv sort or kind was made, until the documents 
ad been for months in the hands of T?ic Times, and had 
been carefully examined by perfectly independent per* 
sons, and the handwriting had been tested by undoubtedly 
ffenuine specimens of Mr. Pameirs handwriting. There- 
fore it is no case of buying and being determined to use 
that which had been paid for. The documents, I repeat^ 
were examined by impartial persons with a view to test 
their genuineness before any use of any sort or kind was 
made of them, or any promise of the remuneration to 
be given for them was made. But one word more I 
may say now on the subject of this letter to avoid repe« 
tition when I come to a later letter. It is said in con-* 
nexion with this letter and other letters that particular 
incidents in connexion with the handwriting of the sig- 
Oiature of Mr. Pamell are wanting, and explanations 
have been given by Mr. Pamell — ^not altogether consistent 
explanations — from which conclusions might be drawn 
that the signature is not in his handwriting. Every one 
of those explanations we shall be able to deal with bv 
comj^ison with undoubted specimens of Mr. Pamell'8 
writing. Every one of those suggestions, if repeated. 
I shall be prepared to meet, ana, hj the production ox 
ondoubted specimens, your Lordships wiU be able to 
Judge whether the minute criticisms that have been 
made are worthy of much weight, having regard to the 
presence or absence of particular features in specimeng 
Which are undoubtedly genuine. With regard to thit 
part of the case, I have simply repeated exactly what 
I said in the trial of " O'Donnell v. Walter," except^ 
ing perhaps this, that I have now indicated that the 
persons from whom and the way in which the letters 
were obtained will probably be disclosed to your Lord* 
fihips in the course of this trial. As to what the lettef 
proves, it proves nothing more, and I have never pre- 
tended that it proved anything more, than this — ^that 
there was the most intimate relation between Mr. 
Pamell and Mr. Egan, and that there existed the 
most intimate relations between the other gentlemen 
whose names are mentioned in the particulars and Mt« 
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Egan. Whatever may be your Lordships' judgment 
ultimately, you have, I may be permitted to remind 
y^u, to deal with the alle^tions which were made in 
y Pamellism and Crime, with the real charges and 
allegations against the persons referred to in the various 
liassages to which I have called attention, from which 

, It will appear, as I have said, thatihe charge against Mr. 

"^ Pamell is that he was from beginning to end connected 
with the men who were carrying out these outrages, 
and that the force by which he was wurking,unle8s sup* 
ported by the conspiracy of the Land League, could not 
prevail or succeed in effecting one-half of the objects 
which it did succeed in effecting in tyrannizing over 
the inhabitants of Ireland. With the other ciroum* 
stances in connexion vrith the imprisonment of Mr. Par- 
nell I have very little to say. I have to detail to your 
Lordships certain incidents not referred to in detul 
in my opening in ** O'Donnell v. Walter ** in further- 
ance of the view I am now pressing on your Lord- 
ships. There was an intimate relation between Mr. 
Pamell and those who had been actually organizers of 
the outrages. That particular part of the story I would 
ask your Lordships to let me postpone until to-morrow. 
I wul utilise the brief period before the adjournment 
by jost indicating to your Lordships what had hap- 
pened prior to the month of May, 1882, at which 
time the particular incident to which I shall refer to- 
morrow occurred. Sheridan had, as your Lordshipi 
have already been told, been arrested in the year 1881. 
He was released. After his release, and during the 
earlier part of 1882, he was going about Ireland dis- 
guised as a priest. There will, I think, be evidence to 
put before your Lordships to place beyond all doubt 
that Sheridan was organizing outrages in the West 
pf Ireland. Boyton was also organizing outrages, 
or these meetings which led to outrages, and which 
were followed by outrages iu other parts of Ireland, 
particularly in Leinster. And whatever ma^ be your 
Lordships' views as to the difficulty or ease with which 
communications passed from one side of the walls of 
Kilmainham to the other, your Lordships will, I think, 
have no doubt that Mr. Pamell knew perfectly well, 
hot only of the outrages which had taken place, of tha 
outrages whidi followed from the speeches which had 
been made, but knew the persons who had been mainly 
instrumental ia the organizing of these outrages. I 
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Have raentioned tbat Sheridan was one of the penons 
who was chief organiser in the West, that Boyton was 
one of the persons who was ehief orjganizer of Lein- 
ster. I shall give your Lordships the outline 
of the evidence, on which I think your Lord* 
diips will come to the conclusion that there 
was the most intimate knowledge on the nart of 
Mr. Pamell, not only as to what work Sherioan and 
Boyton had been engaged in, but also as to what theit 
influence and power was. Davitt at this time was in 
Portland Prison, and was not released until the 6th of 
May, 1882. The circumstances under which Daritt was 
released I shall have to ^z]>l»in to your liordriiips. My 
reason for mentioning it is this — that it will, 1 think, 
turn out that there were no means of oommunication 
between Davitt and Mr. Pamell prior to Davitt's re* 
lease on May 6. When Davitt was released on that 
date Mr. Pamell and Mr. Dillon went down to Port* 
land and had a very long interview with Davitt before 
be was released; nay, more,I think it will turn out that 
Davitt's release was postponed at the requeirt of 
Mr. Pamell until he and Mr. Dillon bad an 
opportunity of seeing Mr. Davitt. I mention 
it now for this purpose ; I have toid your Lordships 
that Mr. Pamell had intimate knowledge of what 
Sheridan and Boyton had been doing during the time 
he was imprisoned and before. It is no part of my case 
that Mr. Davitt, being in Portland, had the same meani 
of information ; in fact, beyond the references that are 
made to Mr. Davitt in ** Pamellism and Grime," as to 
his connexion with Fenianism some long time beford 
ft&d bevond a few speeches in which Mr. Davitt, 
undoubtedly, did support the total and entire separaf 
iion of Ireland from Great Britain, I am not aware 
that Mr. Davitt did take any active part In the organ!* 
sation of the Land Lea^e. Certainly so far as 1 
kjiow on my instractions, this tyranny whiek 
operated upon the tenants, the poor men who were 
bccnpying land as distinguished |rom persons in high 
ix>litical places, was not apart of the views advocated 
by Mr. Davitt. The organization which The Timu 
attacked, which The Times said was supported by boy* 
cotting and the sanction of murder, was the Land 
League organisation. At the head of the organisation 
was Mr. Pamell and a number of other persons whose 
aamea I have mentioned : bat to far as I know Mr* 
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Davitt was not connected with the particolar pait of 
the organization which carried on in Ireland agrarian 
agitation as I have described it, during the years 1880, 
1881, and 1882. I wish to make that statement because 
it will leave me free to ^ approach at once to« 
morrow a very remarkable circumstance, which wHl 
show clearly that Mr. Pamell was intimately 
acqoainted with the way in which this conspiracy had 
been worked, tiie persons who had worked it, and the 
effect that organization had^ upon the agrarian and 
poorer members of the population in Xreland. 



Wbdstesday, OcfroBXB 24. 

Mr. Biggar appeared in person. 

On the Commissioners taking their seats thft 
morning, 

Sir C. Bussell said,— My Lords, I am still in a 
difficulty with regard to my application for farther 
discovery. My learned friend asked yesterday to have 
the matter postponed on the ground that he had not 
had time to prepare his affidavit, but even now I have 
not received a copy of it. My learned friend's client 
had all day yesterday to prepare it. 

The Attobniet-Genebal. — I did not see the affidavit 
until yesterday morning. 

Sib Chablxs Busselii. — It was served the da^ 
before yesterday. 

The ArroBiTET-GEinEBAii.— I beg my learned friend's 
pardon. I saw the affidavit which had been handed to 
my client the previous day only yesterday morning. An 
affidavit in reply was made either last night or this 
morning, and I believe that Mr. Soames^ who is not in 
Court at this moment, will immediately hand . my 
learned friend a copy of it. 

Sib Chables Bussell. --It is rather difficult to deal 
with the matter in the absence of the affidavit. 

The Attobney-Genebal. — I have sent for one. 

Sib Chables Bussell. -/Then I will proceed in ita 
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AbMBOft. I daresay that I shall get a copy of it fome 
time. The affidavit of Mr. Lewis, to which my learned 
friend has referred, states that, ** in addition to the 
letters which purport to be written by the said Mr, 
Pamell, and which he alleges to be forgeries, I am 
informed and believe that the said defendants, or their 
solicitors, have in their possession forged letters 
which are alleged to have been signed by Mr. Dillon, 
H.F., Mr. Biggar, M.P., and other members of Farlia-* 
ment, which said letters have not been disclosed by 
the said defendants or their solicitors." It is npon 
that affidavit that the present application for farther 
discovery is f omided, but in point of fact that affidavit 
was hardly needed, because the affidavit of the 
defendants in ** O'Donnell v. Walter and Another " 
puts the matter very clearly. In that affidavit they 
admitted that certain docoments were contained in a 
box marked with the letter A. Yoor Lordships will 
observe that in an ordinary action it would not be a 
sufficient discovery to say that a number or bundle of 
documents were contained in a particolar box. My 
learned friend says that he objects to produce the 
documents referred to in the first part of the second 
schedule to Mr. Soames's first affidavit, upon the ground 
that they were documents which were obtained after 
the commencement of the action of " O'Donnell v. 
Walter " for the use of the advisers and solicitors of 
the defendants in that action and for the pmrposes of 
the said action. Your Lordships will recollect that the 
doctrine of privilege does not extend to a case where 
the documents are already in existence aHunde, but 
merely to such documents as have been created for the 
purposes of the action, or, in other words, such docu« 
mehts as do not profess to be original documents, such 
as these letters purport to be, but are merely drawn up 
for ^ the purpose of instructing the solicitors and 
advising the counsel in a particular case. They admit 
that they have a large bundle of these docaments» the 
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number of wWch we cannot tell— they merely refer to 
a bundle — which tbey do not deny, on the contrary » 
they admit, to be material to the case ; and if 
these documents comprise what purport to be original 
letters of Mr. Dillon and Mr. Biggar and others, then 
it is very important for as to see them. I have not 
seen the fresh affidavit which Mr. Soames has made. 

The Attobney-Gsnbbal, producing Mr. Soames'ji 
affidavit, said, — I will read it. 

Sir Charles Rttssell. — I am very much obliged to 
you, 'but X am quite able to read it myself. 

The Attorney-General then handed the affidavit to 
Sir 0. Kussell. 

Sib Chablss Bussell.— This is what Mr. Soames 
says :— 

** I, Joseph Soames,. of 58, Lincoln's-inn-fields, in 
the county of Middlesex, solicitor, make oath, and say 
as follows : — 

''1. That I have read what purports to be a coot of 
an Affidavit of George H. Lewis in support of applica- 
tion for further and better discover of documents. 

** 2. I received from a i)er80n in America certain 
documents, which I believe are the documents referred 
to in the said affidavit, though I do not recoUeet any 
purporting to be signed by Mr. Biggar. 

** 3. The said documents were, I am informed and 
believe, handed to the said person by a person passing 
under the name of Roberts. Two of them were sent 
to me in the first instance, and I at once discovered 
that they were not genuine. The person who sent them 
to me discovered that the others were not genuine 
immediately he saw them, and on that ground did not 
forward them to me. He afterwards handed them to 
me when he came to Ekgland, and seeing that they 
were clearly not genuine, I considered they were in 
no way relevant to the matters in question in the 
action of * O'Donnell v. Walter * or to the present 
proceedings. I put them on one side as worthless and 
immaterial. They have always been so regarded, and 
I do not believe that they were ever seen by my 
clients or either of them. 

'* 4. X cannot say if all the said documents are in 
my possession now or not, as I do not remember how 
many there were. Some of them are in my possession, 
but they were all received by me after the commence- 
ment of the said action, and only as solicitor for the 
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defendants In the said action and for the parposes of 
the said action.'' 

Therefore Mr. Soames does not deny, on the contrary 
he admits, the possession of documents which were 
acquired hy someone acting in the interests of hia 
clients and which have been proved to be forged docu» 
xnents, and he admits that some were obtained In 
America and some here ; but he says nothing to 
identify them as being the documents in the dox, 
beyond saying that they were acquired for the pur- 
poses of the defendants in the action of '* O'Donnellv. 
Walter." I think, therefore, that these documents do 
not come within the doctrine of privilege, even if that 
doctrine applied to such a case as this. Your Lord- 
ships will recollect that the Act of Parliament, to avoid 
any objection of the character now made bv mv learned 
friend, gives your Lordships power to order aiscovery 
cf any documents whatever. I will upon this poin't 
refer vour Lordships to section 2 of the Act. xour 
Lordships will observe that in the earlier part of that 
section it is enacted that *^ the Commissioners shall 
for the purposes of the inquiry under this Act have, in 
addition to the special powers hereinafter provided, all 
such powers, rignts, and privileses as are vested in Her 
Majesty's High Court of Justice, or in any Judge 
thereof, on the occasion of any action, including all 
powers, rights, and privileges in respect of the follow- 
ing matters ;** and tnen, by subsection 3, it is enacted 
that ** the Commissioners may. if they think fit, ordei 
that any document or documents in the possession of 
any party appearing at tbe inquiry shall be produced for 
the insx)ection of auy other such party." That snbsec* 
tion, therefore, givt^s your Lordships power to override 
this particular privilege, ev«n if it exists in this case. 
In order to show your Lordships that I have rightly 
stated the doctrine of discoverv, I will refer you to 
the last ease, or at all events toe most authoritative 
case, which was decided in the Court of Appeal. It is 
the case of ** Pearce v. Foster," and it is reported in 
15 Q.B.D., at page 118. The Master of the Bolls 
Bays : — 

** In this case the affidavit of the plaintiff ap- 
pears to me in substance to state that the documents in 
question are documents which were prepared by the 
solicitor in an action for use in the conduct of an 
action, and that they were so prepared to be used for 
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the purpose of private and eonfidential commtmication 
between counsel, solicitor, and client in relation to an 
action. It seems to me, therefore, that they faU 
within the class of docoments with regard to which 
there is a professional privilege, on the gromid that 
they are brought into existence for the purposes or in 
the coarse of professional communications between 
solicitor and client. I do not think that where docu« 
jnents arc already in existence aliunde the mere fact of 
tiieir being handed to a solicitor for the purposes of the 
conduct of an action can create a privilege ; but where 
documents are brought into existence by a solid- 
tor, or through a solicitor, for the puiposes of con- 
sultation with such solicitor, with a view to his 
giving professional advice or to the conduct of 
an action, these are in the nature of professional 
coinmnni cations, and are, as such, privileged." 
Of oourse it cannot be said that these wore documenta 
called into existence either for the purposes of the 
action of ** O'Donnell v. Walter and Another " or of 
this Investigation. Whether they were brought into 
existence by some other persons for an entirely 
different purpose is an entirely different question. 
On these grounds, my Lords, I claim inspection of all 
these documents. 

Mr. K. T. BlDD. — I have no desire to cover any 
arround that mv learned friend has covered, but I 
desire to fortify the argument he has pat forward by 
other matter shortly stated. The Attomey-(Weral in 
the course of his speech has furnished the most ample 
^ocmds for this application. He has referred to the 
existence of a letfcer dated in August, 1881, in relatioa 
to the moonlighters who were wounded by the police, 
and in respect of whom apjilioatioa was made for relief 
to the Land League* which is signed ^* J. F.," and 
the Attomey-^j^neral says that those are the iuitials of 
John Fergosson, of Glasgow. That document is not 
set forth in the affidavit of discovery, and I submit that 
it is one of the most relevant documents that can well 
be conceivedfbaving regard to the natareof theAttomey- 
Oenerarsopening,and I respectfully claim the right to see 
that document and to have it disclosed. Another matter 
that ought to be disclosed is the bundle of documents 
which are said to have been handed to some person by 
a clerk in the employ of the League. These documents 
were not creaJbed in any sense for the purposes of the 
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aotfon of '* O'Doxmell v. Walter " or for {bose of this 
investigation, and if they are genuine — ^and of their 
genuineness or otherwise I know nothing — they ought 
most certainly to be disclosed, in order to give those 
whom I represent an opportunity of stating their case. 
If they are not genuine they are still more naaterial as 
showing matters of importance from another point of 
view. Again, the Attorney-General has referred to a 
variety of diiferent speeches which have been made in 
differentplaces.andhehasreliedonthosesi^eches as afford- 
ing evidence of some cojnplicity with crime on the part 
of persons incriminated. The Attorney-General does not 
deny the fact that they are merely a few out of a good 
■many speeches, and I say that those other speeches to 
which ne refers have not been set forth in the affi- 
davit of documents nor is any reference made to them* 
except that mention is made of the contents of a box 
and a bundle of documents. More than that, the 
Attorney-General has referred to some other oorre- 
spondenoe, and I respectfully submit that in addition 
to those documents the existence of which is admitted 
in the affidavits, there have been opened by the 
Attorney-General, not only as material but crucial, 
documents on a variety of matters which find no place 
whatever in the affidavits before you, although they 
woald be ineontestably inadmissible in an action be- 
tween parties, and how much more so in an inquiry of 
this character ? 

The Attoiiney-Gbnbral.-— With regard to the sub- 
stance of my learned friend's affidavit I will deal 
with that first. I am not going to say anything about 
the jurisdiction of this Court. Your Lordships have 
full power to order any document to be seen, and 
therefore I shall say nothing more on that point. This 
application was piade with reference to certain other 
documents which Hr. Soames has in his possession, 
and no such application could possibly have been made 
but from some communication made to the defendants, 
the particulars of which have not been disclosed. The 
affidavit made by Mr. George Lewis is remarkable. It 
may be allowed that Mr. George Lewis is as expert a 
solicitor as there is in London. He says : — *' I am in< 
formed and believe that in addition to letters purport* 
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ing to be written by Mr. Pamell there are other letters 
in their possession alleged to haTe beoQ written and 
signed by Mr. Dillon and Mr. Biggar." He does not 
pretend that these documents are material. He does 
not suggest that they are material to any issue raised 
in ** Pamellism and Crime " or in ** O'Donnell v, 
Walter/' He merely says that he has been informed 
that my clients have in their possession certain 
documents which, he says, are not genuine. What 
does the aj£davit of Mr. S dames show ? It 
shows that some person was attempting to play 
a trick upon either The Times or their representatives, 
and somehow or other the information that that 
trick was attempted to be played was communicated 
to Mr. George Lewis. In all probability in the course 
of this case your Lordships will learn by whom that 
eommnnication was made, and possibly from whom the 
original documents emanated. The question whether 
the letters are genuine or not, as far as Mr. Pamell is 
concerned, is a matter of great importance. It was 
stated just now by Sir Charles Russell that it was the 
most important issue in the case, but I think I made 
it dear yesterday that when the substance of the real 
efaarges and allegations originally made in *' Par- 
nellism and Crime " are examined, the genuineness*ol 
Mr. Pamell's letters will be found to be by no means 
the most important issue. Be that as it may, how cah 
it be suggested that the existence of documents, 
genuine or otherwise, alleged to be signed by Mr, 
Dillon, Mr. Biggar, and other members of Parliament, 
not said to come from the same source, should be 
material ? It is simply for the purpose of suggesting 
that The Times is in possession of some documents not 
genuine that this application is made. I have no objec- 
tion that the documents should be seen if your Lord- 
ships think that they ought to be seen. But with refer- 
ence to this application having been made because my 
clients have not disclosed. I respectfully but 
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emphatically protest againBt that assumption, because 
those who advise my learned friend know perfectly 
well that they have not any materiality and they 
have not dared to put into their affidavit that they 
were material to the issue raised. Now, as to the next 
point, whether there has been a sufficient disclosure, 
my learned friend says that the docaments were referred 
to by the defendants in ** 0*Donnell v. Walter " as a 
bundle of papers, contained in a box marked ''A.*' Sir 0. 
Russell suggests that an improper affidavit of doca* 
ments was made. My client instructs me that at the 
time of the affidavit being prepared be offered to 
submit the documents put into the box to the secretary 
of the Commission, in order to be identified as coming 
within the rule your Lordships laid down at the pre- 
liminary meeting, when your Lordships dealt with this 
question. On that occasion your Lordship said : — 

** In addition to any grounds of privilege which 
may be made in the usual way by Mr. Graham^s clients, 
the Court will take upon itself to consider what docu- 
ments it would be right should be produced for the 
inspection of Sir Charles BusselFs clients, and for that 
purpose we shall, upon those points upon which 
a difference arises, exercise our own judgment, and, in 
order that that power which we desire to reserve for 
cAirselves should be preserved intact, we do not 
require the schedule which will be made by Mr. 
Graham's clients to be made in such a shape as to dis* 
close anything as to which they desire to raise a ques- 
tion before us. They will schedule their documents in 
such a way as will not disclose by the scheduling that 
which they desire to have our opinion upon with regard 
to the fitness of producing the particular docnment — aa 
for instance, to give an illustration, documents, as is 
usual in these cases, obtained by the solicitors for the 
purposes of litigation. Well, that would be a head of 

Srivilege ; and 6o any other ground of objecting to pro- 
ucing certain documents may be specified by Mr. 
Graham's clients." 

Mr. Soames, who was responsible for this affidavit, 

had, of course, to decide what was material and what 

was not. I need scarcely repeat the observation I 
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haye made that, having regard to the main charges or 

to this particular charge, the possession of a hundred 

other documents having no relation to the particular 

issue raised would not be material. How could the 

possession of documents which Mr. Soames swears 

he at once discovered not to be genuine have any bear** 

ing on the investigation as to whether other documents 

are genuine? How can the documents which the agent 
of Mr. Soames in America discovered not to be 
genuine be material ? They were placed on one side as 
worthless and immaterial, and I do not believe that 
they were seen by my clients. Until we have the 
means of knowing from whom Mr. George Lewis 
obtained information as to these documents they ought 
not to be seen. With reference to Mr. Reid's applica- 
tion, it is entirely uasupported and novel. 

Sib C. Bxjssell. — It is the same application. 

The Attoriosy-GenkrAl.— My learned friend is 
asking that he should see the proofs of my witnesses. 
Every one of these documents bias come into the posses- 
sion of T?te Times in the course of this litigation and 
for the purposes of this litigation. Take the case of 
the speeches, which are the proofs of the witnesses 
which will be tested by cross-examination. Is it to be 
said that my learned friend is to have not only the proofs 
of those speeches,but also of some other speeches which 
he has the same access to as I have ? My learned friend 
said that I admitted that there were other speeches ; 
but what I said was that there were other meetings, 
and that I regretted that I was not able to produce 
reports ot the speeches that were delivered at them. It 
has never been the practice of ordinary Courts of law, 
and it ought not to be of this Commission, that the 
speeches which are the proofs of the witnesses as to 
the utterances of these men should be produced. As to 
the letter of Timothy Horan, that is part of the proof 
of my case, and it is one of the documents as to 
whicli privilege has been claimed, and I should like 
to know by what affidavit they comd claim to see it. 
No case, I submit, has been made out for the produc- 
tion of this document, for it has come to the know- 
ledge of our solicitor in the course of getting up the 
case and is part of our proof. And documents which 
have come into existence in the courise of getting ap 
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a ease are at ways privileged, and ouffht not to h^ 
allowed to be seen by the other sicfo. What wai 
decided in " Pearce v. Foster " was that the merp 
fact that a docament had come into the possession of 
a party's solicitor in getting up a case was no ground 
for its being privileged if it was otherwise a doca« 
ment that ought to be disclosed. But here the docui 
men^s that my friend seeks to see are documents that 
are part of the proof in our case. If my learned 
friend ttiakes a substantive application with regard to 
Land League papers, and moves on affidavit, I shall be 
prepared to meet such application. My learned friend 
has said that I stated that I had certain books of the 
League. I said nothing of the kind. I have not, an<J 
have not seen anything that could be described as i 
book of the Land League. On the contrary, I have to 
regret the total and absolute disappearance of the hooka 
of the League. I respectfully submit there is no ground 
for this application of Sir Charles Russell. Wit^j 
regard to Mr. Reid's application I also submit that my 
clients have fully discharged their duty as to 
discovery. 

Sib C. BussxLL.-^My learned friend has expended • 
great deal of argument on a matter which is comp^ra^ 
tively trivial. All I said about this affidavit wag 
that when privilege is claimed the rules of the Courti 
require that the documents with respect to which 
such privilege is claimed shall be enumerated and not 
generally described, and that has not been done in thii 
case. But with reference to the substance of thiii 
application, I, on the occasion of the preliminary 
meetinif, called attention to this matter. I said* 
* Hera is a caw in which one side prodnces lettei|i 
alleged to be genuine, and which on the other aids 
are denoonced as forgeries. The statement is made 
that these have been brought to The TiTneSf and thai 
its representatives have been imposed on." Surely 
it is of the greatest conseqnence that we should know 

whether these documents that have been produced 
are a selection from a larger number that have been 
imposed on them. Mr. Soames says that he received 
from a persoQ in Am^ica certaiA aocoments which t 
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ilievA are tlic doooments referred to in the Affidavit. 
^at who was this person ? I am not ft^king his name. 
it is admitted that he was an agent of Tlhe Timet in 
j^merioa, acting bond Jlde on their behalf in piirehasing 
or endeavooring to acquire docmnents which they 
beliered to be material to these charges. '* Hie said 
jlMamente were, as I am informed and believe, " sajri 
Mr. Soames, " oaoded to the said person by a maa 
turned Bobeirts,'* and then it is said that they are not 
Delieved to be genuine. Sorely we should see these 
docmnents, coming aa they appear to do from some 
inanixfaotory of forged documents. Can it be said that 
it is not material how many more forged letters there 
lure ? Surely it is most material that the Court should 
have every one of these documents before it, and that 
^ke Timei should help in attaining this object, 
especially as my learned friend is instrueted to express 
kis anxiety and readiness that the whole of the truth 
thould be probed to the very bottom. On mj; learned 
friend's own alle^tic^ that they are forgeries their 
materiality is manifest. Does Mr. Soames suggest that 
they are not material ? If he thoq^ht they were 
not material he would have made no reterence to them 
4t all. If he did not believe they were matwial, 
they would not have found a plaee in the affidavit* 
But they are in the affidavit of documents. 

The ArroBinET-GSNEKAL.— I beg your pardon, Sir 
Charles. Can you refer me to any paragraph in the 
affidavit ? My learned friend is absolutely mism- 
atructed. Tbey have never been referred to eithnr 
directly or indirectly in any affidavit of Mr. Soames 
antil this affidavit made this morning. 

SiB C. BussELL.— Surely my learned friend is mis- 
taken. I am referring to the uBdavit of documents in 
which thev say : — ''We have in our posseasion or 
power the aucnments relating to the mattns in question 
m this Commission set forth m the first sefaedole thereto 
and in the seeond part of the said sebedule. And the 
second part of the said schedule eontains a reference to 
a handle of documents contained in a box which is pro^ 
duoed and marked with the letter A." 

The Attornxt-Gxnsral.— But those letters are not 
in the box. 

Sir C. ItussELL.— What letters ? 

The ATTORN KT-G2EMEiuii.--The letters you are now 
asking to sea. 
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Sib C. Rubsxll,— Well, that makes the eonfosioft 
worne confoaaded. What is in tb« box ?^ Certain^f 
ap to this moment I was under tbo distinct impressioo^ 
a&d I fancy that everybody who has heard the discu^ 
sion was under the impression, that these letters were 
in the box. 

The Fbbsxbxmt,— I have never been under that im« 
isression. 

Ms. Jusnox A. L« Smith.-— Nor I, It never was sof^ 

gested until Mr. Lewis started it, and then came ttLr, 

Soames's answer* 

Bib 0. Bu8SXLL.»I was under that impreseion, but il 
I am wrong the argoment I was using must -co by the 
board. The question still remains for your Lordshipe' 
decision whether these letters are or are not matenaL 
- With regard to the rest of the documents I do not 
quite follow my learned friend's contention. He has 
referred to them in his opening speech, and he can 
scarcely say they are not material. He has refened 
to the letter alleged to have been writteu by Horau in 
Cork to Kenny of the Land League in Dublin. He 
cannot sa^ this is not a material letter. And if it if 
we are entitled to see it. Lastly, let me remind tout 
Lordships that these are all documents said to have 
been in existence as far back as 1881 and 1882, yearsi 
therefore, before the action of ** O'Donnell y. 
-Walter," and years before this Commission. Theso 
are the nroonds on which I submit we are entitled to 
Jhave full discovery. Let me, however, make a sugges- 
tion. We desire — I will not make professions — I will 
leave that to my learned friend — but I would suggest 
to your Lordships that^f you have any doubt about this 
matter, you should yourselves see this bundle of 
documents and these letters and yourselves* examine 
them fully and thoroughly. If there be reasons whici 
operate upon j^onr Lordjmips' minds why we should 
'not have these in the interests of iustioe and truth, we 
will submit to your Lordships' ruling and judgment in 
the matter. But unless there exist in your Lordships' 
minds such reasons as I have refened to, I submit that 
we are entitled to have inspection of such documentp 
pnd copies of them. 

After consultation, 

The Fbesidxkt said,— I think it will be found that I 
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^nade some observations at the preliminaiy meeting fa 
Wtieipfttion of some saeh proposal as this. I onder- 
etand distinctly from yon, Mr. Attorney, tiiat yoa do 
not object to our seeing these letters. 

The Attobkzt-Genebajl.— Yes, my Lord, and moxe 
than that. I am perfectly willing that the whole of 
iheae doeoments and the entire contents of the box 
should be seen by yoor Lordships. 

The Pbbudkmt.^I imderstand« Sir CSiarles* that that 
ifii yonr saggeSticm. 

Sib C. Bussell.— Yes, my Lord. 

The FKKnDSBrT. — I can only say, speaking for myself, 
that I am obliged to oomisel for this suggestion, whidi 
I think will lead to the best settlement of the dis- 
cossion which has arisen. Although, no doubt, it is a 
rezy onerous duty to be imposed upon us, yet we accept 
it. We will ourselves i)erBonally examine the dooa- 
ments fur which privilege has been claimed and which 
are now enclosed in the box. That has only been 
done for the purpose of identification, and whether 
pnmbers are afi&xed to the documents or not it makes 
no difference, if we can be certain as to their identity. 
Then there arises the question of certain other docu- 
ments which it is admitted are not in the box. Your 
f^nsent extends to them also, I suppose ? 

The Attobnsy^Oxnebal. — Certainly. 

The Pbesibent. — Very well ; we will look into the 
documents and we will inform you of the result of our 
investigation. Box A has been put into the hands of the 
Secretary of the Commission. The other docomente 
jpan be put in a box marked B. 

Bib 0, BuBSBLL.— I have now another application to 
make, my Lords — ^namely, an application for further 
particulars. Your Lordships will probably recoUeet that 
this matter was a good deal discussed at the prelimi- 
nary meeting, and an order was made which called 
ppon the defendants to give the best particulars they 
• coold of the cJIjauu^s mA OiUQKatioas ^diich thoyjoio* 
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could the charges and the names of the persons against 
whom the charges were respectively made. I will 
assume that the particulars which have beeor delivered 
are familiar to your Lordships. I gather from wty 
learned friend's opening, so far as it has gone, and 
his reading of a great number of speeches, soma 
delivered by very obscure persons, tbat he alleges fbai 
all the persons scheduled in the affidavit of particolan 
were engaged in a combination^ or organisation, or 
conspiracy, and I gather that he intends to ask yonr 
tiordships to attribute to those persons directly nAme4 
all that was done by any one connected with thiJI 
alleged combination, organization, or conspixa^« 

That is a view which will be contested bv ns when 
the proper time comes for his endeavouring to support 
it by evidence. In addition, I find only two charges 
against partioular individnahi — ^first the charge of 
making certain spteeches, and then the charge againsfi 
Ml, Pamell of havins written the letters already re<i 
f erred to. Now we do not complain of anything in the 
particulars, though we shall have to complain of a 
good deal that is not in them. With the exception of 
the case of Mr. Pamell there is nothing in these parti-* 
culars which will tell any one of the 65 personA 
charged what is the charge against him. !rherefore I 
want to know whether the Attomey-Oenecal allegeH 
that any one of these 65 persons himself incited to oui« 
rage or was a party directly to outrage or a parl^ 
directly to the application of funds for the porposes of 
outrage, or is his case solely based on the genera] 
allegation to which I have referred ? If it is we shall 
know where we are. If it is not, and it is intended 
to be alleged that any person named in the schedule 
was a party beforehaxul or concerted previonsly in 
regard to any outrage, or was guilty of connivance cx 
complicity or was an accessory afterwards to the com* 
mission of crime or outrage, then I say the simple 
rules of justice require that such person should be tol^ 
what that outrage Was. I would direct your Lordshipa 
attention to the curiousphraseology of paragraphs of the 
particulars:— <*It is charged and aUege4i that themembetq 
of ParUAn«a1r mfiotionfid isLthe jtctodnle Jissnsada j^nd^ 



by tibeir act« and conduct led people to believe that 
tbey approved, of resistance to ihe law and the com- 
mUsion of outrage." Your Lordships will obserye 
that the acts and conduct referred to are not acta and 
couduct connected with resistaiiee to the law and with 
outrages, but such acts and conduct as ** led people to 
belieye ** that they approved of such resistance to the 
law and outrages. So again in another paragraph they 
are charged wiUi being parties to payments for certain 
purposes. What payments ? By wnom made, to whom 
made ? I ask for particulars on these x>oints. There 
is one other matter to which I desire to refer. I inti- 
mated to your Lordships on the first dav that it is 
obvious from these particulars that the defendants in 
the case of ** 0*Donnell» v. Walter " have considered 
' that they are not bound to give particulars of the charges 
against ** other persons."! submit that we are entitled 
to such particulars, ebpecially having regard to the line 
taken by the Attorney-General, who, as I gather from 
bis speech, charges all those whose names are scheduled 
with responsibility for the acts of all persons who were 
in any way connected with this allegea eonspiraey. One 
of these persons, possibly the most prominent person, 
Sir, Michael Davitt, who was unquestionably the 
founder of the Land League, is here, and, I believe, 
has an apjJication to make to your Lordships on this 
-point. His name does not appear in the particulars. 
These are the grounds upon which I submit that, in the 
interests of truth and justice, which my learned friend 
80 frequently invokes, we are entitled to further par- 
.ticulars, 

• Mr. Reid. — ^With reference to the other members, 
^elusive of Mr. Pamell, I wish to refer your Lord- 
ships to paragraph 14 of the Particulars of Chaises :— 
** When on certain occasions they considered it politic 
to denounce, and did denounce, certain crimes in 
public, they afterwards made communications to their 
associates and others with the intention of leadiug them 
to believe that such denunciation was not sincere." I 
submit that some further particulars of this allegation 
ought also to be given, so that those whom it affects 
may meet it, 

Mr. Davitt. — I, my Lords, have also an application to 
make. I desire to ask your Lordships for leave to ap- 
pear at this inquiry. In his speech in the case of 
.** 0/I>oimeU V. Walter ** the Attorney-General made 
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serious charges against me whidi I should like to read 
to joar Lordships. 

The ATTORNKy-OBNEKAL.— I have do wish that Mr, 
Davitt should not appear. I see no reason why he 
should not. 

The Prssidkrt.— You are plainly entitled to appear. 

The Attornbt-Osz7SRAL. — ^Leave is requirea, my 
iKnrds, under the Aet. 

The PBESiDBfT^-^Well, you haTe leave to appear,Mr. 
Davitt. 

Mr. Davitt.^-I have also to ask that particulars of 
the charges against me may be delivered. 

The President. — I shall make the same order in 
your case that I did in another. Yon will be put in 
the same position as the clients of Sir Charles Russell. 

Mr. Biggar. — I beg to give notice of a similar appll* 
cation for particulars in regard to myself. It will be 
convenient if I can get to know from the representa- 
tives of The Timet what they charge me with. I am 
charged with being mixed up with certain persons, 

nany of whose names I do not even know, and the 
ioajority of whom I do not know personally. It is only 
fair tlttt I should know which of these 14 charges 
against me the Attorney-General intends to proceed 
with. 

The Attobnby-Gbneral.— Mr. Biggar has put his 
point very clearly, but my answer is that he was repre^ 
aented at the preliminary inquiry by Sir Charles 
Bussell, and an order as to particulars was then made 
which applied to his case. 

The president.— But Mr. Biggar now appears per- 
sonally. 

Sir C. Bussell.-'I stated at the time that I only 
Appeared for Mr. Biggar on that occasion for the pur* 
poses of that occasion only. 

The Attorney-Generax.— Well, Mr. Biggar has 
been dealt with, rightly or wrongly, in the order for 
particulars already made. With regard to the substance 
of this matter, I read on Monday to your Lordships a 
great quantity of matter — I fear I was wearying your 
LordKhips — ^from ** ParnftlHsm and Crime, * and I 
pointed out that the chargers as summarized were the 
charges and allegations made, but that that in no way 
fettered your Lordships' judgment hereafter. Your 
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Lordship said I had made out that I was not going 
beyond the charges made in the action of ^* O^DonnelJ 
V. Walter and Mother." 

The Fbesident. — ^What I intended to convey was this,) 
that you jastified the particulars as representing thd 
charges and allegations referred to in the Act. 

The ATTOENBY-GENBRAL.—Exactlv, my Lord. 

The President.— I did not intend to deal with their 
sufficiency, or whether there were ' other charges that 
did not appear in the particulars. 

The . ATTOBKEY-GENERAii. — Certainly, my Lords. I 

was endeavouring to say that in my own way. Tho 

question is what are the charges of which we propose. 

to give evidence ; and my answer is that they are 

included in our particulars. These charges are charges^ 

of conspiracy— charges of being party to a conspiracy 

with wicked objects and with objects which were 

carried out by means of criminal acts ; and to suggest 

that I am to give particulars of all the acts I am 
going to prove would be to impose on me the task of 
givin|; in detail the evidence that each of my witnesses 
18 gomg to give. An order for discovery was made 
against Mr. Famell, Mr. Biggar, Mr. Harrington, and 
Mr, Justin M'Carthy ; but what was the result ? Why, 
Mr. Famell himself, who was the president of the Land 
Jjeague, stated in his affidavit in replv that he had 
not, and had not had, any documents of the Land 
League except one letter addressed to him by Frank 
Byrne, and dated July 1, 1^80. 
The Fbbsibent.— This is a sort of tu qtioqtte. 
The Attobney-Gbneeal.— No, not quite. My friend 
fcaika for particulars of the overt acts. But my case 
does not depend on overt acts only ; my case depends 
cm the fact of those persons attending at meetings at 
which certain things were determined to be done, and^. 
in consequence of these meetings, certain acts being 
done. It is unreasonable to ask me to give particulars 
of facts many of which are not and cannot be within 
my knowledge. All I know is that certain members of 
the Land League went down to different districts and 
made speeches, and that certain acts followed — we say, 
as a consequence of those speeches. And we say that 
|ill the persons whose names are mentioned in the par- 
jbmlacs furQ.leje^Ujrxeiisoiiaible for what took jilaoe in 
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toBBeqQence oi iUb conspiracy. In regard to {hose 
speeches fall particulars Dave been giyen.All the meet^ 
ings of which we propose to give evidence have been 
specified. 

The Fbbsidbnt.— The attendance at the meeting and 
the date of the meeting ? 

The Attobnby-Gsnkbal.— Tea. 

The Pbbsidbnt.— Well, I imagme the natnre of tbo 
application is that if you have anything else that yoa 
can specify, then you ought to do so. 

The ATT0BNK7-G£irBRAL.— Practically what is asked 
is that I should state the evidence which I intend to 
give in support of my case. Let me take this instance. 
Supposing that at a Land League meeting it was de-* 
termmed that Matthew Harris should be sent as 
organizer to a certain place, and supposing that at that 
particular meeting certain members were present when 
Matthew Harris's report wasreoeived, am I to be asked 
to state which of them were jiarties to the acts that sub* 
seqnently occurred ? Supposing it was a standing order 
of the League that all persons charged with shooting 
at landloras should be defended by Land League 
funds, it is impossible for me to ^ive the names of the 
persons present when that standmg order was passed. 
Then we say that they were parties to and cognisant of 
payment of moneys for the commission of crimen 
and as testimonials and rewards to persons who baa 
been convicted of crimes. I have often mentioned that 
. the fact that moneys were paid would be proved, not 
by proving the particular payments which {jarticular 
individuals knew of, but by proving what was the daily 
practice of the'League.witn which we shall submit these 

Sentlemen were well acquainted. Then, again, we 
ave said that, with knowledge that crimes, outrages, and 
acts of boycotting and intimidation had followed the 
speeches, they expressed no bond fAt disapproval. 

Sib 0. BussBix. — I made no application with regard 
to that. 

The Attobnbt-Gsnibal.— I am pointing out that 
where we could give the particulars we have given 
them. We have fulfilled the onus which is cast upon us. 
and we ought not to be asked to give nartieulars of 
every overt act. My learned friend saia, " We wish 
to know whether we are going to be chained with in- 
citing to orconniving at particular crimes.'^ My charge 
and allegation is this— that you incited and approved 
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of and eotmiTed at a series of orinfes ; no( <me eriiB09 
bat hundreds of crimes. And I ask yoar Lordships^dealing 
with the matter as a system, whether I have not shown 
there was a system, a continuous sjrstem, daring thQ 
years of 1881 and 1882, whereby the decrees of the 
Land League were enforced by the commission of 
crime. All I can say is, ** You connived at every 
one of these crimes,'' and they cannot get ap and say 
these particulars are not sufficient in the middle of mj 
opening. 

BiR C. BtrssxLL.— I made the application at the first 
fitting of the Court. 

The Attobnby-Genbbal.— >! beg my learned friend's 
pardon. He did nothing of the kind. He indicated 
Ibat he had two applications to make, and, mentioning 
one — ^viz. , that for discover;y, asked that it might be 
nostponed to yesterday morning. My charge is not that 
tfr. Faniell knew of the commission of particular 
crimes, that poor Rsfferty was to be carded or that 
another person was to be murdered ; but that he and hia 
friends oa the Land League coounittee were parties 
to the system 1 have described, that thev approved of 
it, allowed it to be carried out, and that even after 
that system had been shown to have these dire effects 
they went on doing the same thing. That is the charsre^ 
and I respectfully submit that unless I am to prove the 
whole of my case on paper in the first instance, unless I 
am to write down the whole of the evidence of each of 
my witnesses, I suhmit that I am not called upon to do 
anything more than I have done, and that your Lord- 
ships ought not to make any further order, Ilightly or 
wrongly The TimeM newspaper has made certain charffet^ 
and your Lordships said the other day, ** We think it 
right that you should indicate in respect of which 
diaries you propose to offer evidence ;" out the duty o( 
!nc[uiring rests with your Lordships and not with Th$ 
Ttme8.U 1 had gone out of this Court your Lordships eould 
not have refused to discharge the duty which the Act tff 
Parliament imposed on you. I desire, however, to put 
before vour Lordships all the facts I can with regard tO 
the matter ; but information comes to us day by day 
with regard to matters of detail, and things which I 
could not have put in particulars l^e day before yester* 
day I might be able to put in now. They are moots 
of the charges made, and unless your Lordships think I 
ought at once to disclose certain special incidents in 
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ifhidi we may be able to show more intimate know- 
ledge on the part of some individuals than others with 
crimes, no further order ought to be made. Take the 
caae of Mr. Pamell. My learned friend has said that 
the only important qnestion with regard to him is 
whether he -^ote the letters attributed to him. 

8iB O. Ru88Ei<L. — I never said so. 

The Attoskby-Gxnbiul.— Or take the case of Mr. 
^eSft Mr. Harrington, or Mr. Harris. I have been 
ope|(ung in detail to yoor Lordships particulars of 
various acts of several of those gentlemen. Is it in 
accordance with what your Lordships intended on^ht 
to be imposed on The Times that they should give 
farther particulars as ^ thev got information from wit^ 
nesses from time to time ? I respectfully submit that 
unless your contention is that justice requires that my 
whole case should be pot on pa)>er before you, I have 
done all that your Lordships intended that I should do. 
I have statea with great particularity the charges I 
make. I have said, *^ Tou, Mr. Famell, did know that 
certain acts followed certain speeches, and yoa 
approved of those speeches." If my learned friend 
ia;i^s, *^ You made charges in ' Pamellism and 
Crime ' which you have not now included in the 
particulars," it does not at all follow that no 
evidence will ultimately be given upon them. Your 
Lordships never intended that the inquiry should be 
limited to those particular instances which we were 
able to give. Yoor Lordships said, ** If you will 
honestly do your work, we will endeavour to do ours," 
and we have intimated in quite the brat wajr we can 
what we do allege. All I am now doing is to lay 
before your Lordships the evidence I propose to tender 
in support of the very specific charges I make. 

Sir €• BnssSLL.—- My Lords, the pith of this mattet 
nky be stated in a sentence. Either my learned 
friend's clients are instructed that there are definite 
sharcres proper to be made against particular in« 
dividuals of acts of incitement to or connivance at 
crime before or after the commission of that crime, 
farther and other than mcro membership in this 
association or conspiracy, or thny are not. If mv 
learned friend says he nas not an^ materials for sucn 
specific allegation, then my application falls to the 
ground. 

Ihe Atiobnby-Qsnxral.— Kothinf^ of the sort* 
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Bib O. Bvssell. — If, on the other hand, he had 
OTidenee in sapport of such specific allegationt then 
Biirel^ the interests of common tnith and justice 
require that we should he told bf the advocate of 
truth And jastice what these charges are and what 
particulars he has of them. Let me giT» an illustra« 
tion. My learned friend referred yesterday to a case, 
the unhappy murder of Mr. Herbert, which occurred 
on March oO, 1882. In his opening my learned friend 
sought to connect that murder with a speech made at 
Knocknaboll in the month of June, 1881. 

The Presidbnt. — Is that speech among the speeches 
referred to in the schedule ? 

8iB G. Russell. — ^No, my Lord, and that is the point 
to which I was going to call attention. It is not 
charged that any member of Parliament was present at 
that meeting, and my learned friend has alleged tiiat 
be is in a position to make definite charges of a 
speoiflo character, otber than membership in this 
organisation, in connexion with that incident. I want 
to know why we are not to know what these charges 
are. Of course I am only referring to matters which 
are now in their knowledge, and not to matters which 
may hereafter be brought to it ; but I know of no 
reason why, in regard to matter which they have now 
in their knowledge, they should not give particulars, 
in order that tiie persons incriminated in this manner 
may have an opportonity of dealing with them fairly 
and fully, by the cross-examination of the witnesses, 
80 as to understand what the position of things really 
is. My learned friend has put it upon me that I have 
said tnat the only important charge against Mr. 
Pamell is that of the letters. I have never said so. 
I have said that is one of the most important charges, 
if not the most important charge in this matter, as, 
indeed, ifc certainly is the only charge that has any 
novelty about it. so far as the other charges go, they 
are a mere reehavif6 of what was published and 
discussed years ago. But that does not relieve this 
Court of the duty, as I would respectfully submit, nor 
mv learned friends of the obligation to take care that 
where there is a definite charge made against any one 
of these 65 members, that charge should be made 
plainly, so that the ]^rty concerned shall have an 
opportunity of meeting it. 

The ATTOBKfiT-UffirBBAL.— Would TOQ look at page 
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22 of tUo prooeedisgB at ilie preliminaiy me9tiDg of 
the Court? 

Sis C. BnssiOiL.-^After that discussion the order 
was made that particulars should be giren ot the 
charges which are respectively made and of the 
charges against each of the persons. There ia notfainff 
Ia these pariieoJars which would show what is charged 
against any one person beyond the f aot that he was a 
member of this organisation. 

After consultation with the other Commissioners, 
The Pbesidbnt said : — The particulars which have 
been given may be said generally to disclose a charge 
of conspiracy to bring about certain ends by illegal 
means, and that 'must be dealt with in the way in 
which charges of conspiracy are usually dealt with. 
It is not necessary that all the details of the overt 
acts should be stated in the particulars. The object 
of particulars is to inform the persons accused of the 
nature of the charge brought against them, in ordei 
that they may be prepared to meet it. We are of 
opinion that these particulars do fulfil the conditiona 
required by the practice of the law in that respect* 
tTndoiibtedly if there be any particular incidents with 
regard to individuals of which information could be 
given other than the general connexion with the organi- 
mtions that have been r^erred to, I must say that I 
think it would be desbable that information up09 
those points should be given, in order that opportunity 
might be afforded for preparing for the cro«-examin»« 
tion of the witnesses ; but in these matters it is imv 
possible to saarch the oonscienees of the people com 
oemed, and I think there is no reason to suggest that 
these particulars have not been drawn with a desire toi. 
give such information as it is in the power of tho 
clients of the Attomey-Qeneral to give at this stage. 
The Attorney-General is opening his case with 
great particularity, and he has indicated the nature 
of the evidence which he proposes to lay before nsu 
Xhere hab jbbecef oroj .Jbeen an OjBBortonity of aeeins 
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Bumy matters which may be met by conn terrafllng erf • 
deDce or by erosfi-examinatlon of the witnesses called 
In support of the statements made. If we see Aiat 
there are points npon which it would be right that tkere 
ihoold be delay in order that Sir Charles BosaelI*a 
^ientc may infonn themselves further than they are at 
iresent informed, we will grant an opportuiity of 
allowing that ; bat there is no reason at this stags of 
the proceedings to require the defendants in the action 
of " O'Domiell y. Walter *' to gire farther particttlari 
than they have already given. 

The ATTORNXT-QxNXBix.— My Lords, as there haa 
been an interlude in my opem'ng^ I should like to 
mention a matter wMch must be fonnaUy brought 
before your Lordships, and that is the question of thi 
expediency of making an order against the Hibernian 
JBsAk for the production of hank-books. The only reasoii 
given by the bank for refusing to produce their books ii 
that eounsel has advised them to decline to do so. I 
propose that an affidavit should be filed of the service 
<$f your Lordships' order on the bank, and I should then 
Mk your Lordships to name a day on which an applioa* 
Hon might be taken. 

The Pbbsidbnt.-— Will it be necessaxy to come to us f 
The ATTOBNET-OBKV&ix.-— In the action of *' O'Don' 
oell V. Walter '* we tiad to go to the Court for the 
JDurpose of getting production, but we did not get it 
Iben. The order was not obeyed. I am afraid if will 
be necessary to come to your ijordships. 
The PBttlDiNT.— If the bank ultimately refuse to 

rduoe their books we shall be obliged to have ree ou rse 
our powers ; but we shall not do that without giving 
iliem an opportunity of appearing here. 

The ArroBXXT-GENBBJLL.— Perhaps the better course 
would be that I should mention the matter formallr^ 
i^nd if the bank do not intend to comply with too 
jjidor . they can be called upon to appear on Monday fit 
Taesclay. Before I resume my opening I have one 
other remark to make, and that is that as Kr. Davitt 
has appeared upon this inquiry, I must atfk him for an 
affidavit of docuaenti* 
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' ^tbe Frbsidxmt signified assent. 

!rie Attoiqiky-Genzral then resamed his opening 

addiess. He said, — Your Lordships will recollect thai 

I had arriyed last night, when the Court adjourned, a| 

the discussion of certain incidents prior to the month 

of Ifiay, 1882. I should indicate to your Lordshipt 

that there are two other letters which passed early in 

1882 which are of importance apart from the ordinary 

question of handwriting — two letters helieyed to be in 

the handwriting of Patrick Egan« One is under dat0 

March 8, 1882 :— 

** Dear Sir,— Your presence in the West is urgently 
asksd for. The thing must be done promptly. Qena. 
npy to address already given you. Yours truly. 
Patbiok Bcuk/' 

I am not able to state at the present time to whom 

that was addressed. The seoond letter is under dat* 

March 11, 1882 :— 

** Dear Sir,— <A8 I understand your letter whicih 
reached me to-day, you cannot act as directed unless I 
forward you money by Monday's post. Well, here i» 
£^ ; more if required. Under existing circumstanoeSy 
what you suggest would not be entertained. I remain^ 
dear Sir, yours truly, Fateiok Eoan,'» 

I do not read the other documents referred to in the 

^urse of the proceedings in " O'Donnell v. Walter ^ 

prior to that date, as I am not able to say they ha?9 

any direct bearing on the matter exoept in regard to 

the question of handwriting. Now I go to a part of 

the case which requires rather careful treatment froni 

me, and which will, in our yiew, form an important 

feature or incident in connexion with this matter. I 

haye many times suggested to your Lordships that I 

•hould submit that there was no doubt of any kind, aov 

eould be any doubt, that Mr. Famell was personally 

acquainted with what was the outcome of the action ai 

ihe Land League, and that ultimately he would not be 

allowed to say that he waii not responsible for what the 

Iiand League had done,and for what the individuals with 
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>vhom Xie was personally connected had done tn^fnr^er- 

snee of the cause of the Land League ; for what had 

been done by such men as Sheridan^ Egan, Harris, 

Qordon, Brennan, Kally, Boyton, Biggar, and others. 

Kow I approach an incident in the case which, i' the 

evidence I shall produce before you be in accordance 

with my instructions, will prove conclusively thai Mr. 

jPamell did know what had been done by Sheiidan, 

iSgan, and Boyton. I mention these three namea not 

for the purpose of suggesting that he did not faiow 

what was done by the others, but because the incident 

j^ which I am about to refer only shows, if it be mscu- 

Cate, specifically that he did know in reference to tkese 

particular individuals ; and that is most important, 

because if the account of what passed between 

Mr. Pamell and the witness I shall call be 

Itne, undoubtedly Sir. Pamell did know t'lat 

Sheridan had been actively and intimately enga^ 

In the promotion of outrages in the We^, 

Ihat Boyton had been engaged in the promotion oC 

outrages in Leinster, and that Egan had been supplying 

lands with which outrages had been promoted, not 

only in those places, but elsewhere. I am sure I shall 
not be misunaerstoodybut I will repeat what I said this 
inoming<^it is no part of my case to susgest that Mr. 
Pamell knew the names of the particular individuals 
to be assaulted or the particular landlord against 
whom an outrage was contemplated, but my ease is 
that he knew that those outrages were necessary as part 
of the s^tem. In the earlj part of 1882 there were 
negotiations between Captam O'Shea and Mr. Pamell. 
^r. Pamell was in Kilmainham, and he and the other 

rK>ns there had a lar^e amount of freedom with r^ard 
communication wtth the outside world. They 
associated together and they had also certain other 
privileges which persons in confinement do not ordinarily 
-Iiav^ They were, of course, not convicted prisoners 
fn any >97»j{/ and it was natural thev should have sueb 
indnlgence. 'in the early part of Anil Mr. Pamell 
was released 01^ parole and went to Paris, in oonaa- 
onenoe dE the d«ath of a nenhew. He did ondoabtedlsra 



on die oeeatfLon of his Journey either to or from Faris^ 
see Captain O'Shea. Subseqaently to that Captain 
O'Sbea went to Kilmainharo for the purpose of having 
a special interview with Mr. Pamell. I think I can 
actoally prove the exact date. Mr. Pamell returned 
to Kilmainham in April, and the day on which Captain 
O'Shea went there was April 27, and he saw Mr. 
Pamell on the next dav. oubsequenUv, on the night 
of May 6 or morning of May 7, whion was the day 
after the Phoenix Park murders, there were further inter- 
views between Captain O'Shea and Mr. Pamell. With 
the ordinary political aspect of this discussion I have 
nothing to do ; I have nothing to do with the ques- 
tion of whether Mr. Pamell was right or wrong in the 
bargain into which he entered ; but it has a direct 
bearing in regard to his position towards the American 
section and bis knowledge of what bad been going on 
in Ireland. The general outline of the discussion had 
reference to the position to be taken up by Mr. Par^ 
nell in regard to the land question in Ireland, and 
while Mr. Parnell did not wish that the question of his 
personal release should be prominently broueht for- 
ward, the fact was that that release and the release of 
others was the basis of the proceedings. The question 
arose as to whether or not Mr. Pamell would be aUe 
to conirol those who were with him in Kilmainham at 
the time and those who were not with him, but witii 
whom he was connected. The Question arose as to 
whether or not a particular line of policy,which would 
cause the land question to assume a dinerent aspect, 
which would be accepted by Mr. Pamell, would be 
aeeepted bv those with whom he was associated, and 
particularly those on the other side of the water-^in 
America ; and the main anxiety on the part of those 
who were negotiating with Mr. Pamell was to put an 
end to those outrages, and the question directly arose 
between Mr. Parnell and Captain O'Sbea as to whether 
or not Mr. Pamell would, and could, assist in the 
putting down of outrages. Before 1 tell vour Lordships 
what Mr. Parnell said, as I am instructed, I ask your 
Lordships to bear in mind what effect this evidence has 
npon what I have already said — ^tbat from 1880 up to 
the time of his being put in prison — a period of 20 
months — Mr. Pamell did not move hand or foot to stop 
the outrages ; neither in writing nor by speech had im 
done one nmgle aot or taken one smgle step which 



irotild haTO tended to pat them down. I thmlr it will 
turn oat that there can be no mistake of reooUeetion iif 
this matter, for it is in writing, and I think it wilt 
appear from what is in writing that the offer of Mr. 
Farneli, in the event of an arrangement being made of 
whieh he could approve, was that he would assist to 
his utmost to put dewn outrage. All I can say is this 
^t seems to me that if as a public man Mr. Pamell 
fould, by adopting that course, do anything to arrest 
fchose outrages, it should have been done long before. 
The offer exists, and the sole use T make of this is to 
ihow what was in the mind of Mr. Pamell. The 
question arose as to whether he could control his com** 
ndes, and thereupon Mr. Pamell said certain of his 
oomrades must not be released, at any rate at present* 
and he stated that among others Thomas Brennan, who 
had been the secretary of the League and intimately 
connected with the Land League doings, must be kept 
out of Lreland or be kept in prison. I shall ask your 
Lordships to draw the conclusion, if that be trae, as to 
the knowledge in Mr. Pamell's breast with regard to 
irhat Thomas Brennan had been connected with, prior 
k) his being imprisoned in Kihnainham. A question 
Hkeu arose as to Michael Davitt. Davitt was in Fort- 
land. There had been no communication! so far as I 
know, between Mr. Davitt and Mr. Pamell, between 
Portland and Kilmainham. It was believed that 

Sliehael Davitt would be strongly opposed to the with- 
rawal of the ** no-rent " manifesto. He had been 
no party to it, but it was believed that there might bo 
ft difficult;^ in getting bis assent to some part of the 
polie]^ wmchMr. Pamell was prepared to advocate. Tho 

Soestion arose as to how Michaol Davitt was to be 
ealt with. Mr. Pamell then stated he considered ii 
essential that Davitt should be let out, and probably, 
from what one now sees and looking to Davitt's in^ 
fluenee, Mr. Pamell was right. He did ask that Davitt's 
release should be postponed until Mr. Dillon and Mr. 
Pamell had had an opportunity of seeing him ; and» 
as I shall tell your Lorowips presently, that course waa 
adopted, for Michael Davitt was not released from Port- 
land until May 6, the dav of the Phcenix Park murders. 
The question arose as to how they were to stop those 
outrages. The burning question which was recognized 
at that time by the Government of the day as that of 
the greatest importance, so far as the statement I am 
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pot^g before vour Lordships is concerned, was how to 

Kt an end to this horrible system of outrage, and Mr. 
rnell stated distinctly that he had erory con* 
fidence — a confidence shared by those who vrere act- 
ing with him— that the exertions they wonld be able to 
make would be sufficient to enable them to stop those 
outrages. If it be true that Mr. Pamell had n6 know^ 
ledge of these outrages, what was the good of any such 
suggestions or any such course being proposed? My Lordi, 
Ihe matter does not stop there. The question then arose 
as to who and what would be the best persons and 
means for putting an end to the ontrases, «r hereupon 
Mr. Pamell Mid that Sheridan must be allowed to come 
back. Bheridan was at that time out of Ireland, owing 
to some proceedings — a warrant or something of that 
kind (it will be jvoved what it was) had been taken 
out against him and he could not return. Mr. Pamell 
said Sheridan must be allowed to return ; he also said 
that Boyton — mentioning his influence and the sphere of 
his influence, Leinster — must be allowed to be at large, 
and would be useful for the purpose of patting down 
those outrages, and he stated the districts in which 
Bheridan's and Boyton's influence would be useful, and 
he also referred to Blgan. The question then arose in 
most anxious conyersatiou between Mr. Pamell and 
Oa^tain O'Shea as to whether or not Mr. Pamell was 
satisfied that he would be able to control those men 




able to control them. In other words, that his influence 
over them was such that they would be willing to 
abandon the poHcy thoT had been previously pursuing 
snd to adopt a policy m accordance with the views of 
BIr. Pamell at that time. Of course, lam only indicating 
tbe evidence which, according to my instructions, I 
libtiXi be able to lay before your Lordships. If it be 
trae, there is an end of any suggestion that Mr. 
Pamell was not cognizant of what Sheridan, Boyton, 
and Egan were doing. I am dealing with 1882, when 
it was the interest of Mr. Famefl to make such an 
arrangement as would enable him to be in accord witb 
^e Government of the day. Of coarse, if he mad« 
this arrangement he would be able to leave Kilmain- 
ham, and, although he repeated more than once he was 
very aazioofl that his personal release should not be 
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promiaently pat forward, it "was one of tbe mauen 
with regaid to which he was very naturally anzioiB. 
The fact that outrages had been carried on as a mattei 
<^ system fonned the subject of most anxions disciis-< 
•ion, and all I can say in parting from this part of the 
case is that the importance of the matter cannot be 
exaggerated. If the documents which will be produced 
are genuine — and I do not at present understand why 
fhey should be alleged to be other than genuine if the 
account of Captain O'Shea is accurate — there cazmot 
be the slightest doubt in your Lordships' minds thai 
Mr. Pamell was fully acquainted with the circum-* 
stances under which Sheridan, £gan, and Boyton had 
been working. A very important matter in that con- 
nexion was the statement made that some members 
should not be released — ^that^ some persons in EJlmain- 
bam ought to be still kept in confinement, and among 
those Brennan, the secretary of thd Land League. In 
accordance with the arrangement, Mr. Pamell was 
released from Kilmainham together with Mr. Dillon 
and others. I mentioned that Mr. Pamell had stipulate 
that he should see Davitt, and he and Mr. Dillon went 
down to Portland and had an interview of one or two 
hours w^th Mr. Davitt on the day of his release. I am 
not able to say what passed, but so far as we can judge 
from the public utterances of Mr. Davitt after wardist 
he was very much opposed indeed to the policy which 
Mr. Pamell had at that time initiated, very much 
opposed to anything which would be a step in the 
direction of conciliation between the English Govern- 
ment and the Irish party. Davitt never made any 
secret of his principles ; from beginning to end they have 
been absolutelv opposed to any recognition of land- 
lords or English government in regard to Ireland. At 
that time there undoubtedly was, if hia public utters- 
ances are to be relied upon, some hesitation on 
Davitt's part in accepting the view put forward hy 
Mr. Pamell. A difficulty arose with regard to the 
withdrawal of the prohibition of the presence of 
Bheridan in Ireland, and at the request of Mr. Pamell, 
Captain O'Shea went to Sir W. Harcourt with refer- 
ence to Sheridan's arrest. I am, of coarse, not in a 
position to state what passed between Captain O'Shea 
and Sir W. Harcourt, but Captain O'Shea came back 
to Mr. Pamell and told him of the difficulties; where-* 
iggpon JHU, ^«meU told him at oace that if Shendan was 
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not allowed to come back very great difficulties 
indeed would arise, and he was afraid he would not be 
able to communicate with Sheridan, and I think ho 
went off, and on coming back said he had seen Mr* 
O'Kelly or some other gentleman who could commi}* 
nicate with him. Practically speaking, I have su0- 
ciently put before you the outline of what I am pre* 
pared to prove with reference to Mr. Famell's 
part in conneidon with what has been called the 
*' Kilmainham Treaty." Its importance, from oux 
point of view, is simply this — that it shows the 
knowledge which Mr. Pamell hsd as to what had been 
the work of the organization before ; and, further, it 
shows a promise on the part of Mr. Pamell to do 
his utmost to put down outrage. If Mr. Pamell 
was in a position to put down outrage I cannot nelp 
repeating ike question — ^Why was it he had not done his 
utmost to nut down outrage before ? And if it be 
alleged by nis counsel or by Mr. Pamell that he did 
his utmost to put down outrage before, respeetfully I 
ask, and I shall ask Mr. Pamell in the box, what 
steps he did take to put down outrages prior to 
May 6, 1882 ? On that day occurred the terrible 
tragedy in Phoeniz Park. It is no part of my case to 
suggest, nor do I propose to give any evidence to sug-^ 

fest, that prior to the Phoaniz Park murders Mr. 
'amell had any knowledge of any such murder being 
contemplated. It will be part of my case that he sent 
a letter respecting the Phoenix Park murders, and it 
will be my object to show Ihat the necessities of the 
position of Mr. Pamell at that time undoubtedly 
placed him in a difficulty, and made it not only 
probable, but almost neoessarfr, that some such step 
should bo taken as the making of a statement or 
writing some such letter as was written respecting 
the murders. He was engaged in the promotion of a 
system of which outrage was of necessity the out* 
come. In the particular position in which he was 
then placed such an occurrence was about the worsfc 
thing that could possibly hapiien from his point of 
view. It 80 aroused public excitement that the carry-* 
ing out of the previously arranged plan became almost 
an impossibility. The occurrence of tiiat horrible 
tragedy <m May 6 put Mr. Pamell in the greatest 
dimculty. On the night of the <$th or morning of tiie 
7th Captain O'Shea lUEaizi saw Mr. Pamell. and the 
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events Ihat had occtured rendered that dlscaision of a 
ciharacter not likely to be forgotten. There are also 
circumstances in connexion with it and what was 
actaally occurring which will enable vour Lordships to 
determine on which side truth rests,ii there be, as I do 
not antioifAte there is to be, any serious difference of 
testimony in regard to that matter. On the day after 
the murder the manifesto signed by Mr. Pameil, lLr» 
2)syitt, and Mr. Dillon was issued : — 

'' To the People of Irelaiid.--On the ere of what 
■eemed a bright future for our conntrr, that evil 
destiny which nas apparently ponued us for oentoriea 
has struck another blow at our hopes, which cannot be 
exaggerated in its disastrous cooBequences. In thia 
honr^of sorrowful gloom we Tenture to give an ex* 
pression of our profoondest sympathy with the people 
of Ireland in the calamity that has befallen our cause 
through a horrible deed, and to those who had deter- 
minea at the last hour that a policy of conciliation 
should supplant that of teiTorism and national distrust." 
My Lords, the '* policy of conciliation " supplanting 
** that of terrorism and national distrust " undoubtedly 
Teferred to the policy which Mr. Pamell hoped to 
terry out by means of the arrangements he had been 
making. 

" We earnestly hope that the attitude and action of 
the whole Irish people will show the world that assas* 
stnation such as has startled us almost to the abandon- 
tment of hope for our country's future is deeply aod 
religiously abhorrent to their every Jfeeling and in* 
ttinct. We appeal to you tu show bv every manner of 
expression Uum almost universal feeling of horror 
which this assassination has excited. No people feels 
fo intense a detestation of its atrocity, or so deep a 
qrmpathy for those whose hearts most be seared by it| 
ipi the nation upon whose prospects and reviving hopes 
it may ^itail consequences more ruinous thui have 
fallen to the lot of unhappy Ireland during the present 
generation. We feel that no act has ever been peipe* 
trated in our country during the exciting struggles for 
social and political rights of the past 50 years that 
has so stained the name of hospitable Ireland as this 
cowardly and unprovoked assassination of a friendly 
stranger, And that until the mnrderers of Loid 
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Froderick Cavendish and Mr. Burke are bronght to 
justice that stain will sully our country's name. 

** Chables S. Pabmxll* 
" John Duxok. 
•* MicHAXL DAvrrr." 
Uj Lords, it will be proved bv Captain O'Shea that 
2fr. Purnell objected to sign that document, and only 
signed it under the necessities of the caae ana 
objecting to its terms. For reasons that will very 
clearly appear, it undoubtedly pit him in very great 
peril. It will appear before your Lordships in the 
course of this case that the relations between Mr. 
Pamell and the extreme party in America were rery 
intimate, and that there had been from the year 
1879-80 down to 1882 the working with a common pur- 
pose—namely, the separation of Lreland from England 
as the only means of binding together the eztrtone 
section with the more moderate section ; and as I 
st&ted on the first day, and as I shall, I trust, be ablo 
to prove before your Lordshins by public utterances, 
it was that arrangement, and that only, that secured 
for the Irish LanaLeague the support of the American 
money, which could not be got except from persons 
who subacribed with a view to rooting out landlorda 
and the complete sej^ation of Ireland from England ; 
and the terms on which that support waa eiven practi- 
cally involved the consideration that the objects <3f 
the associates should be the same. Mr. FamelL 
tiierefore, could not sign that statement, nor could 
be make the statement which he did afterwards mako 
in Parliament, without very great personal danger. 
Inhere is not the slightest doubt, and ft will be proved 
by Captain O'Shea, that Mr. Pamell was himself la 
personal peril, that he applied for police protection,and 
was ezceedinglv anxious with regard to his personal 
safety. That there were eircumstances which mi^ht 
lead Mr. PameU to consider himself in danger I think 
I shall be able to satisfy your Lordships when you know 
what were the relations existing at this time between 
the various sections of the organisation to which I 
have referred. Subsequently to the issue of the 
manifesto and the occurrence of the Phcenlx Park 
assassinations some question arose as to what steps 
should be taken to discover the murderers. Whereupon 
Egan, the Land League treasurer, threatened to resign 
if any of the Land Leajinie funds should be voted for a 



reward for the discoyery of fbe marderer9« ^Ehat^ upon 
mv instrnetions, will be placed beyond all doubt by a 
telegram sent by Egan himself, and I submit that if 
this incident be true it shows how severe was the 

Sessure put upon Mr. PameU by the course of events, 
ere was Mr. Pamell professing in England that the 
stain would never be removed &um Ireland until the 
murderers should have been discovered, while Egan, 
the treasurer of the League, is threatening to resign if 
any money is set apart out of the funds of the League 
for the purpose of rewarding those who shocdd discover 
the assassins. It will appear in the course of this 
inquiry that certain persons by no means always spoke 
of this horrible tragedy as a murder, that it has been 
regarded as one of the victories of the extreme party, 
and that the men who have so regarded it have from 
time to time been in very close connexion with the 
representatives of Mr. Pamell. Of course, no man is 
responsible for all the views that may be held by every 
person with whom he comes in contact. At the same 
time, if it be correct that the views to which I liave 
referred have been held by Egan and the party with 
whom he is now associated, it will show your Lord- 
ships the extreme probability, I might say the 
necessity, of the position then ta^en uj) by Egan that 
he would not consent that a contribution should be 
made out of the funds of the League to a reward for 
the detection of the murderers. On May 8 Mr. Pamell 
made a speech in Parliament denouncing the murders, 
and there is no doabt, if the letter of May 15 was 
signed by Mr. Pamell, that it was written in reply to 
remonstrances as to the course which he had taken, 
coming from members of the extreme party. Let 
me pause to consider the difficulty of Mr. PameH's 
position and the necessity of some such action on his 
part as the writing of tnat letter. The case which I 
nave to present to your Lordshijps is that the extreme 

Earty did not regard the murders in the Phoenix Park as 
eing acts of wicKHdness or acts of which they should ex- 
press disapproval. On subsequent dates in America there 
have actually been celebrations of the anniversary of the 
tragedy. The parljin America not only did not disapprove 
it, but approved it. In addition to other circumstances 
it led to the institution of the " Martyrs' Fund," which 
was a fund for subsidizing the families of men who had 
died upon the scaffold* I mar mention that no tsdsonar 
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who had pleaded guilty and no person who had given 
evidence could participate in the ftuid. All these 
things being taken into consideration, it Is impossible 
to exaggerate the dii£calties in which Mr. Famellwas 
placed. Bis organization had been receiving thoasands 
and thousands — nay, tens of thousands — of pounds from 
Americdt with the clear and distinct understanding that 
the object for which the joint organization was to 
work was total separation, and that the object was to 
be attained by any convenient means.' I have no doubt 
t^t Mr. Farnell may have deeply regretted the con- 
nexion that did exist between tne organization in Ire* 
land and the organization in America, but there it 
was, and he had to act accordingly. Your Lordships 
are aware that it is said that on May 16 Mr. Farnell 
wrote the letter which I will ahortly read. When ] 
have read it I shall say one or two words npon a 
subject to which I referred last nights— namely, the 
question of ita being genuine or not* The lettex 
runs :— 

" 15^83. 
'* Dear Sir, — I am not surprised at your friend's 
anger, but he and you should know that to denounce 
the murders was the only course open to us. To do 
that promjjtly was plainly our best policy. But you 
can tell him and all others concerned that, though I 
regret the accident of Lord F. Cavendish's death,I can- 
not refuse to admit that Burke got no more than his 
deserts. You are at liberty to show him this and 
others whom you can trust also^ but let not my 
address be known. He can write to House of 
Commons. " Yours very truly, 

** Chas. S. Parnill." 

Your Lordships will note that the words ** the only 
course " were originaUy written instead of the words 
** our best policy." The words are erased. I would 
rather not indicate at jporeaent the argument that I 
shall base upon that, bat it is right that I should draw 
(Uttention to it. 

The Pbesidsnt. — ^Hava you any photographs of thi9 
document ? 

The Attorney-Genebal.— My learned friend at the 
preliminary sitting suggested that the method according 
to which facsimile copies had been taken would not 
be likely to suit his porpose. The Qxigjaoala hsiTfi kbcb 
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been iospected hj Mr, Famell, Mr. Campbell, and 
possibly by others. 

Sib C. ficrsssLL.— We are anxious to have photo- 
graphs. 

l^e PfiBSiBKNT. — ^I stated that if printing in 
facsimile shoold not be thooght suiEcient, photographs 
would haye to be taken. 

8iR C. BUSSXLL. — ^We haye written seyeral times 
asking that photographs should be taken. We do not 
think the other method sufficient. 

The ATTOBNST-O2ENERAI1.— Tour Lordships will see 
the original. 

The Fbxsident.— I can then form an opinion as to 
lihe necessity of haying it photographed. 

Sir C. BtrsssLL. — I have not seen the original, and 
oannot form an opinion. 

The Attobnby-Ozneral.— Ton will not be allowed 
to form and express an opinion. Sir Charles. 

Sib C. Bubsxix. — Surely I can form an opinion for 
myself. 

The original document haying been shown to the 
President, 

The ArroBinEf'GxNiERAL continued : — Our alle^tion 
is that the body of the letter is in the handwriting of 
Ikfr. Campbell, who undoubtedly did write many letters 
for Mr. Pamell. I shall submit many specimens of 
CampbelVs handwriting, and draw your attention to its 
peculiarities. Your Lordships will not expect me to 
deal at present with those peculiarities, but I do think 
\t right to state now one matter in connexion with the 
itatements of Mr. Pari^U with respect to this letter. 
It will be preyed before you that the first statement 
which he made, when he had seen the facsimile, was 
fliat the signature was not at all like his, and that 
he had neyer used such a si^;natnre. He said that 
the initial letter was formed m a way whidi he had 
neyer adopfced, and there were 'a number of other 
minute crtticiBms relating to the presence or absence 
of particular strokes and terminations. The letter was 
puuished on April 18, 1887. Your Lordships will find 
some of Mr. FamelPs obseryations respecting it printed 
on page 230 of the Blue-book. The Timet immediately 
replied, calling attention to the fact that tbey 
possessed undoubtedly contemporaneous signatures of 
J0S. FameU's in which would be found the particular 
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' featoros to which he had called »t1ention in' hts criti- 
cisms. But there ia another matter of even greater 
importance. It will be proved that after the produc- 
tion of the letter during the trial of ** O'Donnell v. 
Walter " Mr. Pamell a^ain made a statement. Ho 
said, having seen the facsimile again, that it was a 
facsimile of a signature which he used to write up to 
the end of the year 1879 and which he then purposely 
ceased to use. I shall have to call attention \o tho 
difference between these statements. They seem to 
me to afford some ground for eritlcism whenever the 
question whether the signature ia genuine or forged 
may oome to be considered. It Mr. PamelVa 
second explanation should be repeated before 
your Lordsnips, I shall produce undoubtedly genuine 
signatures written long after the date when 
this particular form of signature is said by him 
to have been abandoned for a definite reason ; 
and it will be found that they contain the characteristie 
features which are found in the original form. I 
can understand the almost paramount necessity that 
Mr. Parnell should write such a letter, having regard 
to the position in which he was placed. There was a 
large section of malcontents who did regard the 
removal of any Irish official as being merely an act 
of warfare. A number of persons urged that a^y 
Englishman who went to Ireleuod to take office was a 
person who most be removed by the means which had 
been employed against Lord F. Cavendish and Mr^ 
Burke, lliere are two other letters to which I think 
I ought here to call attentioo. I do not know whethev 
your Lordships will care to see them. 

The President.— Are they to be photographed ? 

&IB C. BusssLL.— We desire that photographs should 
be taken of them. 

The PiucBipSNT.— Then undoubtedly you may have 
them. I gave that direction before. 

The Attobkbt-Oenxbal.— Two other lettera were 
written on June 16^ 1882. Both are alleged by my 
learned friend's client to be forgeries. I will read 
them : — 

<' Dear Sir^I am sore you will feel that I could 
not appear in Parliament in the face of this thing 
unless I condemned it. Our position there is alwayit 
difficult to maintain. It would be nntenable bat foir 
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the eoonte we took. That is the tmth. I can ga^ 
no more. •* Tours very truly, 

** CbUlS 8. Pabnsll." 

^* Dear Sir, — I shall always be anxious to have the 
good will of your friends, but why do they impugn n)y 
motives ? I could not consent to the conditions they 
would impose, but I accept the entire responsibility for 
what we have done. ** Yours very truly, 

" CiUB. S. Pabnkll." 

We say that the bodies of these letters are in the 
handwriting of Campbell. No one can maintain tluit 
the letters are unreasonable or unnatural. Bemon- 
strances by an extreme section, saying, " We require 
vou to do " such or such a thing would naturally 
be met by some such replies. I will ask your Lordships 
to look at the signatures. My only comment upon 
them at present will be this, that if they are forgeries 
it is about the clumsiest thine that was ever done, and 
the former must have been aoout as foolish a man as 
can be imagined. Your Lordships will probably have 
some information as to the condition of Mr. Parnell's 
health at this time and evidence relating to the features 
of the handwriting as affected by his state of health. 
But I shall submit that it by no means detracts from 
the probabilil^ that the signatures are genuine that 
there are in them certain cnaracteristics which differ 
from those in the preceding signatures. If these 
letters had been the work oi a skilful forger many 
things would be found in them which are absent and 
certain things which are present would be abseiut. I 
wish to bring home to your mind that in the very difficult 
position in which Mr. Pameli was placed it was essen- 
tial that some such letters should be written. He was 
of course responsible for the difficulties of that position, 
assuming that they were to a great extent of nis own 
creation. What we must do is to consider what light 
that responsibility throws upon the probabilities of the 
case. I said a word or two yesterday as to my hope and 
expectation that the whole history of these letters 
would be disclosed before vour Lordships. As far as 
we can undertake this shall be done, and the names of 
the persons from whom the letters were obtained shall 
be placed before you, assuming that it is possible for 
us to ondertftke to j^ace them befoce jcoa* 



"CbdTBSSlDXNT.— What is the meaning of ibat limxta^ 
tion? 

The ATTOBNEY-GBKiEBAL.—My nezt sentence wonld 
bare contained the necessary explanation. At the time 
when the letters were obtamed certain pledges 
were given with regard to non-disclosure D)r the 
persons to whom the documents were committed. 
it may have been for good reasons or for bad reasons^ 
bat the pledges were given. Seridns personal danger 
was apprehended, and tbat danger is not yet believed 
to have ceased to exist. Bat my clients are in hopes 
that the pledges given will be cancelled, and that tney 
will have a perfectly free hand with reference to the 
persons from whom the letters were obtained. As far 
as they can they will endeavoar to make it certain that 
yoar liordshlps shall have full information as to the 
costody from which these letters came, and as to the 




pledges which had been given had been cancelled. ^ The 
Times had given such pledges that, cost what it might, 
they coald not go bacK apon them. But now my clients 
have been partlv released from these pledges, and 
possibly before tne end of these proceedings they will 
be released still farther. I have never detracted from 
«the importance of this part of the case. I have never 
suggested that it was not a matter to be inquired into, 
because, if genuine, these letters are a clear proof of 
knowledge ; but, as I have said many times in the 
course of the last two days,it affects Mr. Pamell alone. 
It does not affect Mr. Biggar, or Harris, or any of the 
others whose names have oeen given, and it does not 
in any way relieve Mr. Pamell from the responsi- 
bility which rests upon him of disproving the con- 
nexion which we allege existed between him and the 
organization which I nave described. Your Lordships 
will understand with what object a short time ago my 
learned friend made the observation that my address 
was a mere richauff4, I need not tell your Lordships 
that such a suggestion will not deter me from pnttii^ 
before you any part of the evidence which I think 
necessary to establish my ease. But this I do say ; 
whetber the eharge has ever been made before or not, 
it has never been investigated before a legal tribunal, 
fUDd it i0 gn 9fiOQUD% ot ik9 gjayriisf pf the chari^e thfti 



Parliameut has thought it necessary that it should be 
investigated. It may be easy to sneer at a charge and 
to call it a rSchavjfi, but the question is whether it 
Is true or not^and I think that if f succeed in establi<!ih- 
ing the connexion of a number of these persons with 
outrages, your Lordships will not look upon the charge 
as less grave because the counsel for the other parties 
to the proceedings call it a r6chavff6. 1 am 
goiuK to argue presently that Mr. Pamell and his 
associates, after naving been distinctly charged with 
the consequences of the acts to which I have alluded^ 
continued for months and years the same conduct, 
leading to the same fearful and awful consequences. 
By the courtesy of my learned friends, Sir C. 
Kussell and Mr. Asqaith, I desire to correct a mistake 
I made yesterday. I stated iu the proceedings of 
** O'Donnell v. Walter *' I had not been instructed to 

' flay Mr. Campbell was in Paris at the time the second 
letter was written by Egan to Carey, and that only came 
to my knowledge afterwards. I find, my JLords, I was 
in error. At page 96 of the Blue-book I find I did 
state that Mr. Campbell was in Paris. Butwhat I ought 
to have said was that the admission that Mr. Campbell 
was in Paris had been made after the trial, for it was 
after the trial that Mr. Parnell, in a public statement 
which he made when he thought that we had alleged 
that the body of the January letter had been written by 
51r. CampbelL said that could not be the case, because 
at the end of Januarv, 1881, Mr. Campbell was in 
Paris ; and I had coufused in my mind the fact that 
JIMCr. Pamwll had admitted that Mr. Campbell was in 
Faris and that he was in Paris. 
The Pbesiuknt.— -What is the coirection ? 
The Attokney-Genekal. — I yesterday stated, my 
Lords, in referring to the second letter written by Egan 
to Carey, that the body was in Campbell's handwriting, 
and that in opening ** O'Donnell v. Walter '* I was not 
instructed that Campbell was iu Paris at that time. I 
bad been instructed that Campbell was there at that! 
time, but no admission had been made. One of the 
matters I now wish to refer to is the position of a paper 
called United Ireland. I do not know whether it ia 
going to be suggested that Mr. Pamell, or the great 
majority of the gentlemen whose names are included, 
are not responsible for the utteranoes of United IreUiTuL 

' Bat I prefer to make my statement complete with 
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MMpect to that. I told your Lordtbips that Uniied 
Ireland wa« started in the month of July, 1881. It was 
started, practically speaking, by the purohasinff up and 
amalgamation of three papers — ^the Shamrocktthe Irish" 
nan, and the Flag of Irdand ; and it was started by 
Blr. William O'Brien, one of those charged, and he 
edited it, and I think it will tarn out that he edited 
it from Kilmainham. It was pablished in Paris ; bat 
I think it will turn out that a great deal of the matter 
|Niblished was actnally written by him at the time he 
Was in Kilmainham. This is a matter in which we 
iMiy that the knowledge, oompIioitT, and connivance 
of these gentlemen deserves careful consideration. 
On the 30th of Jaljr, 1881, Mr. William O'Brien pub- 
li^ed a letter of his own and a letter from mr» 
Parnell. This was the letter from Mr. Farnell : — 
** House of Commons, London, July 30, '81. 

" Dear 8ir,^I have become aware that a company 
has been formed for the porpose, among other objects, 
of starting a penny weekly national newspaper, which 
will aim at representing in a thorough and aetermined 
manner the spirit of agrarian, industrial, and national 
lelf -reliance which is now abroad in Icelaod.'' A very 
nice name to give the condition of things in Ireland ; 
I think Mr. Parnell is to be complimented on the choice 
of his phraseology. ** The paper will be called United 
JreUmdt and its management has been undertaken by 
Mr. William O'Brien, whose character as an Irish 
loumalist, and whose experience as Special Land Com* 
missioner for the Freeman's Journal, pecuiiarlv recooH 
toend the new journal to the favour of the Irish 
National Land League, and of all^ our countrymen 
who look to the development of native industry and 
the consolidation of the Irish nation. I have no hesita- 
iion in saying that, individoall:^, I regard the pablica* 
iion of Uniied Ireland as an important gain to ont 
eanse, and without nrejudice to any other national 
Jonmal, I should be glad to see oar friends throagh the 
6oantry exerting themselves to place the new onder' 
iaking fairly before the public. 

<< I am, dear Sir, years truly, 

** Chas. S. PA.RN]eLr.b 

'* To the Hon. Secty., Branch, I.N.L.L." 
Voor Lordships will have a great deal of evidenoe 
before you an to some of Ihc paragraphs published and 
of the matters that were written in United Ireland, Tbt, 
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letter from Mr. O'Brien, my Lords, was in thes^ 
ienns : — 

** Office of United Ireland, 33, Lower Abbey- 
street, Dublin, August 2Dd, 1881. 
*' Dear Sir, — ^Mr. Famell's letter, which yoa will 
receive herewith, explains the grounds upon which he 
asks your assistance, and the assistance of your branch* 
in securing a good start for the new national penny 
weekly newspaper. United Ireland, the fl^t number ot 
which will appear on Saturday, 13th of August next. 
You can render material assistazioe towards its sac* 
cess : — 

"1. By appointing a reliable agent in any district 
where the Irishman has not at present an agent, and 
seeing that the posters, which will be sent to you by 
Friday's post, are placarded extensively through your 
district. 

"2. By forwarding to the office of Untied Irdandf 
weekly, a snocinct report of the proceedings of your 
branch. I enclose specimen of the sort of thing 
required. 

'* 3. (As to branches in cities and towns.) We intend 
to publish in our advertising columns weekly, under the 
head of * The Trade Directory of the People,' a list of 
traders in all the cities and country towns of Ireland 
who seek the patronage of the people. The names will 
be attractive^ set forth (as m enclosed specimen) 
imder the head of the county and town they belong to, 
or, at the option of advertisers, in the general list, 
Tmders will thus be sure of having their names con<« 
stantlv under the ^es of the people to whom they must 
look for business. In order that * The Trade Directory 
of the People ' may become so full as to include the 
name of every trader desirous of popular support, and 
00 f oim a link in the chain of popular organization, we 
propose to insert such names and addresses as are now 
rorwaided by the seoretaries of the local branches at 
extremely moderate prices for long periods ; but, a^ 
our advertising space will be limited, we must reserve 
the power of charging higher rates for names subse- 
quently received. I enclose slip explaining our rate of 
cnarges. May I beg you will to good enough to coUect 
as many adv^isements of this class as your branch may 
be able to furnish, and forward them to the office of 

VnikAirtkaniA .33^ Jmuq/s Ab11>Qr0teeeU Dabliii«.ftt jtoup 



rfuy eameflv oonrenience, so as to be in timd' for pub* 
lieation in the first number ? ' 

'* Yoor obedient servant, 

*• William O'Beikn." 

My object in quotinff that letter is to show that Mr* 
William O'Brien and Mr. Pamell were intiinately con- 
nected with United Ireland, and that it will be fonnd 
to be connected with the Land Leagne. I onght to 
have stated that it was owned largely by Mr. Pamell. 
I have a statefaent as to the number of the share* 
holders in it. I think nearly all the capital was 
owned by Egan, Mr. Pamell, and some small share by 
Mr. William O'Brien. I think it will appear that they 
ovrned that as trustees also, that it was Land League 
money that was running United Ireland. But what I 
mention this for is mainly to show how United Ireland 
ahd the writers in it, for which and for whom Mr. 
O'Brien was responsible, treated the conduct to whicli 
I have been referring. 

At this point the Court adjoomed for luncheon. On 
its reassembling, 

The ATTORNET-GENEBiLL continued,— My Lords, 
when your Lordships adjourned, I had spoken of the 
position of United Ireland in connexion with the Irish 
party. I now wish to summarize what I shall be able 
to prove from the columns of United Ireland itself. In 
the first place, from beginning to end, the action that 
was going on under the Land League was called " The 
Campaign," the outrages were called " Incidents of the 
Campaign," and a very large portion of space was de« 
voted to reports of what was happening at the local 
League meetings, and to incidents in connexion with 
evictions, without one single word of other comment 
against them. An endeavour to tar and half drown a 
bailiff was called ** Bathing a bailiff." An account of 
moonlighting and persons approaching a place and being 
shot at was called ** An escape," and week by wees 
the details of the outrages were put down, stating what 
had happened, and as far as I know, my Lords, neithec 
by any expression of opinion in the paper, by any referx 
ence to any of those outrages in any articles, was there 
the slightest syllable which would lead people to sup* 
pose that the publishers, the writers, and tne proprietors 
of United Ireland disapproved of tkem, and side Iflr 

r 
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Slide with them speeches were rex>orted which were 
practically inciting to the same conduct. I am not 
cping to read any of these, hat it happened that on 
the 8th of Octoher, 1881, in United Ireland there is a 
long report of the campaign : — 

* *| Running for his Lite.— A bailiff who some days ago 
arrived at Cranavone, Cahier, to serve writs on Lord 

^Waterford's property, had to run for his life." 

** Insisting on a Kight. — On Sunday night, when the 
,'Athy band returned from the Castle Dermott meeting, 

* they proceeded through the town followed by thousand 
cheering and groaning for the police. The band refused 
to cease playing when the police attempted to take 
away the staff and drums. The crowd surrounded them, 
and the police were struck and severely kicked, llie 
band continfied to play through the princijuil streets, 
followed by thoosanas shouting and groaning the 

'doIicu ** 

* ** The Holy War.— Mr. Patrick Egan, treasurer of the 
Irish Land League, telegraphed to Father Sheehy con- 

'gratulating him on his release, and hoping he may long 
be spared to help on the holy war against Saxon rule.'^ 
That was Eugene Sheehy, who had made some of the 

'most violent speeches. 

** A Land-grabber Confounded. —A man named 
Dempsey, who had taken a derelict farm near Clara, 
had employed men to save his hay. Several' 
hundreds of people collected and scattered the party la 
all directions." 

** Captain Moonlight.—In the town of Scariff 

'. notices signed Captain Moonlight, containing threats 
against any person that would dare speak to the 
police or supply them with necessaries, had been 
nosted." 

I have only picked some half-dozen out of 20 
or 30 notices of the kind, and that is in one number. 
There happens to be a speech of Mr. Pameirs in the 
same number of United Ireland, the 8th of October, 
1881 :— 
•• Mr. Pamell in Mallow.— Mr. Pamell, address- 

I in^ the people from the balcony in front of the hotel, 
said : — People of Mallow, — I came here to-night for the 

; purpose of investigating the case of an evicted tenant 
very close to Mallow, in order to obtain for that 

. tenant the opportunity of availing himself of the bene- 

"fits (^f the Land Act, if perchance we should find after 
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investigation that there were any benefits in the Land 
Acb. (Cheers, and a Voice, * Down with Johnson ' ; 
groans.) I find as a resnlt of my investigation that one 
of the worst, one of the most repolsive, cases of land- 
grabbing exists ahnost in your very midst, almost with- 
in' a stone 's-throw of this town of Mallow. (Cries of 
* Shame.') Nay, more ; the Land Leagae of Mallow 
has actually had the unblushing audacity to apply to 
ns, and to obtain from us, a grant for this evicted 
tenant — a grant paid out of the hard earnings of your 
banished countrymen in America. They have actually 
had the audacity to do this while with the same 
breath they have sanctioned and they have condoned 
the eviction. (Groans.^ Gentlemen, I don't refer to 
this to excite any feelmgs of animosity in your hearts 
against any individual, but more for the purpose of 
showing you how necessary it is that we should perfect 
our organization ; that we should give the greatest 
attention to details in the investigation of tne cases 
which occur in each locality, and I am thankful, led 
my steps to Mallow ; but I have no doubt that what 
has happened close by yon has happened in many other 
parts of Ireland. I can only say that nothing shall be 
wanting on my part to establish, perfect, and maintain 
snch a system of organization as will prevent the 
occurrence of such offences in the future. The Mallow 
branch of the Land League exists to-day, but it will 
not exist after to-dav. We will cut on that rotten 
branch to-morrow (cheers), and we shall take early 
steps to establish a new branch of the Land League in 
Mallow {cheers, and cries of * It's wanted '), which 
will be m keeping with the principles of Michael 
Davitt in the iature. (Cheer.<i.) Those principles are 
that no tenant shall pay an unjast rent, that 
no man shall take a farm from which another has 
been evicted, and that every Irishman shall combine 
all his energies towards the destruction of Irish land- 
lordism and of English misrule in Ireland. (Loud 
cheers.) I have referred to the case which I came to 
investigate ; but, gentlemen, I ask you to allow by* 
gones to be bygones. Let the past be buried, and let 
ns all hope that for the future we shall turn over d 
new leaf, and that we shall endeavour to put our* 
selves, as I have said, in line with the rest of ou] 
country, and keep the banner of the Land Leagae and 
of Irish nationality to the front (cheers) ; that we 

7—2 * 
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may gtow ourselves in this town of Mallow, and ii| 
this portion of the county of Cork, as worthy to be 
Irishmen aa the people of Mayo or Gal way." 
I only read this speech for the purpose of showing, my 
Lords, an instance of what I stated in my opening the 
daT before yesterday — ^that United Irelandyir as puhlishina 
Bide by side speeches directed against ** land-grabbers,'" 
as they are called, and referring to the acts of vio'* 
lence as ** incidents of the campaign.'* Further than 
that, I particularly call attention to this reference to 
the people of Mayo and Qalway, remembering that it 
was after a terrible series of outrages had taken place 
in 1880 and 1881. Now, my Lords, I say again 
that your Lordships will find that from beginnina 
to ena in the history of United Ireland the record of 
what was described as a war between the Irish and the 
Clngliah people was practically nothing more or less 
than a record of those outraffes which were being com- 
mitted without, as far as I Know, the slightest effort 
being made to divert the people's mind from the result 
of snoh terrible consequences. I believe I shall be 
able to satisfy your Lordships that the speeches that I 
read yesterday are practically all of them reported by 
Untied Ireland or the Freeman's JotufuU, the latter 
being a paper with which Mr. William O'Brien was 
oonnected oefore he became the editor of United Ireland. 
I said that we should submit to your Lordships that it 
was scarcely possible to understand why, if mi. Egan's 
business was constitutional and above board, open to 
no suspicion, the mere arrest of Sheridan should make 
it necessary for Mr. Egan to leave the country and go 
to live in Paris. In the autumn of 1881 Ford tele- 
graphed to Egan that it was desirable that he should 
remain in Paris, and not go to Ireland. But I shall 
prove to your Iiordships that the Land League council 
met in I'aris in the month of Februsuy, 1881. Mr* 
Matthew Harris, Kettle, Brennan, 0'E.elly, Healy, 
Biggar, and, I think, Mr. Pamell — as to that I am not 
perfectly certain — were all present in Paris, and I shall 
be able also to show your Lordships that during a very 
eonsiderable portion of the time many of those persons 
were attending, according to the records of United Ire* 
land and the Freeman*8 Journal^ the Land League 
councils as they met in different places from time to 
time. Now, certain matters we have discovered from 
^comentfi we have obtained from the possession of 
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Mr. Matthew* Harris, of which he has had notice undef 
subpoQna and which, if he does cot produce, I shall b^ 
able to prove from copies. And those document^ 
disclose certain matters which, I think, deseryo 
some slight notice from me. It may be saidi 
'* It is qnite true Mr. Matthew Harris mad^ 
those speeches, that he made violent observation^ 
which may have led to some such results ; but he did 
not do so as a member of the Land League, or as con« 
nected with Dilloo, Bremian, Mr. Parnell, Effan, or any 
of the others." Let us just test that. My Lords, I 
shall be ablo to prove when Mr. Harris is called that 
certain documents passed between him and various 
members of the executive of the Land League which 
put beyond all question that he was aa organizer foi 
the Land League and not a mere private speaker. I 
will read, first, one of the 22d of May, 1880, from T« 
Brennan. 



'* Irish National I^nd League Offices 62 Middle 
Abbey St. Dublin May 22nd 1880. 

'* Dear Mr. Harris, When Mr. Davitt was leaving 
for America he reouestcd me to open whatever letters 
would come for him and through that means I read 
your last letter to him. I am sorry to sen that joux 
pecuniary affairs are in such a bad state and it strikes 
me we might be able to do something for you here. I 
represented the matter to Mr. Famell and he is 
anxious that we should make yon a grant out of the 
funds of the League that would in some way com-* 
pensate for all you nave lost by the land agitation. 01 
course no one outside the place here would know any* 
thing about it. I will have the matter carried through 
some day next week. You will require Organiasers 
Order properly to carry on the business of the League 
John Walsh is doing Connaugbt." [John Walsh was one 
of the men who made the most violent speeches.] *' What 
would you think of assisting him — think the mattes 
over and let me know your opinion on it. 

** Yours truly ** T. Bbennan. 

** There will be a meeting in Greggs on 27. Conld 
you attend. T. B." 

That, my Lords, is early in the days of the Leagne* 
Then there was a letter from Matthew Harris to 
Brennan :-— 



198 TAXtnOJJSM AKD 0B1XB. 

'* Sunday May 23 18S0. 

" Hy dear Brdimii, I am BoiTy to find that my 
^nrirate affairs have been tfarot^h the extra kindness 
iof friends snbject of diffcossion m Dublin. I sent Mr. 
'E^tt a list of the meetings I attended and informed 
jbim of the nature of my position here — a position 
jinearring a large oorresnondenee and its attendant ex- 
penses for postal ke. Kow idiat I want yoa to do as a 
I friend and a man who should from your large inter- 
course with the world have some Imowledge of what 
'.a deeent man's feelings shoold be what I want yon to 
do is to inform the parties who control affairs or who 
hare to deal with these matters that all I require is 
my actual outlay and that I do not make any elain^ 
whatever on the srounds of pecuniary embarressment 
losses in trade or business losses of time ke, I kept n^- 
memoranda of my outlay but all of you know itba^ 
trayelling is and I would sooner by far that you woujd 
be under than over the anx>unt of my enenses. 

** Yours very sincy *• M. Habbis." 

I told your Lordships yesterday that Mr. Harris was 
a builder at Ballinasloe. Then there is a letter from 
Matthew Harris to Patriek Egan : — 

** F. Egan E*q. 

" Dear Sir *< Aug. 20 1880. 

" 1 intended to enquire from yon and Mr. Brennan in 
Dublin whether the disposition of the funds ooHected 
for League purposes reach such serrioe as I have 
tendered. 

*' I have attended public meetings at my own ex* 
pebce in all the places named in attached dip and 
thai before American money eame over and whiUtKemovemaA 
wanted a keloinff hand Being recognised as the repre- 
ientative ni the League m the Locality my corre- 
8|K>ndence is something enormous between answering 
letters about relief branches meetings &c. Along with 
sacrificing my time I had to provide stamps and 
statioDery yet in no single instance have I left a com- 
iDunication unanswered so anxious was I not to giro 
any excuse to the Members of the League. I do not 
demand any remuneration for my time nor would I 
except any. What I do need attention to is my 
travelling Expences postages &o. The onW money I 
got from the League was £2 from Mr. Brennan in 
Kosscommon £5 to go down k open a branch of the 
League in the lower part of Bosdcommon also £2 to 



attend the conference in Dablin I had not time or 
opportunity to enquire after the monetary arrancementtf 
of the Leagae but I take it for granted that no Dody of 
men in Society would require me not only to work for 
nothing but to pay expencea incidental to such work. 
** I am very sincerely *' M. Haiuus. 

" P.8. — The onlyplace where my ezpences are paid 
were Balla and Westport I have not included in 
enclosed List Irishtown Tuam Athenry Ghilway Tallow 
Oobalow Ballyhouran Castlerea Roscommon 3 times 
liOughrea Newbridge Co Gal way & Knockrogharry." 
I think jova Loraships will see that I have not been 
incorrect in saying that American moneys were placed 
at the disposal of the Land League. Then there is the 
following letter : — 

** 2 North Great Georges St. 
** Monday 4th April. 

'* My dear Mr Harris 

*' I have received your letter of April 2d I agree 
with you there the state of Ma^o requires serious con- 
sideration I fine however that it will take an organiser 
of great bkill and judgment to do any good there & as 
yet I have no such man at my command that I can 
fipare for work in Mayo unless you think you could 
undertake it yourself. Do not fix any meetings Cone- 
mara without consulting me The end of May is the 
time. I can think of for any western town I wall be 
in Ulster for some time after Easter. 

*' I shall send vou a Statement of the long case by 
fiext post It would be well for you to visit Cong ana 
settle this matter if you can. 

** Yours truly ** John Dillon." ' 

Now, my Lords, in the matter of money I desire to put 
before your Lordships the position Mr. Harris h^d. 
It is clear that in the early days he was not regarded 
as of the same importance. At first ho used to receive 
some small sums, such as £2, but in November, 1880, 
he got £20 from Brennan and £20 from Egan. On the 
Tth of January, 1881, he received £10 from Egan, and on 
the 8th £30 from the same person. There are other 
kmaller entries of money which, I think, Mr. Harris 
jrill have to admit. It will be exceedingly difficult 
for any one to suggest that any speeches made by Mr. 
Harris, if they had the consequences to which I have 
referred, were mado indepenaently and without any 
Connexion and consultation with tho members of the 
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[isnd Ijeagne^ by whom he was. in fact, being paid or 
employed. Later in that year he undoubtedly attended 
council meetings of the League with Egan and Mr. 
Pamell, and on the 18th of March, 1881, we find him 
receiving money (£15) from Brennan. I am not buro 
at the present time that I can identify the actual 
amount, out he received certain other earns, and when 
the documents come to be produced no doubt will be 
left upon your Lordships' minds that he was a paid 
organizer of the League. Now, my Lords, I shall in 
all probability — I think, certainly — be able, with the 
information at present before me, to lay before your 
Lordships evidence as to how the outrages were 
carried out. I am afraid that such was the feeling in 
Ireland, so easy was it to excite Ihe enmity of some of 
the poor, half-educated, ** semi-savage " men, as they 
have been described by some of their own advocates — 
by some of the Pamellite party — that a very little 
money would go a 7er^ long way ; but still, at the 
same time, there is evidence before me that con- 
siderable sums of money were paid. How was it done ? 
To a great extent I am in a difficulty, because the 
books and documents of the League are either not in 
existence, or, if they are in existence, they have been 
suppressed. And I do wish to impress upon your Lord- 
ships that one of the most important matters you will 
have to inquire into, and which will need the most 
careful investigation, is as to what has become of the 
Land League documents and papers. We know that they 
were removed from Dublin to London in October, 1881, 
Only one of those on the other side who have made affi« 
davits refers in any way to these papers— that is. Dr. 
Kenny, M. P., who admits in his affidavit having had a bank 
book of the Hibernian Bank, a cash book, and a cheque 
book belonging to the League, and who said that they 
had been taken away by one W. F. Maloney, who 
has the same initials as those which appear upon 
Camj)beirs letter. It is remarkable that neither the 

E resident, nor the treasurer, nor the secretary of "Uio 
league have made any statements in their affidavits with 
regard to the books and pai)ers of the League.^ If at 
some time or other your Lordships are in a position to 
probe this matter to the bottom, it will, on my in** 
structions, lead to some very remarkable disclosures. 
It was most important that I should have had the 
books of the Leasuo before me. in order to show ho\Y 
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the money was provided for the ontrages. I think that 
it will be shown that the agent of the Land League 
used to get the money from the treasurer, Mr. Biggar, 
Mr. Brennan, or Mr. Egan ; that the agent would take 
down the £20 or £30 into the district and would dis- 
tribute it locally to the men who had to carry out the 
outrages. I do not suggest that Mr. Biggar himself 
paid the individual who was going to commit the out- 
rage, but that the money was required for the Land 
League purpo8es,and from time to time it was received 
by persons whose duty it was to distribute it locally. 
This matter of money is no small or unimportant one 
in connexion with the case as between the American 
section and the Irish section. The Frcemnan^a Journal^ 
in which the receipts were ackaowledged, shows that 
between October, 1879, and October, 1881, sums 
amounting to £144,890 were received by the Land 
League. Of that sum all that has been accounted for 
is £44,877, leaving unaccounted for a sum of upwards 
of £100,000. Did Mr. Parnell have accounts or these 
moneys and of the way in which they were expended, 
or did he not ? My Lords, if he did not have this ac- 
count, or if he is unable to give any account of what 
became of these moneys, then I suggest that the pur- 
poses for which they were being used would not bear 
an account being kept. " Oh, it is an old story," savs 
my learned friend ; but that old story is now for the 
first time being investigated before a iudicial tribunal^ 
and it will be extremely important to know what wi^i 
done with this large sum of money. If this was the 
sonstitutional agitation that we are asked to believe 
it was, why were the books removed to London, why 
have they disappeared from London, and where are 
they now ? Of course my story may be all a fable, and 
may be simply a nllatter founded upon rumour or 
malicious tale-bearing without foundation, I was able 
yesterday to lay before your Lordships the transaction 
with Timothy Horan about the man who was shot 
in |he eye, whose name could not be mentioned, 
and who was not known to any one but the 
doctor and the members. If there were nia^ trans- 
actions of the kind that they had with Timothy 
Horan, I can well understand why the books of 
the Land League have disappeared. I do not say 
that any one of the members of i*arliament implicated 
in the chatfiies had any idea that the document which 
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I read to your Lordships was in existence. I think 
]that^ yoor Lordships wOl have extreme difficulty in 

fetting at the amounts that were paid hy the lland 
■eague for such purposes, but the instances I shall be 
able to lay before you will show your Lordships 
that tibere was a regular business carried on between 
the branches and the nead office of the Land League. 
I think that I have now noticed all the incidents prior 
to May, 1882, on which it is necessary for me to 
comment in opening my case, and I now pass on to 
what happened after that montn. It will, I think, be 
'convenient if I suggest the topics that remain for me 
to deal with. First, there is the connexion — ^the re- 
markable connexion — of Frank Byrne with the Englidi 
Land League, and the connexion of Frank Byrne with 
Mr. Famell, and the circumstances under which he fled 
from justice, and was assisted in his flight by moneys 
received from Mr. F^unell. Before this tribunal I 
must assmne nothing and take nothing for granted ; but 
I do not think that it will be suggested that Frank 
'Byrne was not implicated in the Fhcsmz Park murders, 
for, according to his public statement, he was un- 
doubtedly closely connected with them. As I have said, 
nobody can tell to what extent it may be necessary to 
investi^te these matters. It may be that your Lord- 
diips will have to exercise your powers to get at the truth 
;to a degree far beyond any statement of facts which 
I am in a position to prove before yon. Therefore, it 
is that I nave at some little length to lay before your 
Lordships what we know and what we suggest with 
iregard to Frank Byrne, regarding his connexion with 
.some persons named, and with regard to his escaping 
from justice in the course of the vear 1883. Then, 
my Lords, I have to deal with the National League. 
The National League is an organization which took 
the place nf the Land League when the latter was 
suppressed, and I shall call evidence which will place 
.beyond all question the action of that association. To 
all intents and purposes, the National League was the 
Isame as the Land League. Then I shall have to show 
your Lordshiips what was the conduct of those who 
were managing the affairs of the National League. 
And, in connexion with that, let me remind your Lord- 
^ips that between 1882 until the end of the year 
1885, during which period the Crimes Act was in 
^Ofoe, the outrages to which I have referred as having 
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taken place daring 1880 and 1881 diminished to an enor- 
muus extent ; and that after the Crimes Act had expired, 
the tyranny of the National League, which tooJc the 
place of the suppressed Land League, commenced, and; 
tbe same outrages, of the same character, and carried 
on by the same persons, again became prevalent.,' 
I shall have to read to your Lordships, I hopA not as 
manv, but still a considerable number of speecnes made' 
bT tne supporters of the National League. I shall show . 
it was distinctly and in plain terms brought to the; 
notice of Mr. Pamell that the action of the Land League 
had resulted in certain consequences, and that in face 
of that notice, in face of that warning, he and his im- ' 
mediate supporters pursued exactly the same line of • 
conduct with practically the same results. I have 
also to explain to your Lordships the American cou-| 
nexion and the part ^ayed by the connexion between^ 
the English and American organizations, and, subject i 
to minor matters, I shall have no fresh subject which 
it will be material at the present time to bring to 
your notice. The Crimes Act was passed shortly' 
after the Phoenix Park murders. It was opposed! 
hv Mr. Pamell and the Irish members, who were, 
of course, perfectly within their rights in doing 
so. During this time there was in existence the British 
Land League, of which Mr. Justin McCarthy was 
president, Mr. Biggar vice-president, Frank Byrne 

?eiieral secretary, and Messrs. Redmond and Quinn' 
rcasurers. They had their offices in Westminster, and 
it is in connexion with the existence of that organi-, 
zation and its presence in Westminster that some very) 
remarkable allegations were made, as to which I have 
to open to your Lordships the evidence it will be in; 
our power to produce. The offices of this organization' 
were in Palace-chambers, Westminster-bridge, and to 
those offices members of Parliament had access ; but I 
should think it is highly probable that a sreat many of. 
them knew very little at any rate of what was going on 
as far as Byrne was concerned. We have alleged, and 
as to that evidence will be given, that to those office^ 
were taken the faiives with which the Phconix Park 
murders were committed, or if not the same knives, 
knives of an identical character and intended for the 
same purpose. Now, I shall put this matter shortly 
before your Lorddiips, asking attention to the allega- 
tions made in the couse of the trial of .^ CDonnell t« • 
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Walter." Tour Lordships will find in the article oJE 
Jnne 13, on page 254 of the Blue-book, the passage :— 
"It was Frank Byrne, the secretary to the English branch 
of the League, who procured the weapons with which the 
crime was perpetmted, and his wife was afterwards f dted 
in New York as the * brave little woman ' who carried 
those weapons to Dublin. The offices of the 
League consisted of a small back room on the entresol 
floor of Palace-chambers, Bridge-street, Westminster. 
An adjoining room equally small, with folding doora 
between, constituted ' the offices of the Irish Parlia- 
mentary party.' The folding doors stood open, and the 
Irish M.P.'s escaped asphyxia by using the two rooms 
as one. The regular occupants of the office were Frank 
^yme himself, D. M'Sweeney, clerk to the League, 
now dead, and Mr. H. Campbell, Mr. Famell's private 
secretary, and now M.P. for Fermanagh. The treasurer 
to the League, Mr. Thomas Quinn, now M.P. foi 
Kilkenny, was a frequent visitor, and while in London 
the Irish M.F.'s were in and out at all hours. The 
H.F.'s of course held their caucus meetings there, as 
did also the executive committee of the JLeague. In 
this office the weapons were kept for several days 
before Byrne removed them to his home in Peckham. 
The knives lav in a paper parcel on the floor ; the 
Winchester rifle and revolvers, of which so much was 
beard at the murder trials, lay open to the inspection 
of the carious. Before the knives reached Palace- 
chambers they were intrusted to a Fenian shoemaker 
in Bethnal-green, who boasts of having made leather 
Bbeaths for them. This worthy's services to the cause 
were rewarded by a * testimonial,' to promote which 
Hr. Big£»r, M.P., took the chair at a meeting con- 
vened under the distinguished patronage of the principal 
London Fenians, a speech by Michael Davitt being thv 
chief attraction of the programme." 
Well, my Lords, in so far as it is material for the par« 
pose of showing the character of Byrne, we shall lay 
evidence before you to show that that statement of 
facts is, in all its main details, true — ^that the knives were 
procur^ by Frank Byrne or under his orders and direc- 
tions, and were taken to Palace-chambers, and that the 
other weapons referred to in the paragraph I have read 
were there. Kothing was known practically about this 
matter nntil the beginning of 1883, but in the early 
part of 1888* if I remember ri£ht» somewhere about the 
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montli of January, a man named Farrell made a state* 
ment to Inspector Kavanagh in Ireland. Carey did not 
make his statement until some time afterwards. The 
result of the first statement being made, or the result 
of the knowledge that that statement had been madoa 
was that Mr. Byrne left England and went to^ France. 
The excuse made for his departure was that his health 
was bad, and that he was ordered to Cannes. He 
dated his letters from there, but, from my instruotions. 
I believe it will appear he never was at Cannes, and 
that the^ letters were all written from Paris. Bat 
whether it was so or not, the enjoyment of the warm 
air of Cannes did not seem essential, for after the 
failure of the extradition proceedings in his case, he 
left the warm climate for which he at first had an 
attachment, but to which he then seemed to have an 
objection, and took a sea voyage to America. The 
allegation is that Frank Byrne was assisted, if he was 
not actually enabled, to escape by means of a cheque 
for £100 received from Mr. Pamell, and I desire to 
state what I am about to prove in reference to this 
matter. In that connexion I will refer to a letter 
which will be put in. I do not know at present 
whether this letter is alleged to be a forgery.^ There 
are, many letters which are alleged to be forgeries ; ^ in 
fact, it is something like the alibi in an Irish 
case in which it was said, ** If any document appears 
in this case against anybody, then it is alleged to be 
a forgery." I have here a letter, dated February 8,1882 
*-^lear]y a mistake for 1883, a mistake not unfrequently 
made early in the year — sent by Frank Bvme,the general 
secretary of the British Land League, and addressed from 
the Hotel des Pins,Cannes,France. It runs as follows t— 
" To the Executive National League and National 
tiOague of Great Britain. — Gentlemen, I regret much 
that since I left home I have not been able to write 
to you before now, as in addition to my lung complaint 
I have been suffering from rheumatism in my right 
hand and arm, which made it impossible for me to 
write. It is much better now, but still far from being 
in a state to permit me to write much. I was, as yoo 
have no doubt been informed by Mr. M'Sweeney, obliged 
to leave suddenly by the positive orders of the 
doctor " (I do not know whether any attempt 
will be made to prove the positive orders of the 
doctor or to uroduce the doctor) ** and could noty 
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in consequence, communicate with you previous 
to my departure. Mr. M'Sweeney will also have 
informed you that I received the promised cheque, 
£100, from Mr. Parnell on the *day I left London." (I 
hope that later on we shall have an opportunity of see- 
ing Mr. Pameirs pass-book, and of investigating the 
circumstances under which the cheque was given. We 
shall prove that statement to be a perfectly true state- 
ment, and there is no reason for supposing that if the 
letter is genuine the statement is untrue.} ** Imme- 
diately I arrived in Paris I proceeded to discharge all 
the liabilities for which I had authority, and I now 
enclose balance-sheet, showing income and expenditure 
from December 30. You will see I have no account of 
either since January 28, except so far as recording the 
receipt of £110 on the 23d, and cash sent to Mr. Walsh 
for fortnight ending January 20, and my own salary up 
to Saturday next. The cash sent to Mr. Walsh was not 
authorized by you, as his returns, which I now enclose, 
have not yet come before you. They are of the usual 
character, and I hope you will adopt them to-morrow 
night. I shall to-morrow forward to Mr.Quinn cheque 
or draft for the amount in hand — £36 17s. 7d." (I 
would ask your Lordships to make a note of those 
figures, because they appear in another document), 
•• and Mr. M'Sweeney will no doubt supply you with 
account of receipt and expenditure since January 28, 
as it is impossible for me to conduct the business of the 
organization from such a distance, and as it is likely 
to DC some weeks before I shall be fit to return, I would 
respectfully request^ you to relieve me for the jaresent 
from the responsibility attached thereto, and I would 
also suggest that, as your income at present is not 
large, that you would consider whether you are in ^ 
position to continue to pay a salary to an official who 
cannot perform his duties. While making ^is sugges- 
tion, I would also remind you that my position is not 
an independent one. If not already done, I would 
advise the official alteration in the name, &c., of tho 
organization, and its announcement to the branches im- 
mediately. I shall be happy to hear from you in reply, 
and information on any point you may require I shall, 
of course, supply at the earliest moment. — I am. 
eentlemen, yours faithfully, Fbakk Byiinj£, Qeneral 
Secretary." 
ff shall submit to your Lordships that that is undoubtedly 
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a genuine doeument, sent by Frank Byrne, and that thei 
statements in it were true. Now, I have asked your 
Lordships to make anote of those figures— £35 17s. 7d., 
because they occur in another document to which I 
•hall have to call attention. The letter I have just read 
was dated February 8, 1882, and Frank Byrne stated in 
ihat letter that he was going to write to Mr.Quinnnext 
day. The representatives of T?ie Times obtained that 
letter, believing it to be a genuine letter, as they now 
believe it to oe, and Mr. O'Doimell in his action 
against The Times, among other documents, disclosed a 
letter from Frank Byrne to Quinn, dated February 10, 
1883. The original will, of course, be produced before 
your Lordships, and you will be able to judge from a 
comparison of the two letters whether the letter I 
have just read is genuine or not. Now, as to the letter 
to Mr. Quinn. It is dated from the Hotel des Pins* 
Cannes, France, February 10, 1883, and runs as follows :— 

" My dear Quinn, — I dare say you will have heard 
before now that I had left London for a warmer climate,in 
accordance with the positive orders of the doctor. I 
was obliged to leave suddenly, or I should have tried to 
see you before my departure." (Mr. Quinn, my Lords, 
as 1 have said, was the treasurer of the British Lana 
League, and I should have thought that the suddenness 
of Byrne's departure would have made it impossible for 
him to have seen Mr. Quinn.) *' I am glad to say that 
already I find a considerable improvement. The doctor 
thinks, however, that as soon as I am sufficiently strong, 
I should take a long sea voyage, and he recommended 
America. I do not like the idea ; but if my restora- 
tion to health depends upon it, of course I must go. I 
enclose you a cneque for £35 17s. Td., the amount of 
sash in my hands belonging to the executive. '" (That 
is the amount I mentioned to your Lordships which 
Byrne said he had to return to the executive of the 
Land League^ " At the last settling we had you held 
a sum oi £1 6s. Id., so that you will now have 
£37 3s. 8d. in hand. If you can' spare the time and 
have the inclination, you might drop me a few line? 
here. I wish you would attend next executive meeting, 
and inform them of receipt of this, or else write them. 
I am, dear Quinn, yours faithfully, Frank Byrnb." 

Now, my Lords, the proprietors of Tne Tim^ had 
Dot the slightest knowledge that that document existed 
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or WM still to be found, beyond ihe referenoe to it in 
the letter of Febniaiy 8, until the affidavit of docu- 
ments was Eoade by Mr. O'Donnell in his action against 
The Times. The remarkable coincidence was then 
noticed that the same sum of money is mentioned in the 
two letters, and that they are genuine letters, I shall 
submit to your Lordships, there can be no doubt. 
Borne explanation has been giyen with reference to 
the cheque for £100. It was said that that was a 
mistake, and that Byrne did not get the £100 from 
Mr. Pamell, but that, having a number of cheques 
exactly amounting to £100, he took th^n to - Mr. 
If 'Carthy, who gave him a cheque for £100 in exchange. 
Well, my Lords, all I can say is this. It is a very ex'* 
traordinary thing,that being the transaction, that there 
should be references to it of l^e character to which I 
have referred, and I shall submit to your Lordships' 
fudgment that it is scarcely probable or possible that 
such a mistake should be made a day or two after a 
monev transaction had taken place. Besides it wai 
stated Frank Byrne had not got a banking account, 
whereas in this letter he encloses a cheque for 
£35 17s. 7d. If necessary, I shall prove that that 
explanation was given.^ It will be tor your Lord-* 
ships to sav whether it is possible to believe any such 
story, in tne face of Byrne's own statement that the 
£100 had been received from Mr. Pamell. Let us con- 
sider what happened. Egan, Sheridan, Byrne, and 
Brennan, all prominently connected with the Land 
League, went to America. I shall ask your Lordships 
what it was that should cause the treasurer of tne 
Land League to escape to America. It was stated by 
Bir 0. Russell that 1 had said that a warrant was out 
against Egan with respect to the Phcenix Park murders, 
I Mlieve I stated l^at extradition proceedings were 
taken for the purpose of getting Ep^an extradited from 
Paris to England ; but, whatever it may have been, 
luch was the effect of the disclosures in Dublin that 
ESgan, the treasurer of the Land League, went to 
America and has remained there, and Sheridan, Byrne, 
Bovton, and Brennan also went to America. I shall 
tell your Lordships, in connexion with that point, what 
happened when those people were in America after- 
waras, and what was tneir public conduct ; what was 
the part they played in connexion with the meetings 
At which Mr. Pftmella or his representatives sent out 



1 



TfiS- SPECIAL COMMIBSICar. 209 

by him, were present ; but, at an^ rate, it yriW be a 
matter to whieh your Lordships ^ will give your very 
grave and anxious consideration in connexion with any 
suggestion that those persons were perfectljr innocent. 
If these persons were perfectly innocent, it occurs to 
tske to ask why it is that there should arise in the 
U'easts of all, about the same time, the sudden desire 
to leave England, Ireland, or even France, and go to 
America, where, perhaps, a different view might pre- 
vail as to the part taken by those men in certain trans'* 
actions with regard to which they were accused ? Even 
after the departure of Byrne, and after circumstances 
had taken place which must have aroused suspicions in 
the minds of any persons who had been connected with 
him that there was something not quite straight with 
regard to his conduct, you will find resolutions proposed 
and supported by some of the leading gentlemen whose 
names are mentioned in those particulars as to Mr. 
^pme's conduct having been absolutely straightforward 
and aboveboard, and to his being in a position to 
meet any charge brought against him. Mr. Byrne has 
not himself seemed anxious to meet those charges. 
As far as the story is concerned, I have now, before I 
come to the other matters I have mentioned, only to 
remind your Lordships of what was stated to be the ulti« 
mate result in the matter of money. The Times published 
a fi^csimile page of the Irish World. I shall be able to 
^ve your Lordships very distinct evidence as to the way 
m which the Irish World was treated by many of those 
whose names are included in those particulars and many 
of the members of the Land League. Your Lordships will 
see that this facsimile page is a statement as 
to the series of funds collected by the instru- 
mentality of the Irish World for certain pat- 
riotic objects. There are two or three of tnem 
to which I wish to call attention. The Skir- 
mishing Fund, amounting to $88,306. That fund was at 
times called the National Fund, and I shall show your 
Lordships that it was a loan from that fund, for which 
Mr. Davitt says ho is personally responsible, which 
went to start the Land League. The fund was originally 
collected for objects in all probability much more 
violent than even the outrages of which I have given 
your Lordships the particulars. On the same page 
vour Lordships will find the Bossa Testimonial. Rossa 
was one of those who advocated the most violent 
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action towards any person whom he thoagfat an enemy 
of the policy of which he was the advocate. He advo- 
cated tne use of dynamite and the use of the knife 
quite openly. The Spread-the-Light Fund, $7,600. 
That was a fund, not infrequently referred t-o, for the 
purpose of '* spreading the light '' in Ireland or among 
the Irish. It consisted mainly in circulating in Ire- 
land copies of most violent papers, which incited to 
outrage of all kinds. I could show your Lordships that 
in connexion with that fund as much as 40,000 copies a 
week of the Irish World were asked for, and tliat Mr. 
Pamell expressed his personal thanks to the Irish 
World for the great good that it had done to the Land 
League in Ireland. Among other papers sent was the 
/risA World, and it was to that paper Mr. PameU 
tendered his thanks. The Land League Fund, $343,072, 
whieh is divided into two funds — the No-Bent Fund 
and the Land League. You will find the acknowledg- 
ment of Egan towards the right-hand side of the paper* 

«* New York, August 1, 3883. 
•* Beceived from Patrick Ford the sum of Four Hun- 
dred and Twenty-four Dollars and Thirty- 
$343,072.92 six Cents., which is the closing balance 
of the Irish World Land League Fund, 
and which with the amount already acknowledged and 
remitted make a total received from Mr. Ford of three 
hundred and forty-three thousand and seventy-two dol- 
lars and ninety-two cents ($343,072.92). 

** Patrick Bgan." 

The Martyrs' Testimonial amounts to $8,000, and 
I ask your Lordships to note the particulars oE 
that fund. You will find it described at the 
left of the page as ** An Audit of the Martyrs' 
Fund and the O'Donnell Defence Fund." The 

Sersons named as having received money are Jane 
Inllett, Mrs. Daniel Curley, Marv Kelly, Mary Ann 
Fa«kn, Kate Fitzharris, Fanny Bowles, Thomas Brady, 
and Thomas Hanlou, all of whom were, if I am cor- 
rectly instructed, members of the families of those 
who were convicted for the murders in the Phosnix 
Park, and nobody who had pleaded ^uilt;^ or bad given 
evidence was allowed to participate m this fund. That 
will show year Lordships what was the kind of view 
advocated by the American party, with whom, as I shall 
ahowy I thmk beyond all question, Mr. PameU and 
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tiifl party were in the roost cIoRe and intimate connexion. 
The other one was the O'Donnell Defence Fund. I 
believe that that was a fund for the defence of 
O'Donnell, who shot Carey. The informer Carey went 
out from England to the Cape in order, I suppose, that 
he might in some way lead a better life. He changed 
ship, and on board the same vessel was O'Donnell, who 
shot Carey in cold blood, and no less a sum than 
$56,098, or about £12.000, was subscribed for the 
purpose of the defence of O'Donnell. The result was 
that, if I remember rightly, my learned friend Bir Charletf 
Russell had the honour of defending O'Donnell at the Old 
Bailey. It can sca^sely be that that money was sub* 
scribed for the purpo»e of getting a fair trial 
for O'Donnell at the Old Bailey. Tne real object 
was to show that persons would subscribe for 
any object which might be supposed to enlist 
the sympathy of the persons suoscribing, and to 
assist the warfare that was being carried on. 
Now, my Lords, the Martyrs' Fund for the benefit of 
the relatives of the persons who were connected with 
this movement was started by Ford,' who made the 
following statement in regard to it in an article in 
the Irish World : — 

** Sharing in that re§olve, I started the Martyrs' 
Fund. I asked of the Irishmen of America, and I 
received $8,000 for the families of the eight martyrs, 
and my sister Miss Ellen Ford, in company with Miss 
Maria Doherty, of Worcester, Massachusetts — a lady 
whose zeal and services for the Land League knew no 
bounds — by an effort of the will summoned to her 
assistance courage enough to rise out of a sick bed, 
where she had lain for six weeks, and braved the 
waves and the equinoctial storms to put that money into 
thosepeople's hands. 

** That money was not given as alms. It was 
intended as a testimonial to the memory of men who 
had, in their own way, struck a blow for the independ- 
ence of Ireland. Whatever may be thou|^ht of the 
method, the underlying principle at least is a heroic 
one. May God send Ireland more men with hearts 
like that of Joe Brady 1 " (That was one of thePhondx 
Park miurderers, my Lords.) 

** * Assassins !' No ; they were heroes who knew how 
to die for a cause as well as to kill for a cause. The 
blow they atruck caused the enemy's cheek to tun 
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white ^ and the enemy's heart to tremble at fatore 
possibilities. Never was there such a commotion in 
that den of robbers — * What next ?* 

** The next report that rang in the ears of the world 
was the echo of O'Donnell's shot. The informer was 
executed, and his dishonoured remains were thrown 
among the negroes and outcasts of Africa ! 

" But the avenger was in the hands of the foe, and 
what could his friends do for him ? The first thought 
that came to my mind, the feeling of those 
about me, was that a rescue ought to be organized. To 
do that successfully courage, skill, and money were 
Deeded. The men were to be had, but the money was 
wanting. Now, here a perplexity and a difficulty put 
in an appearance. It was suggested to me that I mi^ht 
appropriate to that venture the Martyrs' Fand, which 
as yet was incomplete, and deduct the amount from 
the contemplated O'Donnell Defence Fund. All this, of 
course, would have to be done in secret. But the 
venture, if it miscarried, would place me in a false 
light. O'Donnell might die in Africa. He might get a 
speedy trial and acquittal there. These were remote 
contingencies indeed, but they were possibilities, 
nevertheless, and if either of them happened an 
O'Donnell Defence Fund could not be started ; and 
then, if the other money were expended meanwhile in 
fitting out a rescue party, how could the testimonial be 

given to the families of the martyrs ? I should eithet 
ave to pay it back out of my own pocket— and that, I 
submit, could not in fairness be expected of me—or 
else let things take their course. It might have been 
all right, but then again it might have turned out all 
wrong. A simple statement of the facts, doubtless, 
would satisfy some people, but it would be no answez 
for others. The persons who would talk loudest are 
they who had given least or nothing at all. I had no 
discretion to act in the matter. The only safe course 
was to stick to the letter of the understanding that 
existed between the subscribers and myself, whatevef 
the consequenoes, and so the rescue project was 
abandoned.^' 

Then he states how the O'Donnell testimonial was got 
up. I shall show your Lordships that Mr. Famell and 
his immediate allies — ^^entlemen whose names are 
mentioned in the particulars — ^have been the oorre- 
SDondents of the Jri^ World* and that after the date 
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of that article they continued to be its corre* 
Bpondents. I shall show that considerable sums of 
money have been remitted to Ireland from the Iri*h 
World and received by Mr. Farnell and his part^. 
^his article is the public statement of Ford. How ia 
it to be reconciled with that other statement that 
until the names of the murderers should have been 
discovered a stain would rest upon the name of 
Ireland ? I shall be able to prove to your Lordships by 
the admissions of members of the organization in 
Ireland that out of £148,000 received up to October, 
1881, a very large sum came from America,and after the 
date of Ford's article further sums were received. 
What, then, is the position of this party ? The Timet 
has alleged that this conspiracy was fed bv American 
gold subscribed by people who were not only guilty of 
treasonable practices,but who encouraged outrages of the 
worst kind. Do you think that a Constitutional party, 
a lond fide political organization, would have stooped 
to accept money from such men ? I shall show yout 
Lordships when I take up the American part of this 
story that, to the knowledge of the persons who were 
urging that the Irish World should be sent into 
Ireland and dwelling upon the great benefits that such 
publications conferred upon the Land League, articles 
were^ being written in these papers and reports 
published which were about as bad as anything could 
be, and which would lead, if acted upon, to the per-> 
petration of, perhaps, worse crimes than the Phosnii 
!rark murders. I do not believe that anv public state* 
ment can be produced showing that Mr. Farnell oi 
any one of his followers repudiated ^ Ford, or wai 
ashamed of him. There was at one time, it may be 
right to mention, a slight estrangement between Mr. 
Pamell and Ford,apparentlydueto the former's conduct 
in connexion with some money matters. Mr. Famelly 
i know, expressed the opinion in the House of Com- 
mons that ne would have got as much monev if Ford 
had not been in existence ; but has there ever been any 
repudiation by any one of the men who were united 
together as the leaders of the Land League and the 
Rational League — any repudiation of the doctrines 
irhich Ford was preaching ? I say that in 1885 and 
1886, as in 1882 and 1883, there stood upon platforms 
In Ireland representatives of the Irish World and of 
the Axnericaa contingent who were undoubtedly in 
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league with Ford. Davitt, Brennan, Qainn, Byrne, 
and Sheridan were active oorrespondentu of the IHak 
World. I have said that I desired to show ttiat the 
eondaot of those who were the leaders of the National 
League was continued after the time when they had 
fall knowledge of the consequences of their previous 
actions. In this connexion 1 shall read, and am 
entitled to read, the statement made in Mr. 
Pamell's hearing by Mr. Forster, a statement which 
gave the most distinct notice to Mr. Pamell, and which 
was not refuted by him. This is the ancient history of 
which Sir C. Russell was anxious to remind your Lord- 
ships. X want to make it perfectly clear that the 
statement was made in Mr. Pamell's hearing and that 
be was unable to deny the charge which it contained. 
Mr. Forster mav have been absolutely wrong in the 
judgment which he formed, but I desire to establish 
beyond all question that Mr. Pamell knew what was 
alleged respecting the conduct of tiie Land League. 
There can be no doubt of the meaning of this lan^age, 
find I will adopt it as being a correct description of 
the charges which were afterwards repeated in " Par- 
nellism and Crime." Mr. Forster said in the House of 
Commons on February 22, 1883 : — 

" Do not let the hun. member suppose that I charge 
him with having planned any murder, or with com- 
plicity with murder. But I wish there to be no mistake 
that uxin I do charge the hon. member and his friends 
with. He and they allowed themselves to continue the 
leaders — ^hc the avowed chief — of an organization 
which not merely ostensiblv advised and urged the 
ruin of those who^ opposed them, and avowed that doc- 
trine of * bovcotting ' which was to make life almost 
more miserable than death, but which set on foot an 
agitation which organized or promoted outrage and 
indled to murder, of which the natural result and out- 
come was murder ; and the hon. member ought to have 
known this to be the natural outcome. It is very hard 
for me to understand how he did not know it and how 
he did not separate himself from it altogether and 
disavow and denounce it." 

Now, I assert that when Mr. Pamell spoke in answer 
to that charge he did not deny the truth of it. On the 
contrary, his answer was of a most trumpery and trivial 
description. He attacked Mr. Forster for referring to 
the Jriih World and to the heading «< The Incidents of 
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ibe CamMiffB ** which had been used while Mr. Paraell 
Vras in £[iimainham. He did not. however, explain 
that a similar heading had been used when he was not 
in Kiimainham. I refer to this with a view to show 
your LordshixM what was the judgment of a man spe- 
eially qualified to f onn an opinion, what was his judg- 
ment apon the organisation with which Mr. Pamelf wac 
associated. That was the charge made by Mr. Forster ; 
that was the charge made by The Timet, 

The PRESIDBNT.— Your point is that Mr. Fatmell did 
not repudiate it ? 

The Attobnet-Gxetrral.— Certainly, my Lord. Iff 
there were any passage containing a repudiation I 
would read it. Now i want to put in relief what this 
charge means. Two things will be proved beyond all 

Suestion ; one is that concurrently with the spread of 
tie Land League crime is invariably found, marking 
its steps with blood, and that there is no such crime 
where the League is not present and where speeches 
of the kind wluch I have described are not de- 
livered. From 1877 to 1879 there were 20 
murders in the whole of Ireland. In 1880, 1881, 
and part of 1882 there were 50 murders. In 1883 
and 1884, when the Land League was not able 
to carry on its work with the same success as pre- 
viously in consequence of the passion of the Crimes 
Act, there was only one murder. In i886 and 1886 
and a portion of 1887 the number rose to 19. The 
increase of murders in 1880, 1881, and 1882 was due to 
the action of the Land League, and in 1885, 1886, 
and 1887 to the action of the National League. The 
cases of firing at persons in 1877, 1878, and 1879 were 
17 ; in 1880, 1881. and 1882 they rose to 148 ; in 1863 
and 1884 they fell to 16 ; in 1885 and 1886 and part 
of 1887 they again rose to 47. If it was not the Land 
League agitation that brought about this increase of 
crime why was it committed? My learned friends may 
try, but nobody has yet been able to suggest any other 
cause. Possibly they may be cleverer than people 
have been hitherto. Then take incendiary fires. In 
1877, 1878, and 1879 there were 120 ; in 1880, 
1881, and 1882 there were 776 ; in 1883 and 1884, 
229 ; and in 1885, 3886, and part of 1887, 322. 
Firing at the dwelling-house— 1877, 1878, and 1879, 27 ; 
1880, 1881, and 1882, 325 ; 1883 and 1884, 37 ; 1885, 
1886, and 1687, 111. KiUing and maiming of cattie— 
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1877, 187i. and 1879, 67 ; 1880, 1881, and 1882, 300 • 
1883 and 1884, 122 ; 1885, 1886, and 1887, 183. In 
every case I refer to the broken portion of 1887 and not 
to the whole year. Threatening letters and notices — 

1877, 1878, and 1879, 674 ; 1880, 1881, and 1882, 6,536 
([Will my learned friend suggest that that is not the 
land League ?) ; 1883 and 1884. 796 ; 1885, 1886, and 
1887, 1,164. Intimidation (I do not care much about 
the figureg, because it may be serious or not) — 1880, 
1881, and 1882, 946 ; 1883 and 1884, 106 ; 1885, 1886, 
and 1887, 259. When you take the individual counties, 
in' respect of which I read the speeches yesterday, the 
results are in some cases most remarkable. Kerry, 
— Firing at the person — 1877, 1878, and 1879, no offence : 
1880, 1881, and 1882, 26. Incendiary fires— 1877, 

1878, and 1879, 5 ; 1880, 1881, and 1882, 78. Firing 
into dwelling-house — in the earlier period there was 
Qo offence, and in the second period 23. My Lords, diet 
Mr. Parnell know this or not ? I mean equally Mr. 
Biggar and the other gentlemen. Did the Parnellite party 
know this or not ; if not, how do they account fortheii; 
Ignorance ? If they did know it, why did they noi 
use a part of their influence — at any rate it could do 
no harm, it might have done some little good in the 

flatter ? Maiming of cattle— six in the earlier period^ 
5 in the second period ; threatening letters — four in 
Ihe earlier period, 538 in the second period. Clare.-^ 
Firing at the person — ^none in the first period, 14 in 
the second ; incendiary fires — one in the first period, 
24 in the second ; killing and maiming cattle — one in 
the first period, 12 in the second ; threatening letters — 
22 in the first period, 225 in the second. ^ Mayo. — 
Firing at the person — three in the first period, 13 in 
the second ; incendiary fires — nine in the first period, 
15 in the second ; firing at dwelling-house — four in the 
first period, 18 in the second ; killing and maiming of 
cattle — none in the first j)eriod, 49 in the second. 
. The Pkesident. — Is it necessary to go through all 
the counties ? 

The Attosney-General.— No, my Lord ; it is not 
necessary— 

The President. — ^You have indicated the line. 

The Attorney -General.— Of course, my Lord. I am 
sure your Lordships will bo able to judge of that. An 
incident in conneidon with these crimes which I havo 
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not yet mentioned and to which we attach very con* 
siderahle importance — ordinary agrarian disputes 
between two tenants who fought about farms, did 
occur, were known. Ribbonism was known ; outrages 
which to a certain extent were traceable to Fenianism 
were known ; but the peculiar feature of the crimes and 
outrages which characterized this period was this— 
that tncy were practised upon a class which had been 
to a great extent free from such outrages before. Land- 
lords had been shot ; persons had been killed or 
assailed from private motives ; but this system, which 
crushed out the life of the small occupier — of the small 
tenant — which, practically speaking, prevented a man 
from taking land because it was the will of the League 
that it should not be taken, was a completely new 
thing ; and I think it will be found, when the evidence 
comes to be examined, that the characteristics of the 
way in which the outrages were worked to enforce the 
decrees of the League point to the fact that it was 
simply a means of carrying out a purpose, and that 
that purpose was the destruction of the power of the 
Government which existed or ought to exist, or was sup* 
posed to exist. I mention that because it is a matter to 
which I shall ask your Lordships* especial attention. I 
think, my Lords, this would bo a convenient point for 
me to conclude this part of my opening, and with your 
Lordships' permission I will commence to-morrow by 
dealing with the connexion between the American 
organization and the English organization. 



Thitrsday, October 25. 

The Commissioners having taken their seats upon the 
Bench, 

The Attorney-Genebal rose to continue his speech, 
and said, — I shall resume, my Lords, where I broke oil 
last evening, and shall proceed to show the connexion 
between the persons whose names are mentioned in 
the particulars and the American organization or con- 
spiracy.. The appearance of Mr. Davitt before this 
tribunal necessitates my referring to some other 
matters which it otherwise would probably not have 
been necessaisr to brine at any leni;th before your 
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tiordships. Af, however, there are certain clrcusi* 
stances connected with Mr. Davitt upon which I shall 
have to give evidence, it is right, I think, that I should 
now make a reference to such parts of the charges as 
relate directly to him. There are various passages in 
'* Pamellism and Crime ** and in my speech in the case 
of ** O'Donnell v. Walter *' which deal with this matter 
of the connexion of the Irish Land League with the 
American o^anisation, and I will shortly summarise 
Ihem. Our allegation is that the Iiand League organiza- 
tion, of which Mr. Pamell was president, was in 
fact originated in America. We allege that it was a 
conspiracy which was hatched, plotted, and carried out 
with American money* We allege that among those 
who were members of this conspiracy in America were 
penona who were dynamitards, who advocated the use 
of dynamite, who advocated assassination, and who re* 
ferred to crimes of the worst description as being mere 
incidents in carrying out the war. We have put on 
record what our meaning clearly is, and in the par- 
ticulars we have given the names of the persons with 
whom we allege Mr. Pamell and his followers associated, 
and we have also given very briefly an outline of the 
character of some of these individuals. Further, we 
have alleged In our particulars that persons whose 
names are included among the members of Parliament 
and others were engaged directly in promoting and 
disseminating in Ireland literature which incited to 
sedition, to the commission of crimes, and to outrages, 
and we mention as among such literature the Irish World, 
the Chicago CUizen, the Boston Pilot, and United Irt" 
land. It will be my duty to-day to indicate the evi- 
dence by which we propose to prove the connexion 
\>etween the members of Parliament whose names are 
mentioned in the particulars and the leading meilkibers of 
the American organization. I wish distinctlv to point 
out incident after incident which will show that con- 
tinaouslv from the year 1878 down to li58G there was 
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%he most intimate comiexion between Mr. Parnell and 
bis followers and certain men in America, whose nunes 
I shall givoi and the most actire co«operation in 
carrying out those nefarious practices which are re- 
ferred to in ** Pamellism and Crime." I should like 
to mention to your Lordships one or two of the names 
of those men in America. Patrick Egan, whose name 
has been already frequently mentioned ; Patrick Ford, 
who was the editor of the Irish World, and who I shall 
show remitted thousands and thousands of pounds to the 
I^and League and the National League as the result of 
eubscriptions in America ; Patrick Sheridan, the same 
man to whom I have already referred as a Land League 
organiaier, and who got up crimes of violence and out- 
rage. After the month of July, 1883, perhaps earlier^ 
but certainly after that, he was intimately connected 
with the Irith World, There was also Breslin, a 
member of the Irish Republican Brotherhood, who it 
is suggested — I do not know that I shall be able to 
prove it — aided in the escape from gaol of Stephens, 
the head-centre of the Fenians. Then there was the 
Bey. Eugene Sheehy, who was connected with out- 
rages in Ireland ; Condon, who was condemned to 
death for the murder of Sergeant Brett, and whose 
sentence was commuted to penal servitude. After his 
release he went to America, and your Lordships will 
find him aesociat-ed with a number of men whose names 
are mentioned in the particulars. There was also John 
Finerty, who I shall show on the authority of Mr. 
Parnell was a dynamitard ; and also James Bedpath, a 
person to whom I referred yesterday. There was also 
O 'Donovan Bossa, a man who continually advocated crime 
of the worst description, I may also mention two other 
names, Devoy, the Fenian, and E. J. Bowe,who was pre* 
Bident of one of the branches of the American League, 
Kow, my Lords, I shall have to deal particularly with 
the case of Mr. Davitt, and I think I shall be able to 
put in writing within the next two days details of 
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Other matters which I think ought to be parti cularljf 
mentioned in reference to Mr. Davitt's case. Your 
Lordships will find, on admissions made by Mr. Davitt 
himself I that he, even before the formation of the Land 
League, secured the co-operation of Patrick Ford and 
the Irish World and another paper called the Boston 
Pilot. The extracts I have to read to your Lordships 
show the character of the literature which was being 
disseminated by the thousand copies by several of the 
gentlemen charged, and in respect of which thanks 
were repeatedly sent over by the most prominent 
members of the Irish Land League and by many of 
the most prominent persons who are mentioned in the 
list. I shall show your Lordships that the experience 
and support of Patrick Ford and his newspaper were 
secured by Mr. Davitt himself. By his own admissions 
Mr. Davitt, it appears, was introduced to Patrick Ford 
in 1878, and at an interview between them Mr. Ford 
remonstrated with Mr. Davitt for the somewhat halting 
and half-hearted policy he advocated. I should have 
thought that what Mr. Davitt was then advocating 
went far enough, but it did not go sufficiently far at 
first to secure the support of Mr. Ford. I shall show your 
Lordships that for years Mr. Davitt was in communica- 
tion with Ford, and that he has stated publicly that 
throughout the whole of the agitation with which ho 

was connected during the years 1880 to 1884 Patrick 
Ford was his counsellor, guide, and friend. The 
dissemination of literature containing incitement to 
crime which appeared in every issue of the Irish 
World was a part of the scheme which it was neces" 
sary to carry out in order that every part of the com- 
plete programme might be carried into effect by the 
one organization. Your Lordships will find that, after 
an interview with Mr. Ford, Mr. Davitt succeeded in 
getting him to support the scheme which he publicly 
enunciated ; and I think I shall be able to read a docu" 
meat from Davitt's own hand setting forth what that 
scheme was. Ford was unwilling at first for his paper 
or oriranization to assist in any scheme which did nofr 
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SO far enoagh, and he objected ihs^t Davitt'6 schezaa 
id not go far enough. I think I can now state to 
vour Lordships what was Mr. Davitt's own view 
before 1879 as to the policy intended to be advocated. 
I am now about to show that the policy of the Land 
League — a policy which Mr. Farnelt accepted, and of 
which Mr. Egan, the treasurer, and Mr. Brennan, the 
secretary of the League, were most active supo 
porters — that that policy was hatched in America, and 
that Davitt expounded it. It was the acquiescence of 
all parties in that policy which enabled Mr. Famell 
to command the enormous amount of American money 
he did command. I will read a statement of Mr. 
Davitt himself on this matter. It is contained in a 
public speech made by him in August, 1878, during 
one of his first visits to America, in which he said he 
was anxious lest the main c[uestion of Irish inde- 
pendence should bo lost sight ot over minor grievances. 
He solemnly pledged himself that every enort of his 
should be employed to avert the danger, and that 
Irish independence should be alwavs kept as a beacon 
light ahead ; and, on the faith of these pledges he asked 
the American sympathizers to suppoit the new pro* 
^amme and enable him to propagate the new gospel. 
Kow, my Lords, I hope I may be pardoned for repeating 
from time to time the parts of this case to which 
my friends and I attach very great importance. We say 
that what was being done by Mr. Famell and his f oUoweri 
at home was being done with a view to obtaining th« 
same end. I shall show your Lordships that it was 
impossible for Mr. Famell and his followers to break 
with the extreme Amcurican section, which had been tho 
advocate of Communism, of assassination, of crime and 
outrage, that the same intimate relation was kept up, 
and that, notwithstanding distinct knowledge on the 
part of Mr. FameU and many of his followers that tho 
persons with whom they had been associating were 
professed dynamiters and the advocates of 
assassination, they went on associating with 
them. I repeat that such were the terms which 
existed between Mr. Famell and the American 
section that he could not break with them. 
In the same vear, 1S78, in the month of September* 
Mr. Davitt maoe this st«,tement : — 

** Twelve or fourteen years ago my boyish heart 
thrilled with arlmiration for the men who confronted 
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Ireland's foe, and taught from the dock and the prison 
the undying principles of Irish Nationality. I became 
an hamble disciple of the same and an enemy to the 
enemies of my country. In my riper years I have 
adhered to the principles I then imbibed, and when 
their profession entailed a like penalty to that which 
Pr. Lul^, Mr. Deyoy, General Bourke, and manjy 
others had to bear, I trust I endured it in a like spint 
to theirs, and left behind me a prison record of which 
my countrymen need not feel ashamed.'* 
Bourke, I may remind your Lordships, was conyicted 
of high treason on April 24, 1866. 

SiK C. Russell.— 18f58, according to my proof. 

The Attorney-General. — ^No ; 1«66. Devoy was a 
convicted Fenian, and mv impression is that Luby was 
also a convicted Fenian. I am not now dealing with the 
Fenian part of the case otherwise than as an incident 
of the story. Davitt himself was tried at the Old 
Bailey before Lord Chief Justice Oockbum in connexion 
with an occurrence at Chester. 

Mr. Justice A. L. Sbhth.— In what year ? 

The Attorney-General.— 1868, I thmk. 

The President.— Bourke was in prison in 1866. I 
had forgotten the name. Bourke was confined in 
Glerkenwell Prison. 

Hie Attorney-General. — ^I do not think that it is 
the same man. I refer to Thomas Bourke, who was 
convicted of high treason on April 24, 1866, in Dublin. 
By an error the date has been printed 1868 in Sir O. 
Bussell's proof. Now I will continue to read. Mr. 
Davitt went on to say : — 

*' You are already aware that my stay in America 
is to be of short duration, and as a public expression 
of my opinions as a Nationalist would he Injudicious, I 
therefore refrain from any allusion to them beyond say- 
ing that my imprisonment has not changed my political 
convictions in the least, nor lessened my faitn in the 
ultimate ^umph of the cause in which they are en- 
listed. I am under a sincere obligation to the officers 
and men of the Irish Volunteers for the compliment con- 
veyed in a special invitation to their annual excursion, 
and thus enjoy (sie) at once the gratification which the 
society of so many of Ireland's exiles afford (aicf me, 
and the, to me, highly interesting spectacle of behold- 
ing for the first time in my life companies of Irish 
soldiera armed and uniformed in the national cause. 
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Pace to f&oe with the enemy of our eoontry sinee my 
birtby I feel proud to-day while gazing upon manly 
forms and roBolute arms pledged to the service of Ire- 
land alone." 

Dayitt will be found to have been in America for the 
purpose of enlisting the sympathy of the Irish-American 
party in the movement of which he was an active sup- 
"porter at that time. Two significant resolutions were 
passed at a meeting on September 24, 1878, in the same 
•tour. They were proposed by Devoy, thr Fenian, in 
"the presence of Mr. Davitt. They were :— 

** (1) That we deem the present a fitting opportunity 
to proclaim our conviction of Ireland's right to an inde- 
pendent national existence ; that as Ireland has never 
forfeited her right to independence, and as no action on 
the part of England has given any justification for an 
Acceptance of the Union, we hereby protest against all 
•attempts at compromise, and renew our resolve to work 
for the complete overthrow of Brifcish domination." 

*'(2) That the landlord system forced on the Irish 
people by English legislation is a disgrace to humanity 
and the civilization of the present century \ that it is 
the direct cause of the expatriation of millions of the 
Irish race and of the miserable condition of the Ijrish 
peasantry ; that as the land of Ireland belongs to the 
people of Ireland, the abolition of Uie foreign landlord 
system and the substitution of one by which the tiller 
of the soil would be fixed permanently upon it and 
hold directly of the State is the only true solution of 
'the Irish land question, a solution which an Irish Re- 

?iiblic alone can effect." 
he resolutions were unanimously adopted. Now, 
will your Lordships just consider what was the 
-character of this combined organization in which Mr. 
tPamell and his followers were taking part ? For the 
•American section it was necessary to state that there 
would be no compromise, but a complete overthrow of 
the British dominion. At hundreds of the meetings which 
were held speeches were made in suprport of the i)laa of 
complete separation. For the American section it was 
• essential that this principle should be a principle of 
*ihe organization. For the persons at home, on the 
'Other hand, the abolition oi landlords was to be the 
special inducement to join in the organization, and 
the attack upon the landlords, as I have explained, was 
•to satisfy that greed for the land which was well 
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imown to exist among the Irish peasanby. The object waft 
to lead the peasants to believe that by adherence and 
obedience to the laws of the Land League they .would 
ultimately effect the eviction of the landlords from the 
soil, which would then become the land of the tenant 
occupier. I wish to pass over much that happened in 
the same year briefly, but it is necessary that I should 
give the outline oi what occurred to show the con- 
tinuous connexion with the American organization of 
the men to whose names I have drawn attention to-day. 
On September 26, 1878, there was a meeting to wel-i 
(M)fne Condon and Meledy. Condon was originally sen-* 
tenced to death for the murder of Sergeant Brett at 
Manchester. I caxmot at the moment tell your Lord- 
ships what Meledy's crime was, but I believe he also 
was mixed up with that murder. At that meeting 
there were present, besides Davitt, Devoy, O 'Donovan 
Bossa, John Breslin, Thomas Clarke Luby, John Walst^ 
and Patrick Ford. All those were there to wel- 
con)e Condun and Meledy, and the following address 
was, in Davitt's presence, presented to Condon and 
Meledy : — 

' * You were tried and convicted in a British Courfc 
for participation in a movement for the liberation of 
our native land — a movement in which we are proud to 
have borne a part, and which to-day is possessed of ik 
more vigorous vitality than when the three confessors 
of our political faith gave up their lives for Ireland on 

the Manchester scaffold " 

Your Lordships will remember that * ' the three oon-> 
fessors of our political faith " were Larkln, Allen, 
and O'Brien, the murderers of Sergeant BreCt, whose 
names were referred to in several of the speeches I 
read to your Lordships on the first and second days. On 
October 13 of tho same year, in the presence of Messrs. 
John Devoy, John J. Breslin, Patrick Meledy, John 0* 
Carroll, and others, Davitt made another speech. He 
said he had no faith in Parliamentary representation 
through the Home Rule party, the repeal party, or the 
disruption ^arty. He was in favour of sending reprer* 
sentatives imbued with Nationalist ideas to the British 
Parliament — men who would not there fear to give ez«> 
Iffession to the feelings and demands of their con-^ 
stitueney, and give the world to understand what the 
Irish people want. He regarded Mr. Parnell, the 
Obstructionist, as the best Irish reoresentative in the 



Britisli Parliament. While he did not think Mr.' 

£iggar poBsessed as nnich ability he had the honeatjr 
and fearlessness of Mr. Pamell, whom he acknow- 
ledged as his leader. He referred to Mr. O'Cknmor 
Power and his visit to America, and also to Mr. 
0*Donnell, who, he said, had disgracefully betrayed the 
trust of the Irish people. Devoy spoke in Mr. Davitt's 
presence, and this is what Devoy says :— 

*' I will say that I endorse the views set forth in the 
very able lecture you have just heard from Mr. Davitty^ 
and that I fully approve of the public policy he pro- 
poses for the National party. I think, however, that 
some porticms of it require further elabora^on and 
plainer speaking. I think the National party should, 
take a more active - part in the public life of the 
country and endeavour to mould public opinion at home! 
and abroad for the benefit of the National cause. I. 
think we have remained in the btckground too long,, 
and allowed the country to be misrepresented. I think the 
time has come when we should step to the front in the 
broad light of day and proclaim to the world what we 
want ; that it is time to push aside the men who misre-J 
present Ireland in Parliament and in the local publia 
bodies throughout Ireland. Until this is done we shall boi 
misunderstood on the Continent of Europe, and eveni 
here in America^ and our cause must suffer in eonse**/ 
quence." 

He then says in the same speech that Ireland -woulc^ 
.never be satisfied with federal connexion, and thm 
f(ays this : — 

'* Now there is one clause in the platform propose4( 
by Mr. Davittthat I would like to see further elabo'^ 
rated and made more clear and distinct — I mean thej 
clause about the land question. The land question ia 
the question of questions in Ireland, and the one upon: 
-which the National party must speak out in the plainest 
language. I am, of course, in favour of stopping evio*. 
tions and encouraging measures looking towaras tlte 
establishment of a peasant proprietary, but I would go, 
further than that. I think the only true solution of • 
the land question is the abolition of landlordism. The< 
landlord system is the greatest curse inflicted by £ng^ 
land on Ireland, and Ireland will never be prosperous: 
fQX happy until it is rooted out. The land of Ireland] 
il>elong8 to the people of Ireland and to .them Alone, .and/ 
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we most not be afraid to say so Kow, I 

believe in Iriih independence, bat I don*t beGeve it 
would be worth while to free Ireland if that forei^ 
landlord system were to be left standing. I am in 
favour of sweeping away every vestige of the English 
connexion, and this accursed landlord system above and 
before aU." 

If these speeches were delivered in Mr. Davitt's pre- 
sence, and I do not think he will deny the substance or 
Acooracy of the reports of any speeches which 
were, in fact, delivered before him, I do not thinir tiiat 
it can be said he was ignorant of what the aims of the 
Amerioan section were. The Times has said the object 
of the Land Leagne — the object of Mr. Parnell and the 
apeakert whom he sent oat---was to sweep away land- 
Jtordism — to root it out of the ground ; and the way they 
did BO was by an organization which tyrannized over 
.the poor tenant, who had never before been attacked, in 
.order to make it^impossible for him to carry on the 
relationa which had previously existed betwe^i landlord 
and tenant. I have proved what, I believe, is admitted 
by Mr. Davitfc to be substantially a correct review of 
ine programme which he was enunciating in 1878 ; at 
any rate I have gone some steps on the road to prove 
to your Lordships that what you neard enunciated m the 
speeches of the Irish members in 1880, 1881, and 1882 
. Ittd been hatched, devised, and planned in America, by 
Davitt who was obtaining the support of America, and 
was not simply and solely the arraugement or i)lanning 
of those who had to do with the Irisn organization. One 
of the main and principal charges in this indictment of 
connpiracy against these men is that it was a consniracy 
with those American Irish who have advocatnl ana stiU 
advocate those iniquitous modes ot carrying on this con- 
8piracy,which they called a bond fide political organiza- 
tion. Davltt's visit to America was a short one. He 
advocated those principles, obtained a very large 
amount of support, and came back to report the result 
to those at home. As far as I can recollect, the date 
Mr. Davitt came to England aeain was the autumn of 
1878. Your Lordships will find that this arrangement 
and confederation between the extreme section and the 
home party was constantly spoken of as " the new 
departure.^ It was, as far as we can trace history, 
the first time that an attempt had been mnde t« 
brincr ftha Fenian orsanization. or the nntrnmo nt 



tbe FeidMi or|rszuzation, Inr which I mean Uie eztreine 
XMirty in America, in toucn with the land agitation. 
And in so far as it gave to Mr. Famell a power io 
Parliament which he never had before it was eminentli 
enceessful. Bat what The Timet has said, and I have 
repeated so many times in the ooome of my lengthy 
aadress in opening this ease, is that that power only 
coald exist oy reason of the reign of temr and iof 
timidation which was rendered effectoal by the orimea 
that were committed. Nothing else eonld possibly 
Ifive the force, the vitality, and the power to the 
organization of which Mr. Pamell was in JEBngland the 
representative. As I said yesterday it created crimes 
which had never before been heard of in Ireland.There 
are hundreds of instances of injuries and outrages to 
persons for paying their rent^-simply for paying their 
rent. I believe it will be proved before vour Lord- 
ships that an outrage upon a person for paying his rent 
was practically unknown before 1880. I malce this 
statement boldly, and my learned friends mav cheek or 
disprove it if tney can, and I believe it will turn out 
that the mode of terrorizing by outrages or assaults, 
firing at persons simply because they had fnlfllled their 
obligatious to their landlord, was absolutely new. And 
In a few months, my Lords, 1 may say it grew to be a 
system, and I think I shall satisfy your Lordships that 
Davitt in 1878 got the adherence of the American 
section by telling them that independence would be 
secured by the driving away of the landlord class, and 
that the way in which they attempted to uproot the land' 
lord class was by attacking a class they had never attacked 
before. Unless my learned friends are able to displaee 
these premisses, I submit that the logical consequence 
is that this power of Mr. Famell and this organisa- 
tion did rest upon that organized conspiracy for crime 
and on nothing else. Now, my Lords, I maintained to 
your Lordships that on this visit Mr Davitt secured 
the Iriih World. I shall be able to prove that inter- 
views did take place between him and Mr. Ford, and 
he also secured uie interest of the Boston Pilot, which 
was managed by Mr. J. B. O'Betlly, who was, I 
believe, a Fenian — whether convicted or not I do not 
know.- Now, my Lords, there was in December, 1878« 
• further statement by Mr. Davitt of what I call th« 
new departure platform. 
Bib C. BuaaxLL.— Where is this f 
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The AxeoxsnY-QissvRAh,^! believe it was tmbiiahecr* > 
Ijn Boston od December 8, 1878. 

Mr. Michael Davitt. — I did not come back in 1878 ; 
at iras in September, 1879. 

The Attobnby-Gsnebal.— Mr. Daritt will 6nd I do 
,&ot- attach much importance to this date ; but I am 
now referring to a statement in Mr. Davitt's lecture^ 
.pobllshed with his authority and edited bj himself, 
and therefore I am satisfied I am quoting something 
whioh Mr. Davitt will not repudiate. I think it wifi 
be better if I make my statement as to what I am pre» 
pared to proTS, and if I make any mistake, then it will 
fall npon me ; but as far as I am able to do so, I 
shall prove the substantial accuracy of the reports, 
,He asKB| '* How it is that the Nationalist party is 
niunerically the strongest in sentiment and sympathy 
while not so in action ?" Assuming the position of b, 
^mall Tipperary tenant farmer, he answers : — 

'* The j^ationalist party tells me that when inde- 
pendence is won I wul no longer be at the mercy of 
AQ English landlord. . . Yellow meal porridge is a 
more snbstantial meal than visionary plentv, and if 
the Nationalists want me to believe in and labour a 
little for independence they must first show themselves 
desirous and strong enough to stand between me and the 
fower which a single Englishman wields over me (italics 
in original). . . Let them show that the social well- 
being of our people is the motive of their actions and 
aim of their endeavours while striving for the grand 
object ahead, and then the farming classes in Ireland 
will rally round them to assist in reaching that 
object.** 

My Lords, it is evident that if that be found to be a 
correct paraphrase of the argument, it is clear that 
.4he object he had in view was to enlist, to get upon 
their side, a class who previously had no sjrmpathy 
with them. And how ? By tyranny, by intimidation ; 
by tyranny over these men who were afraid for theix 
iUves of resisting the action of the Irish Lea|^e. 
Nay, more — ^I say this, .and I give my learned friend 
-the benefit of- It — ^it was by appealing to self* 
interest, to the greed of the Irish tenant, that this 
organization also was enabled to a certain extent ta 
ODtain its power, because it was by that which I do 
not hesitate to state to your Lordships is illegal-<-has , 
been declared to be ilUsKal^bj A conodraey or com* 
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]}>ination to prevent the tenants from paying their 
rents who were willing to pay, that they were able to 
enlist, first, those who did not want to pay ; and, 
Bocondly, to get under their thnmb, aye, ana worse 
than under their thomb, those who were afraid to pay 
because of the vengeance which might come down 
upon them. I have taken a series of speeches of 
Sir. Davitt's in America. I have taken the resolutions 
to which he |;ave adherence, I have taken his own 
explanation oi the programme Mr. Davitt advocated, 
and I say, my Lords, that that shows that this pro- 

framme, which had not previously been initiated in 
reland, came from America, and not in any way from 
the Irish Nationalists on this side. Mr. Davitt 
having outlined the programme, Mr, Devoy got the 
Irish Kevolutionists to give their assent to the new 
movement. Thus we have the Fenians, the Revolu- 
tionists, the extreme party, all working with a com- 
mon object. That being so, there was no difficulty 
then about subscriptions coming from America, and 
after that your Lordships will find Mr. Ford very 
shortly working hard to promote this common pur- 
pose. I am not sure whether Mr. Egan was at 
that time in America — I rather think he was-~ 
but, immediately on Davitt's having succeeded 
in obtaining^ the allegiance of the American 
section to his new programme, he endeavoured to 
secure the support of Mr. Pamell and his followers. 
As far as I can gather from what I shall be able 
to put before your Lordships, Che first offer of negotia- 
tions with Mr. Parnell and his followers came from 
Mr. Davitt, and not from Mr. Parneli to the American 
section. I shall be able to show that Patrick Egan, 
the treasurer, and T. Brennan, the secretary of tJie 
League, were the first consulted. It is a very remark- 
able thing, to which I must call your Lordships' special 
attention, in connexion with my argument yesterday 
as to Mr. ParnelPs position after the Phoenix Park 
murders, that it will be found from Mr. Davitt's own 
account of his interviews with Mr. Pamell that at 
this time Mr. Parneli, although favourably impressed 
with portions of the new policy, hesitated about 
throwing himself into it, ** fearing that he might be 
pushed further than he deemed it prudent to go, and 
zancying that some of its Nationalist advocates 
harboured insurrectionary projects that might be 
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BpruDs on the moveioeiit durioe some popalar excfxe- 
ment/' I believe that it wifl turn out that on that 
ground there was reluctance on the x>&it of Mr. Parnell 
to be dragged into this conspiracy in the first instance. 
What did he mean by ** being pushed further tnan he 
thought it prudent to go ?" Was it into closer connexion 
with O 'Donovan Kossa and Finerty, who advocated 
the blowing up of public buildings and the sacking of 
London, Manchester, and other cities, as was admitted 
by Ford in his papers ? It does throw a remarkable 
light upon the growtn of this conspiracy, on the way in 
which it gradually ^rew up — aye, and on the wav in 
which the constitutional party were gradually involved 
in the quagmire and slough of despond, the effects of which 
they have not shaken off to this day,and which it is doubt* 
{nl whether they ever will shake off. The position of Mr 
I'arnell was that he feared lest he should be dragged 
too far, and he hesitated to join the connexion upon 
the platform upon which Mr.' Davitt had secured 
the alliance, support, and adherence of the American 
party. Early in 1879, before the formation of the Land 
League, the agitation commenced in Ireland^ and it 
was commenced by a speech of Mr. Davitt's in 
Mill town, in county Gal way. The actual date of the 
meeting at which that speech was delivered I am 
afraid I cannot give your Lordelups, but I think that it 
was about the oeginning of the year 1879. At that 
meeting, Mr. Davitt said : — 

*' I would advise the tenant farmers to feed them- 
selves and their children, to live comfortably and 
decently, to keep their cabins neat, and send their 
children to school, and if there was snfficient left to 
pay the landlords the rent they demand." ... He 
continued : — '* What had organization done for Ire- 
land ? The organization to wmch he bsd the honour to 
belong — ^the Fenian organization (loud and prolonged 
cheersWt^iat orgsnization disestablished tne Irish 
Churcn. So said Mr. Gladstone. Well, an organization 
of the tenant farmers would disestablish the landlords 
in half the time. (Cheers.)" 

I think that it will turn out that some other of the gentle- 
men named made speeches at that meeting, bat I admit 
that it was held before the formation of the Land 
League and before any attempt was made to form a 
universal organization. The Land League was actually 
formed at the Imnerial Hotel in Dublin on the 2l8t of 
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October, 1879, Mr. Pamell being present with Kcttlo, 
Bgan, and others. It was necessary to obtain funds for 
starting the Irish Land League, and the question is, 
where did they come from? I made a statement yestor^ 
day, then supposed to be a mistake, but which I now 
And to bo perfectly correct — that the money required 
for starting Unit'^d Ireland came from America. When 
it was found necessary to start an auxiliary movement 
the funds were advanced ^ by Davitt, but the money 
came from funds in America. The indebtedness for 
that advance Davitt took upon himself, titie money 
being supplied from the American funds : — 

** In August, 1879, two months before the Land 
League was organized, seeing that some money was 
necessa^, I put myself in communication with Patrick 
Pord, of the Iriih World ; John Boyle O'Beilly, of tho 
Bofion Pilot ; John Devov ; the late Patrick Mahon, of 
Rochester ; and Dr. William Carroll, of Philadolphia. 
1 represented to them, as personal friends of mine, 
and representative men in America, the importance of 
this agitation in Ireland. ... I told them the 
agitation had been carried on to that point at tho 
personal expense of a few men, and that in order that 
it should be made a great movement it would be 
necessary to start an auxiliary movement in America, 
so as to allow those who had been driven out of Ire- 
land by landlordism to co-operate with us in our elTortB 
to drive landlordism out in turn.'* 

And then he goes on to state that he took from a fund 
called the National Fund the sum of £303 8s., which bo 
regarded as a debt- for which be considered hiiiLself to 
be personally responsible ; so much so that when Mr. 
Parnell and Mr. Dillon desired that it should be re- 
paid Davitt would not allow it to be repaid, alleging 
that it was a personal debt due from himself. I think 
that your Lordships will find that the National Fund 
was another name for the Skirmishing Fund, and that 
the Skirmishing Fund was one subscribed to lay tho 
great cities oi England in ashes. The object with 
which the subscriptions were obtained was that the 
money might be available for acts of the greatest 
violence. It does not much matter for the particular 
purpose whether the £300 came out of one purse or 
another. The significant fact is that the a<lvancoof this 
money shows that this ^ movement was not due 
to the sDontaneoua action of certain gentlemoJi 
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fuizions to secure a reform of the land laws of 
their country, but that, on the contrary, it 
was necessar^r for starting this agitation on 
new lines that its promoters should have a considerable 
gfom of money. Your Lordships will find that the 
movement in Ireland was started with so much energy 
and spirit that, in the course of two or three years, 
branches of the organization were established by the 
liundred wherever they could obtain a footing in the 
country, and the enienses of these branches, no doubt, 
came from the subscriptions that subsequently poured 
in. Passing as rapidly as I can over the year 1879, I 
wish to call your Lordships* attention to a statement 
of Davitt's in writing on the 21st of May, 1884. I, of 
course, am not going to pass o^er altogether the inter- 
vening time, but I wish to show your Lordships that 
the statements he made in 1879 are onljr slightly quali- 
fied bv the statements he made in writing afterwards. 
But what is perhaps of more importance is that I am 
about to show that this theory, this principle of the de- 
atruction — ^the complete destruction— of Irish landlordism, 
was admitted by him to be the main and principal 
object of this conspiracy and organization which he 
founded. His letter is a lengthy one, but among other 
things he says : — 

' ' The Land League was not of American, but of 
Mayo origin, as no such name or organization was 
heard of previous to the holding of a county confer- 
ence in Castlebar on the 16th of August, 1879, at 
which the National Land League of Mayo was 
established, and a declaration of principles and a poUcy 
of agitation proclaimed, upon which the subsequent 
National Land League of Ireland was modelled. 

*' The platform of the Land League from which Mr, 
Bullivan quotes was not drawn in the City of New 
York by Irish Nationalists, but in the Imperial Hotel, 
Dublin, on the 21st of October, 1879, by Messrs, 
Pamell, Egan, Brennan, Kettle,^ and your humble 
servant ; or, more correctly speaking, by two of theso 
eentlemen in consultation with the rest. 
Yes, but Mr. Davitt forgets that he had previously 
pointed out that the platform on which he was ablo 
or hoped to unite all the parties had been previously 
constituted, if not designed, in America in the previous 
year. He goes on to say : — 

" The first plank of this platform was not a declara« 
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tion for self-ffovemment, nor was therer any alliuion 
to or demand for self-government in the platform of 
the Land Leagae, as adopted at the initial meeting in 
the Imperial Hotel in October, 1879, and from which 
Mr. Sallivan anotes correctly in reference to a plank 
which was adopted thereat — ^namely, peasant pro« 
prietaiy." 

He then proceeds to deal with some matters which do 
not direotly bear upon the point to which I am ad* 
dressing myself. 

Mr. Davitt.— Why not read it all ? • 

The Attornet-GTenbiul.'-I will read it all with 
the greatest pleasure, but I think, if I am to read the 
whole of the speeches, instead of my address ocoapying 
days it will occupy weeks. 

Mr. Davitt. — I do not insist upon it. 

The Attorney-General.— I will read anything that 
is fair, but there is nothing to qualify it. I have not 
the slightest objection — if it is thought at any timf 
that there is anvthing to qualify what I am reading, I 
will read the whole. 

Sir C. Eussell.— :We have not copies. 

The Presidbitt.— Are you going to hand in this ? 

The Attorney -GENERAx.—Not this particular doecu* 
ment, my lord. 

Mr. Davitt. — I have no particulars whatever,so far. 

The President. — It is not a question of partioulan. 

The Attorney-General.— I am reading Irom an ex>' 
tract from my brief. 

The President.— Quite so ; bat it is avowedly a 
part of a speech ? 
" The Attorney-General.— Yes. 

The President.— I understand what Mr. Davitt ask» 
for is the opportunity of seeing Ulae whole of the con* 
text? '^'^ ^ 

Mr. Davitt. — ^Yes. 

The President.— -I want to know in what vay yoa 
will supply that. 

The Attorney-General.— As a matter of fact, it ig 
a letter I was reading, not a speech* I will give Mr. 
Davitt ^ a copy of it, and when I pat it in, the whole 
of it will be put in. All I was aealing with at the 
present time was making clear my point by an extract 
from the letter. 

The President.— My anxiety at the moment was to 
.•satisfy Mr* Davitt* 
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Mr. Davitt. — I hore to get a copy of the speeones. 

The PitESiDENT.— The Attorney-General has under- 
taken that you shall have a copy of every speech he 
refers to as implicating you in any way. 

The Attorney-General.— Yes ; and every bpeech 
t read will be printed in the day's note, as your Lord- 
ehip pointed out. 

Sir G. Russell.— You are only reading portions of 

The Attornet-General.— My leartied friend has 
again fallen into the same error he made on the first day. 
I have only got extracts from the speeches. All that 
I use I shall put in — the whole of it. I believe tliat 
in every single instance, my Lord, my learned friend 
has got copies of all the speeches I'^have read. Ho 
has already got them from the Freeman't Journal* 

Sir C. Kussell. — I can assure you I have not. 

The Attorney-General.— They are to he found 
there. 

Sir C. Russell.— What I was pointing ont was that 
the day's note will only sujyply what my learned friend 
reads. 

The President.— Pardon me. I thought it was agreed 
between you that the whole document of which the At- 
torney-General read a part should appear in tiie note, and 
in that belief I have given directions that there should 
be a portion enclosed in brackets to show how much was 
read oy the Attorney-General. 

Sir C. Russell. — My Lord, we hear that for the 
first time. We understood that to refer simply to the 
police reports which were supposed by ns to have been 
made for the Government and the marginal notes show- 
ing by whom they were made. We aie glad to hear 
that statement from your Lordship, but I do not think 
that the course you have indicated has been followed 
80 far. That undoubtedly will be a great assistance. 
Then we are to understand that, in every casein which 
the Attorney ^General has read a passage from what 
purports to be a letter or a speech . of any person in- 
criminated the whole of that letter or the whole of 
that speech is to be set out iirthe shorthand notes ? 

The Attorney-General. — My learned friend will 
nnderstaud nothing of the kind. 

The President.— Thai is what I did mean. 

The Attorney-Qeneral.— I intended to explain what 
was the real fact* 
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The Fbssidiht.'— I had to choofie between two 
courses, whether or not simply to let the shorthand 
note represent what fell from the AttomeT-GeQerara 
lips. In that ease the remainder of the documents, 
whatever they are, would not appear, and in that case 
they would have been put in an appendix. I thought 
it would be more convenient to all if I had it printed 
in the text, so to speak, with an indication of how 
much the Attorney-General had quoted. 

Sir G. Russsll.— We think that would be a very 
convenient course, which n^ learned friend, as I at 
least understand it, doee not assent to. Youc Lordship 
means that whenever my learned friend reads a passage 
from what purports to be a letter or a speech from any 
incriminated person that the whole of the context la 
to appear, ana the part not read by the Attorney* 
General is to appear m brackets. 

The Prbsidbnt.— That is my meaning. 

The Attornst-Gsnsral.— As I have not had the 
opportunity of saying a word to your Lordship at the 
present moment, I may say my learned friend is from 
oeginning to end entirely in error. I produce the 
whole of the extract I have read and the whole report 
of the speedi. I have handed to my learned friona the 
whole of it, and the whole of it appears upon the note. 
There has been no keeping back anything. 

The Pbbsident.— No. 

The Attornkt-Gsnkral.— Or suppression by me ol 
any part. 

The PRESIPEN-T.—Kobody has suggested it. 

The Attornky-Gknieiux,— Pardon me. 

The Presidknt.— At any rate I did not notice it. 

The Attornsy-Gkneral.— The personal obeervation 
wan made. 

Sir 0. RusSKLL. — My friend is under a misappre- 
hension. I was not complaining with regard to t£kose 
speeches which were road and which purported to be 
taken by the police-constables. I do not complain with 
regard to those, because my learned friend handed me 
copies at the time, and they appeared on the note. 
But now your Lordship*s observation is of wider range 
—namely, that whenever he is reading speeches or 
letters, the whole of the text of the speeches and 
letters is to appear on the note : the part not read ia 
to appear in bracketa^ 
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The Attorkey-Gbnsbal.— I hsye not tbe materials 
for doing that. 

The Pbbsident.— If you have not the materials yoa 
cannot do it : but yoa are now reading from some 
docomeut whioh porports to be what Mr. Davitt has 
said. 

The Attosnet-Gekebal. — I am reading a letter^ 
itnd I have stated I will pat in the whole of it. 

The Pbesidestt. — ^Perhaps you will eontinae to do 
that. 

The ATTOBjrEY-GBifrBBAL. — If I might be allowed to 
make my statement again, I will undertake to pat 
upon the note the whole of every document I have 
nom whieh I make an abstract. 

The President.— Yes. 

The ATT0BNE7-GENEKAL.^-And I have never attempted 
or proposed simply to have put in the particular 
poition I read. 

The PBESIDENT.— We are all agreed. 

Sib O. Bussell. — ^Again, in order to prevent any 
fature misunderstanding, does that or does not that 
a^ply to the speeches portions of which my learned 
Friend reads — ay or no ? 

The Attornet-General. — I have not got the whole 
of the speeches. I have only reports. A man may 
Bpeak for two hours, but I may have only a few lines 
bi his speech. 

The Itresident. — If you have not got the whole of 
them it will be open to Sir Charles Bussell to correct 
you by referring to such reports as do exist ; but what 
yon do ose you will put in the whole of it. 

The Attorney-General.— Without exception the 
tt^hole extract at my command of every speech I read 
shall be put in. 

The President.— I will look at the next day's note 
ftnd see for myself whether it fulfils my idea of what 
zmght to be done. 

The Attorney-General. — I am informed that in a 
very large number of instances my learned friend has 
the reports of the speeches as they appeared in the 
Vreeman^B Journal. 

Sir C. Bussell. — That is correct to a large extent. 

The President. — At all events they are easily ac- 
cessible to you ? 

6iA C. BvssEUi,— Yes« my Itord, 
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The ATTOfiimr*GEsnEBAL.*-«A eonsid^rtkble iuimb«r oC 
bhe reports are akeady in the possession of My 
leamea friend's olients. The application would indi- 
cate that we had put in oulj a small part of what I 
quoted, whereas, in fact, I pot in the whole. With 
reffard to the particular matter under discnssioiiy I 
did not wiA to read the whole, because the rest of 
the document would, to a certain extent, intr6daCo 
other topics not germane to that with which I was deal- 
ing at the time. I will now resume by reading that 
part of the letter which is material to what I was 
aiscossing at that particular moment. Mr. Daritt pio« 
ceeds to say :— - 

'* The principle upon which the Land League wmtf 
founded is,as a matter of oouite, subject for dispute and 
difference of opinion, and the * Programme ' niiich 
was drawn up by the persons named and embodied in 
resolutions of the Conference on the 21st of October, 
1879 (inasmuch as it did not comprise any devand 
for self-goinemment), cannot be credited with contain* 
ing the whole ' principle' upon which the Land League 
was founded. The organizers of the Conference nad 
to consider the advisability of framing such a pro- 
gramme as would not ' scare ' any timid land reformer 
away from the projected movement, and it was fur- 
ther considered necessary to render it eminently eono 
etitutional for the double purpose of legal protection 
against the Castle and to enable members of Parlia<4 
ment to defend it within the House of Commons. 
What, then, was the principle upon which the Land 
League was founded ? I maintain that it was the 
complete destruction of Irish landlordism— first, as the 
system which was responsible for the poverty and 
periodical famines which have decimated Ireland ; and 
secondly, because landlordism was a British garrisdn 
which barred the way to national independence." 
At any iate,that passage is very distinct, and it shows 
clearly that the system under which there were any 
kindlords at all was to be swept away, to the comnlete 
destruction of Irish landlordism, *' because landlordism 
was a British garrison which barred the way to national 
independence."' Your Lordships may judge from the 
facts I have presented to you with reference, to^ the 
objects of this conspiracy whether the allefgations 
we have put into the particulars of " Pamellism and 
Crime " da aol really represent the platf orzn • end 
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ih* olijeeii of ibe organisation lij which these teetioui 
of the revolntionaij inoTeni«nt were bound together. 
Your Lordihips will perhaps recoUeet that I read « 
statement that Mr. Pamell was afraid that he might 
be drawn further into the matter than he deeined 
fMndaiit ; bat here is a statement that the House 
of Conmions and timid land reformers might be 
frightened away from the. projected movement. Bat 
af terwuds it was discovered that timid land reformers 
might be frightened into the movement. What would 
these timid land reformers have thought if it had 
been pat in black and white that firing into 
bouses and firing at people who had paid their rent 
was a means by which the land reformer was to bring 
about the reforms he desired ? Your Lordships 
will judge of that matter. Now, my Lords, in 
the autuiim of 1879 Ifr. Pamell himself went 
to America to start the Irish-American Land 
Leagae, and on the 11th of March, 1880, was held 
the New York hotel eonferenoe. There were present* 
among others, John Breslin, one of the trustees of the 
Skirnulshing Fond : Bdward Carey ; Dr. Carroll, a 
trustee of the Skirmishing Fund ; B. O'Meagher 
Condon, sentenced to death for the murder of Seng^eant 
Brett ; John Devoy, trustee of the Skirmishing Fund : 
Ur. T. P. O'Connor, not the member of the Uoose of 
Commons, for whom he was mistaken once, owin^ to 
the similarity of name ; and Mr. Pamell. The priooipal 
thing that was done at that meeting was to start the 
Irish American Land Organisation, and Mr. Pamell 
asked that there should be formed a National Irish 
Land League in the United States which should be 
auziliafy to the Irish National Land League in 
Dublin. Beyond the fact of the starting of this 
organisation and that the roll of delegates was 
called over, I am not at present in a position to 
give your Lordships any information of what actuallT 
passed at that meeting, because I do not think 
that any public reports of its proceedings appeared ; 
but I think it is quite possible that in the course 
of these proceedings some farther evidence will 
be given to your Lordships of what passed at that 
New York hotel conference. However, it is quite 
sufBcient for my present purpose to show that its 
object was the starting of this organisation to work 
witl\ the Dublin Xieacoe. and that the nersons who 



TBB SPECIAL COMICiBSIOir. 2S9 

^ere appointed as delegates included Breslin, DeToy. 
Carroll, and Oondou. Kow, my Lords, Mr. Pamell 
aftpeared and made a speech on Febraary 23, 1880, afc 
Cincinnati. I have alleged before your I«ordahipa 
tiiat it was essential for Mr. Famell to show the 
American section that he was working for the complete 
Independence of Ireland so as to keep in his platform 
iliat one plank which had been so clearlv stated by 
Davitt. In the coarse of that speech Mr. PaixxeU 
said:-— 

*' We are engaged in a great work in Ireland. . . 
With yonr help in keeping our people alive this 
winter, I feel confident we shall kill the Irish landlord 
^stem. And when we have given Ireland to the 
people of Ireland, we shall have laid the foundation 
apon which to build our Irish nation. The feudal 
tenure and the rule of the minority have been the 
comer-stone of English misrule. Full out that corner- 
stone, break it up, destroy it, and you nuderaiine 
English misgovemment. When we have undermined 
Bnfflish misgovemment. we haye payed the way for 
Ireland to take her place among the nations of the 
earth. And let us not forget that that is the ultimate 
goal at which all we Irishmen aim. None of us-* 
whether we are in Jiimerica or in Ireland, or wherever 
wc may be — will be satisfied until we have destroyed 
the last link which keeps Ireland bound to England." 
New, my Lords, some years afterwards Mr. FameU 
repudiated the last sentenoe of that speech. He waf 
immediatelv confronted with the reports of the speech 
which had never been in ant^ way qualified or 
repudiated, and, as far as the evidence goes, I think 
it will be found that except on that one solitary 
occasion, Mr. Farnell never denied that that was a 
correct report ; and I shall show your Lordships thai 
one ground for the temporary quarrel between Mr. 
Farnell and Mr. Ford was that Mr, Ford contended 
that Mr. Pamell was wrong to deny that sentence in 
his speech, and that it was unwise and unnecessary to 
disavow that particular passage. That was a speech 
published in the JrUh World for the purpose of 
getting money. It was printed in the Irish World and 
circulated in America in order to induce the Irish 
people in America to subscribe to the movement. I 
ibail be able to produce copies of the Irish World and 
to show that that q^ech was referred to subseauently. 
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'from wbieh the sapplies of the Land Leagae were 
Arawfi. I sajf my Lords, it is perfectly clear, from 
iwbat is known of and recognued as the necessity for 
drawing together the Tarious strands of the organiaa* 
;tion so as to gather them into one rope — ^it is perfectly 
ehear from what Davitt had said that Mr. Famell could 
not hattt stirred in America nnless he had made that 
0peech« I ask ^our Lordships to remember that in 
one of the earlier speeches of Mir. Davitt he dis<»notly 
stated that their only goal was to brine about the 
[complete separation of Ireland from En^and, and he 
wonld never allow that to be driven from his mind. 
;It woold indeed have been utterly nseless to repudiate 
ithat main plank of the American platform, and then to 
eaqpect American support. I have now a series of 
[letters and telegrams to read to your Lordships which 
I have passed between Tarious representatives of the Irish 
lisnd League and Mr. Ford. I will oi^ say letters^ 
my Lords, because the system was that a letter was 
sent by post — and a letter posted on the 5th of a month 
would arrive in ^America about the 12th — and would 
then be printed in the following issue of the Irith 
World as a cablegram. In all protobility the object of 
ealling them cablegrams was to attach to them some 
^ttle more importance. On May 5, 1880, Davitt sent 
this message to the Editor of the Irish World :— 
** Copies 01 the Irish World should be sent to all parts 
of Ireland. Bishop Moran, of Ossory (a nephew of 
Cardinal Oullen) denounced it and the Land League. 
May Heaven open his eyes to the truth I ' Spread the 
Light.* " I have already called your Lordships' atten- 
tion to that expression and its peculiar significance, and 
yon will remember that the *• Spread the Light Fund •' 
was a fund for spreading this pernicious literature in 
Ireland. In the year 1880 Mr. Davitt appears to have 
gone to America again, and in the course of a tour 
there he made several speeches, and certainly some 
of those speeches were wortiiy of him. My object in 
calling attention to these speeches is to show that 
these gentlemen were obliged to advocate, and did 
advocate, complete separation as distinguished from the 
destruction or landlordism, which was the topic in 
Ireland. On August 28, 1880, Mr. Davitt, in a speech 
at Chicago at the annual picnic of the '* TTnited Irish 
Bodetiea of Chicago^'' alluded to the seisore Off the 



%DB SKBCtiX- COMUISSXCUSB, lil 

forty sons by the British constabnlaiT, and declared 
that me conTulsion of horror whicn grew ont of 
fX was because the English Govermnent knew 
there were men in Ireland to-day absolutely feverish 
to elntch hundreds and thousands of rifles, in 
order, not only to abolish Irish landlordism, but 
to consummate the hopes of Irishmen of abolishing 
something else. The penal code, he said, making it a 
crime to oe an Irishman, had been established by Irish 
landlords, and the peopde of Ireland to-day in the face 
of the world were making it a crime to be an Irish 
landlord. In the evening of the same day Mr. Davitt 
referred to ** the noble work of the Order both here 
and in Ireland, in its charitable as well as its political 
aspects. It had been the first organization, as suchi 
that sympathized with the people of Ireland in the 
warfare against Irish landlordism. If necessarr, he 
was sure that the hands which now dispensed charity 
would dispense blows to the enemies of Ireland, and 
that if the people there were ever in a position to 
strike a blow lor independence the Order would 
nobly respond to their call.'' In using tiie words " the 
noble ^oxk of the Order,'* he referred to the Order of 
Hibernians — ^the ** Civic and Military Organizations of 
the Ancient Order of Hibernians." Then, there having 
been a speech at the same meeting by Mr. A. 8ul-< 
livan, Mr. Davitt made a further speech, in which he 
said : — 

** The present conflict, if it could be avoided, would 
not be one of physical force. Ireland had not the 
means for that, and to engage in nrematmre insurrec- 
tion would be a mistake, and woula be apt to alienate 
the common-sense people of America, mt the Land 
League was not opposed to the cause of Irish indepen* 
dence. If Ireland was ever to become independent, 
however, she must socially emancipate her people by 
striking off the social fetters that oound their Drains 
and muscles. When that was done Irish brain and' 
muscle would carve out a pathway to Irish freedom." 
Xhen on September 4, 1880, at St. Louis, he said :-• 

'* The practical question of the agitation was, ' How 
shall we abolish the landlords, and what shall we pot 
in their place ? ' (Cries of * Shoot them.') No, that 
was not the remedy. He did not believe in shooting 
them ; he would instead * shoot ' the system. Shoot* 
ing landlozds woald not settle the questioD. If it wooldf 



1943 TATJKKLnSM. AST) CBIMB. 

the question cottld be easily soWed. They ha^ no right 
to resort to such means, and by doing so they would 
alienate the sympathies of the American people and of 
aU other neoples. . . . As to comiH^nsation to the 
Irish lanolords, he was a good deal like Kedpath, of 
the New York Tribune, who is doing such noble service 
by the exposition of the condition of Ireland in his 
letters from that country. Bedpath declared that if the 
Irish landlords received the compensation due to them 
they should each be sent to prison for ten years. . . 
If England desired to keep the peace in Ireland and 
preserve her rule, she will recognize the just demands 
of the Irish people. Otherwise, the world might somo 
day bo startled by some act of Sicilian vengeance 
that would cause it to stand aghast." 

Then there is another speeeh on September 11 of the 
iame year, at Kansas : — 

"In addition to that we have, as you have already 
been told, declared an unceasing war against land- 
lordism, not a war to call on our people to shoulder 
the rifle and go out in open field and settle the 
question that is now agitating Ireland. Although I am 
not opposed to a settlement of that; nature providing I 
could see a chance of success ; but for the fourth time 
during the present century we have trietl a physical 
struggle with England, and instead of harting England 
we have generally hurt ourselves. Now I believe it 
is far better to meet on different ^^nnd, and to do 
battle in a different mode. And in declaring this war 
against Irish landlords — in not paying rent in order to 
bring down their garrison in Imiffland («tc>~ we know 
we are doing a proper work. We are preparing the 
way for that independence which yon enjoy in this 
great American Republic. At present, however, we 
are engaged in a peaceful revolution. . . . James 
Bedpath, an American who went over to Ireland and 
travelled considerably in that country, and saw a 
great number of the impoverished and hard-working 
dass of our people, declared in Dublin that the only 
compensation he would give the Irish landlords would 
be about three yards of rope, and» in an emphatie 
manner so peculiar to Americans, he declared he 
would make every one of them work three months to 
earn the rope before he would hang them. Now, I am 
not in favour ol saeh severe measures as that» although 
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I think a Utile imprisonment Tifited upon them would 
improYe their morals/' 

Assuming these reports to be substantially accorate — and 
they were publicly reported in the Press and in no way 
repudiated or disclaimed by Mr. Davitt — I do not 
think that after those speeches and utterances it can 
be suggested that the wav in which they were en- 
deavouring to organize in tnis matter was other, so far 
as the American section was concerned, than one which 
pointed to complete independence as their ultimate 

foal. I do not propose at the present time to trouble your 
lordships with more detailed extracts — unfortunately 
I have a good manv more extracts with regard to later 
incidents to which I shall have to refer — but I shall 
^ow ^our Lordships that in the year 1880 they were 
speaking of dynamite as the new political* agent, and 
were describing the execution of Irish landlords as the 
execution of land thieves ; and this is important with 
reference to subsequent conduct. They were also re- 
commending Irishwomen to throw vitriol upon the 
persons who came tu execute the process * of 
the law. I have not any instructions at the 
present moment as to whether or not that particular 
method of carrying on the warfare was known in Ire- 
land before the year 1880 ; but be that as it mav, upon 
the instructions I have before me such a kind of resist- 
ance had not been heard of before. It is significant 
with the *' spread of the li^ht '* and the Irish World 
being sent to all parts of Ireland — ^it is important to 
notice that among the recommendations was one to 
Irishwomen to throw out vitriol on the bailiffs. I 
have no particular Incident in the year 1880 
with reference to the American coonexion, but 
throughout that year it will be proved that thd 
Irish World was being sent to and circulated in large 
numbers throughout Ireland, and I am instructed that 
it will be proved that it was circulated to a large 
extent by the Irish Land League, and that copies were 
to bo found in the hands of the local branches of the 
Irish Land League. Further, my Lords, I think I shall be 
able to satisfy you that if these newspapers were sent 
direct, they were sent by an organization which was 
not uneonnected with the Irish Land League or the 
American affiliated society. Now I should like to 
refer to two or three letters which seem to put that 
beyond donbt* and I will tey to read them in order of 
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date. On February 2, 1681, Thomas Breiman, wliowatf 
secretary of the Irish Land Lea£^, wrote the f ollowhig 
\o Patrick Ford : — 

'* The thousand pounds (£1,000^ cabled ihis week by 
the Irish World is received. Its announcement was 
received with applause. The substantial aid and cou'* 
tinned encouragement which we are receiving from qnr 
kindred and the friends of humanity in America are in** 
spiriting our people very much ; and in the name of the 
Land League I beg to tender to the readers of the Irish 
World ana to all co-operators its sincere and most grate* 
ful acknowledgment/' 
On February o, 1881, Mr. Pamell telegraphed : — 

*' The Land League has scored a victory. The ten-to* 
two disagreement of the jury, in face of the tremendous 
pressure of the Court, is everywhere accepted as havinff 
the force of an acquittal. . . . Thanks to the Irish 
World and its readers for their constant co-operation 
and substantial support in our great cause. Let them 
have no fear of its ultimate success." 
I should think that was in reference to the State trial 
which had just takenplace. 

The President.— To whom was that telegram sent ? 

The Attorney-General. — To Patrick Ford, of the 
Irish World, my Lord. I hope your Lorciships will 
understand that when I called it a telegram, I meant 
that it was sent by post, but was published as if it 
had been received by cable. It was dated from London, 
January 26, 1881, and it was published in the Irish 
World on February 6 — nine or ten dajrs afterwards. I 
do not know whether your Lordship will be of opinion 
tha,t Mr. Pamell never read the Irish World^ but at any 
rate he knew j)erfectly well of the subscriptions and 
of what was goin^ on and was anxious that it should be 
continued. On March 9, 1881, Egan telegraphed from 
Paris. He had gone there because of Sheridan's or 
Mr. Davitt's arrest, I am not sure which. The tele-* 
gram was to the Irish World, and ran as follows r— ' 
*< Let the readers of the Irish World and all friends of 
the Land League accept our warmest thanks for the 
noble work tne^ are so bravely doing.*' About the 
same time, my Lords, the executive of the Irish Land 
League issued a declaration of its principles, and un- 
doubtedly this declaration was intended for publica- 
tion in America. I think it was issued in Marcn, 1881^ 
bat it was pablisbed in America in April, 1881. In 
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that declaration they said ; — ** We hereby band our- 
selves together till landlordism^ root and branch, shall 
be abolished." That declaration was sent over to 
America and published in the Irish World with the 
names of the executive of the Irish Land League 
attached, and, moreover, I think I shall be able to 
show that Mr. Davitt himself edited that declaration. 

Mr. Davitt. — Inasmuch as I was in prison at that 
time, I hardly think it can be shown I did that. 

The ATTOBNBy-GENERAL. — I do^ not think, my Lords, 
that the interruption of Mr. Davitt is important. That 
fact can make no possible difference. It was an adroit 
but somewhat unnecessary interruption, because the 
names of the executive of the Land League are affixed 
to the document. If Mr. Davitt does not accept 
the principles of it, of course he will say so« 
However, I believe it will turn out that that was a 
document which Mr. Davitt himself had drawn up. 
On the 25th of May Egan made this communication to 
Ford, which was published on the 4th of June : — 

" Gladstone is going to hell by rapid transit. The 
stupidity of his administration is paralleled only by 
its malevolence. It is amazing how any sensible man 
dares to pursue so hazardous a course. Such actions 
only serve to intensify the movement and to hasten 
the doom of the system which he is trying so despe- 
rately to uphold, friends in America ! towards you 
we turn our eyes. England, too, is watching you. You 
are the Land League's base of operations. Bealize the 
glorious possibilities of which you are capable ; be 
faithful to the banner of * The Land for the People,' 
which is the initial principle in popular rights ; and 
with your brothers on this side of the Atlantic now 
gallantly struggling with landlordism in the Jirst 
stages of the revolution show a bold and determined 
front to the foe, give the enemv distinctly to under« 
stand that you have enlisted for tne war, and the suc- 
cess of the cause of Ireland is beyond doubt assured 1" 
What was the struggle with landlordism in which they 
were engaging ? Of what operations was America the 
base ? At that time, in 1881, for a period of 18 months 
the Land League operations had consisted of boycott- 
ing, intimidation, and, whore necessary, shootin;^ 
people who took land from which another tenant had 
been evicted, and in some cases for paying their rents. 
I ask joxix Lordships whethei: it is more than the plain 
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and pitiable trath that it iras a conspiracy organised iD 
and eonnected with America,^ and tnat the people were 
asked to send in their subscriptions to assist in carrr- 
ing on these " operations ** oi which America was the 
base. I think your Lordships will be of opinion that 
the history of the American section of the Irish Land 
League — which I think has never before been laid 
fully before the public, certainly never before a judicial 
tribunal — is worthy of serious consideration. If your 
Lordships are of opinion that there did exist these two 
orcanizations so linked together, the allegations that 
I nave made this morning, and to which I shall have to 
refer again later on, are not only proved, but might 
have been stated in language innnitely more strong 
than I have used or than appears in *' JPamellism and 
Crime.'' On the 22d of June, 1881, published on tbo 
2d of July, J, P. Quinn, the secretary to the League^ 
writes : — 

*' We again appeal to the lovers of liberty and sym- 
pathizers with suffering humanity to send the Iriih 
World to Ireland. The success of the cause is to be 
measured by the extent of the acoep1»ince of its jnrinci- 
pies. When the Iriih World is react in every hamlet in 
every county, it will be beyond the power of earth and 
hell to perpetuate landlordism in Ireland. ' More 
Light V ^ 

The suggestion is made, or may be made, that the 
Land League and the Farliamcntarv loaders of this 
constitutional organization had nothing to do with the 
Irish World, But they were ready enough to accept 
the subscriptions collected by the Irish Worlds and 
they were willing to teach the poor, miserable, half* 
educated people of Ireland the doctrines of the Irish 
World. One of the means by which they carried out 
their conspiracy was by the dissemination of seditious 
ioumals like the Irish World through Ireland, and is it 
to be wondered at that, assisted by the speeches to 
which I have already referred, the result followed in 
the crimes which I have detailed ? On the 30lh of June 
(published on the 9th of July) Quinn writes : — 

** Thomas Brennan — ^bold and brave Brennan— has 
been removed from Naas prison to Kilmainham under a 
strong escort. I visited him, Dillon, and Kettle yester- 
day. All three well. Brennan reiterated his belief 
that a strike against rent altogether, cutting off the 
Uodlords' supplies completely {jrie)» as Ireland's only 
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hope tor sncoeM, and I, his successor and your corre- 
spondent, heartily endorse Brennan, who speaks for 
the true apostles of the cause, every one of whom 
wants to see that movement go forward. The sole re« 
liance of the cause now is the Irish World. Another 
20,000 francs received Mondav. . . Men of 

Amenca ! We depend more and more upon the Irish 
World^s Light. Spread the Light and all else will 
follow, and you may be sure there will be ' No 
Surrender ! ' " 

The *' Irish World's Li^ht " it was that got up those 
outrages without which this agitation, like so many 
previous agitations, would have dwindled away. With- 
out the sjrstem of outrages the organization could not 
have intimidated the honest and hard-working tenantry 
of Ireland. On Augubt 3 (published on the 13th of 
August) Quinn writes : — 

** I had a lengthened interview withBrennan, Kettle. 
Sheridan, and Boy ton on Saturday . . . All send 
their mteful thanks to the reformers of America, and 
appeal from their prison cells to send the Iriih World 
into Ireland as the only preventative {sic) at the pre- 
sent moment of keeping the movement out of the 
bands of time-servers." 

About this time there was a correspondent connected 
irith the Irish World who wrote under the name of 
•* Transatlantic," and whoso real name, I believe, was 
Thomas Kooney, and who, according to the information 
we have received, appears to have been one of the worst 
scoundrels that ever lived. He is, I believe, dead now ; 
but one cannot help describing him as an infamous 
scoundrel who advocated the worst outrages. On the, 
12th of March this man wrote to the Irish World : — 

*' London, consisting of 4,000,000 of the wealthiest 
people in the world, is at the mercv of its criminal 
classes, who number a quarter of a million .... 
Make a note. Spread the light ! O spread the light ! *' 
On the 24th of September, 1881, " Flonty of Kindling 
Wood in Eb^lana " is the heading to * another of 
** Transatlantic's " murderous effusions. The ** kind? 
ling wood " in (question, ready ** to set the whole 
working population in a blaze," consists of *' the 
farm labourers, the miners, the factory hands,the million 
of paupers, 186,000 imprisoned English criminals, the 
half million of uncaught criminals in England," and so 
on. I believe, as a matter of fact, that when the 
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/f t^ft World is prodaced, mnch more in the same stoaii^ 
will be foond to be contained in the different articles. 
It was fomid necessary aboat this time to send over 
another delegate to America, and a distingoiahed 
person was chosen— Mr. T. P. O'Connor. 

The FBBSiDSirr.—Will yon give as the Christian 
names ? Ton have already told us there were two Mr* 
T. P. O'Connors. 

TJhe Attornet-Genebal.— This was Mr. Thomas 
Power O'Connor, the present member of Parliament* 
There was also another Mr. T. P. O'Comior, of Illinois, 
whom subseanently The Times confused with Mr. T. P. 
O'Connor, M.P., attributing to the latter a speech made 
by the former. Mr.T. P. OxJonnor was sent out by Mr. 
l^unell as his representative. Mr. Pamell, as appears 
from the Irish World of October 1, 1881, telegraphed 
to Mr. Patrick Ford :— *' Mr. T. P. Oxionnor 
will start for America early in October, and will repre- 
sent m^ views and those of the Irish organization." 
I mention this for the purpose of making it clear 
that the statement of Mr. Famell that ho had no rela- 
tions with Mr. Ford is absolutely untrue. Shortly 
before Mr. O'Counor left for America, Quinn^ the 
secretary of the Land League, writes on the 5th of 
October (published October 15) : — 

'* Numerous applications are daily received at the 
Land Lea^e Executive office for copies of the Irish 
World, r appeal to our friends in America to fumidi 
us with as many copies as they can, so that we may be 
able to meet the constant demand for it. Its circular 
tion just now can be of immense service to the 
cause." 

I do not know whether I am going too far in sayinc 
that your Lordships can have no doubt that the Irish 
World was circulated in Ireland by the Land Leagues 
and under these circumstances it is difficult to see how 
they can disclaim all connexion with this seditious 
literature. Your Lordships will not have forgotten the 
date of Mr. Pamell's arrest — ^namely, the 13th of 
October, 1881. On the 14th of October jBgan telegraphs 
to Ford from Paris : — ** Again Gladstone and Forster 
are at their work of cowardice, meanness, and 
treachery " ; and on the same day Ford telegraphs to 
Egan : — ** Meanwhile it would be well for you to keep 
out of Ireland."In a telegram to Egan,dated the 17th of 
October, Ford says :— *' Communicate with Pamell if 
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possible, eonsalt with your colleagues, and then issae 
fk manifesto. No rent." To which Egan replied :- « 
" Your suggestion is approved. Prompt measures are 
now in progress to procure a general strike against 
rent. The manifesto will be issued without delay. It 
is the only weapon now that remains in our hands." 
Mr. O'Connor went to America, as I have said, and he 
attended the Chicago (convention. Mr. O'Connor, it 
appears, considers that he has been libelled by The 
Times because it was stated that ho attended and made 
a certain speech at the Convention of 1886; when it 
was not he but the other Mr. T. P. O'Connor who 
made it. But Mr. O'Connor at any rate attended the 
Convention of 1881. There were also present at the 
Convention Breslin, a trustee of the Skirmishing Fund* 
the Bev. Thomas Conaty, John Devoy, the Fenian* 
Hiss Ellen Ford, John Finerty, dynamiter, Mr. 
T. M. Healy, Mr. Alexander Sullivan, Rev. Eugene 
Sheehy, Dr. Wallace, and a man named Mackay, 
who took the name of Loma.snev« and had been 
previously tried for murder. He disappeared at the 
time of the London-bridge dynamite explosion, and 
it is supposed perished in that explosion. Among those 
who received Mr. O'Connor was Dr. Wallace, who 
afterwards made a speech, reported in the Irish Worlds 
complaining of the persons who apologized for the 
Phoenix Park murders. Mr. T. P. O'Connor, rei>Iying 
to the speeches welcoming him, said : — *' What is the 
English Government based on ? It is based on murder, 
rapine, violence, confiscation, sacrilege, buckshot, 
bayonets, and flying columns ? Oh, that these latter 
were to meet the Irish people of America ; then 
indeed there would be flying columns !" Mr. T. M. 
Healy and the Bev. Eugene Sheehy were sent out to 
supplement Mr. O'Connor's work.On the 10th of Novem* 
her the initial meeting of the Convention was held 
at the Irish World office. Mr. O'Connor, Father 
8heehy, Mr. Healy, and Mr. Finerty were present. 
Mr. Finert;jr said : — " Ireland is nothing less than 
England's bitterest foe, and we are nothing less than 
Ireland's nnpurchasable and uncompromising allies." 
Mr. O'Connor speaking, not at the Convention, but at 
a reception that was held, said : — 

'* The landlord has not got any rent from the 10,000 
who are ejected from the farms, and he is not going to 
get any rent. (Applause.) What becomes of the 10,000 
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fsrmen foeaatime ? We will pat the tenants new {sie) 
these farms as we possibly can. They like to have a 
glimpse of their old home, and if I was an agent of an 
insurance society, I would not like to have my whole 
organization and corporation dependent on the 10.000 
farmers who will go into the farms that the other 
10,000 have been evicted from." 

Now what did this mean ? It meant that a land- 
grabber was not a person who led a very desirable 
life. It clearly indicated the policy that was being 
pursued in Ireland of making the occupation of certain 
lands praetieally an impossibility. Father Sheehy also 
spoke, and said : — 

** I want to tell you here to-nijght, assembled dele- 

Etes of the Irish-American race in America, that we 
ce landlordism, and aim at its utter destruction, but 
only as a stepping-stone and as a means to a greater and a 

higher end Will you be content to go on pacing 

what is called a fair rent — an abomination, a crime, 
not alone against modern civilisation in Ireland, but 
against common sense, and a blasphemy against God ? I 
stand hereto-night a teacher of morals. I weigh the words 

I utter. I face tne responsibility of every word 

In France landlordism was swept down and crushed 
utterly into powder bv the armed hand of revolution* 
If any gentleman will undertake the commission be 
will have my benediction. I look also into their hearts 
and I see a burning love of Ireland and a burning 
hatred of England. Ido not measure my words where 
there is a question of England. I say that there is only 
one enemy on this earth of Ireland, and that enemy is 

England I have asked Americans why you who 

Are not born in Ireland.who do not hope to see Ireland, 
why is it you are into this ? It is not so much love 
for the old countrv, as hatred of that country's enemy. 
It is the two feelings combined that nurse the hopes, 
nerve the resolves, and fire the souls of men, and nerve 
the arms of men to have a blow at England." 

pur eharge is that the Land League organization was 
in association with an organization that was established 
in America for the attainment of objects by 
practices absolutely wicked. It will not remove the 
sting of the charges and allegations made to say that 
such views might be advocated bond fide as political 
views. Wo are dealing with the wsjr the fonds were 
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obtained in' America, and that was by advocating the 
gross transgression of the law. Mr. Ileal^ said : — ^ 

•• For what is the busiuess for which this Convention 
has aiisembled ? It is the purpose of revenge as I take 
It ; revenge upon the enemy which drove you and 
vour fathers forth from yoar own land. (A voice, 
'Quite right/ and applause.) . . . . I am in favour of no 
rent, not merely as a temporary policy, but for all time.*' 
▲ resolution ^ was carried that — •* This Convention 
declares English rule in Ireland to be without either 
legal or moral sanction." Egan telegraphed to the Con- 
vention : — " In the name of the Irish National Land 
League and Labour and Industrial Union I greet 
the great Irish National Convention at Chicago." 
The Times has said, and The Times repeats, that this 
whole organization found its source in America, and I 
venture to think that if I establish that these speeches 
Were made and so treated by Mr. O'Connor and Mr. 
Healy, your Lordships will have no dii&culty in coming 
to the conclusion that the real headquarters of the 
Land League were not in Dublin, but at Chicago. Dr. 
Betts, the president of the Convention, in presence of 
Mr. O'Connor and Mr. Healy, said : — 

'* Gentlemen, I have a message for you. There are 
certain grave reasons — reasons that are quite satisfac- 
tory to us — and would be if they were known to you, 
which prevent Mr. O'Connor and Mr. Healy from re- 
8pondin£[ to our loving invitation now, and I trust that 
every Irishman here will understand ^at when gentle- 
men such as Mr. O'Connor and Mr. Healy say thai 
there are reasons why it is better that they should not 
address an Irish National Convention assembled is 
Chicago, it ought to be satisfactory, and it is satisfac- 
tory to every man." 

It seems, therefore, that at the actual meeting of the 
Convention neither Mr. O'Connor nor Mr. Healy 
apoke. But they sat on the jdatform and listened to 
the various speeches. Coming now to the year 1882« 
we find further applications for the despatch of copieA 
of the Irish World to Ireland. On the 11th of March, 
X882, Brennan sent a message which was published in 
the columns of the Irivh World : — '* By all means send 
the Irish World into Ireland. Its power for good is 
wonderful." 

Sir C. Kitssell. — ^Brennan was then in Eilmainham. 

The Attobney-Geiisieal.— Oh, yes ; but that makea 
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no difference. William O'Brien, it was fomxdy ediiecl 
Vniied Irdand when in prison at Kilmainham almost 
as effectaally as before he got in. Yoar Lordships will 
remember that the terrible Phoenix Park murders took 
place in the month of May, 1882, and vour Lordships 
will not foreet that there was published nnder the 
signature of Mr. Parnell, Mr. Dillon, and Mr. Davitt 
a manifesto expressing regret at those mnrders. Nor 
will yonr Lordships forget that Egan telegraphed that 
be woald resign if a^ of the Land League funds were 
offered as a reward. The view that these murders were 
to be condemned was not shared by the American 
section who met Mr. O'Connor and Mr. Healy. A 
meeting was held at New York on May 27,1882. which 
is reported in the Irish World, at which Dr. Wallace, 
to wnom I have already referred, was present. This 
was the Dr. Wallace who welcomed Mr. O'Connor on 
his arrival in America. A speech was made by Mrs. 
Pamell, the mother of Mr. C. S. Parnell, in which 
she said : — 

*' I think I ag[ree with others that we have been a 
little too much in a hurry to deprecate the odium of 
the assassination which has been fixed on us. But times 
have been so critical that we cannot blame anybody 
for this. We certainly cannot blame the leaders on the 
other side the water, when we see the monstrous Coer- 
cion Bill born out of the head of Mr. Gladstone." 
A Dr. Maguire moved a resolution as follows : — 

" Resolved, — That the employment of brute forces, 
whether by the dagger of the assassin or by organized 
military power, aud by whomsoever used against the 
unarmed and defenceless, as instanced respectively 
the^ murders of the secretaries, and the slaughter 
of innocent women and children at Ballina and else- 
where, is a crime against humanity.'' 

It was upon this resolution that Mrs. Pamell spoke. 
Ihen Major Horgan moved an amendment : — 

*' That, while it may be deemed a matter of expe- 
diency to express regret for the slaying of Cavendish 
and Burke, we, the Irish exiles of New York, in masa 
meeting assembled^ express oar greater regret that 
England should still continue her old practice of 
murdering our people in Ireland by buckshot, by 
bayonet, and starvation, and it is deemed more becom- 
ing that we, the representatives of the Irish race in 



^fll great metropolis of America, shonld ezpren oxa 
sympathy with Gladstone's murdered victims of evio- 
tiOD, than by pandering to the wishes of the Lord 
Norths of to-oay, who are the worthy descendants of 
the butchers of the Wyoming and Cherry Vallev mas- 
sacres in oar own fair land, and of Drogheda and Wez- 
ford in the land of our birth.** 

Dr. Wallace said he agreed with Major Horgan's senti- 
ments, but repudiated his suggestion that the resolu- 
tions condoled with the British Government. Both the 
resolution and the amendment were agreed to. On 
October 28, 1882, Mr. E. J. Bowe, whose name 
ought to have been included in the particulars, was 
interviewed, and is reported in the Iri$ii World to have 
said ; — 

* * The present Coercion Act is one of the most brutal 
and bloody measures ever passed to crush a people, and 
I say that for every murder perpetrated by British 
officials in Ireland, such as that of Patrick Walsh at 
Galway, a member of the Royal Family (so-called) or 
a British Minister should bite the dust. The echoes of 
dynamite explosions in England's manufacturing and 
commercial centres will be the signal for Ireland's 
freedom. Devastation could . be spread throughout the 
length and breadth of England in a night, and it should 
be done. Oh, that the Irish World would again start 
a skirmishing fund ! " 

Is it possible to imagine a more iniquitous suggestion 
than that ? I ask your Lordships what would oe your 
opinion of an organization which considered* it legiti- 
mate to spread, and used its efforts to spread by means 
of the Irish Worldf such views as those in Ireland ? 
And yet I shall show your Lordships that at meeting 
after meeting persons charged m the x^rticulars 
associated with men who were advocating such views 
as these — ^nay, more, expressed their own views of the 
means by which their policy should be carried out. It 
is not necessarv to point out the distinct invita- 
tion which such language contains to use dynamite for 
the purpose of destroying the towns of England by 
starting another skirmishing fund, the previous Skir- 
mishing Fund having been started by the Irish World for 
exactly similar purposes. In the Irish World of October 
28, 1882, there appeared the following, signed by 
** Transatlantic " : — 

V Already the ccy of vejieeance against landlordism 



2N ' ViJlKELLTSlC AKD Cial^OL 

has laid low many of the land-robbers. Within three 
or four years there fell in the * land war ' on the land* 
lords' side — Lord Lei trim, Lord Hountmorris, Lord 
Cavendish, Secretary Burke, Mr. Herbert of Kil* 
kenny [Killamey], Mr. Bourke, Loughrea, hit 
military protector, Blake of Lou^hrea, his bailiff, 
Boyde or Elilkenny (Boyd of New Boss ?). 
Wheeler of county Limerick, together with some 40 
to 50 bailiffs and informers. On the people's side 
only two have yet been hanged, and not over ten are in 
penal senritude for terms of fiye, seven, and 14 years. 
These may be amnestied sooner than the land-robben 
Imagine. . . ," 

I appeal to yonr Lordships' judgment. Can yon wonder 
that ** Transatlantic " should nave been denounced 
as one of the greatest ruffians and scoundrels who ever 
attempted to strike terror in the public mind ? Can 
anything be more horrible than this kind of preaching 
to tiie unfortunate tenants that the landlords and 
bailiffs and informers who are shot fall in warfare ; 
that there have been many of them killed ; that only 
two persons have been killed on the people's side, and 
two sentenced to penal servitude, who, it is added^ 
will probably be amnestied ? Can anything be mor< 
horrible than this constant exhortation to do the work 
of Allen, Larkin, and O'Brien ? This constant refq^ 
ence to the persons who are carrying on the war is ei^ 
actly the kind of langnace which the American section 
desired, and which woulof be used with a view to for- 
ward their plan of complete separation. It has often 
been said that the most absolute and complete exposi- 
tion of the policy of the Land League is contained in 
the memorable words spoken by Mr. Gladstone in 
February, 1882, when he pointed out that ** crime had 
dogged the steps of the Land League, and that the 
sanction of boycotting was the murder which was 
behind it, and which was not to be discovered." That 
is the point — the murder which was not to be dls-^ 
covered. What was the meaning of the observation to 
vhieh I have just drawn attention — that on the people'ff 
side only two men had been hanged ? The gist of the 
observation was that all the others who were guilty 
had escaped from justice. Mr. Biggar told the people , 
" If you are charged with shooting a landlord the 
Land League will take care that you (j^et a fai^ 
triaU" and we find that criminal after criminal was 
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defended at the expense of the League. This is th^ 
organization that has nothing to do with outrage ! It 
woald be impossible to exaggerate the wickedness, the 
guilt of men who continacd in eonncxion with 
people who advocated the dreadful views which I have 
laid before you. I will show your Lordships that tho 
matter was brought to the notice of Mr. Pamell as far 
back as 1882 and 1883, and that his representatives, 
nevertheless, continued to go to America and to associate 
with the people who held these views, and that sumii 
of money were still received from Patrick Ford and 
the Irish World. If it were possible to feel respect 
for any one of those concerned, one might almost reel 
more respect for the men who openly avowed these 
views than for men who take advantage of the result! 
of this teaching, while pretending to disapprove it. In 
November, 1881, United Ireland jmblished the names of 
the editorial staff of the Irish World. The following 
extracts are taken from the issue of the 26th, whiob 
reports the arrival of Father Sheehy and Mr. Healy in 
Now York :— 

** The steamer Prance, on which the distin« 
euished gentlemen sailed m>m Havre, was due Tue»* 
day, but long before dawn a representative of the Irish 
World was on his way to the France. He was not long 
in finding Father Sheehy and Mr. Healy, and in greet* 
ing them in the name oi the Irish people of America. 
Mr. Healjy responded with a few appropriate words, 
after which the procession took up its way to the Fifth 
Avenue Hotel, whence Father Sneehy and Mr. Healy 
drove to the residence of Mr. Patrick Ford." 

•* The editorial staff of the Irish World comprises 
foremost men of the Irish race and ablest pens of the 
Labour movement, viz. : — * Transatlantic,' Michael 
Davitt, Thomas Ainge Devyr, Thomas BreHnan, Kev. 
J. Behan, of Ireland, B. Snelton MacEenzie, Ll.D., 
Prof. Hennr Appleton, Henrv George, * W. M. C.,' 
Joseph P. Quinn. Anna Pamell.*' 

" The Land Agitation in Ireland is directly an off« 
shoot of Irish World teachings. Michael Davitt, the 
founder of the Land League, and Thomas Brennan and 
Joseph P. Quinn, secretaries, are its special corre* 
spondents." 

In the autumn of 1882 Mr. Bedmond, M.P.— I think 
Mr. John Bedmond, but I am not quite sure at this 
iQome&tr— was ia America, and at about that time, ot 
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father earlier^ there were several references* ta 
which your attention will be called, to Mr. Ford's 

filanfl for laving London, Liverpool, and other English 
owns in ashes. Of course there was a great deal of 
exaggeration about the matter, but it was part of tha 
teachiag that brought support to the Skirmishing 
Fund. On March 3, 1883, the followinfi[ description 
appeared in the Irith World of F. J. Shendan, against 
wnom a warrant was out in connexion with the Fhanix 
park murders, and who had fled firom England : — 

" Mr. Sheridan was one oi the first to jump into tha 
ranks of the Land League. . . . He went about 
organizing, doing a wonderful work in that way, and 
causing him to be brought forward as one of the 14 
traversers in the famous State trials that marked tha 
commencement of the land agitation. After the failure^ 
of the Government in this, Mr. Sheridan returned* 
went to his work of organization, and continued at it 
witil again stopped by arrest under the Coercion Act. 
After six montns in Elilmainham he was released. 
While ^oing on with his usual labours of speaking aiKl 
organizing he was suddenly called to Dublin to attend 
B meeting of the executive, only to find Pamell 
Arrested and the League about to be suppressed. He 
Assisted in issuing the No Rent, manifesto, and was 
ffiven the books to carry away and open offices inEng'«; 
land, which, finding to be impossible, he started for< 
Paris, where Treasurer Esan had reached before him. 
Here he, with others, established the Land League head** 

Zuarters and carried on the work through the Ladies'; 
land Leaffue and other agencies up to the New De<». 
parture, when he came to America and has since been 
connected with the editorial staff of the Irith World.'* \ 
In considering the circumstances of this time we^ 
see a strange exemplification of the old proverb as %o\ 
the way in which persons of the same habits congregate 
together. It is curious to hear of Sheridan, the 
/organiser of the Land League, a person who was sas"*] 
nected of having been connected with the Phoanuc' 
Park murders — it is curious to find that he is at Qnaa( 
employed on the staff of the Irish World* Smrely this 
was most natural, most fitting, if the views of the pro^> 
ptrietor of the Irish World were in consonance with 
Sheridan's practices when on this side of the Atlantio. 
On March 31 it was stated in the Irish World that, 
there had been a demonstration at Tuiner's-hall,in New] 



Tork. At that meeting O'Donovan Rossa and Fitter^ 
MpokBt and expressed sorrow because the London drna** 
mite explosion }iad not been more suocessfal. Yotft 
liOrdships ma^ think that a small matter to refer to t 
bnt, keeping m view the other things to which I haT0 
drawn attention, you will see that I have a reason for 
doing so. It empnasiaes the fact that Mr. Pamell Was 
perfeetly well aware that Finerty was an advocate of 
S^aamite. On April 26, 1883, the great PhiladelpbU 
Convention was neld. There were present, among 
others, Brennan, F. Byrne, Mrs. Bvme, Boyto&| 
Condon, Devoy, P. Egan, rinerty, J. H. Parnell 
.(Mr. Pamell's brother), Mrs. Pamell (his mother)^ 
J. Walsh, and O'Donovan Bossa. It is very 
significant that in ApKril, 1883, barely six weeks 
after the discoveries in reference to the Phoenix 
Faxk murders, yon should find in America so many 
persons who had been intimately connected with the 
organization which had promoted outrages in Ireland. 
You know now the names of Brennan, Byrne, Bovton^ 
Elgan, and Sheridan. It seems to require some exnlana- 
tion how it was that all these geptlemen suadenly 
went to America about the same time, and how it was 
that, when in America, they all worked in con* 
junction with the men who had joined in doing 
what I have described and whose expressions would 
/show that their opinions were of a violent de« 
(soription, and their aims not altogether legitimate. 
J think I shall be able to show that there were 
distinct references to what passed at this Convention 
at some of the subsequent meetings of the Land 
I'League organisation. YHiat did pass ? On April 26 
|Mr. Fameil wrote, or there was read, a letter of that 
date, sent for the purpose of bemg read at the Conven* 
tion. The following are the contents of that letter ^-« 
*' M^ presence at the opening of the most repre« 
,8entative Convention of Irish-American opinion ever 
assembled being impossible, owing to the necessity of 
*,m^ remaining here to oppose the Criminal Code Bill, 
'which re-enacts permanently the worst provisions ox 
coercion^ and which, if passed, will leave constita* 
tional movements at the mercy of the Government^ I 
would ask yon to lay my views before the Convention* 
I .would respectfully advise that your platfonn be so 
framed as to enable us to continue to accept he^ 
from Americai and at the samo time AToid oSeaaxig m 

9 
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pretext to the British GoTemment for eatifely sop-' 
pressinff the national movement in Ireland. In this 
way only can unity of movement be preserved both in 
Ireland and America. I have perfect confidence that 
by pmdence, moderation, and firmness the caose of 
Ireland will continae to advance, and though persecn- 
lion rests heavily npon us at present, before many 
years have passed we shall have achieved those great 
objects for which through many centuries our race has 
struggled.'' 

Here we find Mr. Pamell addressing " the most repre* 
sentative convention of Irish-American opinion." If 
these persons formed the *' most representative con- 
vention of Irish opinion," that title was ^iven to 
persons who openly avowed that thev w«re willing that 
dynamite should be used, and who associateif with 
people who had been unable to remain in Ireland in 
consequence of the part which they had taken in the 
murders which were then forming the subject of in- 
quiry. This *' most representative convention '' would 
not be inaptly described as representing dyna- 
mitards and Fenians on the one side, and the accom- 
plices of men wHo had been guilty of outrage and 
murder on the other. If that was ** the most repre- 
sentative convention of Irish opinion," yon will be 
able to form a judgment as to the real bonds of union 
which bound together the two sections of the organi- 
sation under the rifj^ime of the men to whose names I 
have referred. 

At this point the Court adjourned for luncheon. On 
its reassembling. 

The ATTOiurBY-GmnERAi. resumed, — ^The Philadelnhia 
convention was addressed by James Moonev,who said :— 

« To our great disappointment he (Mr. Pamell) 
cannot be here to direct and inspire our labours. In 
unfriendly (]^uarters it is sought to make it appear that 
La fears to join us, lest words spoken or action taken 
in oar convention might compromise him. Such state- 
ments are pure falsehoods Though he 

is not here we have to direct our labours to the plan 
ap^ved bv him of the new National League in Ireland. 
This, together with many forcible expressions of his 
vieu 8 that have from time to time reached us, will 
enable us still to work under his guidance. Then, ■ 
too* we have to aid us by wise counsels Patrick Bgan, 
to workera and oceani^rs hardlv second in imnoctanfle 
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(6 Famell himself in tho successes already achieved i 

We are here to-day, chiefly to reorganiM 

upon the same basis as that upon which the new 
pfational League in Ireland stands. We shall have tho 
great advanta^ of the advice and suggestions of one 
nrho helped to inaugurate that body." (This raohably 

refers to Brennan.) "In spite of Bnglanq 

jthe Irish-Americans will be a most important faetor ug 
;the Irish question till that vexed question shall have 
reached solution.* .... It has been truly said ^ 

us that we * hate England with an intensity^ of detest»r 
tion uneoualled by any class of Irishmen in Ireland/ 
. . . We can speak, act, organize, in her behalf. 
To evolve a union in their interests from all the ele« 
ments that make up our race in America, we are here 
assembled in this city, auspiciously named * bj 
brotherly love.' ... In Charles Stewart FameU 
the Irish people have a leader whose ^lace in history 
will be a proud one. ..... It is our desire to 

unite with the League he has established in Ireland, 
that we may strengthen and support him in the laboun 
be has undertaken. Setting aside our present views, 
we must work under his guidance in such a way as tq 
best support and least embarrass him. It is our hope to 
see him win for Ireland land law reform, local selft 
government, extension of the franchise, development 
of industrial interests ; and if all these were done the 
day would surely dawn brighter for the realization oi 
the hope that would spring up in every Irishman's 
heart, that under Heaven's Dlessing be might still lead 
iMito that best and highest goal — national independence." 
Thomas Brennan (the secretary of the League) said : — , 

** It (landlordism), never can quench the light thai 
has been spread among the Iriui people, nor cim ii 
retard the consequent growth of Ke publican ideas. The 
war for Irish independence must go on. . '. . Th9 
people may differ as to methods, but in essentials the/ 
areas one, and will so continue until the victory 18 
gained." 

Egan spoke, and after referring to the Ladles* Land 
League ** under Miss Anna Parnell," said : — 

''While Mrs. Moloney, the president of the Ladies' 
X^and Iieague, would work 14 or 15 hours a day in 
their office, Miss Famell, Miss Moore, and Miss 
lieynolds, who is now in prison, were driving over the 
roads and bogs, on side-cars, carrying comfoit and 

9—2 
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Mriflmice to the erieted teiuuiti. I acaiB ifaank 

te 'tfia BcUe myfi o rt rem hsTe given iids mora. 

from the begimnDg. I believe that I cannroiiiise yon 
iMMf mdor the leadenhip of Mr. PaneQ^ with yoor 
Mriffeaaico, tiie clorioof coal of Iriaii indepcDdenco is 
at hana." 
t MexMiAer SoIUvan spoke. Ho was president «C 

of the American hrancnes of the Land League and 

ilfO jpfefident of the Clan-narGael in America. Hesatd: — 
** WhsB IPS contemplate the intensity of the passion 
which animates it (t.e., this assemblage) for the sold 
0lrioct we have in view, and the dirersitT cf honest 
qpiniop conceminf the methods by which that object 
vmy be accomplished, it is meet that we should 
(nay) ! . . . . We are restrained at the same 
nme from stepping oatside the fnnctionsof auxiliaries^ 
|o the patriots who are heroically strog^ng at home 
and in an alien and hostile Legislature in the vain 
hope of awakening the long-sospended conscience of a 
powerful and bmtal foe .... We have met,' 
neither on the one hand to dictate to onr brethren in. 
Ireland, nor on the other hand to apologize to their. 
ftnd oai common enemy for anything. We have met 
lo organize and concentrate all the forces of onr race, 
ti^t their united strength shall be made jnt^itial inC 

onr national stmgjfle In the spirit in whicfi. 

Bobert Bnmiet died we live ; in his words, we aro. 
* determined on delivering onr native country from the] 
yoke of a foreign and nnrelenting tyranny,' and * to? 
|ilaee her independence beyond the reaich of any poweri 

I desire to point ont to your Lordships^ bi} 
connexion with these speeches, that there are three' 
names constantly referred to oi past ^triots in the- 
Iriah caose ; they are Wolfe Tone, Enmiet, and Lord' 
Bdward Fitzgerald ; none of those speakers referred^ 
to O'Goiftiell or to Batt. O'Connell was oi>posed to J 
physical force and the shedding of blood. It is signift**, 
eant that at those meetings you find a reference to the. 
0nt three names and not to the others ; they sapport 
physical force as distinguished from any Parliamentary' 
work. I mentioned to your Lordships the names of 
the persons who had escaped. I think I should a}80^ 
lell your Lordships that Bmman had not remained i^, 
Bngland even up to that time, but went to Palermog^ 
^icilyi and it was from Palermo' tbat he had gone U^ 
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Ainerioa. There were several references made to thQ 
visits of other persons to America. One of those 
persons was Mr, Matthew Harris, ^e ** called (of 
course) at the Irish World office, and was cordiallj 
greeted hy many friends there,'* and it is reported in 
the Irish World that Mr. Ford stated to Mr. Matthew 
Harris ** that what some people chose to call the 
Fhooniz Park morders/' he no longer thought 
ft orime, hut from an Irish standpoint he con-* 
sidered $t an execution and not a milder. The 
statement of Ford was reported in the Irish Worl4 
on June 23, 1883, and Mr. Matthew Harris was 
the person who was interviewing Ford in connexion 
with that statement which he then made. On June 
SO, 1883, there is a reference made to Caffrey in the 
Irish World. He was the fifth man hanged for the 
Phoenix Park murders. I desire to tell your Lordships, 
in connexion with the Martyrs' Fund, that because 
Caffrey had confessed his guilt and expressed bis con? 
trition, the Irish World stated that, inasmuch as he 
had apologized for what he did and tried to explain 
it away, ne thereby succeeded in depriving nim- 
tfelf of all sympathy, and Caffrey's relations were 
excluded from participating in the Martyrs' Fund and 
the distribution of the money collected for the families 
of the men condemned for the Phceoix Park murders. 
There is an incident also reported io the Irish Worl4 
which will place the matter in even a stronger light as 
to the reasons which led to that exclusion. On July 2. 
1883, there was a New York Martyrs' meeting, and f 
should like to tell your Lordships who were present 
at that meeting — Frank Byrne ana Mrs. Frank ByrnOt 
Patrick Ford, O'Donovan Bossa, P. J. Sheridan, John 
Walsh,and Hamilton Williams. I mention those names ; 
there are others about whom I am not able to give 
your Lordships any information. Sheridan was in the 
chair. The meeting was called to pay homage and 
honour to the murderers of Phoenix Park. At that meet> 
ing Frank Byrne, the secretary of the English Land 
League, who had escaped to America in 18o3, made a 
speech. *' I am not,' he said, *' fastidious as to the 
methods by which the cause of liberty may be advanced. 
i do not say you should alone use dynamite or the 
knife, or the rifle, or Parliamentary agitation" — your 
Lordships will observe the position m which Parlia- 
mentary agitation is i^t— ** bnt I hold no Irishman trnq 
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who won't use all and each method as the op|K)rtanfty, 

Presents itself/' At a Martyrs' meeting held at 
!hicago on the same day John Finerty spoke and was 
reported in the Irish World. He said : — 

** Ireland at home went to the length of repudiating 
the act, bat her thanks was the passage of the most 
infamons Coercion Act that Ireland had ever Imown. 
There were cities in America that met and repadiated. 
CSiicago never did. They were asked to be ashamed of 
this act that was committed in Dublin onder the 
impulse of persecuted desperation. They were told if' 
the blow had fallen on some other it would not meet 
with this condemnation ; that Lord Cayendish was an 
Innocent man. In a sense he was an innocent man 
who died for the crimes of others. . . . They met 
for the purpose of showing that, although these men 
committed the act (if they did)— as regarded Cavendish 
It was not premeditated, as regarded Burke they said 
nothing— they were less ewltjf less cowardly, less 
treacherous than the English Government that used 
what it called ' a Constitutional system ' to hunt and 
hang boys on the testimony of hired informers. . . . 
For Jhis own part, he had never apologized for any act 
the Irish people had conmiitted, and never intended to.. 
He was sorry that a worse man than Cavendish was not 
in his place. If England had minded her own busi«* 
ness, and Cavendish when he came over as a messen*. 

ger of peace had been found in the company of a. 
riend and not an enemy of Ireland, he would have 
been living to-day. He died because he was in bad 
company — was with Thomas H. Burke, the Fouch6 of' 
Ireland. ... He hoped to live to see the days 
when Ireland would have her own flag and be recog-: 
nized by all the other nations as worthy of being a. 
sister and a peer. Although be 'didn't believe Parlia* 
mentary agitation would accomplish much, still he- 
was willing to go with them ; and, as a piece of good 
news, he announced the election in Protestant Ulster 
of Timothy M. Heajy." 

I shall show what the oontinued relations were 
between Finerty and the representatives of Mr.' 
Pamell long after Finerty's character was pub- 
licly known and admitted by Mr. Pamell. So far as 
regards the year 1883 I do not think I have anything 
further to announce with regard to the Irish World ^ 
except the constant receipt of money,wfa!ch I will take* 
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«6parat6V* There weire maDj Btatements in eonnexioo' 
with the Martyrs' Fund. On September 1, 1883, 
speaking of the Martyrs' Fan<l« the '* martyrs " were 
stated to be the Phoanix Park murderers, and the money 
was to be collected for their families * ' as an inoentiva 
to other men to dare and do likewise for Ireland.'' 
Yonr Lordships will not forget Mr. Pamell's expression 
in Parliament of bis feelings with regard to that murder, 
t^enuine as those feelings may haye been, they did not 
preventhim from associating with men who expressed very 
different feelings with regard to what occurred in the 
Phoenix Park on May 6, 1882^ On September 8, 1883, 
Finerty made another speech. He said : — 

'* Honest John Mitchel used to say that he was son^ 
Uie Iririi people had not shot half enough Irish land- 
kirds ; he would go further, and deliberately say that 
he was ashamed of the Irish people, if they had powder 
and shot, they had not snot them all. The whole 
Cabinet, the Lord Lieutenant, the Chief Secretary, the 
Privy Council, were all guiltv of murder, and if any 
man could have power to ^Jace them all beneath a 
single guillotine, and lop their heads off at once, that 
man would be justified in the sight of God and man." 
four Lordships will remember the O'Donnell Defence 
Fund, which was referred to in some of the extracts 
whicn I quoted yesterday. It was collected for the 
defence of O'Donnell, who shot Carey. In order to 
promote subscriptions to that fund, there were refer- 
ences to it, and this was the way in which the 
Rev. George W. Pepper advocated the cause of 
O'DonneU :— 

. ** If Ireland possessed 6,000 such men, magnificent!/ 
gifted men like O'Donnell, her deliverance would be 
achieved. His shot has reverberated round the world, 
making English tyranny tremble. The storm raised by 
(he mighty spirit of that heroic man, I trust in God, 
will tear up, root and branch, traitorism to liberty in 
my native land." 

The Rev. George W. Pepper was a Methodist minister. 
My Lords, with reference to the man ** Transatlantic,'!.^ 
several of whose utterances or writings I read to-day,! 
I think it will appear, upon the statement of Mr. T. 
P. O'Connor himself, that *' Transatlantic " was the 
first subscriber to the Land League, and that statement 
is made by Mr. T. P. O'Connor on the authority of Mr. 
FaineU himself. I only mention that for ihci nuroose 
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9t ib*viaf ihatit wm t«j wen knowm vlio/' To 
•ilaiiiic^wM. On Bqitemfaer 20, 1683, there wi 
aMtcttng in Chicago io receive Daniel Cm'lej'a vidow 
^^hai was the wioow of the man who had been hanged 
for the Ffaanix Park moider* — aiMl finerty again made 
^ Mieech. He said :-> 

** He waa proud to meet and to greet with them 
Vpon that |4atform the widow of the orare and nnfor- 
lanate Daniel Cnrlej. ... It did not become anj 
Iriflbaaa the world oTor to apologise for anj act com* 
wilted br his ootnged comitmnen against that in- 
famooi uoTemment. . • . The speaker then said 
fhat although his aodience and himself might approve 
•f ftemer means to effect the liberation of Ireland, if 
they were immediately aTailable, still they owed a 
tribute of respect, obedience, and admiration to that 
neat man wno had arisen as a morning star on the 
fiorison of Irish politics, Charles Stewart TamelL" 
On October 13 ox the same year the Irith World pab- 
Uihed a lecture by F. J. Sheridan, in which he stated 
be was in fayour of *' a well-directed scientific war- 
fare— dynamite and tri-nitroglycerine." This man, it 
will be remembered, was the chief organizer of the 
Land League^ and at this meeting some of the gentle- 
men named in the jparticulars were present. I now 
come to the year 1884, and your Lordships will find 
that anniTersaries were not confined to the Phcenix 
Fark murders. On May 14 a meeting was held to 
celebrate the azmiversary of the execution of 
Brady, the man who was supposed to have struck 
the blow which caused the death of one of the victims, 
and at that anniversary were present Frank Byine, 
BIrs. Frank Byrne, P. B. Egan, O 'Donovan Bossa, 
E. J. Rowe, and Dr. Hamilton Williams, and letters of 
regret were read from Patrick Ford and others. On 
that day two speeches were made — one by Frank Bvme, 
and the other by Dr. Hamilton Williams, Frank Byrne 
beiuff the man who had been in the employment of the 
X^and League. Dr. Hamilton Williams said : — 

' ' He has given to us the weapon, the only weapon^ 
that will be successful, and that is dynamite. . . . 
We can make the government of Ireland by England 
one of the most costlyezperiments that ever the frenzied 
and cra2y imagination ever took in hand ; we can 
create such a condition of things that to every English 
*'*''iitc7f and evezy fingUsh omcial |u Ireland, it will 
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be absolutely a liviog hell, and goTenunent will be i 
living death. . . And woe be to the time when any of 
the wretched Gaelphs — the Queen's sona— or the Qneen 
herself dare to pat their or her feet on the streets of 
Dablin, for we mean to take the aven^ng knife that 
killed Caesar in the Senate House in Rome, and ttp^ 
man who refuses to recognize this means of dealing with 
the enemies of Ireland i)at him outside the camp and 
have no connexion with ■ him. . . . Do there- 
fore everything in your power to honour the memories 
and imitate the deeds of men who through good repute 
and bad repute proved a strong fidelity to principle and 
knew how to die." 

On the same occasion ho introduced Mr. ^y^le, and 
laid :-^ 

** I have the pleasure of introducing to you a genA 
tieman whom you will be all glad to hear. Be naS 
proved himselr one of the wisest in council, one of thd 
calmest in debate, one of the bravest that was evei^ 
found in the ranks of any revolutionary movement— I 
allude to Mr, Frank Byrne ; and should I forget to 
mention the name of Mrs. Byrne, a woman who shows 
she is as true as steel to all those heroic ideas of womai»« 
hood which typify the feminine character of Ireland." . 
Your Lordships may possibly remember that a statement 
was made in ** Parnellism and Crime," on the 
authority of the Irith Worlds that Mrs. Bvme was the 
woman who had taken across to Ireland the knives 
with which were committed the Phoenix Park murders^ 
Frank Byrne then spoke. He applauded Joe Brady '4 
** noble act," and said : — 

** There is one broad statement which I am prepared 
to make, and it is this, that it is the duty of the Irish 
people to kill every English official who comes into 
their country. I would ask you, are yon in earnest ? If 
you want to honour Joe Brady's memory, if you want 
to imitate hb example, you will have to work. I 
therefore aslc those of you present who are prepared 
to follow the example of Joe Brady to stand up. . . • 
you who think there are men going from this country 
to do the work are mistaken. The men at home will dO| 
and all they want is the money and the word of order. 
Give them the money, and the commands will followi 
and the work will be accomplished." 
O'Donovan Bossa spoke, and said : — ** I hold that 
•vexy Bnglishman who goes into Ireland fox the purpose 
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?f #clmiiiistoring Snglian law sboald be Blain Witliln 24 
ours." Tbo meeting resolyed— ** That they regarded 
all means looking to the destruetion of foreign domina- 
tion in Ireland to be justifiable and eommenaabie," and 
'* that they woald sustain the Emergency Fnnd.'^ 
That was a fond which Ford kept, aiui stated that he 
never disclosed how it was spent. It was intrusted to 
|um,and he rendered no acconntofit.lt was evidently In- 
tended for soipethiz^r beyond those fnnds which had an 
Object which was disclosed. Then, mv Lords, ocoorred 
the Boston Convention of August 3, 1884. At that coi^ 
vention there were present; — ^Bev. George Betts, T. F. 
^iirke, Patrick Egan, James Reynolds, Krs. Pamelly 
^. B. Redmond, M.F., Mr. Sezton, M.P., Alexandex 
Bullivan, and Dr. W. B. Wallace. Dr. W. B. Wallace 
welcomed Mr. T. P. O'Connor and made the speech 
f. read to your LordshijM a little time ago. I am 
pom that, having two extracts of Sheridan's speeeh 
at tne New York Martyrs' meeting, one of which is 
verbatim and the other more condenjied, I read thQ 
latter. The verbatim extract is as follows : — 
; '* Sheridan said the object of the meeting was * to 
Aay homage and honour to the men who have given up 
their lives in the cause of Ireland. ... It has 
|l>een stated that none but men devoid of all humanity 
would have recourse to certain methods for distressing 
an enemy not hitherto recognized in civilized warfare., 
XVhat has brought up this <uscussion ? The acts of a 
xew brave and dauntless men, who, seeing it impossible 
^ cope with the power of the oppressor by ordinary 
methods of warfare^ loved their country too much to 
sit down in despair, and availed themselves of the 
advantages presexixed to them bv the science of the 
X9th century to see if they could not do it by means 
Idtherto untried. The men who have been murdered 
in Dublin were so convinced, and so acted. There is 
no human being here to-night who is not cbnvinced 
that these men were guided by pure and noble motives. 
Vhey had suffered no individual wrong at the hands of 
Bngland. Such were the feelings tlutt actuated those 
heroic spirits who were murdered on a scaffold in Kil- 
mainham recently. I hold that men capable of those 
acts and motives are worthy to be placed on the roll 
bf martyrs, side by side with the immortal names of 
Tone and Fit^erald, the Sheares, and Bmmet, Allen, 
X^kin. and O'Brien, and all the pther noble spirit 
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'tiiat placed their liTes on the altar of Irish freedom. 
80 long as the love of Irish freedom lives the names 
of Joe Brady, I>uiiel Curley, Fagan, and the boy- 
heroj Timothy Kelly, shall be honoared by every Irish 
patriot. . . . They believed that so long as they 
could not contend against England with an army ana 
a navy they had a right to have recourse to every 
means and any methods to put an end at once and for 
ever to the sufferings of the Irish jpeople. For doing 
so I maintain that humanity is indebted to them, 
because their mode of warfare inflicted her suffering 
and will produce greater results to the oppressed than 
the ^ ordinary one^ of whole destruction by regular 
armies. . . What is the state of affairs after the ez* 
plosions in London and Glasgow ? It is patent to the 
;world that the Press of all Imirope has been awakened 
to a sense of our wrong by the explosions in question.'' . . 
Alter sayinff that in Ireland ** the ridiculous idea of 
'facing England with the ordinary methods of 
war is totally discarded," Sheridan added : — '* The 
present generation feel that if half the energy 
or the tenth part of the means had been applied to 
the practice of scientific warfare, Ireland to-day 
would have a different story to tell. . . . We hope by 
carrying the war into the heart of England and by 
having recourse to scientific methods which God has 
communicated to suffering nationalities to be able to 
inflict more in one generation of the present than in 
rcenturies of the past, and that not by the military 
action of patriot armies, but by the energetic re^ 
solution of a few earnest and practical men— men pre* 
Dared to lay down their lives. One year of such war<* 
Tare, prosecuted vigorously by men capable of directing 
-it, would prove so efficacious a remedy for Irish com- 
flaints tliat we should have Bngland on her knee9 
pegging us to let her alone. ..." 
'My Lords, t was unfortunately obliged to go back to 
(hat 8i>eech because I had taken the wrong report. I 
was relating to jfour Lordships what happened at the 
'Boston Convention. At the Boston Convention, there 
>being present Mr. Sexton and Mr. Bedmond, a variety 
of speeches were made, and among , others one hj 
Alexander Sullivan and by the Hon. M. V. Gannon. 
Alexander Sullivan called the convention to order {i.e., 
opened the proceedings). He said : — 
j^ " The memorable FhiladelDhia Convention organi^d 
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tiie Iririi Kfttional Lesgneof America, tt Is i&& mvtitiuf 

of the Irish National Leagae of Ireland The Irish 

National League, whose distinct and avowed purpose is 
the establishment of the sovereignty of ihe Irish 
people in Ireland, is the embodiment of that spirit <^ 
liberty. . . . The National League aims not merely 
st a reduction of rents, not merely at a chsnge froA 
idle proprietors to working proprietors^ but at the 
creation of complete national life and the development 
of all the diversified industries which render a peoplo 
•elf -sustaining and prosperoas." 

That statement, my Lords, as to the Irish Nations) 
League of America being auziliaiyto the Irish National 
Xeague was made in the presence of Mr. Thomas 
Sexton, Mr. William Redmond, and Mr. Patrick Bgan. 
Mr. Gflimon, after referring to the war of American In- 
dependence, said : — 

*' And those who say to us Irish that we must be 
eternally attempting some crime in Ireland, and talk 
particularly when an exasperated Irishman lifts his 
weapon against a landlord who has ruined him, know 
too that on tiiese historic fields Americans were fight- 
ing against this same enemy of Ireland, with liberty on 
their lips but bullets in their muskets. (Loud cheen 
and applause.) While we should support ardently, 
loyally, the constitutional policy laid down by oui 
glorious leader, Mr. Famell (cheers), yet at the same 
Bme we shall not ^o round with any lying lips, apolo- 
sizing for anj patriot Irishman's crime. (Hear, hear.) 
when they give back Francis Hvnes and place him in 
the fiesh, when they restore in life the murdered Irisb^ 
men of this past aecade, then, perhaps, we .may pass 
by on the other side and pretend there is a tear in ou; 
eye : but until theu it is not our time for czying^ 
(Loud cheering.)" 

I think, my Lords, it may prove that Franck 
Hynes had been tried and convicted of muider« if 
1 remember right, before Mr. Justice Lawson } Wt 
this was the way in which at this convention, m the 
presence of these gentlemen, Uie fate of a man who 
has been tried and convicted of murder has beenspoke^ 
of, and other ** patriot Irishmen's crimes ** are not tp^ 
be apologised for. At this convention resolutions were 
passed — 

** That the Xrifh Nfttioaal hMgae of Amaiioa bitiKBhf 



"exptesKM its tmqtialifted approval of the cotme pomed 
during the past year by Charles Stewart Pamell aaj 
the Iriih Fariiamentary purtv iinder his leadershipi tod 
pledges itself to support them by every moral ana 
ttiaterial aid In the contest which they are waging 
against landlordism and on behalf of Irish national hf 
dependence, and to this end we commend the Farliat* 
tnentary fnnd, recently op^ed h^r oar executive lot 
'such purposes, to the generosity which charaeterices oof 
tountrvmen." 

A* That the gratitude of the Irish race is due in a jmx* 
ticular manner to the executive of the League, Me» 
»nder 8ullivan, for his unselfish devotion to the oausa 
,ol Ireland, and that in his course he has shown eoi»> 
isummate skill and exalted patriotism." 
'That meeting was addressed by Mr. Sexton. Be said :•** 

*' I am able to say that upon being selected by 
voor committee on resolutions, I find mvself heartily 
In agreement with every resolution, witn every prin* 
ciple of those resolutions, which you have adopted 
without discussion. . . . We are now approaching 
the verge of a settlement which will . . . produce 
■0ach a measure of popular comfort and of social inde* 
pendence as will render the will of the people irre<* 
sistible, and will render it impossible for any Qovem* 
ment an^r longer to delay or to defeat our clai^ for 
national independence." 

There, my Lords, yon have what Mr. Sexton and 
Mr. Bedmond are obliged to say before this Ameri<« 
can audience when it is necessary to strengthen the 
bonds of sympathy existing between the two organi* 
Bations. Well, if that be proved I do not Imow 
how it will be ]poS8ible for any one to say that this 
American ozganixation is not part of the same con«' 

Siracy as that which existed in Ireland, and that Mr. 
ymeU in drawing his supplies from these sources was 
drawing them from men who were in fact his allies, 
although they had preached such doctrines as the 
writings of ** Transatlantic" and the speeches of Byrne 
and mlliams and many others whose speeches I read 
^is morning would excite ? The statement is made in 
the Irish World of the 27th of September that Ford had 
collected $15,000 for the purposes of having Liverpool^ 
Manchester, and other towns in ashes. I do not know 
whether vay learned friends will suggest that this was 
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til wild talk. It was not wild talk when the dypa- 
mitards came over to England and succeeded in causing 
explosions which caused death and injured jieople in 
v^arious parts of the metropolis, to say nothing of ex- 
plosions in other parts of the country. Now, my Lords, 
on the 6th of May, 1885, occurred in New York, and 
was reported in the Irish Worlds the Fhoeniz Park han- 
quet. That was a banquet in honour of those who had 
to do with the Fhoeniz Park assassinations. The 6th of 
May, I thinl:^ was the exact date of it. Will your 
Loraships paraon me for one moment ? There is one 
other matter I shall call attention to in connexion with 
Piatrick Ford. On the 20th of April, 1885, a farewell 
reception to Mrs. Kenny, who was Miss Hannah Rey« 
Dolds, was held, at which were present Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Syme, Mr. Ford, Mr. Augustine Ford, Condoxu 
and several other persons whose names I will 
Qot mention. Miss Beynolds was one of the 
ladies of the Land League who had beenr 
doing the work daring the time that Mr. Pamell and 
others were in prison. Her progress through parts of 
Ireland was marked by a succession of outrages — her 

r.th mav be described as being a path of blood ; and, if 
remeiuDer right, some proce^ings were taken against 
her in consequence of tiie acts of which she was proved 
to be guilty. Mr. Frank Byrne made this statement :-^ 
*' In my capacity as secretary of the Land League of 
Great Britain, I naturally became familiar with many 
facts concerning the noble • work being done by the 
li^adies* Land League^ and I found that on every occa- 
Vion where the practical portion of the work was to be 
done. Miss Beynolds was to be found in the fore- 
front." I 
That was reported in the Irith World of Mav 2, 1885, 
9lr. Forrester also spoke of Miss Beynolds at the same 
meeting. He noted the way in which Miss Beynolds had 
gone from vilUge to village, ''cheering the despondent, 
warning the wavering, tl^eatening the cowardly," and 
bow when *' it was necessary that the inmates of the 

next cabin should be sternly instructed 

that it was their duty to pay no rent," she had given 
that instruction. Now, my Lords, yon will understand 
what was the knowledge of these gentlemen who 
approved of the conduct of the orgatuzation in Ireland 
during the time to which this referred. That was 
^zactbr the intimidation which has been pxactised. as 
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"we mggesvt under the aiupices of the Land Leagno, 
Now. my Lords, I go to the Phoeniz Park banquet, al 

• whicn were present Frank Byrne, Mrs. Frank Byrne, I 
do not know whether Mr. P. Bgan was there or not, as 

' there are two Egans, but a Mr. Egan was present, Mr. 
E. J. Bowe, and Mr. John Walsh. A fall report of this 
oceorred in the Iruh World of the 16th of May, 
1885. 

'' On Wednesday evening, May 6, 1886, the Phoenix 
Park anniversary/' says the Irish World,* " one of the 
happiest Irish national reunions that has taken plaoe in 

' New York in some time, was held at the Sinclair- 
house, Broadway. The brilliant gathering of ladies and 

gentlemen included P. Egan, John Walsh, Austin B. 
ord (chairman), Bobert E. Ford, Edward J. Bowe. 
Judge McCarthy, and other members past or present of 
the constitutional organization.'* 

This incident was referred to in " Pamellism and 

■Crime." It was a complimentary banquet '* to one who 

■ was an important, though most unpretendiiu;, actor in 

the event that is marked by the 6th of May.*' The 

Cest of the evening, in the words of Austin Ford, as 
presented her with a *' well-filled purse," was '* a 
- brave little woman, whose memorable courage in con- 
nexion with the victory in the Fhcenix Park three years 
ago (prolonged applause) is kuown to us all." The 
** brave little woman's " name was Mrs. Frank Byrne. 
John Walsh spoke, and another speaker at the meedng 
ipoke of Joe Brady (one of the Park assassins) as ** tlM 
modem Coriolanns, who struck a great blow for liberty ; " 
and Mr. P. Egan moved a vote of thanks ** to Patrick 
Ford for his unswerving loyalty to the Irish cause." 
On the 23d of NoveooDer, 1885, was the Manchestei 
Martyrs' anniversary, and your Lordships will find that 
there were in these instances reports in the Irish World 
of these proceedings, at which these men, who had 
4iterally been convicted criminals, convicted of murder, 
.were treated as being martyrs, captives, and persoos 
whose example should be followed and imitated. There 
were present Frank Bvrne,Mrs. Frank Byrne, several of 
^the Fords, Mr. Parnell's brother, and Edward J. Bowe. 
Now, I told your Lordships that the Irish World showed 
syxn^thy with dynamitartis by their speeches and their 
writings ; but I think you will find that was by no 
means the only way. In 1885 they opened a fond in 
their colomna fox Barton and Connincham. Thoy were 
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fuetestfld ftod tried, and, I beliefv*, ate now aadetgoin^ 

penal aemtnde for explosions in the House of GommonSv ,' 
the Tower, and the Undeigroond Bftihray ; and this is' 
the way thej were spoken of t— 

" Whether Onnmngham and Burton were or wezej 
not participators in the acts for whioh they are now 
•offering, they are entitled to the warmest sympathy, 
of the Irish race. If it is true that they endeavoored 
by waging actiTe war on Ebgland to force Bngland to 
ceaae plnndering and oppressing Ireland, they aio 
mar^rn of Irish liberty. *' 

My Lords, I scarcely think that year Lordships can be^ 
of opinion* in view of what the organiaation desired to; 
obtain, by any means, however extreme, that it wookli 
justify the treatment of such men as either patriots or 
martyrs of their country. In September of the same 
year some money was sent for and acknowledged from 
the tmstees of the Emergency Fond to Mr. FacBell, to 
enable him to pmrchase the mterest in an Irish news- 
pa]per--a peper called the Iritkman, That is a paper 
which was amalgamated with and practically ceased 
to exist when United Ireland held the field, so that there 
was no farther necessity for the paper. The 6th of 8ep« 
tember, 1885, is the date of the report that the money 
had been sent over. Bat if it be trae that Mr. Pameil 
was only holding United Ireland as a trustee for the 
Americans, who neld the money, when yon come to 
examine the position of Mr. Famell and his friende 
they were to a great extent but pappets in the hands 
of the people who sent over the money, or they coald 
not hare commanded the American sympathy or got the 
American supplies. I now come to 1886. I shall call; 
year Lordships' attention to the Chicago Convention of, 
1886. This IS the Convention in respect of which The 
Timet made a mistake, and said that Mr. T. P. O'Connor 
was present at that Convention, and Mr. T. P. O'Connor 
has sach an opinion of the gentlemen who were fHre^ 
sent there that he alleges that it was a libel apon him. 
He does not object to his name being mentioned in 
oonnexion with earlier conventions, where the same 
policy was supported and the same persons were pr&« 
sent. But it is a little significant tbat he should com- 
plain with reference to this particular mistake which 
was made in the columns of '* Parnelltsm and 
Chrime " with reference to his attendance at 
this Convention. This Convention* my Loids, is 



VBB ficraoxiif oomaaa»g, 279^ 

of "veij considerable importance. The aciaal date 
of tiie CoQTention is the i7th or 18th of Aogust, 1886.. 
There were present at that Convention the Rev. Greorge 
BettSy William O'Brien, John Bedmond,and John Deasy ; 
I think Davitt was present also ; his name is not on toe 
list before me, but I shall assume and shall state that 
he was there. There were also present Thomas 
Brennaoy John Devoy, Patrick Egan, Patrick Ford» 
John Finerty, Mr. T. P. O'Connor of lUiaois (whicA 

f:ave rise to the mistake), ihe Rev. George W. Pepper-^ 
hat was a Dissenting minister, to whom I naV& 
already referred — B. J. Bowe, Alexander Sullivan. Dr. 
Wallace, and John Walsh. I call your Lordsnips' 
attention to the fact that Finert^ was present at that 
meeting, and that he was recognized by Mr. PameU. as 
a dynamitard. I shall prove that when Mr. Finerty 8 
name was mentioned in the House of Commons by Sir 
Georse (then Mr.) Trevelyan, in 1886,iMr. Pamelf said 
that Mr. Finerty^ was a gentleman who was stronsly in 
favour of dynamite, for the purpose, no doubt, of sug- 
gesting at that time that there was no connexion 
between him and members of his party and Mr. 
Pinerly. That was in July, 1886. I shall be ablOi no 

doubt 

The Pbisident*-— What was in July, 1886 ? 
The Attobnst-Gbnsbal.— The statement in the 
House of Commons, my Lord ; I apologize to your 
Lordships for makine a mistake, it was on the 25tn of 
May, 1S86. Mr« Fora had come to Chicago at Mr. Bed^ 
mond's special request, and had commissioned him to 
assist Mr. Davitt and Mr. O'Brien in framing the reso* 
lutions. Mr. Egan and Mr. Brennan spoke, and Finerty, 
the dynamiter, spoke at the Convention. He 
said that whatever Parliament might do for Ireland* 
thev, too, had a long and a terrible account to settle 
with England. ** Let the Irish in Ireland pursue, if 
they choose, their paths of peace, but if they (the 
American-Irish) could do anything to injure England, to 
annoy Enelano, to keep her awake o' ni|^hts, they 
would ana they ought to do it." He praised ** the, 
iword of the insurgent " and ** the poignard of th^' 
assassin ;" he begged the ** constitutional leaders " 
** not to be apologizing for their relations with the 
American-Irish In the House of their common enemy" — 
no doubt referring to Mr. Bedmond, Mr. O'Brien, and 
Mr, 8gaD» who were present ; and hoQ.ed they would not 
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'repeat tne conduct of Mr. Famell, who had expmsod 
disapproval — namely, by withdrawing, or in any way 
going back as to any statement made as to the 
American connexion. Mr. Egan congratalated the meet- 
ing on its ** good sense and unity," and Mr. Michael 
Davitt deprecated a policy of unprofitable revenge. He 
believed dynamite to be unnecessary, ** but he found 
no fault with Mr. Finerty or Mr. Sullivan for the aenti- 
ments they expressed." 

Mr. Davitt. — May I ask what paper the Attorneys 
General is reading from ? 

The ATTORKEY-GBNSRA.L.— I am quoting from the 
Irish World of the 28th of August, 1896. I do not know 
whether or not the reports of the 7mA World are sup- 
posed to be fictitious, or made by other than competent 
reporters. But if anythinjg of the kind is suggested I 
am correct, my Lords, m saying that so far as the 
columns of the Irish World and united Ireland have 
been searched, there has not been a single correction 
or withdrawal or abandonment of any statement made, 
nor anything introduced or written to tone down oi 

•qualify it. * 

* Mr. Davitt. — I only asked the question because Tht 

Times had a reporter present, and 1 should tuive thought 

the Attorney-Ghanenil would have quoted from his'report. 

The PRESIDBMT. — I did not catch the observation. 

Mr. Davitt. — I was sAying that I asked the Attorney* 

General from what paper he was quoting, inasmuch as 

"JTAtf Times had a reporter at the Convention, and I 
should have thought The Attorney-General would have 

-quoted from The Times report. 

. The PjEiEaiBEKT.— That is a fact which would be more 
properly introduced as evidence, and not by way of 
interruption. 

The Attornbt-Gknkral.— My Lords, my instruc- 
tions are that Mr. Davitt*s information is not correct, 
but that we shall see by the evidence. My Lords, at 
the same meeting Mr. Davitt made a further speech. 
He said that former insurrections in Ireland had ex- 
clusively relied on Irish national sentiment. '* But Irish 
national sentiment had not succeeded in winning Irish 
liberty. Recently they had added the power found in 
the desire of a people to improve them socially. 
They had to combine the whole Irish race at home and 

abroad in one vast movement They had to 

strike at ai)d cripple the power of Irish landlordism— 
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England's, territorial garrison in Ireland'-before they 
cotld call into the field of action the full force 
of Irish manhood and Irish national sentiment." 
At the meeting at which that speech was delivered a 
eeryice of plate was presented to Mr. Patrick Eean, 
and a telegram was read from Mr. Pamell thanking 
the Convention, and declaring that ** the ratification 
of onr policy and action, the order, miion, and 
moderation of the proceedings have created a pro-* 
fonnd impression here, and and great strength to our 
position.*' I do not know, my Lords, whether in the 
face of these reports, after what happened in 1888, it 
will be suggested that the American section and tho 
Irish National League were not still in close alliance, 

2'uBt as in 1881 the American section had been in closo 
Iliance with the Land League. I have stated, and I 
inust make good that statement, that Mr. Michael 
Davitt openly referred to speeches in the Irish World, 
and I now refer to a letter written by Mr. Davitt as 
late as the year 1886. This is an extract from a letter 
of Mr. Davitt's of October 7, 1886. Referring to the 
irhole course the Irish World had taken, he said : — 

** The Irish World, which, of course, means Patrick 
Ford, has almost always been * a guiae, philosopher, 
and friend ' of mine since my liberation from Dart- 
moor ; and if I have had to differ occasionaUr with 
some of its teachings and to criticize the wisdom of 
its plans for the freedom of Ireland, I have never for 
a moment doubted the unselfish patriotism which 
prompted such plans, or forgot the unparalleled ser- 
vices which yon rendered^ to the Land League move« 
ment from its very inception until its organization— 
but not its spirit — was suppressed by the Government 
of England. Indeed, no truthful historian can write 
the record of that oiganization and its giant assault 
opon the citadel of felonious Irish landlordism 
without recognizing the fact that the chief inspiration 
of the movement, its spirit, and most of its financial 
rtrength came from the Irish World." 
Now, I do not suppose that Mr. Davitt will 
repudiate any statement of that kind. If so, Mr. 
Davitt is one of the witnesses who can ^ive the 
strongest evidence in support of tho view for 
whicn wo are contending — that there was but 
one conspiracy, but one organization, and that its 
object was to attack the felon landlords, to attack 
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Ihe felonions Imh hndlovds, to dnve' them <Nit« 
toot and branch, from tiie Lriah soil, and to 
pat the Irish soil in the possession of the Irish 
tenant, thereby to destroy what has been called 
On so many occasions the ** English garrison ** in 
Ireland. I told yonr Lordihips that I most give ypa a 
prief record of the connexion between the Irish World 
and the Irish National League in the matter of money* 
I am^ not able at present to pat in a complete state* 
ment in regard to that, as the files at my disposal have 
not yet been completely searched. Year Lordship* 
know there is a sammary, sifl^ed l^ ^''^y ^ ^® sheet 
which was prodaced in facsimile m T?ie Timu ; bat| 
practically speaking, every one or two issaes of the 
Irish Worlds sometimes once, sometimes twice, some* 
times three times in a month, there are acknow^ 
lodged and si^ed by Patrick Bgan various sums 
of money received on account of the Irish Land 
League, which undoubtedly formed substantially the 
urindpal sources of the funds of the Leai^e. 
I do not want merely to read from " JPamelliam 
and Crime," nor do I want to refer to any state- 
ment of my own of mere plain faets as to what I 
shall be able to prove in connexion with Mr. FaneU 
and Mr. Ford ; hut this I respectfully say, that I have 
to-day travelled over a period of no less than ei^t 
years, from 1878 to 1886, and have shown— and, so rac 
as I know at present, there is nothin|[ to oontzadict the 
statement I have made — that the mitialplan of the 
Irish Land League emanated from Mr. Davitt after 
consultation with Mr. Ford in America. I daresay 
there had been consultations in Ireland before, Mo 
doubt Mr. Davitt is a very clever man, and may have 
ori^^nated all those ideas ; but, be tiiat as it may, the 
Irish Land League did not exist until Mr. Davitt had 
been to America. He comes back and he has a diffi- 
oulty in inducing Mr. Pamell to assent to the pro- 
gramme he has proposed, because Mr. Pamell waa 
afraid he might be driven too far. In a fatal hour Mr* 
Pamell yields, with the resalt that American monev 
is forthcomici^, through the agency of the Irish World* 
for starting the first initial organization of the Kationaf 
Land League. Durinff the years 1881, 1882, and 1883 
there are constant and continaal references to the ser- 
vices rendered by the Irish World, During a portion 
of this time there are ondoobtod attempts at ontrageit 



%B1 SmcSLUi OOKHXSSiaif* iff 

gfCMs oatRtges, in this coontry, tineonneeted witli 
the land agitation, which emanated from Americaj 
as to which not only the vile criminaLi who carried 
them ont, bnt the agents, snch as dynamite, by meanj 
of which they were carried ont, all came fronl 
America. As far as can be it will be proved before 
your LordfiliipB that all the dynamite used in the 
outrages in this coimtry emanated from America, 
"Son have, therefore, got an extreme party placeq 
all the time in immediate alUance with the Land 
lieague. And what is going on in Ireland ? Un<* 
fortunate beings are being made to walk to tho 
fullest extent the other plank built up by Mr. 
Michael Davitt, and victim after victim falls who 
has committed no offence except that he has JP&iu 
hlsrmt. A]} tbiA culminates at a point in the yearIo82« 
9!hen what do we find during 1883, 1884, 1885, ttn<K 
1886 ? If the story as I have told it is true — and X 
ehallenge my learned friends to show that it is not^- 
▼ou have the same intimate connexion between tho 
Iwo conspiracies. Now, my Lords, it only remains f oi 
me to follow one part of the story with which I have 
not yet dealt— namely, whether or not the National 
League did the same sort of woric the Land League 
has done. I am anxious to-day to complete the case as 
nearly as possible, though I am afraid I shall not b4 
able to do so in the short time i9till at my disposal. 
Now, my Lords, I do not hesitate to say that prior to 
the year 1883 I have successfully demonstrated that 
the Land League had been supported by a vile con* 
ipiracy, which only lived by the cruelty it practised 
on the peasantry in Ireland. What we have to consider 
now is, aye or no, was the course of conduct pursued 
by Mr. Pftmell and others at the end of 1883, in 1884, 
1B85, and 1886 the same or different from their pre* 
▼ious conduct P Did the National League repent of 
the evils which had followed from the course of con- 
duct pursued by the Land League ? It will be our duty 
to lay before your Lordships evidence of exactly tho 
same kind, and it is essential that I should demonstrate 
to your Lordships that I am going to tender evidence 
which will, I trust, put it clearly before your Lord- 
ships that after May, 1882, the National League was 
pursuing exactly the same course of conduct as had 
oeen pursued by the Land League prior to that date, 
'{Bhe Itil let of speeches to which I shall call attea* 
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Uon are the ipeeohei delivered in the comity of Cork* 

resuming the story of the working of the organization 
in that aUtrict. The first speech which I will read waa 
delivered at the Land League meeting at CuUen on 
June 7, 1885. 

The P&xaiDENT.— The Land League ? 

The Attobkst-Gkneral.— No. I meaa the National 
League, which was started in the autumn of 1882. The 
Land League was supposed to have ceased to exist at 
that time. At this meeting Mr. A(*Carthy, ex-suspect» 
who was* I think, in Kilmainham with Mr. Pamellv 
made a speech stronglv condemnatory of land-grahben. 
He fiercely denounced land-grabbers, whom be called 
on the people to deal with ** as Irishmen should deal 
with their enemies. There is one way jrou can get rid 
6f this scourge, boycott hiin« isolate mm as accursed 
by God." The remarks of tius speaker, I think it will 
be proved, were directed against one Cornelius 
O'Connor, who had taken an evicted farm at 
Ardnageehy. On June 14, at Hunting-hill, J. Lyons, 
secretary of the Cork NationaljLeague, said we meeting 
was called to protest against a most unjust evietiony 
and advised the people to boycott the emergenejr man 
or land-grabber ; *' they need not give him a drink of 
water though it would save him from the next world.'* 
Speaking at Knocknagree, on the 29th, Mr. Cronin ex- 
pressed surprise *• that land-grabbing should be 
Allowed to exist in the district, having regard to the 
perfection of the organiiation of the people therein. 
)^e man who takes up the farm of another is imder- 
mining the groundwork of the agitation. He is doing 
no good to his family, because the very children will 
not only curse him for his action, but will not care to 
hear the name of their father mentioned." Mr. Healy 
-^not either of the members of Parliament — said **' grab- 
bine was growing apace, sustained and fed as it was 
wiUi the unaccountable immunity with which its disci- 
ples had been allowed to pursue (their villanv." I 
wink there can be no doubt as to what was intended 
by ** immuni^." What had previously happened to 
persons who had " grabbed '^ land would suggest to 
the people what course they were intended to pursue. 
Mr. M*Uarthy, at the same meeting, said : — ** No word 
in the English language was sufficient to explain their 
horror and loathing for the land-grabber, that wretch 
irhom the sooner we Irish peoide get from the face of 
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^e eonniry the better." Mr. Wright, from PhHa- 
^elphia, said, *' Earl Spencer is gone, but he has 

-got away too easy Perhaps we 

Jtnow a great deal. Dynamite to as Americans 
means the result of wretchedness against oppres- 
ftion." Your Lordships will find not a few oases 
in which Americans spoke at these meetings. 
On July 12, at Innishannon, Mr. J. Deasy, M.P., the 

Kntleman who attended the Chrcago Convention with 
Bssrs. O'Brien and Redmond, said : — 

" They were assembled under a ConserTatiye Govem- 
jnent without having their right of meeting interfered 
with. The settlement of the land question was merely 
a means to an end. Come to your meetioffs, pass vour 
resolutions, adhere strictly to. these resolutions, faavQ 
no dallying with the land-grabber, hold no communica* 
tion with him.'' 

Mr. Kelleher.in the presence of Mr. J. Deasy and Mr. 
J. Hooper, M.P., alluded to the case of a man who, he 
said, had ,been bribing the, agent to evict a tenant 
from his holding, and warned him that ** if he con- 
tinued his nefarious designs he would not only bring 
down upon himself the vengeance of God, but also the 
▼engnanoe of man, which was worse than the vengeance 
of (ak>d.'' At Kealkil, on August 23, Dr. Tanner, 
H.P., called on the people present, ** for God's sake 
to boycott every man, woman, and child who wonld 
not be true and join the national cause." He told the 
people to be eareful not to purchase an article from 
fijjiy one but a Nationalist, and observed that if this 
would not take effect '* the steel would, begob." 
Speaking at Maoroom on S^»tember 6, Mr. Joha 
O Connor, M.P., said : — 

" They had driven the Land League — like Samson 
of old — ^between the pillars of landlord oppression and 
English injustice, and' had given the structure such a 
tnighty titake that it came tumbling to its base. The 
X^and League was crushed, no doubt, but they were 
building a new house out of the old material. Whila 
we exercise all the power that lies within us in 
chastising the guilty, we must take care we do not also 
chastise the innocent." 

The speaker then referred to an interference on the 
part of the Cork branch of the League with a decision 
by another branch, and laid down what he called a 
little ** Ijand Leagae Law." to the effect that the 
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thftn tlie former braach, which did not know too cir- 
omnitaDcev of the case. Here the e&gj of a land* 
nabber was carried through the people, and Mr^ 
O'Connor observed he had no objection to a little 
ftmosement, " particularly when that amusement eony- 
•isted in dealing properly with a grabber." Well, I 
shoold think, in connexion with the carrying of aa 
effigy through the meeting, there could not oe a mach 
stronger or simpler method of appealing to an Iririi 
audience than the advice to '* deal properly " with the 

grabber j|iven by Mr. John O'Connor at that meetiiigi 
ontinuing, Mr. O'Connor said : — 
** Our policy in Parliament will be to do sach 
things as will bring us every day nearer to the grand 
goal of our ambition— national independence. We will 
not rest satisfied with any half-hearted measures ; 
nothing short of the power to work out our own destiny 
and to be on equal terms with eveiy other nation of 
the earth." 

Tour Lordships will observe thatMr. JohnO'Connor,taking 
his instructions from his chiefs, or being one of tiie chiefs 
himselfjknew that national independence was the subject 
which it was essential to put forward as one of the 
main -Objects by which his hearers would be excited^ 
otherwise he would not be true to the resolutions 
passed at the yarious Conventions in America to 
which I have been calling attention. . On September 
20, 1885, a meeting was held at Donoughmore, county 
Cork. There were present Mr. W. Redmond, M.P«| 
and Mr. J. C. Flynn, Robert Walsh, of Con:, being 
the speaker. The latter said :— *' While Carty clings 
to that farm below, boycott -him ; do not speak to 
him : find out where he gets his provisions from ; do 
not deal with that shopkeeper ; establish a Vigilance 
Committee for the purpose and make' the place as 
hot as hell for him.^' At Blackstaff's Cross, county 
Cork, on the 10th of April, 1885, Mr. Deasv, M.P.. 
denounced Mr. Hamilton Brien as *' one of the worse 
igrpe of Irish agents to be found in Ireland," and 
adVised the boycotting of land-grabbers 4 To show tile 
extent to which this agitation was being carried on in 
Cork, on the same day at Cooldorihy, county Cork, in 
the presence of J. C. Flynn, William Kelleher said 
that " the struggle of Whiteboyism is the struggle of 
to<lay." Your Juordships know what Whiteboyism 
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WMI. A BQlttber of Acts were passed to stop offeaees 
such as firing at night. The speaker went on to say f^ 

«* The Whiteboys, in order to protect their wives 
and families y had no doubt a desperate struggle with 
the landlords. I am sorry to say they failed, but 
please God we shall not fail. The National League 
bas grappled landlordism by the throat ; and If you in, 
this branch of the League , and the branches through- 
out the country, are faithful and true to the League« 
that hold will never be loosened until landlord!^ is 
completely strangled and until the last vestige of the 
ruffianly institution is swept out of the country." 

II there were half a dozen ignorant men there who 
believed that stamping out landlordism would give them 
their farms for nothing, mere greed would drive them 
to take those means which were suggested by the 
speaker, while there would be a considerable number of 
others who would be afraid to resist. One of the prin« 
cipal means Mr. Pamell has for rewarding his supporters 
is by making them members of Parliament for me di»« 
tricts in which they have been agitators, and this Mr. 
Flynn was afterwards member for North Cork. On 
the ISth of October at Dorrus Mr. Deasj, M.P., said :*^ 
** They would be placing themselves within the power 
of the law if they proposed any resolutions at their 
lioague meetings directing their friends to boycott any 
individual.'' Xour Lordships will observe the in- 
sidious way in which Mr. Deasy avoided all he thought 
would place himself within the power of the law* 
^e speaker went on to say : — 

*' If they entered into any kind of a conspiracy for 
the purpose of making life unbearable to tnose 
wretcnes, they would run the risk of having a convic- 
tion against them. They know tiie land-nrabbers, and 
nobody need tell them how to deal with them. There 
need be no discussions at their meetings on the subject 
at all. If they pursued the constitutional course tney 
had been pursuing for the last five years they would 
soon see the day when the Irish people would bid 
defiance to the British Government, and would have 
supreme control over their own destinies.'* 

There you have it again, my Lords — *' the same con* 
stitutional course being parsued as during the last five 
^ears '^— the constitationai poorse being morder* intimi- 
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dAtion, and the maiming of cattle. The Bev. Tathev 
O'Rioidan at the same time said :— 

" Are Irishmen, with the brains they have, to be 
the only people to remain degraded and depressed ? 
3i!ou shall not, with the political education you haye^ 
with the brains you have, and the hearts you have^ 
and the manl^ figure you have, and the strong arznn — 
which you will keep quiet till your commanders order 
you — with all these Qualities of mind and body yoa 
shall not remain any longer the most degraded people 
on the face of the earth/^ 

At a meeting at Coachford, county Cork, Dr. Tannet 
spoke. Dr. Tanner is a gentleman who has a greater 
command of metaphor and of epithet than most of hie 
colleagues. He spoke of the land-grabber as a *' rapa- 
cious beast, too low, too filthy, to take oo^isance of, 
too low to denounce. He is like the leper in the Bast, 
or like that other gentleman, and like such a noisome 
creature* we should treat him in the only way in 
which he ought or can be treated, we should leave him 
severely alone.*' Your Lordships will remember tiiat 
the ** severely alone " was the text of Mr. Pamell a( 
Bnnis in 18^0, nearly five years before. ** The Irisl 
people would march on until the cord has been snapped 
which ties them to alaverv, and until Ireland will again 
assert herself anindepenaent,free,and glorious nation." 
On November 15, 1885, Mr. Lane, M.P., speaking at 
Midleton, congratulated the people upon the disappear- 
ance from their midst of ** the cursed flag that tihey 
had been accustomed to see upon every public pla^ 
form, and he hoped they would never see it again, 
(Cheers and groans for the * Union Jack.*) In its 
place were the banners representing Ireland, and the 
greater Ireland across the sea. JBoycotting was a 
thoroughly legal weapon, and, powerful and desperate 
though it was, they were entitled to use it. As naug- 
ing is a protection to society against the taking of 
human life, so bovcotting was a protection to the 
tenant fanners. It was the only weapon they 
had against the brute force of Britisn laws* 
Let no tenant go behind the backs of his 
fellow ^ tenants on any estate and pay his rent 
after it had been decided to act m concert." 
Your Lordhbips will find several references in these 
later speeches to acting in concert and to the Plan of 
Campaica* whieh^ I assume voor LordshiDS are aware* -* 
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was the revival of an old erjrstem that there shoald be 
a combicatioQ by those who could pay banking the 
znoney for the cood of all, not one sixpence to go to 
the landlord, those who were willing and able to 
■fnlfll their contracts or carry out their existing obliga* 
tions being prevented by intimidation from doin^ so. 
Hence the meaning of the observation as to actmg io 
concert. On the 15th of December Dr. Tanner spoko 
at Millstreet, county^ Cork, and asked the people 
present to hold up their hands and swear never to take 
evicted farms. Referring to Mr. Hegarty, he described 
him a6 '* a vile, creeping reptile, living hi their 
midst, who used his landlord iniluence in maligning 
the people among whom he lived, who was endeavour* 
ing to climb to the magistracy, but who would yet bo 
relegated to the lowest depths of a felon's cell." 
Mr. Hegart]^ is a gentleman who will be called before 
your Lordships — a very respectable man who lived foe 
years in peace and quietness with his fellow men, but 
who had the pluck and determination absolutely to 
decline to knuckle under to the National League. I 
believe that several attacks have been made upon him, 
even to the extent of firing at him. He will be 
able to describe to vour Lordships the position a man 
in Ireland is in if he has ^ the courage to resist the 
National League and not to mind the attacks upon him. 
He then describes Mr. Hegarty as '* a low, creeping 
re|)tile, who did not deserve the name of a human 
bcin^, whose proper definition would be a * thing,' 
but since he should call him something, he would 
call him the lowest of created beings, a creeping louse. 
As long as Mr. Jeremiah Hegarty was in tneir midst 
there never would bo peace in Millstreet." He then 
called on all who wished Mr. Hegarty awa^ to put 
up their hands. Thereupon the whole crowd lifted their 
bands, groaning and booing. Well, my Lords, it cer- 
tainly does seem an extraordinary thing that tiiis kind 
of speech should be made for the purpose of forward- 
ing a bond Jide political organization or any organiza- 
tion which pursues constitutional means. Now on 
August 22, 1886, Mr. Gilhooly, M.P., spoke at Kealkil, 
county Cork. He said : — 

*' Become members of the National League, which 
is the only power to protect you from the landlords, 
and, above all things, be determined that you will not 
surrcmder the land you have tilled and slaved on to a 



liord0 of miserable vampires who have bo ri^bt to tbi^it 
land. Daring the last two years two millions of 
cor people have been mnraered by landlordisna* 
aided D^ English law in Ireland, and it is your dat^ 
to combine and determine that ^oa never again wlu 
be driven from the homes wmch are your right. 
We have in the neighbourhood of Bancry some of 
the most miserable vampires that ever carsed the face 
of the earth. We have that cmrsed militiaman, Lor4 
Bi^itry, who has returned to oecq^ the home where 
his father kept the paternal seat at Blackrock House." 
He then denounced Mr. Bird, J. P. and land agent, for 
having served writs of ejectment on tenants ; also 
Mr. Skrrett, J^P.^ Both these names you will 0nd, my 
Lords, that it is important to remember. He denouncea 
land-snrabbers, and observed that : — 

** The grabbers in this locality will find that it will 
be impossible for them to keep a hold of their farpos. 
The people should boycott them as they would i^ 
venomous serpent, and also any shopkeepers who sup- 
ported them. It was not by a * wishy-washy ' sort of 
organization, or by going and joining the National 
lioague, they could do anytiiing, but by acting as men, 
by being fearless of the consequences. If they had to 
go to gaol, go to gaol ; lefc no punishment that can 
be inflicted prevent you from preserving your families 
from landlordism. Notwithstanding every means 
which could be employed bv the English Government 
to stamp out the spirit of the Irish people, the spirit 
to-daj lives, thank God, and the Irish people are more 
hopeml and nearer £o win back the God-given ri^ht of 
fiea-govemment than at . any period of Iri^ history 
since the English invader laid his unholy foot on tm 
soil of our country." 

My Lords, it is perfectly clear from the reports of 
these speeches that these speakers had all nad the 
same text given to them — were told that they were 
to preach national independence and the sweeping 
away of likndlordism, and following out these lines 
the^ one and all appeU to that for the purpose of set 
curing the American support and that oi the extreme 
section to which I have made such frequent reference. 
The actual foundation of the Plan of Campaign was in 
October, 1886. On the 7th of November, 1886, Mr, 
W. J. Lane, M.P., spoke at Youghal. He said he did 
not think wat ..the local branoh of the Leagoe had 
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|thown that activity for the past Biz or eight montiis 
whieh it ought to have c&own, and which, if it haa 
flhown, there would not be three or four vacant farms 
in the immediate neighbourhood of their town. If 
such farms were not boycotted within the next week, 
he would say the branches were not doing their duty. 
(Cheers.) Tnere was not a district in Ireland at tne 
iweseat moment where there are not a few boycotted, 
and strictly boycotted farips. These farms serve toth0 
surrounding landlords the very same purpose that ai^ 
old hat on the top of a stick serves crows in the 
potato field. He counselled the tenants on the Ponsonby 
estate to demand what reduction they considered fair, 
and if that reduction were refused he explained to 
them what they should do. 

*' In those good old days when the English Govern* 
raent used to go to war — before they were muziled by 
|Cr. Famell and made the laughing-stock of the world 
—it was a rule of the British Army that every man 
who deserted his ranks in presence of the enemy was 
shot on the spot. We are told to Ipok up to the 
British Government as models of law and order, and 
If we might take a leaf out of their book, I would 

gy this, that every tenant farmer who is found tum- 
g his back on his comrades deserves to be shot. But, 
my friends, understand me thoroughly. We have given 
up the use of firearms in oar warfare, we have a moTQ 

Sowerful weapon at present, and one that is able to 
es^ a deadlier blow than any firearm ever invented, 
and that is the weapon of boycotting.'' (I wonder 
whether Mr. Lane pointed out to his hearers that boy- 
eotting in ihe end means killing the man if he did not 
submit through the boycotting.) ** We have heard it 
said by landlords and iand-grabbers that they would a 
neat aeal sooner be shot than boycotted. And there- 
fore I say when you have deserters in the National 
ranks, instead of shooting them as the English Govem-i 
ment deals with its deserters, we will boycott them. 
Mind that ! Let that be fully understood, now, because 
these peo|>le have been treated with too much con- 
isideratfon in the past* It is not the landlords that 
have the fixing of rents at present ; it is the tenants. 
If the tenants are true to their colours, they can fix 
the rents, and not the landlords." 
Father Hayes, an Irish-American priest, thanked thexQ 
foK the eathusiastie receptioa they had giyeo hm \ 
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be knew it was intended for the neat fCepablic ol 
America. (Cheers.) Whenever he spoke iu America ha 
never had a Qoyerament reporter on the platform to 
bolldog him. 

'* The^ were not accustomed there to those objects 
of servitude, of slaverv, and of foreign domina- 
tion. Bat, whoever else he raaj bolldoff, thia 
child of the American Bepablic he will not 
bulldog. Between the Knglish Government and 
the Irish landlords, as between two millstones^ 
the very life has been crushed out of Ireland. 
In the name of the God of freedom, of truth, and of 
justicej what is the remedv ? Is it by physical force, 
or is it by moral force r I know tnere are some 



people on earth, and a great many perhaps here, who 
think that no good can be done without dynamite, 
powder, and blood, and that no triumph can be 



achieved without these evils that shake the pillars of 
the fflobe and make thrones and^ principaliUes and 
republics totter and rush down in chaos before the 
•tormy wrath and execrations of revolutionary men. 
I hola that physical force should nev§r be emploved 
except where you can employ it successfully, and tnen 
only as supplementaiy to moral force, and when moral 
force has been despised. Evidentlv we have lost our 
time in petitioning England. Will we now petition 
the lanolords that they mav have mercy on us and 
spare us — a plutocracy of thieves, held together by 
the cohesive power of public plunder, wringing their 
wealUi from tne sweat of the Irish poor ? miat, then, 
is the remedy ? Let eveiy man stand to his gun ; na 
neutrals, as my friend Dr. Bonayne said ; eveiy^ man 
and woman can do something. Any one that is not 
with us is against us. Some of the ancient Republics 
that are no more condemned to death any citizen that 
remained neutral when his country entered on a 
troubled time. Ireland is in trouble and affliction, 
and if that law were applied to Youghal — I am sornr 
to say it, but I am one of those who speak the trutn 
and shame the devil — if that law were applied to 
Youghal, one-half of us should be doomed to death long 
ago. The first remedy is perfect unity. Unity is 
strength, and in strength is victoiy. Any one that is 
not with you heart and soul, go, mark him well, 
whether he be Churchman or layman. Catholic or 
Frotestant. You must make no distinction on the 
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Bcore of nationality. If yon had a Catholic that was 
s renegade to your National League, and if you had a 
Protestant that was true to his country, you should 
patronize the ProtOHtant and condemn the Catholic, 
Put him where the Redeemer of the world pat 
Iscariot^and you do not need to he any more just than 
your Redeemer. I tell you that if, in spite of moral 
means, that still England remains the £aigland of all 
history, hrutal in the superlative degree — I tell you 
we have something in America that will ^ive her a 
rude awakening, and she got a taste of it in Parlia- 
ment in the dynamite explosions. If nothing but 
eixplosions will make an impression on England — I do 
not advise you au3rthing, but we in America would 
pelt the powder that would not do us justice with the 
lightnings of Heaven aod the fires of hell." 
Mr. John Hyde, of Killeagh, said that ** a great deal 
had been said about tyrannical landlords, but they 
had in their midst a land-grabber of the deepest dye. 
and that is Bill Daly." I have only two more, if I 
may be allowed to finish them, my Lords. Mr. J. C. 
Flynn, M.P., said : — 

** The plain truth is this, that the land of Ireland 
this year has produced no rent ; and what I should 
advise is that where abatements are not given, then 
let there be no rent. The man who is a member of 
the Irish Parliamentary part^ has land which appears 
to be of that kind from which Sir James Cairo said 
six months ago that all economic rent had dis- 
appeared. The conduct of Sir Joseph N. H'Kenna is 
bad, especially because he is a member of the 
National party, and because he is supposed to repre- 
seAt the justice of the tenantry and people of Ireland. 
Mr. Lane has told you, and I repeat it, that the atti- 
tyde of Mr. Ponsonby and Sir Joseph M'Kenna, and 
the attitude of all other landlords in this district, 
will be measured by the strength and determination 
^e meets from the people. Let the farmers show at 
the jpresent time the same determination that one man 
— >Tun Hurlev— showed a fortnight ago, and the ques* 
tlon is settled, and the rents of Ireland will come 
down." 

After that was a speech by the renowned Dr. Tannep, 
at Molly McCarthy's Bridge, county Cork, on January 
2$, 1887. Dr. Tanner said i^ 

" The Plan of Campaijgn had been nroclaimed« )mt 
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tken ihev (the Gt>venimeiit) procUim a gre*^ manir 
ihingi. In ^int of fact, if I am tired of anything, I 
am rather tired of tearing up the Qaeen's proclama- 
tions. (Cheers.)" He commended boycotting as a 
most powerful, serviceable weapon, and called upon 
the people to boycott any man who is an enemy of the 
country. He was not, he said, going to specify axsj 
{i^rticular cases ; they knew the dinerence between 
right and wrong, and he called upon them " in all 
wrong cases, or cases of grabbing, or emergency men^ 
or ruffians and scoundrels of that type, distinctly to 
boycott all such. We all know the waT they treat 
renegades and ruffians in Hillstreet. (A voice.— 
' &egartv.') Some one mentioned the name Hegarty. 
(Groans.; I was speaking about that creature this 
morning, and as I told the people in Ballyvoumey 
this moniing, so I tell you now, the creature is going 
down-hill too quick. [I cannot help thinking, my 
Iiords. that this must have been in 1886, and not 
1^7. J I am not going to deal with men of that class^ 
stamp) or abstraction. Their foul deeds are on l^em 
—the brand of Cain — and their fellow men are able to 
discriminate between them and honest and just men. 
I draw a difference between a viper and a boa con* 
Btrictor. One is a miserable, mean, grovelling, 
crawling reptile, the other is a reptile of a more 
noble stamp. Bo, my friends, you are able to draw 
the difference, and I will leave the matter in your 
hands. I am not going to deal with these men, 
because they are beneath conlempt--Hegarty and that 
lot." 

STour Lordships see it was so well organized that in 
all cases *' of grabbing or emergency men " the 
people were enabled to recognise what they had to do« 
Ur. Tanner, speaking at Coolderrihy, county Cork, on 
the 26th of January, 1887, said that he, as their repre* 

Jsbtative, was the general in command of the Irish ' 
National Lea^pue of Mid-Cork ; that Kilmichael should 
jsend forward its company to march shoulder to shoulder 
with the re^ment, to meet the enemy in the ^sp. **Itn 
soldier enlisted in the Army was 'required by hit 
colonei to march with his comrades to meet the enen|^ 
at the gap and fell out of the ranks, well, he would be 
shot. The men who will not obey me as their colonel 
and join the 2i[ational Iieague^ waU, I would not say 



they Bhonld be shot, bat they shonld be rcr!igh][yireated«| 
I wonH be accoantable for their lives, and may be thdj 
daylijght would be seenthroagh them in bullet holes. '^ 
My Lords, I have read this tieries of speeches frosf' 
1885 to 18&7, and I submit there is practically po! 
difference between the condnct pursaed by thet 
National League speakers dazing that period ana thai 
porsaed by the Land League speakers in tfatt ptQjimid 
period. _,....^„ 

FmDASy OOEQGBSB 26. 
Mr. Davitt appeared in person. '^ 

The CommiBsioneishaTing takeax their ae$iiA tg^Ksu'^^ 

4)BQChy .1 

The ATTOfiKxr-GszfQaUL said,— Slight J^ ventozeJ 
my Lofdst to refer to a matter which your Loidshiij 
were good enough to say I might mention again aod^ 
ihat you would comder the application— namely, aflj 
'to the number of days a week that your Loisdsbips wlQ; 
«ii? It will be neceisaiy ia ihe oourte of our case t^ 
call witnesses from fwdcms localities, and it will hm 
almoet impoasiUe to btfve them heir« at. tha fam^ tiiaevi 
It would therefore, I think, be a great smving of tim^l 
if we could marshihl the evidenoe so as to 4eal withi 
difEerent districts on the same diQni. Under tfae^e eir*! 
cumstances I think it would be a saving of time if tha( 
Oommission only sat four days a week— Monday^* 
ToeBday, Thursday, and Friday, and we should tbts 
bare the iaterveniDg day. 

The Fkestdent. — We are desuroiis of i^eethtg year 
▼iews with r^aid to the atuaber of days a week ittiat 
•we should sit, but we thiok that whatever day» we dtt 
they should be oontlnuaus. 

The ATTQKRia^€bEKXBAL.-*--Thea it had better bai 
Hondiy, Tuesday, Wednesday, and TbuzBday— ^c Tue»« 
day, Wedn e sday, Thursday, and Friday. 

Sib 0. BussELL.— 'I rather think Tuesday, Wednesdai^ 
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The Attobkxt-Gxnxbal.— Well, we will leave tlie 
Mtter in your Lordships^ hands. 

The PKisiDKrT. — I mjaelf am disposed to sit so as 
to leare Sattuday and Monday free. 

The ArroBKET-GxErssAi*.— That coarse certainly has 
its adTaotsges. 

Sol 0. RusssLL.— Be it so, then, my Lords. There 
is another matter which I should like to mention. It 
wonldbe a great saving of time if the Attotney-Oeneral 
were to give ns reasonable notice of the order in 
which he p roposes to take the different classes of eri- 
denoe. 

The ATTOBirxT-GsirxRAL. — Bo far as I possibly can I 
will meet my learned friend's wish* but I cannot pro^ 
mise to d% so ezhaastiTcly, beeanse we shall not 
always be able to get all the witnesses we desire from 
the same district together. 

Sib C. BU88BLL.—- There is one other matter. We 
ihonld wish, as early as is conyenient to yonr Locd- 
flttiips, to know the resalt of the inspection of the doea- 
ments In the box and of the dosmnents alleged to be 
fofged, which it was agreed were to be examined fay 
year Lordships. 

• The ATTOBHST-OxNiRAL.-^There were also some 
docoments mentioned in the affldayit of Mr. Lewis. 

The Prbsix>ez7T. — I do not remember. 
. The ATT0BinET«6xKSRAi*.— I would ask your Lonl- 
eUps to look at these documents also. The affidarit 
states they haye been lodged for the use of the Com- 
mission only and nebody else. 

fin O. BU88XLL.— The matter stands tfans, my Lords, 
Ihe aAdayii states that th^y are docnrnents which 
Mr. Lewis thinks he ought to disclose. They were 
a batch of documents which came to anWnglish member 
el Parliament from America, and wiiich he thought 
might iiaye an Important beuing on some part of the 
^eose. We haye no objection, howeyer. that these 
should he seen by your XiocdshiBS* 
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XTr. 0AV1TT.— I have not yet ffot the pftrtieaUri 
iirhich wero promised to me, my Lorof . 

The Attorney-Gbnkral.'-T shall take eara that the 
particulars are delivered to Mr. Davttt to-morrow. 

The ArroRKBT-GBNKRAL, resuming his speech said, 
•— t referred yesterday to the outrages that followed 
the Cork speeches, and with reference to them and the 
eatrages in the rarioas counties of Kerry, Galw^y, 
Clare, and Mayo, which I have selected tor the pur- 
pose of illuttr^iting to your Lordships the character of 
the organization and the nature of its work, I desire 
to state to your Lordships what my allegation is with 
respect to those years. It is that the National 
League pursued identically the same methods and 
course of action and with the same objects as the Land 
League. Your Lordships will find again organizers 
sent down to organize or revive the flagging interests 
of the organiseation in various eonnties ; and these 
organizers Went about delivering the same kind of 
speeches, giving the same advice, and inviting those 
whom they addressed to take part in the same condoot* 
and your Lordships will find these speeches followed 
by outrages of the same description and scarcely fewer 
in number. I am glad to say that in some districts the 
outrages were slightly less in number, due in a great 
degree to the fact that there was an increase of the 
police force in those districts whdre the speeches were 
delivered. Your Lordships will also find that that 
organization of outrage pursued by the branches of the 
organization had been practically reduced to a 
system, and as soon as any person was found 
not to obey the orders of tlie National League 
he was either boycotted at once, dt notice 
was given to him that he would be boycotted. 
Reference also was made to what had happened to 
boycotted persons in other districts in previous times» 
with the result, as your Lordships can well understand, 
that there was ia i^ great maur instances immediate 



Obadienee to fhe eommaods of the I^ftgae and to the- 
orders whidi th^ Loagoa Coimcil gaye, which they 
iutendod to be enforeod fint by boyeottlzig and then, if 
neeesaarjt hy outnge. Daring this time, in 1885 and 
1886, llie LeagOB held eonrls, summoning people before 
tiiem and fining them for not obeying the edicts of fhe 
Iieagne,<ining tbemfor not obeying its edicts witii refer- 
mmot to payment of rent» and for other oirsamstances in 
conncizioB with their eondnot towards their neighboors. 
In many iastaneea fliere was oomplete sabmiasian, and 
ibe matt abject tenor prevailed among the people 
anmoned to these courts s in fact, it was scarcely 
possible for anybody who had not got very large 
ineans, and who was not endowed with a very 
oovrageons temperament, to resist what he would be 
•objected to hy the commands of the League. Very 
tema^able. instances will be proved of men being 
sommoned and of resolutions being passed at Leagae 
meetings and of men being boycotted and moonlighted 
In oonseqmnce— that is to say, their names havini^ 
Jbeen mentiimed as men who had offended, in the 
tame night or within a few hours or days moonliglit 
operations commenced against them. Of coarse, it 
floay be said that this was all entirely independent of 
fhm onganiiaiion, and that it was all the wtHsk of aomo 
easret society ; bat It will be for yoar Iioidships to 
judge, when the evidence is laid before you, whethei 
any saeh view as that is possible. I should also 

•MnlBon one ether matter in connexion with the action 
of the League at this time, and that is the way in 
which many of the pai)ers referred to in the partioalars 
were worked. Tour tiOrdships will find that in a good 
many of the counties the names of the* persons offend* 
ing were mentioned In papers wliich were under the 
jhninediat0 control of mhoj gentlemen whose names are 
Indaded in the particulars — as, for instance, the 
^erry Sentinel , which is, I believe, if not owned by, 
largely under the control of one of the Messrs. 
Harrington. Reports of all that was being dene in 
UMom iguta^Smajmhtn thelioacve waa holding 
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meetings were published in that papery and it waa 
undoabtcdly used as a means of enforcing the com* 
mands of tne League, and for deterring people either 
from disregarding the rules of the League or from 
being willing to fight the Council. The extent to which 
in many districts boycotting and intimidation of the 
extreme kind were carried can scarcely be exaggerated 
or stated in too strong terms. There was tne moat 
absolute and complete svstem. For instance, if any- 
body who might be owed two or three years* rent — I 
am not now speaking of large landowners, but of 
persons ouite in a small way — offered to receive ft 
very small portion of that rent, say a year, or a year 
and a-half 's rent, from his tenant who was perfectly 
willing to pay apart from the tjrranny of the League— 
if it was known that any such arrangement was about 
to be made, that man's name was published, frequently 
all his servants employed on his farm were threatened, 
and having no means, no power to resist, and no place 
to which tney could go for aid, in numbers of instances 
such people were absolutely ruined. In the case of 
dairy farming, there were especially many instances 
in. which the orders of the League not having been 
obeyed, the servants at work in connexion with the 
dairv were threatened and had 'to leave, and the 
cattle would die because their owners could not get 
people to undertake the work of looking after them. 
There is one other matter that I must mention to your 
Lordships, and that is tills, that a very large number 
of persons were undoubtedly willing to fulfil their 
obligations if they had been left alone, and from 
evidence that will be laid before your Lordships it 
will be found that iu a large number of instances 
persons would pay their rent secretly, would come by 
night and ask that they might be served with writs 
before they paid, asked even that pressure by distress 
might be put upon them, and in some cases that they 
might be served with notices of eviction. What was the 
meaning of such conduct as that ? It could only mean 
that there was a terrorism exercised over them all 
this time by some system of which they were in 
abject fear. I do not suppose that ultimately it will 
be seriously denied that, whoever it was at the back 
of the local branches of the National League, whether 
it was the Pamellito party or not, it was intended 
that this shoQld bo the Kind of process whereby thei; 
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power would be obtained over tbe occupiers of tho 
land, and persons who otherwise would have been 
willing to remain on the same relations to their land- 
lords as had existed before were, practically speaking, 
coerced into a resistance to every kind of legal pro- 
cess. There are other minor methods your Lordships 
will have to deal with, sa<ch as the interference with 
justice, the preventing of the giving of evidence and 
the intimidation of jurors, and matters of that kind. 
As to these I shall be able to give your Lordships 
many instances, though I do not by any means say that 
I propose to open anything more than a part of the 
cases, and only those cases which appear to require 
some special notice. Now, my .Lords, among other 
matters that were developed during this period was 
the ** Plan of Campaign. I stated yesterday that 
that was nothing more nor less than a system 
initiated by one Finton Lalor as far back as 1848. 
The Plan of Campaign has been declared to be illegal 
by every tribunal in Ireland which has expressed an 
opinion on the matter, and I think nobody with the 
most elementary knowledge of law could come to any 
but one conolusion. It appears to have been this 
process — assuming there were a number of tenants on 
an estate, a great many who could pay their rents and 
some who could not, the Flan of Campaign came in. 
It was an arrangement whereby they were all forced to 
agree that no more should be paid than a certain 
amount, and if that amount was not accepted nobody 
was to jpay anything, but that all the money they should 
be wilhng to pay should be handed over to a third 
person to be used, not for payment of rent, but for 
other purposes, for the supposed well-being of tho 
persons who had declined to pay, or of other persons 
who were carrying on the lana warfare. The Plan of 
Campaign had this incident in connexion with it, that, 
practically speaking, it reduced the amount that each 
tenant paid to the sum which the poorest or the most 
stubborn of them was able or willing to pay ; inasmuch 
as it was a principle of the Plan that nobody should 
go behind the bacK of any of the others and nay, they 
were all brought down to the level of what tne person 
who was the most impecunious or stubborn was wUling 
or able to contribute towards payment of his rent. And 
when the Plan was started your Lordships will find that 
over and over ajgaia persons were boycotted because 
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they wonid not join the Flan. Persons were named at 
those meetings beoanse it was supposed they had paid 
their rent behind the back of the general combination 
or organization of those who were united together iu 
the Flan of Campaign of the particular place, and I 
will show your Lordships that the leaders of this 
party, by which I mean such gentlemen as Mr. 
Dillon, Mr. William O'Brien, Mr. Deasy, Mr. Sheehy, 
M.F. (whose name is spelled in the same way as that 
of Father Sheehy, to whom I have frequently referred), 
and many other persons, to whose speecnes I shall 
haTe to refer, who are persons charged in these pro- 
ceedings, went about threatening those who would not 
join the Plan of Campaign and who would not agree 
to this imposed arrangement, whereby an agreed 
amount should be paid, and that, not to the landlord^ 
but to the trustee of the Plan of Campaign. 

Sir C. Bubsbll. — I am Tory loth to interfere it 
your Lordships desire to go into this matter, but to the 
DOst of my recollection there is no reference to the 
Flan of Campaign in ** Famellism and Crime,'* and 
certainly not, so far as I am aware, in the particulars 
that have been deljyered. Of course, if my learned 
friend desires, he may apply to amend his particulars. 

The' ATTOBNBY-GiSNiBRAii,— I beg your pardon. Sir 
Charles, it will not require any amendment of the 
particulars. 

Sib C. Russrix. — I am, of course, surprised, because 
this was the subject of discussion in Court. 

The Attorney-General.— I haye nothing whatever 
to do with any discussion ; I do not know to what my 
learned friend refers. If your Lordships will kindly 
look at paragraph 5 in the print of the particulars :— > 
** One of the immediate objects of the said conspiracy 
or organization was to promote an agrarian agitation 
against the payment of agricultural rents, thereby 
securing the oo-operation of the tenant-farmers of Ire- 
land, and at the same time the impoyerishment and 
ultimate expulsion from the country of the Irish land- 
lords, who were styled ' the English garrison.' " Then, 
** The organization was actively engaged in the 
following matters : — 1. The promotion of and incit- 
ing to the commission of crimes, outrages, boycott- 
ing, and intimidation. ... 4. Holding meetings 
and procuring to be made speeches, iucitin^ to the 
coniunisaiou of crimes, outrages* boycotting, and 



iatimiclfttloii. • • . • 6. AdTocating resifltaDce to 
law and the coiutitated authorities, and impeding 
the detection and punishment of crime. ... 8. 
It ia charged and alleged that the Members of 
Parliament mentioned in the schednle approved and 
by their acts and condnet led people to oelieve that 
tney approved of resistance to the law and the com- 
mission of crimes, outrages, and acts of boycotting and 
Intimidation when conmiitted in furtherance of the 
objects and resolutions of the said societies, and that 
persons who engaged in the commission of such crimes, 
outrages, and acto would receive the support and pro- 
tection of the said societies and of their orgajiizatiofi 
jmd influence. The acts and conduct specially 
deferred to are as toUows ' " 

Sib 0. RxTSSELL. — ^That is ** the acts and conduct 
which led people to believe.'' 

The ATTOBirEY-GENERAL. — No, the acts and conduct 
of the persons named in the particulars. My learned 
friend fell into the same error before. 

Sra C. RuBSiELL. — I beg the Attorney-General's 
pardon, I fell into no error before ; the acts and 
eonduct are acts and conduct which led people to 
believe. 

The Attobitky-Gknekal, continuing :— " 9. They 
attended meetings of the said societies and other 
meetings at various places, and made speeches, and 
caused and procured speedies to be made inciting to 
the commission of crimes, outrages, boycotting, and 
intimidation." I assert, my Lords, that in their 
speeches it will be found that they had incited to 
intimidate, boycott, and, if necessary, outrage persons 
who would not join the Flan of Campaign. Paragraph 
11. ** With knowledge that crimes, outrages,and acts of 
boycotting and intimidation had foUowed the delivery 
of speeches at the meetings, they expressed no bond 
fide disapproval or public condemnation ; but, on the 
contrary, continued to be leading and active members 
of the said societies, and to subscribe to their funds.'' 
I do not know, my Lords, whether my learned friend 
will say that does not apply to the Flan of Campaign. 

Sib C. RtrssBLL. — Might I point out, my Lords, that 
the particulars are only intended to be a specification 
'iof the charges contained in ** FameUism and Crime," 
and therefore, even if my learned friend shows that 
the pabtieulars refer to the Flan of Campaif^ that is 



taot enoQ^h-^he must ftlso show that it is refezred io Im 
*' Famellism and Crime." 

ThePBESiDENT.— According to the Attorney-General's: 
fit&tement, his contention is that this Plan of Gam^ 
paign was one of the means of intimidation^ and 
therefore it W011I4 be inclnded tinder that genera^ 
head. It is certain that, in the particulars, there is no 
mention of the Flan of Campaign by name« I think 
Sir C. Knssell is right — ^that you have to show that the 
Plan of Campaii^ is included in the charges an} 
allegations, and, if it is referred to specifically, of 
course we shall be glad to have oar attention called ta 
it. 

The Attorniet-Genxral.— I have not the slightest^ 
dlfficultv in doing so. I have sent for the actual paged 
in whicn the references are made. I did not know l^t 
any point of this kind was to have been raised, or I 
should have been jprepared for it. I will undertime to 
3how your Lordships the passages in whieh the Plan of 
Campaign is referred to m my speech in ^ O^onnell 
V. Walter." 

Snt O. RxTSSELL,— My recollection, and that of my 
learned friends, is that there is no reference whatever, 
Subjecb to that protest, I am quite wiUiAg my learned 
friend should go on. 

The Attobnbt-Gen^bal.— I will i^ow in the 
Blue-book the passages in my speech in whicb 
references to the Plan of Campaign form a 
part, and my own recollection is that it is re« 
xerred to in terms, although, of course* I cannot 

fretend to carry all those facts in my head* 
come now to the Cork outrages which followed the 
speeches whieh I have referred to, and I will give 
you first the particulars of the case of Mr* 
Begarty, who was referred to by name in 
several of the speeches delivered by Dr. Tannefr 
The fiffht between Mr. Hegarty and his oppo« 
nents began as far back as the year 1881. sir* 
Hegarty set the Land League at defiance. He had 
previously been singularly popular, and although all 
Kinds of attempts were made to intimidate him, and 
those who served under him, he succeeded practicalljp 
in beating the League. Many references la X880f 
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X881, and 1882 were made in the earlier proeeedings- 
of the Land League to Mr. Hegarty, and as far back 
as 1881 sums of money were Hent from the central 
organization in Dublin in order to support the 
families of persons who had been imiM'isoned or other* 
wise punished for breaches of the law against Mr. 
Hegarty. Proceedings were taken against persons 
who boycotted him, who endeavoured to injure him 
in his status and in his trade, and the offences having 
been proved against the accused parties, as much as 
£50 was sent by the Dublin branch of the League to 
help the families of these persons who had been con- 
victed according to law. From time to time a great 
many complaints were made that people did not join 
in the fight against Mr. Heg&rty as vigorously as 
they ought. In 1884 speeches delivered at Land 
League meetings — speeches which I have not yet 
read, but which will be put in evidence — called atten- 
tion to the fact that somehow or other persons did not 
feem to be so willing as they should be to take part in 
the plan or operations of the Land League in the par- 
ticular locality where Mr. Hegartv resided. On the 
13th of December, 1886, resolutions condemning 
Mr. Hegarty by name were passed by the local 
branch of the Land League. And two days after- 
wards there came the .speeches made by Dr. Tanner 
with reference to Mr. Hegarty's conduct. Mr. 
Hegarty was constantly followed about by members 
of the local Land League and attempts were made to 
intimidate him ; but, as I have said, he was bold 
enough to set these men at defiance, and he took care, 
as far as he possibly could, that those under him 
should not suffer. He supported the families of those who 
were intimidated or boycotted simply because they 
worked for him, and by this and other means he 
teemed to have beaten the National League. In con- 
sequence, it was apparently determined that some 
stronger action should be taken, and you will find that 
en several occasions personal violence was threatened 
aeainst the people who worked for Mr. Hegarty. In 
1881 a man in his employment had had his ears slit 
open. Later on threatening letters and notices were 
sent to persons simply and solely because they dealt 
with Mr. Hegarty. On the 6th of April, 1886, Mr. 
Begarty, upon whose life a previous attempt had 
been mode, was shot at by men from behind a 
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wall while he wan drivine home in a dog-cart with • 
servant named Thomas Norton. On the loth of ApriL 
1887, as he was driving from the railway station ab 
Millstreet shots were again fired at him ; the first 
missed, but the second struck him on the right shoulder 
and head. Sixtee» grains of shot entered Lis skin and 
be was wounded severely. This took place at a quarter 
to o'clock. Some policemen were not far off at the 
time, and they endeavoured to track and trace the 
men who had committed the outrafo, but they could 
not bo found, and no one was ever brought to justice 
for this affair. It will be proved before your Lordship* 
that there was an organized system of terrorism m 
Millstreet for four or five years, but that prior to the 
existence of the Land League it was a peaceful 
neighliourhood. As I have said, Mr Hegarty was a 
popular man, and in the period of four or five years, at 
the end of which he was 8hot,the only offence of which 
be was guilty was that he would not knuckle down 
under the attacks of the Land League, and that not- 
withstanding that they boycotted nis customers and 
intimidated his servants and shot at him, he con- 
tinued to contest and fight against this detestable 
tyranny. Perhaps when the evidence is given, Sir 
Charles Russell will be able to show in cross-examina- 
tion that it was not the local Land League that was 
responsible for this tyranny. On August 8, 1885, 
occurred the outrage against Timothy Hayes, at 
Clonakilty, who was fired at and wounded. Ho 
was caretaker of a farm which had been occupied by 
a man named Jeremiah McCarthy. He was shot io 
the legs. 1 should like here to draw attention to a 
rery remarkable fact in connexion with some of thesd 
outrages. In several of the speeches — perhaps I 
shoold say, in more than one of the speeches that will 
bo proved before yonr Lurdships, directions were 
given, or rather suggestions were made, that it was 
not necessary to shoot men dead and that they 
could be shot in the legs, and after that advice 
was ^iven numbers of these poor people were 
shot m the legs Of course tney not infreqaontly 
died from the effects of their injuries. But 
I think your Lonlships will come to tho conclusion, 
if tho evidence I shall lay before you is true, that 
there had been that degree of brntality in tho way in 
which the boycottioR was supported by subseqaeAl 



SOO PARKELLIS3I AlH) CHIMB. 

outrage) that oven the minvtice of the way in which 
crime Bhoold be carried out were instructed to men 
who might have gone in some blundering way, and 
ioBtead of wounding them have shot them dead on the 
spot. Certainly after these speeches there were many 
more outrages of shooting in the legs than had been 
known before. On September 27, 1885, John 
Callaghan's house was fired into at tSlounamuckla, near 
Kajiturk. He was a farmer who had been willing 
to defend himself. On September 27 a partv came to 
bis place and endeavourea to get into his Louse. Ifc 
was a party who apparently had gone round threatening 
people not to pay rent. Callaghan would not let them 
in, whereupon they fired gunshots through his windows. 
Xhey did not hit him ; but ultimately they threatened 
him that if he did not give up the arms with which he 
was defending himself they would^ do worse for him, 
and as a matter of fact he did give them one of his 
guns and they went away. On December 22 occurred tha 
outrage on Bichard WiIliams,nearWhitebay, county Cork, 
ft so-called ** land-grabber," the " leper," the ** loath- 
some creature," a person of the same character as 
those who had been so frequently denounced. He was 
in bed in his house when a person knocked at his door 
and asked for a light. He opened the door to see 
who it was, whereupon he was shot in the legs by 
some person outside, and was seriously ill from the 
shot. He was rigidly boycotted for some months after- 
wards, and, whether it was necessary or not, he was 
nnder police protection, and he had the greatest 
difficulty in getting food or anything of the kind, 
showing that these men were not satisfied with the 
ftct of wounding, but were determined as far as they 
tould tiiat this man should not continue to gain his 
living by occupying this piece of land. On January 13, 
3.686, occurred the muraer of John Began. That is 
very remarkable as showing how they have found it 
necessary to deal with poor people who, previously to 
this conspiracy, had not been subjected to these out- 
rages. Began had been a sub-tenant of a man named 
Smlivan, who was tenant of Mr. Beamish. Mr. 
Bullivan was evicted, but Began remained on, as sub- 
tenant. They first attacked Mr. Beamish. It may 
possibly be that they did it because there had been 
some dispute between Sullivan and Beamish ; but that 
coal4 not bAve affected tliis unfoxtonate sttb-tenant* 
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9:&ey proceeded to destroy Beamish's crops, whiob 
fhej barnt, then to slaughter his cattle — ^three of his 
beiiers. In November, 1882, they burnt his crops ; in 
Aagost, 1883— the outrage on Began was in 1886, bat 
I am stating the previous history that led np to th~0 
outrage on Kegan— in August, 1883, they broKe down 
his fruit trees ; in December, 1885, they killed tbr^ 
of his heifers ; in the same month they broke down 
£is fences. All that this man did was to remonstrate 
with the party when they came on, to break dowi^ 
Beamish's lenoes. . Tins poor unfortunate man, oit 

gecember 25, standing on the Und, part of which he 
td occupied for vears as sub-tenant of Sullivan's, 
remonstrated with them ; they threw stones at him at 
the time and fired shots at him, bat did not hit him. 
On December 29, at a quarter to 6, he was fired at at 
his own bouse, wounded, and died on Januair 13 from 
the effects of that shot. I think it will be proved 
that those who were engaged in that outrage wer^ 
undoubtedly members of the branch of the National 
licague in that neighbourhood. Be that as it mayy 
somehow or other there was such a system of tyranny 
that, as they could not successfully terrorize over or 
tyrannize over the master, they went to the poor 
unfortunate man who said, ** You ought to be ashamed 
of yourselves," or something of that kind, and they 
fired at him and he died from the effects of the out* 
rage. I submit that is one of the outrages of which 
the National League, as the Land League before it. 
has said, *' Very well, then ; if we cannot boycott and 
intimidate the landlord* then we will boycott and 
ultimately kill the poor people by whom the landlord^ 
were able to make their land to a certain extent pro* 
ductive," They were, by that means, showing tnaft 
the landlord garrison would ultimately be ropted out 
of the land. On Febniaiy 15 of the same ye^c 
occurred the outrage on Denis Brennan. He was '^ 
sheriff's officer ; he .was fired at with revolven in thqf 
course, noty I believe, of the execution of his duty^ buv 
simply in returning to his house. I am not surd 
whether on that occasion Brennan was injured — I think 
not ; but at any rate he was shot at by more than one 
revolver shot, and I believe I may have some 
evidence to put before your Lordships as to tho 
revolvers that were being used in very many of thes^ 
^nxtragej9. At .this time, in this &£ighboarhood« inth^ 



802 lABHXLUBS Aim CBIXS. 

county of Cork, there occnrred a laree nnmber oC 
oairages in connexion wilb a place whicli ultimately 
l>eeaffle notorioas^I mean Mitchelstown. Eridenco 
will be laid before your Lordahips as to these oatrages, 
which ocenrred In the month of September, InStL 
before the ^rlod of the riot. I shall brin^ forward 
nnmberleaa instances of boycotting and intimidation in 
the neighbonifaood of Mitchelstown, and endearours 
to preTcnt people from pursuing their ordinary vocations 
*— in many oases threatening them with death if 
they did not obey the orders of the League. 
On the 29th of November, 1886, an occurrence took 
place, of which the full details must be given yon. Wo 
shall show the part some of the leading men took to 
prevent the proper trial of prisoners, or the proper ex- 
ecution of the process of the law. There was to be at 
Cork a trial of 30 prisoners for firing at houses, moon- 
lighting, and being in the possession of dynamite. I 
have on a previous occasion told vour Lordships that I 
believed we should be able to satisry you that there were 
many persons who had been memoers of the Land 
liOague who did not approve the action which led to 
outrage. But on this occasion Mr. John O'Connor, a 
member of Parliament, one of the persons charged on 
the 29th of November when the assizes were just goins 
to conunence, went to Cork. There had been a good 
many jurors in Cork who had done their duty accord- 
ing to their oaths, aud there had been some instances 
—not very many, out at all events some instances — of 
convictions in Cork. Mr. John O'Connor evidently 
thought that it was necessary that the jurors of the 
town should know what view would be taken of their 
conduct if they dared to convict. The names of 
the persons who served upon juries in Cork were 
known, and Mr. John O'uonnor, marching with the 
prisoners from the railway station to the place of trial, 
Repeatedly stopped opposite the houses of some of those 
idrors, and threatened them, shouting " Down with 
the Cork jurors, down with the English law/' He forced 
himself in among the prisoners and called on them to 
** have courage this time, that they should have a fair 
trial this time.'* He also shouted, ** They can brine 
up any man thoy like to Cork and hang him,'' and 
'* The> hanged Glough and Barrett here, but by God 
they'll not hang you here this time if we can help it." 
{(oit« JDj Lords. Gou«h and Barrett were two men who 



yrete hftnged for tho murder of a man named Brown, 
io whom 1 have already referred, and who if allndea 
to in 80 mamr of the speeches I haye read to yooc 
Lordships. Mr. John O'Connor also cried oat, ** Groans 
fo^ the Cork jorors,*' and ** Cheers for the Kerry 
prisoners.*' On the 1st of December. 1886, two days 
afterwards, Mr. John O'Connor and Dr. Tanner were 
at the same place, and escorted Tim Horley from the 
railway to the Coort-hoose. Hurley had been out oa 
bail, and he was charged with the possession of dyn»* 
mite, and was to appear at the assises for trial. A 
short time before a meeting had been prevented — ^vezy 
properly so, if I may so suggest, at a time when these 
$ri*\* were goin^ on— and while he with other Nation- 
alists was escorting Tim Hurley from the railway sta- 
tion, he shouted out ** We were prevented the other 
evening by a paltry little fellow called Shannon from 
holding our meeting ; we hold it now in spite of them. 
Justice is polluted within the four walls of that build- 
ing — we must have justice. We demand that Hurley 
will have a fair trial, and we will see he gets it or 
know for what." Now, my Xjords, with regwl to two 
of the Cork jurors, Messrs. Cronin and M'Mahon, 
who were serving upon that occasion, immediately after 
this trial notices were extensively circulated in the 
county to boycott them, and the consequence 
was that they suffered pecuniary injury. It is 
exceedingly important that your Lordships should 
fttllv appreciate the result of suca action 
as this, in which sym]^thy was expressed for those who 
had suffered the punishment of the law, and in whioh 
persons who had done their duty were intimidated. 
tn the same way there was an organised attempt te 
intimidate the tenants on the Fonsonby estate, when 
extremely violent speeches were made by Mr. Lane, 
M.P. I am not going to stop to read Mr. Lane's 
speeches, but the actual date of the speeeh t> 
which I refer is the 7th of November, 1880. That 
speech was followed by a series of outrages of greater 
or less violence, in many eases the outrages bein|^ 
committed against persons who would not join the 
Plan of Campaign,- and would not agree to oecome 

Earties to that whidh was then supported by Mr. 
lane with reference to the Ponsonby estate. In 
the course of his speech Mr. Lane said that 
land-grabbers were to be boycotted, and were not to 



liealJlowlltO pocsetf laitd within C&er tdtratfttil^ 
"^ixat mmilar treatment was to be extended to other 
persons who were sofficiently hardy to pay their rents 
pehim^ the backs o£ the men who were nnwilling to 
pay. On the 14th of Febroary, 1887, there also 
Dccnzred an outrage on Thomas O'Keefe and 
Oomelins Greedy. On ihe 25ih of JannOT, 1887, there 
had .been a violent speech made by Dr. Tanner against 
persons who would not ioiji the National League. 
D'KeeCe and Oreedy declined to join the National 
Leagoe. They were then simply taking care of land 
KOr some landlord in the district, 1 f or^^et his naine 
Cor the moment, but it will be fojiushed to yoor 
Lordships by and ^. Ten or fifteen days after Dr. 
Xanner's speech, O'Keefe and Creedy ana a third man 
luuned Morphy—I do not know whether Morphy's 
luune had been pablicly m^itioned before, but cez* 
tainly those of O'Keefe and Creedy had been--T 
because they declined to have anything to do with the 
National JUeagae,were assailed. The house in which 
ihey lived was attacked, their arms were taken from 
them,and they were robbed of their monej. I shall be 
abl^.to call Creedy, and your Lordshii>s willleamfrom 
liim the reason why he declined to join the League. 
X ought .not perhaps to have mentioned Creedy's name 
before calling him, but the mischief is done now. 
On the 6th of Februaiy, 1887, occurred the 
firing into the dwelling house of Philip Cremin, of 
Bathnoole^ He had taken some land from which some 
persoiv. had been previously evicted, and therefore 
oe was a liyod-grabber, one of a class of men who ha4 
been denounced on the 23d of January previously by 
Dr. Tanner and Mr. O'Hea. On the 6th of Februaiji 
About 6 o'oloek in the evening, Cremin and his wife 
were sitting in their house when several bullets 
fired from either rifles or revolvers passed betweesi 
them» but they ttrovidentially escaped being struck 
by l^em. Immediately after Cremin was boycotted 
and was stoned om nis way to ohapel. The sola 
f^ffence that he had given was to endeavour to 
mtkke a living by occupying land from which another 
person had been eiictedy part of the illegal 
rule of the NationsJ League being that no penion 
should be allowed to occupy any evicted piece <« land^ 
On the 3d of February, 1887, there occurred aa 
Qutfeai^e Q)» two v^t daughters of a main named 



iCturpliy. I am' now abcmt to refer to paiiioQLui ^Htidi 
'Vere perfectly well known at the time^ the outrage 
-vjaa eommitted. On the 28d of January Dr. Tanner and 
Mr. O'Hea bad told the people that nobody ahonld 
aMnoeiate with the poliee. Tnese two yonng girli 
"wire supposed to have spoken to policemen. On the 
do of Febraaxy their hoose was entered, their hair 
WIS eat off, and tar was poured upon their heads. 
Q3is, my Lords, may of course be said to be only a 
Kskional League joke, but it shows what were the 
i^flbcts of speeches like those of Dr. Tanner and Mr« 
OHea, seeing that a few days after they were made 
somebody who was sopposed to have spoken to the 
police was ill-treated« On the 2d of April, 1887, 
occurred the firing into the dwelling ot Cornelius 
Segan, another man who had occupied land, and the 
«ole eause of com^aint against whom was that he had 
paid his rent against the wishes of the other tenants. 
Ab far back as February, 1886» he had been threatened 
that if he paid his rent it would be the worse for him. 
The notices which he receiyed will be put in. He 
was willing to make an agreement with his landlord 
lo pay his rent with SO per cent, abatement, but the 
•ther tenants on the same estate said that 30 per 
eent. abatement was not enough, and the^ wanted 
him to ^oin the National League and to dedine to pay 
rent with so small a reduction. His refusal to 
comply with their request was the sole reason why 
ibey attacked him and his wife in the night, 
and fired into the room in which he and his 
wife were with guns loaded with slogs, iron 
nails, and small pieces of iron. I do not propose to 
open before your liordships subsequent outrages ; it is 
not necessary for the purposes of my case that I 
should do so, because mj charge was made in March, 
1887. But it must not be supposed that by abstaining 
from indicating the evidence that I cannot, if neces- 
saiy, produce that evidence, and I shall, if itbeneee*- 
sary, show that this combined organization and con* 
•piracy to effect illegal purposes oy illegal means has 
eoatinued its jnractices from the early part of 1887 
down to the present time. If these gentlemen who 
made such speeches as 1 have referred to profess that 
they did not understand what the effect of those 
speeches and the consequences of their conduct would 
be, I shall show your Lordships that they oontinned to 
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mako those speeches long after ihej had had ver^ 
practical and sad experience of the result of thosa' 
speeches and that condnct. I do not think that it eta 
possibly be sagg^ested, in the face of the evidence I shitt 
lay before you, that there was merely what I nmy 
call an onfortonate coincidence between speeclies 
made by pers^ms who delivered them with other ob- 
jects than to brinff about certain actions, and ike 
oonseqaences which followed them and whicii appeaar 
to be the natural result of those speeches. I am not 
going to read the speeches which were made in otiiev 
counties ; bat in connexion with what I have said I 
shall put in a most violent speech made by Mr. Dillon* 
11. P., on the 7th of Novenober, 1886, at Keenagh, ta 
county Longford, of which I have a very full report. I 
am not going to read the speech now, but I will give my 
learned friend the reference to it. This speech shows 
that there was a principle being preached oy members 
of Parliament. In that speech Mr. Dillon allndes to 
what had been done in Kerrv and other placefumd asks 
the people of Longford and Westmeath to do the same, 

Mr. Keid. — Let me have a copy of the speech. 

The ATTOBNET-GSKEBiiL.— I havo not a j^article 6i 
objection to the whole of this speech going in as part 
of what I am going to prove. It is a speech of some 
eight or nine pages long. I will hand it to my 
learned friend^ and it may appear as though I had read 
the whole of it at the present time. 

Bib C. Russiell. — I think it had better be pat in in 
the ordinary course. 

The ATTOBNET-GEWERA.L.— I beg your pardon ; X 
have referred to it now, and I think it better it shonld 
go in at the present time. If my learned friend wishes 
me to read it now I will do so. I have hasded my 
learned friend a copy of the speech in the same way as 
I have done the other speeches, and I will treat it as 
bein^ a speech I have referred to as a specimen not 
dealing altogether with the county of Longford, but re* 
ferred to because I have just previously made the ob* 
servation that this was in practice preached as a 
system, that this was preached as something whick 
was to be practised by reference to what had beeH 
done in other counties and other places. 

Mr. BisiD. — I only asked for a copy of it — that is all. 

The Attobmey-Gsnekal.— I quite agree, I shall be 
glad to give yon a oopy. 
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6iB C. Bt7SSELL. — I do not find it is in the parti ca« 
krs. That is the reason we asked for a copy. 

\The Attobnst-Gsmbral.— A« a matter of fact, I 
)>fUeTe it is in the particulars ; but I will take care 
iC|e particulars are amended if it be not. (A communi- 
€a(iion was here made to the Attorney-General.) My 
XjQrdf, I find that my learned friend is right. It is not 
in the partiodars. I will see that the particulars 
JMTf amended so as to include the further speeches. 

The F&i8iDBMT.«^Take oare that is done, and the 
•bsner it ia done the less ground for complaint there 
will be. 

The Attobvbt-Gekeral.— Your Lordship is quite 
Hfht, and I will take oare that the parficulars are 
amended as soon as possible. 

6lB C. RasHELXi. — We are not making anv complaint 
ftt all. My learned friend Mr. Beid merely asked for 
a coi)y of the speech. 

The Attorkby-Gisnisbal.-- I will take eare that to« 
morrow the particulars are amended. 

The Pbxbidiwt.-- Not only with regard to this 
ppeech. 

The ATTOBKET-GBmsBAL.— No ; I mean with regard 
to other speeches, because we may have received, and 
I think we have received, several other speeches since 
the time those jMirticulars were delivered. Now, my 
Lords, I want to read a few speeches that were de- 
livered in the county Clare. 

Sib C. Russell.— All I was suggesting was that if 
my learned friend did not propose to read it now it had 
better not go in now, but m the ordinary course. 

The Attobnxt-Genebal.— Then I had better read it 

DOW. 

Sib O. Russell.—* I am sore I do not want it read. 

The Attobney-Genebal.-— My learned friend could 
not be unreasonable. 

Sib 0. Russell.-— I do not wish to be. 

The ATTOBinEY<-GENEBAL. — I will just read as many 
passages from this speech as I contend make good my 

r-oposition. I do not want to do more than that, and 
only hoped for once I might possibly save a little 
time. In the early part of this speech Mr. John Dillon 

said this 

Sib C. Russell.— Read it all. 

The ATT0B2iST-GxNXBix.--I yr'Hl read it all if you wish. 
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Tbe Frbu)XMT.— No, do not bo indaeed to read iiw 
Toa, 6ir Charles, do not wiah this to be made an 
ezoeption to the nde we ba^e already made ? The por« 
tion which is read will be indicated in some way or other* 

Snt O. RussxLL. — ^No, mr Lard ; on the enntraiy^ 
I wiah that the role should be followed. 'Bob Is a loaf 
speedi. and my learned friend p r o p ose s that the wtatl# 
ox it snonld l>e printed, although he only intends to 
read certain passages in it. To that I hare no obj69* 
iton. On the oontrary, I want it to be done. 

The Attomstmt^Qwxweal commeoeed to xsad eertaw 
paragraphs only of the speech, when 

Mr. SKID said,^May I ask my learned friend as he- 
is reading this, and as I am appearing for Hr. Dillon| 
whether he will read the passage where he ftoppea 
with reference to the Woodford matter. 

The ATTO&NEY-GBNKKiJL.-^After that observation, I 
think that it is better to read the whole of it. I am 
sorry to weaiy your Lordships, but I have no 
doubt that observations will be made upon me if I do 
not. Therefore I will read it. It is as follows : — 

" Men of Longford and Westmeath, could any one 
for ft moment doubt when looking at the thousands 
that are around this platform to-day that if you wero 
but organized amon^ yourselves, and acted together 
loyally, one man with his neighbour, under proper 
leadendiip, you need have no fear for Lord Annaly or 
Matthew Weld O'Connor in this part of the country* 
TGroans.) You know as well aa I know, that the omy 
thing to stand between you, the people of Longford 
and perfect freedom in your own homes, ay, and low 
rents on your own farms, is the difficulty to get yon to 
organize together and follow as one man f^e lines 
wmch we have laid down for yoo. If Lord Annaly or 
Colonel Sing-Harman believed for one moment 
fgroans) that you, tjie people of Lonc^ord, would 
loUow out the policy which we recommend to you and 
not betri^ each other and would take no terms one 
man that was not given to all, I say if they believod 
that to-morrow you could fix your •own rent. Th0 
reason why they show you no mercy here in Longford-^ 
the reason why Lord Annaly refuses a penn^ of* reduc- 
tion, while the Marquis of Lansdowne m Kerry is 
giving 20 per cent., ay, on the judicial rents — ^tho 
reason is, because in Kerry they know how to stwid up 
and defend their homes, and because ia Longfoid swi 
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hAve been too aaiet. (Cheers.) Believe me, if in tho 
South of Irelana the landlords are very gentle — ^not all 
o£ them, bat a great many of them, and those tiie 
biggest fish — and are giving good reductions on the judi- 
cial rents, while I am sorry to say that the landlordB 
here won't give a reduction on the old rents evenv 
(Cheers.) Well, now, who have you to blame for 
that ? Yourselves, and no one else. If you organize 
in this county ; if you did as the Kerry boys did— 
I don't mean to say by that I want you to become 
moonlighters. What I mean to say is this, that yoa 
must show the landlords, you must show the agents, 
YOU must show the bailiffs,^ and every single man who 
hangs round the rent office if he is against the tenani; 
you can make him suffer for it. (Cheers.) Look at 
the lesson that has been taught the people of Ireland, 
by the people of Woodford. Now, I say to you, how 
are you to make those men ^ who stand bv the Iand«' 
^ords, who assist in their evil work — I ask, how are 
you to make them suffer ? I don't mean to assert to 
commit any act of violence ; on the contrary, I have 
always warned the people of Ireland against that 
course. What I do say I know by experience — that 
where the people are organized , and are loyal to each 
other, they oan make those men suffer and tremble in: 
their shoes without raising a single finger against 
them." 

Yes ; but if these men have courage enough to stand 
their suffering,inflicted upon them by the organization, 
they will find that the fingers will be raised against 
them. Mr. Dillon goes on to say : — 

'* I have seen men the most bloody and overbearing 
hungry landlords>-I have seen them come to the com- 
mittee of the League branch begging for mercy, meii 
who, a short time before would have given very little 
mercy to any farmer in the country. So I say you must 
learn, if you want to have any justice here m Long- 
ford, you most learn to direct attention to bailiffs and 
agents. Now, I want to say a few words about the lesson 
that has been taught to Ireland by the little parish of 
Woodford, in the south of Galway. (Cheers.) Now, 
the people of Woodford had a man to deal with, as 
tougn a customer as any landlord in Ireland ; in the 
first place a rich man — very rich ; and in the second 
place he lives away in London^ no one knows where* 
Now. the people la Woodford— there are 320 tenants 
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in tlukt pftrish, bat it is only portion of the estate, antf 
last November , only one year ago, these people asked 
for a reduction of rent, 25 per cent. Well, Lord Ciaa- 
ricarde did not take the trouble of answering their 
letter ; he never noticed it, although a bishops name 
was signed at foot. The people, 820 tenants in 
Woodford, came to the result that they would notpay 
one shilling until a redaction was given them, llbat 
struggle commenced a year ago, and I wanted to lay 
t>efore you the net result of that year in Woodford. 
The Government have expended thousands of ix>andB 
in an expedition to that countiv ; Lord Clanricarde 
must have lost at the very least £3,000. What did he 
succeed in doing for all this outlay on the people of 
Woodford ? He has only got six men out of their 
houses. He has got six men evicted. It took him a 
good long time — a whole year — to get these six men 
out of their houses ; and recollect that the 320 tenants 
have not paid one shilling yet, nor will they pay % 
shilling. (Cheers.)'' 

Your Lordships will be able to judge how far that 
passage will assist mj learned friend. 

The Feuesidsnt. — ^I must again say tiiis, Ifr. 

Attorney-General, yon have done all you have 

in complianoe with Ifr. Beid's request, bat yoa 

must act upon your own judgment now. You must 
not read the whole of the sx>eech if you do not 
think it to be material to your case. It will all be 
printed, and we shall have an opportunity of seeing the 
eootext. 

The Attornet-Gshebal. — I have handed a copy of 
the whole speech to my learned friend. Now I will 
read the part of the speech which I was about to read 
before. Mr. DiUon goes on to say : — 

** He picked out-HDf course landlords always do. He 
picks out four men to pay their rent. A great many 
of these Woodford tenants are too ix>or to pay, as 
many of you are. He picked out those he knew to be 
of good reputation in the parish of Woodford, and he 
went into the place with 800 men at his back. Well, 
now, although no blow was struck, it took those 800 
men ten davs to set those four men out of their 
homes, and this has been the result. That took place 
two months ago, and liord Clanricarde has done 
nothing more since. • • • The people of Wood- 



ford hare set an example that they have a right to be 
proud of, and all Ireland should be thankful to them. 
When the four men were selected to bo evicted they 
defied him ; and although they are out of their homes 
to*day they are none the worse of that. They have 
comfortable houses provided for them, and they are 
supported by the public funds of the country, and they 
will be supported as long as there is an organization in 
Ireland on oehalf of the tenants. They were the first 
to fall in the struggle, which will benefit the popula- 
tion of Woodford and keep back the evictors from the 
door of the poor man. They fell in the struggle which 
has done good to the tenants' cause all over Ireland 
and in America. Now, what I say is this, that if we 
had 30 or 40 or 200 Woodfoids in Ireland, where would 
the landlords be ? If it took so many thousand pounds 
to evict those four tenants of Lord Clanricarde s. If 
all Ireland was organized as Woodford the Irish 
tenants' case was settled. Tbere would be no rack- 
rent or oppression in this country. The only difficulty 
we have to contend with is the difficulty of setting 
the people to organize amongst themselves. This is 
the case, I find— I am sorry to find — in many 
districts in Ireland. While they like very much to 
read descriptions of fights in other countries, while 
they are very glad to ^et all the benefits they can by 
the fight, they don't like to fight the battle them- 
selves. I say that the secret of succesi is tliis, to hav9 
every parish in Ireland stand out at the same time, 
and the Government would not attenipt to carry out a 
war of extermination against all. The difficulty is 
that when a parish like Woodford makes a gallant 
stand it is almost alone. Now, I said a few moments 
ago that the men evicted in Woodford are none the 
worse for being evicted, and I say it again, they are 
none the worse of it, because in point of money they 
are rioher men to-day than ever they were in their 
lives, and know perfectly well that before this war is 
done they will be back in their farms at a lower rent: 
Ko man, of course, dare take the farms, and no man 
ever will, as long as tiiey are out of their farms." 
What does that expression mean I should like to 
know? ** No man, of course, dare take their farms.*' 
The speaker goes on to say : — 

*' Clanricarde instead of getting his rent, he 
has two or three Emerisency men in each farm 
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irith five polieemen to gnaid the tfinie Httas^ 

freney men. (Groans.) So it must cost him at 
east £4 a week to guard each farm. How long do 
yon think he is going on with Ihat game ? And if he 
goes to evict ten or 15 more, likely he will have 
to pay £40 or £50 to protect these farms ; and all I 
can say is, that as long as he likes to go on with that 
game, I am quite ready too. ^Cheers.) Meanwhile the 
rest of the people of that parish have stood like men, 
and not one shilling will he get from the people of 
Woodford until he reinstates these tenants and gives 
the rest good terms." 

Hy Lords, this is a Court of law, and I ask your Lord* 
ships to judge whether that is an instigation to legal 
or to illegal conduct. Bfr. Dillon goes on to say : — 

"Now, I wan^t to say this, that the people in 
America — ^the Irish m America — are assembling in great 
meetings now, and collecting money for evicted 
tenants. Now, we expect to get verv large sums, and 
this I want to saj to the people of Ireland, that we 
shall take care in Dublin that Che money goes to 
tenants in those parishes who are fighting like men for 
their rights (cheers), and not a shilling of American 
money snail we send to any district which wiU lie 
down and allow themselves to be trampled upon, and 
every penny of it shall be sent to districts where we see 
the people standing up like men for their rights — and 
remember that the right thing to do is help those who 
have the courage to hdp themselves. (Cheers.)" 

Is that instigating to legal conduct and to obedience to the 
law ? Is it not the clearest and the plainest invitation to 
those men to break th^ law, to decline to pay the rent 
which they can pay, and to assure them that if they 
decline to pay it they will be supported by American 
money P The sx)eaker goes on to say : — 

" I have a word to say on this question o{ rents 
here. Yon know perfectly well that the men who went 
in recently on the estates of Lord Annaly and Klng- 
Harman to the Courts got - very different reductions 
from those who went in two or three years ago. I 
don't know whether any of you recollect that when 
the Land Act was first passed we advised you not to be 
in a hurrv going into the Land Courts, and I am sorry 
that the Irish tenants who went into the Land Courts 
against the advice of Mr. Pamell and the League 
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would give a great deal they had not gone in at all. 
Now, the men who were slow to go into the Courts ars 
the men who are getting justice, and, in my opinion,, 
the Land Courts never did begin to give justice until 
last year. What do we see at the last Land Sessions ?, 
Why we see Lord Annaly's rents and King-Harman's| 
rents were cut down in many cases 60 per cent., and' 
in many other cases 40, and in some of Lord Annaly's 
as much as 60 per cent. Now, in the face of this, can, 
these men have the audacity to say they won*t give 
reductions to the men who are broken down with rack- 
rents and obliged to go into the Courts, or who went 
into the Land Courts too soon and got no decent reduc-* 
tion ? All I can say is this, that if the people here 
submit to such treatment as that, they deserve very 
little sympathy from the rest of Ireland. Now, I want 
to direct your attention for a few moments to what 
took place in^ the Court-house, Ballinasloe, about a 
fortnight ago, in reference to the question of Griffith's 
valuation as a test relating to rent. Mr. Eane, who 
was President of that Commission, said — ^he was giving; 
judgment on some cases which had been heard at 
Strokestown. He said : — * In reference to these cases, 
and a good many others, I think they ought to be enough 
to remove from the minds of the people the idea 
that Gk)vemment valuation was a good guide to the 
value of the land, and to show that the valuation was 
in some cases utterly and disproportionately high,' 
Then he went on to give ^ judgments, and I ask 
you to listen to some of the judgments he gave. The 
first is Michael Harlow, valuation £6 14s., judicial 
rent £3 ; Fat Harlow, valuation £13 12s., judicial rent 
£8 5s. ; you see these are nearly 40 per cent, below 
Griffith's. The valuation in the next is £10 lis., 

J'udicial rent £6 ; valuation £20, judicial rent £14, 
Tow, I say that those of you who are making 
rip spur minds to pay a fair rent should care- 
fully consider these decisions of the Land' 
Court. I long ago made up my mind from 
observation of a certain class of land in Mayo and Ros- 
common which I knew something of, Qriffith*s valua- 
tion in many cases is nearly double the valuation of 
the land. Now, in mv opinion, on poor, light land and 
land that used to be tilled, Griffith's valuation is 
above double the value, and the Land Commissioners 
ure only discovem^ that now. If you. jiad taken otir 
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advioe three or four rears ago and held away from the 
Land Conrts ; if you bad not oeen bo anxioiu to get in, 
they would have done justice then instead of now. 
The^, therefore, saw this, when they saw you all so 
anxious and in such a hurty to get in — itwss like the 
old story—' Come into my parloor, said the spider to 
the fly.' If you had not ^one in such a hurry thoy 
would hare begun to give big reduet ions, but when yon 
went in a hurry and a rush * We have ^ou here now and 
we will give you very little.* Now while the men who 
have not gone in yet are the lucky men, they did not 
go in too soon. But what was it, and why, i want to 
ask you, why is it that this year the Land Commis- 
sioners are giving so much better terms ? The one 
reason, I am certain, because the Isnd agitation is 
rising again, and the moment agitation rises again in 
the countrv, the country begins to organise, and that, 
moment the farmers get better terms from the land- 
lords. (Cheers.) Now, see what is going on in the 
county Kerry. Kerry, up till recently was th? worst 
treated county in all Ireland. The rents were higher, and 
there were more evictions by far than in any other 
county in Ireland. The Kerry people did not lie down. 
The Kerry people showed some fight. The Kerry 
people showed that if farms were evicted no man woolly 
step into his neighbour's shoes, and to-day in ths) 
countv Kerry there are 300 or 400 farms on which noj 
man dare lay his foot." ^ 

l^ow, I womd call the attention of your Lordships to; 
these words. What is the meaning of this reference to 
the alleged fact that *' in Kerry there are 300 or 400 
farms on which no man dare lay his foot ?*' It may bo 
said that 1 am guili^r of repetition, but I wish to im-i 
press ou your Lordships the result of this orffanisation— ^ 
that i>eople dared not take land even unaer a lawful 
hargain, and here is Mr. Dillon boasting that in con^ 
sequence of moonlighting, of firing into housess, ol 
murders and woundifigs, there were 400 farms in^crryi 
on whioh no man dare lay his foot. This speech wa^ 
a direct invitation to the people to imitate this ooih 
duct. Mr. Dillon proceeds : — 

'' What is the result of that ? The result is that 
they sent down a general o£Bcer named BuUer to put 
down moonlighting and coerce the Kerry tenants. ]3ut 
wait till I tell you what happened. Geoeral Bullcr 
had not been two months in Ktnj before he beieaa t^ 
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coerce the Kerry landlords, not the tenants. And at 
the present moment in Kerry it ii the Kerry landlords 
who are down on General Buller, and not the tenants. 
The other day when Lord Kenmare assembled a largo 
force of police for the purpose of carrying out the&0 
evictions we have heard so much about, General 
BuUer onlered the police to go home and sent a cir* 
cular to liOtd Kenmare ; he would not allow any police 
to evictions until he had first found whether the 
eviction was cruel or not. (Loud cheers.) Well, that is 
exactly what we asked the Government to do two 
years ago, and what we asked them to do last year 
and last spring, and they said they would do nothing 
of the sort ; and do you believe they would do it now 
if the Kerry people had submitted peaceably to be 
driven out of their homes ? As long as the Irish 
people submitted in peace to be persecuted and exter- 
minated so long lo one had a word of mercy for 
them, but when they arose as in Kerry and struck 
back blow for blow against their oppressors, then the 
Government began to think there must be some justice 
in the people's claim. The lesson I have to teach you 
is this, if you want to save yourselves from cruel ex- 
terminating ruin and extermination, if you want to 
prevent men — every man of you according as you get 
too poor to pay — from being driven from your nomcs, 
and with nobody to sympathize with you, you must 
begin in time, you must organize now, you must stand 
shoulder to shoulder — those who can pay side by side 
with those who cannot pay ; you mmjk show the land-* 
lords and the Government that if they are going to ex- 
tremes to harass the tenantry of Longford, you will 
want a general oificer down here as in Kerry." 
Then, after a reference to persons who had assisted in 
previous agitation, occurs this passage : — 

** We call upon you to adopt this policy in order to 
destroy that system which has been the curse of 
Ireland, and which has ruined the homes of her people 
and driven thousands out uf this country. Wo call upon 
you to adoDt this policy, and tt) destroy that gang of 
men called landlords (cheers and groans), who never 
in the past history of Ireland have shown the smallest 
sympathy for her people, or the smallest interest in 
her welfare, and who in every demand that has been 
made in the past to set free our country and assert 
her national&tya these landlords have always stooci 
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ma foremost, and craellest, aod bloodiest to pot down 
the national ranks. Believe me when I tell yea until 
Tou have done this, and taken out of the hearts of the 
Irish farmer that fear, which is too much, of the 
agent and the landlord,you never will see in Ireland a 
free people and you never will see this country able 
to make its own laws. On the other hand, if you, bv 
ioUowin^ the policy we recommend to you, crush 

landlordism ana its agents *' 

I notice that when yesterdav I, bv accident, used the 
wwds *' exterminate landlords " in a speech of Mr. 
Davitt's instead of *' exterminate landlordism " I 
was corrected ; but to *' extS^ninate landlordism *' 
means exterminating the landlords who are in the posi- 
tion of persons to^nliomthe '*ism *' can be applietd. I 
submit it is true that at this time there was a 
determined and organized attempt to break down the 
ordinary relations of landlord and tenant, upon which 
the position of landlord and tenant rested and was 
estaolished. Mr. Dillon proceeds : — 

** If you do that, you will have for yourselves not 
only hap^ and free homes, but for your country free* 
dom ana independence. Because that power which has 
sat between you — in the path of Ireland in the past, 
that power which has more than anything else under 
the sun denied Ireland the liberty and right to govern 
her own country, that power which has pourea upon 
pur country poverly, disturbance, destruction, and 
misery— has been, I say, more than an^hing else under 
the sun, the power of Irish rack-renting and evicting 
landlordism. (Cheers.) And if you wul only make 
up your minds to organize, and follow the example set 
to yon by Kerry and by Woodford, you will enable us 
to crush that power, and to i>ut an end for ever in 
Ireland to tyranny, extermination, and rack-rent. I 
have only to say, in conclusion, that I advise every one 
here who is listening to me to-day to take up and 
read the * Plan of Campaign ' which was published 
in United Jrelandf to keep that in his house, and when- 
ever any estate is gomg to organize, and demand 
terms from the landlords, that they follow as nearly 
as they can the policy which is there laid down, and 
which we have carefully thought out for the guidance 
of the people of this country. ' If they will do that, as 
I have no doubt, they will succeed. But, in con* 
closiopi I.ajgj^eal t9 yQ^ all in this struggle^ in order, 
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fb»t this policy may have an effect, let every indi« 
Tidual man in every pufsh enrol himself in the ranks 
of the League, attend the meetingty and elect officers 
in whom you have every confidence as honest men, and 
when you have elected the men in whom you have 
confidence, then follow these men on to victory." 
I come now to the speeches delivered in the county 
Clare in 1885, 1886, and 1887. I have a great numher, 
but I will only read a few. 

The PRSSIDBNT.— Doyou not think that the speeches 
which you have already read have given us a suificient 
indication of your Ime of aignment ? But I do not 
wish in any way to check you. 

Sib G. Bitssxll.— I shall be quite satisfied if my 
friend hands me copies of the speeches on which he relies. 

The Attorket-Gekxbal. — I am very much oblised 
to your Lordship for this intimation. But I thinic I 
must trouble your Lordships with one or two more 
speeches. 

The Fresidknt.— Having said what I have, I leave 
the matter entirely to you. 

The ATTOSincY-OEKE&AL.— Thank you, my Lord. Your 
tjordships will notice that I have made a selection of 
counties. I might liave travelled all over Ireland, but 
I have not done so. I have, however, after consultation 
with mv learned friends Sir H. James and Mr. Murphy, 
thought it necessary in the exercise of my responsibility 
to call attention to manv speeches, because they are by 
different speakers, ana they show, as I allege, the 
nature of the organization. But I will be as brief as 
I can, I quite understand your Lordship's suggesfciont 
and I shall, as far as I can consistently with my duty, 
shorten the quotations I have to make. At Kilkishin, 
county Clare, on the 1st of March, 1885, Mr. P. J« 
M'Namara, wno was a National League organi2ser in 
more than one counly, made a most violent speech, in 
the course of which he said, '* Propagate the seea of 
the National Land League — what the men on the Man- 
chester scaffold died for. If you want to achieve what 




*' Three years ago, when the Crimes Act began, it 
found the country staggering after a fearful series of 
blows, and with nothing but an infant organization 
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{ion? Ko ; on the contrarj, tho throe jreimi thftft 
faavo passed of merciless and bloody eoereion have 
onl^ braced up the strength and courage of the Irish 
nation and cemented them together, perhaps, in an 
organization the most methodical, deeply rooted, and 
most formidable that ever threatenea Cinglish rale in 
Ireland. If they passed the Crimes Act for the purpoae 
of putting down boycotting and popularizing land-grab* 
bers, I don*t think they have succeeded in either of 
these objects. I am sorry to think, by one of your 
resolutions, that the land-grabber is a species of reptile 
not yet quite extinct, but wherever I find a land-grab- 
ber still poisoning the air I generally find it u the 
fault of the people rather than tno law, because I defy 
all the Crimes Acts that were ever passed to xvevent 
the people from making a land-graober — a man who 
steals hiK neighbour's farm and cuts his neighbour's 
throat — to make him feel that he it an outcast and an 
objeot of scorn and contempt and loathing in the sight 
of nis neighbours. They may prevent you calling it boy- 
cotting, but boycotting by any other name is just as 
effectual a process. In fact, it sometimes occurred to 
me that, next to Mr. Harrington, Earl Spencer is th^ 
best organizer the League ever had. He nas improved 
our organization, for by his proclamation he drove the 
people from big meetings, where little practical work 
was done, to private meetings, whero there was less 
talk and more work. Nothing can prevent you con- 
tinuing the glorious work begim by Michael Davitt at 
Irishtown and exterminating landlordism root and 
branch, and all its seed, breed, and generation. It 
has pleased God that our lot has been cast in days 
when we can enjoy the religious equalitv, education, 
political power, and social emancipation that our fore- 
fathers sighed for and spilled their blood for in numy a 
hopelesp age, and we would be unworthy of our ances- 
tors, we would deserve the scorn and indignation of 
those that would come after us, if, in this day of 
dawning hope and power for the Irish, we ever falter 
or flinch until we nave banished the twin demons of 
landlordism and of English rule for ever from oar 
shores (cheers), and until we have planted on the 
highest pinnacle of Qublin Castle the flag of a re- 
deemed and regenerated Irish nation.'* 
What right have these members of Parliament, these 
eloquent and powerful Iridi speakerSj to go aboot 
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AdTifliog the people to treat those who take evicted 
farms as lepers and outcasts ? What right have they to 
denoimce him as a '* land-grabber/' and to urge that 
he should be treated as a reptile ? What sin has he 
committed ? Who is there who will stand np and sav 
that suoh a man ought to be loathed and intimidated 
And treated as a leper, and even shot ? I hope, at any 
rate, I am not going too far when I say that that is a 
.view that will not commend itself to any judicial 
tribunal in any part of the United Kingdom. I shall 
now call your iiordships' attention to a series of 
speeches made at Ennis on the 20th of November, 1886, 
bv Sir. Ooz, Mr. Kenxiv, and Mr. Redmond. Mr. J. B. 
Cox, M.P., said :-r-** If there was anjrthing needed to 
keep up the patriotic spirit, is it not enough for us to 
rememoer the cause in which O'Connell failed, in 
which Lord Edward and Emmet and Wolfe Tone 
failed, and the men of '48 and '67, and that it is given 
to uii to accomplish ? " Mr. Kenny, M.P., said : — 

** You know what these men are, and you most 
know also how to fight against them. You know that 
they are all of the same kidney as Marcus Keane and 
Dick Stackpool, and, if they could, would not only 

guench the fire of everr tenant farmer in the county 
flare, but would puU down the houses around thja 
Kationalists of Ennis. Kow, men of Ennis, I heard 
eomebody in the crowd asking me about Maurice 
O'Halloran. Well, perhaps Mr. Cox does not know 
Hr. Maurice as well as I do. I promise you I know 
him, and I will think of him ; I snow it was he who 
set the bloodhounds on the track of the innocent boys 
that are now in }>enal servitude for life for doing nothing. 
I know it was he that sent the Delahuntys to a living 
tomb, and I promise for that, though Maurice has four 
' V's ' on his arm, I will strip them off his arm yet. 
Z promise you that the blackguards and Shoneens will 
not always have the government of this country in 
their hands, and then what we say will be the law of 
.the land, and we will take this svstem of fyranny and 
oppression out of the hands of the blackguards who are 
now doing the bidding of the English Government in 
this country. You do not know the day, nor the hour, 
nor the moment the landlords or their agents may set 
themselves to depopulate the country around here. You 
do not know the day you may be called upon to act 
Uke the men of Woodford. If you ioin the iUeague you 
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win tbow the world that yoa are at good tnen aa tM 
people of Woodford, and when the people of thia 
oo tmtf y may be attacked, as attadtea they will, voa 
imut uiow wat yoa are as well able to resist baUii^ 
mod agent as the people of Woodfoid were. Yoa know 
how we bailifEs and agents weie oared in Woodford^ 
and it is a good example if tfa^ try to tramide 70a iit 
Clare." \ 

I woald ask ypor Lordships to notiee the ooneladiacf 
sentence of this speech. But a few months before alj 
Woodford a bailiff named Finlay had been '* cored '"! 
by being shot, and it is imposrible to suppose am 
other intezpretation of this reference to the eoringo^ 
.bailiffs at Woodford than that it was intended to aJ-t 
TLse the people to act in the way that had led to th» 
death of Finlay. Mr. J. B. Bedmond, MJP., was iQ»« 
trodaeed to the meeting as the author of ** The l^tttb 
aboat '98." He said that— 

** The Home Bole moTement had been poshed into 
its present position by the land morement for the 
VBMi five or six years, and that to-day, when th^ 
trinmph of the Home Bole movement had beest 
postponed for a while, it was their manifest daty^ 
and their wisest polii^ to fall back a^in npon ttidi 
weapon of the l«^d question. The Home Bole BiU: 
of Ur. Gladstone offered a settlement, not only of the 
Home Bole qoestion, bat of (the land question, and' 
the people of Ireland, with that excessiTe jnstioe 
which has always characterized them in the past, werei 
willing, in order to bring about a settlement! to agree 
to extravagant terms of ■ generosity to the landlords. 
The landlords deliberately refused that chance, and 
to-day the responsibility be npon their heads if 
we are forced oefore the Home Bole question is 
settled so to drive them on the question of the land^ 
that they in the end will be driven a beggared aaq 
God-forsaken and bankrupt race." 
On the 21st of November, the next dav, furth^ 
speeches were delivered by Mr. Kenny and Mr. Bed« 
mond at TullS; in the same conntv, showii^ that theiA^ 
men were gou^g the round of the eountv and ** org»« 
nizing it." Mr. Kenny, M.F., denounced Head Con^ 
stable O'Halloran as '* a miserable and putrid corn* 
panion " of General Boiler's, and advised the tenants 
(On the estates of Ck)lonel and Oaptain O'Oallaghan to 
AdojDt the Flan of Oftpspaign. Mr. J. B. Bednumd; 



V.P.t called upon the people in the presence of the 
Government reporter to litt up their hands and prot 
mise and declare that the Plan of Campaign will h« 
Itdopted on eveiT- estate in tiie co\inty of Clare. 

" Thej will find among every large hody of mem 
acme sneaking and treacherons cowards sneaking 
hehind the hat^s of their fellows, sneaking in ana 
j^ecretly paying the rent, and in this way selfishly saving 
themselyes and exposing their brothers to the hoEror| 
of eviction. This mast oe guarded against if the, land<^ 
lord is to be beaten, and the tenants are to win.'^ 
I would now call attention to the speeches deGvered 
on the 23d of January, 1887» by Mr. », J. Meany anq 
llr. Cox, M.P. Mr. Meany said : — 

<* Every one knows, who knows mr record, that if | 
had my will I would have another Plan of Campaign^ 
However, we must not imperil the great cause, w^ 
must not endanger the triumph of what they call a ooih 
stitutiDnal success, by the teaching of any unconstita<« 
tional doctrine. This I must say in defence of my owA 
career, that I have made a vow which can know na 
release but in its fulfilment, and in my calm iudgmenf 
and deliberate opinion I ffive my full ana entir^i 
adhesion to the dootrine of the Isisk Parliamentazvi 
party as an educationaljprocess and experiment towara| 
a final end. (Cheers.) However, my friends, as a repre^ 
tentative of tne American Press, I shall have pride an4 
pleasure in giving to the Am^can people the assurance 
of your earnestness and support,as i give you a thorough 
jwssurance that in heart and soul, in sentipient. anq 
sympathy, your brothers across the Atlantic are with 
v^on ana with PamelL with justice to Ireland* f ull| 
cree, and complete. ^Cheers,) Ireland shall be freqi 
from the centre to tne sea, with a free green flag; 
0ying over a free green land, and Qod save Ireland froni 
tDB treacherv of her own sons as well as from th^ 
tyranny of the British Government. I tell jyoa her^ 
kq-day, my friends, openly and boldly, to tram, diilli 
^kzid arm. (' Bravo.') Don't say bravo tfll you knoif 
what I mean. Train yoorself m the exercise of ptu* 
dence, drill yoorself in the quality of self-restraint, and 
arm yourselves with a firm resolve not to be temipteq 
into crime* no matter what the piovo«ation-'-t]Mtt U| 
tihe training, drilling* and ai^ming l mean«" « 

Mr. Cox, M.P., moved this resolution :-» 

** That we renew oox con^isaxAtion of the lao^ 
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|^»bber, emergen^-mui, «ad their aiders, abettors, and 
attpporterSt'* and s&id, ** No man should be found in 
Ihe country so vile or base as to take possession of a 
farm from which a tenant was evicted for non-pajment 
of impossible rent. If any man had the audaci^ or 
the temerity to take that farm, with a heart had and 
black enough to take possession of that farm, the strength 
^d manhood of the country would come to the assistance 
of the wicked and make it so hot, or rather so cold, for 
Ihe wretched land-grabber that he would be very glad to 
be banished out of that place. Well, you have some 
evicted farms on the estate ^ of Stackpoole Mahon 
pere. I am very glad hearing you express your 
opinions by these hearty groans, and I hone that 
tnere is honesty and sincerity and manhooa behind 
these groans, and that you will pot your preachings by 
groans into practice, and that you will allow no man 
Co take possession of those farms. This is one of the 
great tactics of warfare, that you are not to quit 
either of the outposts conquered, but fight them all 
along the line. Whenever a landlord evicts a tenant 
for non-payment of an impossible rent we have an 
outpost conquered as long as the farm remains idle and 
Tacant, but if we allow the land-grabber to take 

Cissession of tliat farm, then it is a fort or outpost 
ken from us. You must see that there is manhood 
and streo|rth enough in this part of the countrr that no 
contemptible creature in the shape of a land-jabber 
will tase possession of it. If there is a shopkeeper 
or tradesman in this countiy who will supply' 
emergency men in possession of an evicted farm that 
man Is not one wnit worse or less contemptible than 
ihe emergency man or landlord himself. You must 
fight this battle all along the. line ; wheroTer you see 
a weak point in the enemy's ranks, charge there," 
8uch is the speech of Mr. Cox, a member of the 
Rational League and one of Hr. Pameirs Parlia- 
mentary followers, and this is in January, 1887. Your 
liordships will not fail to notice that Mr. Cox, Mr. 
Redmond, and Mr. Kenny, and this American, Meany. 
are all there together taking part in " organizing '' 
the county, or whatever other word is the proper name 
oy which to deeeribe what they were doing. There 
Are in the county Clare manv outrages, but I will pick 
out two which have a direct bearing on the suggestions 
Ujtade in that speech of Mr. Cox. One of these oc^surred 
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in Ap^l, 1885« This case coven a considerable period 
ti time,^ and is a good illustration of the way in 
which this system was worked. 

The PBEsiDXirr.—! thought tou said you were givhig 
an illustration of the effect of Mr. Cox's speeches. Is 
not this before the speeches of Mr. Cox which you have 
read? 

The ATTOBKXT-GsifncRJLL.— Yes, that is so ; but at 
any rate it is an instance of the practices which Mr* 
doz advocated. I admit it is before flir. Cox delivered 
his ^>eech. A man named Perry was agent to a Mr. 
Brown, who had let a house in the village of Tulla 
at a rent of £2. The tenant, a man named Conheadv, 
had occupied it for manv years. About the end of 1884 
the lease fell in, and Irerry wanted to raise the rent 



from £2 to £3, which Conheady refused to nay, and he 

fave up the house. A butcher named M'J^^amara, of 
ulla, took the house at the rent of £3, which, having 



regard to the fact that it was situated in a village,' 
does not appear to have been a very high rent. ^ Perry 
was summoned before the League, and he did not 
attend. M'Namara was then sununoned before the 
Leag[ue and ordered to give up the house. He asked 
for time, but before he could get anotber house he was 
boycotted and could do no business whatever. Perry's 
labourers were ordered by the League to leave Perty's 
employment, which tney did. They afterwards 
attenaed before the League committee and asked per- 
mission to return to their employment,as they could not 
get any other ; but this was refused. Your Lordships 
will hear again and again of this Land League com- 
mittee. On Easter Sunday, the 5th of April, Perry 
was fired at in broad daylight as he was returning 
home from church. Perry was then boycotted. He 
could not get men to save his harvest, and had to 
employ men from the Property Defence Association in 
Dublin. His brother, George Perry, also suffered on 
his account. A man named Hogan, who took hay f roni 
him in lien of wages, was noticed to attend before the 
Lea^e at Tulla on the 6th of September, 1885, and, 
havmg presumably failed to satisfy the conunittee, that 
^me night his house was broken into, he was dragged 
out in front, and severely beaten with sticks. M'Kamara 
left the house in September, 1885. It remained 
untenanted till June, 1886, when it was given back 
to the former tenant. I sobmit that this was only an' 

11— a 
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inatAiice of the orgulzed sjitem of iatiividAiioB ihtk% 
was carried on. The other case I will mention is 
that of John Byers, which exemplifies the practical 
caimng out of the adviee given dt Mr. Cox. Yonr 
lordships will recolleci that he said, '* We have an 
outpost so lone as the evicted farm remains idle and 
vacant, but ii we allow the land-grabber to take 
pQsaeasion of that farm then it is a fort or outpost 
tal^en fVom us.*' In November, 1886, Timothy and 
Thomas Lynoh were evicted from a farm which they 
held from Mrs. O 'Grady at Clenagh, county Clare. 
Immediatelv after the eviction, John Byers and 
Hichael M'Hanos, employ^ of the Property Defence 
4.tsociat ion, were placed in charge of the evicted farm 
as caretakers and were afforded police protection. 
On the 2dd of January, 188f , a meeting was held in 
the neighbourhood which was attended by Hr. John 
O'Connor, H.P. The notice calling the meetinfi[ 
stated that it would he held under the auspices of 
i^e Rational League,^ and that its object was to call 
attention to the action of evictors and rack-renters in 
the locality. '* Some are already evicted and some 
are im^e^r sentence,'' said the notice. Hr. Cox recom- 
mended that emergency men should be boycotted. This 
meeting was on the 23a of January, 1887. On the 14th 
of February, 1887, Byers and M'Manus, accompanied 
by a sergeant of the cmistabulary as an escort, were 
returning from the railway station at Ballycar, and 
when only a few yards from the station six shots were 
fired at them, ^ers received a charge of shot in the 
lohis, from the effects of which he died two days after- 
wards. A oo£&n could not be procured for his remaios 
in Ennis, and ^ one had to be sent from Dublin. Hia 
wife, who arrived just in time to see him die, was 
groaned and jeered at. H'Manus was wounded in the 
elbow, and the sergeant received a charge of shot in 
his side. I would ask your Lordships what judgment 
you will form when you bear in mind the speeches 
delivered at the recent meeting which directly pomted 
to these mifortunate individuals, who in what they 
were doing were merely earning their livelihood. 
There are a few speeches — only a few I am glad to 
say — delivered in the county Hayo about this time to 
which I intend to refer. On the 20th of September, 
1885, a meeiing was held at Glenvall^ to establish 
i^ hjriugich of the ^ationaJl Lfasue. The delegate 
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were James I^eonard and John Mulligan. Leonard 
said : — 

** The grabber was in their midst, to have no deal- 
ings with him, no matter where he was met ; to shun 
him. Do him no injury, either by burning his house 
or murdering him [here the speaker smiled, and looked 
and raised his hand in the direction of the house of 
John Kegan, which was in view of the meeting]. 
Denounced landlordism, and told the f ^ople to pay 
no rent ; to keep their money in their pocket, as they 
would be very soon called upon to pay the cmrsed set 
of landlords.'* 

John Mulligan said — 

* * They all knew that the object of this meeting 
was to organize a branch of the Irish National 
League, ana to denounce land-grabbing, grass-grabbing, 
and landlordism. He was sorry a case of the kind 
occurred close to where the meeting was held, and 
also another case at Stonehall. Now the punishment 
for that crime of grabbing was to hold no communi- 
cation, directly or indirectly, with him ; to pass him 
by on the road, as if he was some unclean reptile. 
Hiat such men were the curse of this coimtry, and the 
friend of the vampire class — the landlords. Such a 
man was worse than the devil, and should be con- 
signed to the lower pits of hell." 

It is noticeable that in the whole of these speeches 
the ** land-grabber " is spoken of with even more 
bitterness than the landlord. On the 27th of 
September, 1885, at Irishtown, P. J. Gordon, whom 
your Lordships may remember was an organizer in 
several parts of Ireland at an earlier period, con- 
demned land-grabbing and said the land-grabber was 
** accursed of God " and ought to be boycotted ** in 
the market place and the chapel." At Castlebar, on 
the 3d of November, 1885, Mr. Pamell, Mr. Sexton, 
Mr. O'Kelly, and Mr. Dillon were present. A Mr. 
P. W. Nall^f, whose violent speeches delivered on 
other occasions I have already read, and who was 
undergoing ten years' penal servitude for conspiracy 
to murder, was nominated by the delegates to 
the Convention as Parliamentary candidate for 
the county. But after a stormy meeting the 
delegfttea were A^er-ridden by Mr. ParneU 
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and his select ions were nominated. Mr. Paniell and 
Mr. Dillon, Mr. O'Eelly and Mr. Sexton, however, all 
spoke in high terms of Mr. P. W. Nally. 

8iB G. Russell. — ^Yoa are mistaken, I think. It was 
J. W. Nally that was proposed as a delegate. 

The Attobitet-Genisral.— That is quite another 
person, as I think will torn out. But for the jNirposes 
of my argument it makes no difference, for both of 
them made speeches and there was not much to choose 
between the violence of one and the other. I am told 
it was P. W. NaUy. 

Sir C. Russell.— I think you will find it was not. 
He was known as Scrab Kally. 

The ATTOBNET-GENEBAL.~It is quite possiblo I may 
be mistaken ; but I am stating what i believe to be 
the facts. Mr. Dillon at this Convention said he had 
spoken to the leaders of the National movement in 
America, and they were anxious tbat Mr. Pamell 
shoold be loyally supported in order to see what his 
policv would do. The Irish Nationalists in America 
would prefer, if the opportunitv arose, to appeal to a 
different tribunal from the English Parliament. They 
are anxious tbat for the present, when there is no 
opportunity of doing anything in the active field, that 
their support would be given to Mr. Pamell, because 
ihey believe and are convinced that Mr. Pamell and 
his party are honest enemies of English rule. Is not 
Mr. rarnell and his partv an enemy of English rule in 
Ireland-? ** Let you all join the League, and f)ut 
down land-grabbing. Any man who evicts a man, you 
know how to take action accordingly." 
At the same meeting Mr. Pamell said : — 

*' I tell yon this to-day, that whenever 90 honesi 
Irishmen have been returned to the English House of 
Commons it will be the last time they will ever be 
returned there. Mr. Nally is a man who has t)erformed 
great and important services to the cause of the Land 
League. I believe of him that he is one of lAie many 
victims to the infamous system which existed in this 
country during the three years of the Coercion Aefc. I 
believe he is a victim of the conspiracy which was 
formed between Red Spencer and the informers of this 
country. I am convinced he is innocent of all crime, 
and in a marked degree of the offence with which he 
was charse4« and I consider it is our dnty not to rest 
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until we liave oaased the prison doors to be opened on 
these men." (That shows dearly, my Lords, that the 
Nally referred to was the man who bad been sent to 
penal servitude.) ** I have to declare that we shall 
never accept, either ezpresslv or implicitly, anything 
but the full and complete right to govern and manage 
oor own affairs, and work for onr own nation, aod to 
secure for her — free from outside control— the right to 
pursue her own course among the people of the world.'* 
Your Lordships will know way I have read that 
speech, for you will remember that in his Oincinnati 
speech, which I read yesterday, Mr. Pamell said he 
wished to see the last link which bound Ireland to the 
United Kingdom dissolved. Here, again, we have 
practically the same sentiment expressed, and voor 
Lordships will find that in many cases Mr. Parnelf has 
made speeches which would render it impossible to 
believe that he did not say what he was represented as 
saying at Cincinnati. On January 10, 1886, Mr. J. J. 
Louden, one of the ofiBcials both of the Land Lea^eaud 
of the National League, made a speech, at which Mr. 
Hastings, of Louisberg, a representative of the Irish 
World, was present, and in the presence of this American 
representative, we have from Mr. Louden the same 
enunciation of the purpose which was put forward by 
Mr. Davitt in America, and adopted by him as the first 
plank of the Land League platform. I shall show that 
on January 19,1886, at Claremorri8.speeches were made 
by Mr. P. J. Gordon and Mr. Joon Redmond, and in 
that speech of Mr. P. J. Gordon, made in the presence 
of Mr. John Redmond, three men — ^Kilkenny, John 
Walsh, and Fitzpatrick — were referred to by name and 
denounced as land-grabbers in the strongest possible 
language, as well as some other men in the neighboar- 
ho<Ki who had been guilty of the same offence, and the 
people were told how they were to deal with land- 

frabbers. On March 21, 3887, at Ballinrobe, Mr. Crilly, 
I.P., attended a National League meeting, and Mr. 
P. J. Gordon spoke in his presence. He said : — 

** I feel glorious in the hope that mv speech will 
be in Castle company with Mr. Crilly's, fearless of the 
consequences of a prosecution from the Government. 
We have adopted the Plan of Campaign on the 
property of Daly, and intend to follow it up until the 
vestige of landlordism is swept from Ireland. Cecil 
Bocbo put them out on the road at the point of the 
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bayonet ; it was then that I came to the front in 
defiance of any British law to help this great straggle. 
If the glory of England is worth fitting for, the 
bonoor of Ireland is worth fighting for. I ask yoa to 
adopt the Flan of Campaign, no matter in what 
property the land thief has demanded you to pay the 
toll rent. Arise to your feet like men and like women ! 
ITry and leave your hand on jour breast, Yoa are bound 
as honest Irishmen to fight out the land thief, and 
against the bloody British Government. There is 
another fouler wretch than the landlord — the land- 
grabber. Fight it out manfully ; landlords and land- 
grabber s ^all be put into one ship and banished. I 
elped to sole, heel, and welt the land thief, and put 
a pair of toe-caps on the land-grabber. That is my pro- 
fession, and that I am proud to boast of here. I am 
determined to finish it, and I will fight out that battle 
until Mr. Daly and every other rack-renter in the parish 
is brought to his knees. I am prepared by one solemn 
pledge, and that pledge is — to stand by my x>eople 
nntil landlordism is crushed. Mr. Daly luts robbed and 

Elundered the country, and has told them in the coort- 
ouses. and if we cannot bury him in a small cof&n, 
we will press him in a large one.'' 
Now, my Lords, I will take ttmt one representative 
outrage in the county of Mayo, and that is the firing 
into tne dwelling of Michael Gillespie at Ballyduff on 
December 25, 1886. In November, 1886, a man 
named Burke was holding a farm. He got into 
difficulties, and a grocer named Moran sued him for 
his debts. I ask your Lordships just to note this, that 
It has nothing in the world to do with the land agita- 
tion. Your Lordships will see how the organization is 
used. The work is spread at the instance of the 
ordinary creditor. Moran sold the farm, he got posses- 
sion of it, and put in a small cottier named Michael 
Gillespie, who lived on the farm in another capacity, 
as caretaker. There is no question here of eviction ot 
another tenant, or of taking possession of the land. 
The unfortunate man Gillespie was put in to take 
possession when Moran had recovered the farm in an 
action of debt. In December of the same year some 
men fired shots through Gillespie's window, and served 
a notice upon him informing him that if he did not 
cease to negotiate with the land-grabber Moran for 
buying Burke's farm, he would be treated in the same 



THE SPECIAL COMMISRSIW, B29 

way as ot&cr land-girabbera. I pick that case Dnt for 
the purpose of calling year Lordfihips' attention to the 
fact that this tyranny seemed to be made available for 
any |)erson who desired to complain, and who was in a 
position to command the services and the revenues of 
the organization ; and the sole cause of complaint 
against this unfortunate man was that he had been 
put in to take charge of the farm when Mormi 
obtained possession of it in satisfaction of his debts. 
Now, my Xiords, I am obliged to call attention to a 
series of speeches in Galway, from which I am glad 
to say I can make a considerable expurgation ; but 
there are certain speeches which I think it right to 
read as they deal with certain specific outrages which 
will form' the subject of evidence to be laid before 
your Lordships. I think the earliest of these speeches 
I can summarize. A meeting was held at Kilkerrin on 
April 12| 1885, at which were present Mr. James 
O'Connor, of United Ireland, Mr. Crilly, M.P., and Mr. 
P. J. Gordon, but the speeches on that occasion, yourf 
Lordships will find, are principally composed of abuse 
of the Royal Ifamily and references to the Mahdi. On 
April 19 of the same ^ear Mr, Matthew Harris made a 
speech at Elilreecle, m which he also condemned the 
visit' of the Prince of Wales and eulogized the Mahdi. 
On August 4, 1886, Mr. O^Connor, of United Irelandf 
Matthew Harris, and Mr. Lanagan again made speeches. 
X will hand copies of them to my learned friends, bat 
1 do not want to read them now. On August 9, 18859 
at a League meeting at Kinvara, Father Considinoi 
C.C, made a speech, m which he said : — 

"In this great struggle in which yon are engaged 
your worst enemies are men of your own stamp, xhe 
landlords are a bad lot, the agents are a bad lot, the 
bailiffs are a bad lot and all their satellites, but the 
land-grabber is the worst. (* He is. they are in thifl 
parish.') They are ; and these are the men that aase 
renegades to the cause of Ireland." 

IThen, my Lords, a meeting was held at Looi^hreft oil 
September 10, 1885, at which were present A. 
O'Connor, M.P., Mat Harris, M.P., John 8weeneV| 
J. Kennedy, Martin O'Halloran, and P, Cowley. The 
two speeches I wish to read are those or O'Ooxmor and 
Matthew Harris. Mr. O'Connor said :-* 

** ThoQshjFOQ have been jLood enoqcJ^ toreeeisainS 
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« 

. name with applause, I recpret to find that it would 
almost have been better for me to be denied ttM 
nam6 of 0'Connor~(Lord Donsuidle's a«ent was a Mr. 
O'Conaor) — when coming to this neighbourhood, for I 
believe there are bad men of that name aronnd here 
(Cries, * There are.*). Well, I hope if there is one 
man that disgraces tne name he shall have some time 
or other to feel the displeasiire of his coontrymen. 
While we deplore the sufferings of the people, we have 
at least the consolation that uiere is not another dis- 
trict in Ireland has shown any such determined front 
to landlordism, and I hope that same spirit will 
continue implacable until the battle is won. The 
landlords now receive contempt and opposition ; bat 
the snake is scotched, not Jailed. We have farther 
accounts to reckon up. One commotion is just over* 
and wc are enterin^^ on another. I don't live in Eil- 
tulla ; if I were, I should be ashamed. You will 
alwavs find that wherever the organisation of the 

'people is weak or doubtful, there landlordism will 
soon be raised up again, and you will have evictions, 
and be once more at the mercy of aj^ents and their 
understrappers. There is but one thing to be done 
against all this ruffianly gang ; you must stand to- 
gether and let them see. that the people will not 
allow themselves to be evicted ; you have no right 
to be evicted ; you must not be evicted." (I do 
not know, my Lords, what that can be excej^ an 
invitation to the people to resist the ordinary proeeas 
of the law.) ** Many and many a time you have shown 
a determined front, and I hope that whenever it is 
necesBary vou' will be prepared to show that spirit 
again. I know perfectly well the great, brave hearts 
that beat within those gray coats in front of me. I 
know perfectly well you would be ready to shoolder a 
musket in the cause of Ireland if she called upon yon 
to-day. There are occasions when what is good at one 
time is not necessarily good at another ; for instance, 
in '98 and in latter days, which we won't allude to, 
JS^ow, one of the greatest difficulties we have had to 
^contend with has been caused by certain kind of out- 
'rages. I don't want to be preaching to yon. I eaq 
.perfectly well , understand a man evicted on the road* 
side, seeing his wife and children in ruin and desola* 
tion, taking up a gun and shooting the landlord. I 
.can Quite uriaeistaDd a man to whom a PUDPy .of aa 
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a^nt is insolent at once taming on him and giving 
him a good tbrashine. It is abont the best treatment 
he coold receive ; bnt however one may deplore the 
terrible state of things of which these evils are the 
natoral onteome, any one can see there is nothing very 
natural about it. ^ere is one form of outrage, zo my 
mind, mostadistasteful, and every man of human feel- 
ing, of decent humanity, ought to put his face against 
it, and bring the jwrpetrators to justice. I mean 
those men who put aside every feeling of humanity and 
mutilate dumb beasts. If I saw a man doin^ it I would 
at once arrest that man and bring him to justice. He 
disgraces his counti^. I do not believe there are any 
men about Looghiea who would allow such things as 
that, because I know the men of Longhrea. I Know 
Loughrea has famished some of the best material in 
Ireland. They are men who do the real work when it 
is to be don^. I hope our enemies in England will not 
be able to point to one of tiiese scenes in this district. 
There is no need for that. (Voice. — ' Shooting land- 
lords is no harm ')." 

I do not at present comment upon the distinction drawn by 
Mr. O'Connor between shooting a landlord and thrashing 
the agent and the killing of animals. Harris said : — 
' *' In^ all Ireland there is not to be found a more 
natriotic, a more energetic people tiian in Longhrea. 
in fact, they are no inclined for the work that in these 
lattei days when things are become so cooled down, it 
has been said the men of Longhrea are very little good 
in the calm, but the very best in the storm. Well, for 
my part, I hope I won't be long until we have another 
storm, sAd then the men of Loughrea will come for- 
ward in the futore, as they have in the glorious days 
of the Land League." 

My Lords, Lougnrea was the district in which there 
bad been several of the very worst murders that ha4 
taken place in Ireland. 
The Prxsidsnt.— Is this Harris or O'Connor ? 
The Attorkby-Qxreral.— Harris, my Lord. Your 
Lordships can well understand the system that those 
gentlemen were pursuing, that of making evictions aa 
expensive as they could, so that either the landlords^ 
might not be able to stand the expense, or that the 
money they lost might be many times greater than the 
value of the house or the amount that was due, in ordev 
to nreTont any pigment of rant and hereby farther tha 
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scheme which was to cnuli the lAndlords bj ttakiDg the 
land unproductive in their hands. I do not snow 
whether these speeches are relied on as speeches telling 
the people not to commit crimes. I think, my Lotds^ 
on the contrary, every statement delivered will be 
found to be a direct incentive to crime, and where any 
observations were made in deprecation of«crime,' they 
were made in such a way that anybody hearing them 
would understand that the crimes were nevertheless not 
really distasteful to the persons making the speeches 
in which the obiiervations occurred. At a meetiiig 
held ^ at Ahaacragh on October 10, 1886, James Kil-* 
martin said one of the telegrams from America read at 
the Convention in Dublin had more weight than all 
other telegrams that came, and that was, '* We send 
yon £10,000 for bullets, but not a penny for rack- 
rents.'* James O'Connor, of United Ireland^ asked tiie 
people to stick to their organisatioa ; *each man to 
Dis part in the fierce struggle they were about to enter 
upon. They were on the verge of a critical stmggley 
and he had no doubt the struggle of 1879 and 1880 was 
nothing in gravity and importance to that which was 
about to be forced upon the people bv rack-renting 
landlords. ** Our action with ihe landlords will be 
much like the badger in the barrel. Every one of you," 
he said, " must become a badger, and if the landlord 
forces vou in a comer I think when he sees yon 
have teeth he won't battle to get you out. I 
think before May next it would be oetter for th^n il 
they had never instructed their lawyers to issue write* 
It will be utterly impossible for the farmers to pa^ 
the rack-rents or even the judicial rack>rents tins 
winter. If they (the landlords) do not come to a 
settlement with you, you can let them go to the devil. 
What reduction you are toget should be determined 
by the jpeople themselves. Who can prevent yon from 
rising in church and leaving if a land-grabber enter f 
^e people of Galway are determined to fight theii 
landlords inch by inch and foot by foot."- Then there 
was a meeting at Ballinasloe, which I only mention 
because of the fact that representatives trom New 
York were present. I believe Mr. LarJdn, of New 
York, and Matthew Harris took part in the meeting, 
and the date was October 18, 188i6. At Athenry, on 
October 26, Matthew Harris spoke asaio* and John 
JdiUoiLttUo finQke» fiaxzu imd ar* 
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•• Poi^' maii;^ years it Was in my {jo Wet to fro into 
the House of Commons, but I shared trith my telloW- 
-ootmtiymen a stronff ptejudice against entering that 
Bnglish Hoase, and I wish to tell yoa> and to tell yon 
distinctly here to^ay, that if I go into the Honse of 
•OommonS) I go into the Honse^he citadel of the 
enemy, and that I do not go there iof the pttt^iDie of 
assisting that House, or the memburs of that Hoilte, in 
*ny effort they may make to oppress Ireland, 0t toy oiiiet 
nationality under English rule. If I go in there it will b6 
aloUe in the ioterests of my country, and I shall fac6 
them in the interests of our common humanity against 
timt monfitrous Qoyemment, that Gorenimtent of 
iniquity that has done more evil than any GkJYdt&ment 
ever done (aie) since the creation of uie woHd* In 
the future I may not be as free to talk as in the pmik, 
for I ■ shall have to guide my course by the ;^vice of 
tne Irish people and the Parliamentary party > out in 
'doing so I shall not deviate a hair's-breadth from prin- 
ciple. I shall always keep in my mind—first, the 
independence of my country, aiid, secondly, the total and 
absolute abolition of landlordism. Aa to joining 
the Irish puty, if I find myself in such a posi- 
tion after joimng it as that in the House of Copmons 
t could not progress in that direction towards .^ae two 

Seat objects I mentioned, I would no more scay with 
at party in that House than I would remain in a 
certain place which I won't mention. Let the de« 
mocracy of the country, the Nationalists of the 
country, ^et their lines firmly fixed upon a great object 
— the independence of this old counb^. Keep a strong 
determined animus against England in your hearts, and 
do not mind Englishmen, for they are your enemies. 
They have destroyed, and are every day endeavouring 
to destroy you, so that it behoves you as Irishmen to 
keep a firm front against these men, and join together 
in an organization throughout the counta^ in every 
possible way ; the organization xbay be objectionable 
In One sense, but as long as it is against Eiigland it ha|i 
good in it.** 

I am not aware whether Mr. Matthew Harris 8up< 
ported the par^ on whose nomination he was elected 
to Parliament, on the ground that he was able 
through them to secure the two objbcts for which he 
contended^namely, the indenendeticG of tdft coatiti!y 
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and tbe total Mid abaolnte aboUttoo of landloidiaii. 
.Hr. John Dillon said :— 

*' We are not eleoting ordinary memben of Parlia*' 
ment, we are electing members of an army, who are 
to CO mider a special oisciiiUne to carry out the work 
anoer enormous diificolty." (I ask your Lordships to 
speeially note this.) ** Yon must remember ^at we 
are caning ont Uiese conyentions under the eye ol 
the Irisn people in America, and all over the world, 
who are watching to see whether Mr. Famell is in 
the same position to-day that he was in some time 
ago." 

I think Tonr Lordships will have no donbt that Mr.* 
Pamell Is in the same position to-day that he wa« 
some time ago— iiamely, that he dared not break with' 
his friends in America. 

" I receired a newspaper from a friend of mine to- 
day,^ Mr. Patrick Egan, from Nebraska, in America, 
and in that newspaper were two columns of most im- 
portant news from Ireland, that a great new reb^lion 
oad broken out in the Irish Parliamentary party. It 
was said by Mr. J. O'Connor Power and Frank 
"H. O'Donnell that Mr. Tim Healy had deserted Mr. 
Pamell, and that it was expected the Irish people 
would not further submit to Mr. Pameirs dictatorship. 
Ihese are the kind of lies that are continually circu- 
lated in America. Many ooor men in America, in the 
"Kooky Mountains, and all over the country^ get side 
when they read stuff like this, and ask what is coming 
over the Irish people ; but what must be the deli^^t 
and exultation witn wnich the IriA race in America 
will read the telegrams that will go forth in 
toHooorrow's papers containing the news that the 
Galway Convention accepted every name that Mr. 
'Pamell has put forward ?*^ 

I stated to your Lordships, and I do not think it will 
be disputed, that the members of Mr Pamell's party 
returned to Parliament in 1885 and 1886 were to a 
very large eztent^a very large proportion of them 
were— nominees of Mr. Pamell, and they were men who 
iiad gained his support and claimed his nomination by 
reason of the services they had rendered to the Land 
League and the National League, and that is a dis- 
tinct reference by Mr. Dillon to the fact that the 
pomineea^ol Ji(r. FameU wer^^ being jpat forward for 
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the porpoie of eleetion to ihe British House of 
Gommons. My Lords, I will pat in the wholo speech, 
bat will only read certain portions, those' parts which 
I haye read being marked. At a vetr iinportant 
meeting at Portumna on Noyember 15, 1885, Mjitthew 
Harris, James Lynam, send James Kil martin were pre- 
sent.^ Xoor Lordships will remember that James KU- 
ioiartin made a great many speeches, and Lynam is a 
man who has been constantly speaking, and who waa 
sent down by the Land League, I think,. but certainly 
by the National League. I do not wish to read au 
Lynam's speech, but there are two or three passages in 
the ^peedi deliyered before Mr. Harris which are 
certainly worthy of notice. James Lynam said ;— • 
**Iknow,welI the responsibility that I ineae 
in addressing yoa here to-^iay. In the first place 
I address you as one of yourselyes, one of the people. 
I know that eyery word I speak may be watched and 
thrown in the face of my great leader and chief, 
Pamell. I am proud to call bim my friend who 
Is now doing ten years' penal senritude." (That, 
iny Lords, was a man named Nally.) *' Well, at 
that time the Jriih Times attacked Mr. Parnell, 
and they said the class of men he backed up 
were the men who were encouraging outrages. Now, 
Mr. Nally neyer encouraged outrages ; my friend 
' Scrab ' did that, and he knew what he was about. 
I will tell you what John Stuart Mill said about the 
shooting of a landlord. It was in reference to a great 
charge that the English Timeg brought against Mr. 
Parnell, saying that the men he was taking into tha 
House of Commons were the men who were eneourafp* 
Ing the shooting of landlords. John Stuart Mill said 
that the shooting of a bad landlord was an act of de« 
fensiye warfare. Well, how can a man who had 

itothing left but his potato, and see that potato taken 
rom himf and nothing left for the comfort of hia 
'amily, be looked upon as anything else than acting 
on the defensiye ? Now, I would like the Goyemmeni 
note-taker to take that down. Pat Nally neyer en« 
eouraged in any way what John Stuart Mill justified ; 
but now I will aak you, let you commit no outrages, 
and I hope I am not insulting you, because I know 
you are men. I can see by your earnest faces thair 

Sou are, and, as I said, yon understand your responsi* 
ilitj. Commit no outrage : what I mean is this-^ 
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don't be ^r"'T>g hmickB or strtkwriekBf don't btf 
cutting the tail on a mole jackass, and things like 
that I mean when I am talking about outrages. But I 
am not going to tell yon that yon should not boycott 
a land-grab^r." 

My Lords, I hope I may be allowed to pause 
to point out again the extraordinary way in 
whidi land-grabbing is referred to by these 
speakers. They knew perfectly well what boy« 
cotting a land-grabber led to, and the contrast 
drawn between cutting off the tail of a mule jackass 
And boyeotting a land-erabber is very signifieant :— 

" Wnen^on meet a land-grabber on uie road, a yery 
safe practice for yoa, gentlemen, would be to put the 
eross of Christ on your forehead. And also, when yoo 
meet one of those cowardly, sneaking, low-lifed curs 
that goes sneaking to the big fellows that they might 
get into their graces, do the same thing, pot the cross 
of Christ on your forehead/' 

Then follow other references to Mr. Paznell, in which 
he says, '* If he gets justice to the Irish people it is 
all well,' no matter through what channel it comes.'^ 
I will read what Mr. Uattibew Harris said .— 

"It behoved them to come together and ally 
themselves, one man with another, to pnt a bold^ • 
stem front aeainst landlordism and the agents of land- 
lordism in this country. All around thej see signs of 
the clouds breaking ; they see everv indication tnat in 
the near future their country shau be different and 
their people in a different position, but that should 
net for one moment prevent them from striking at the 
tyrant that's at their door. He counselled tiie tenants 
ef Lord ■ Clanricarde to meet together and draw up a 
document containing their demand for m fair reduction 
Of rentj to keep clear of agents and bailiffs, to pre- 
sent this demand to Lord Clanricarde, and if he re- 
fused ie erant flie abatement demanded to pat ihf 
money in me bank." 

The referense is to the Flan of Campaign. The re*» 
mainder of his sneech is more historical, oat eontaaivi 
nothing fresh wnen compared with the previoos 
speeches of Mat Harris, JLt the end of the meetuiff 
Lynam spoke again. He said : — 

" He was a young man yet, and if he had his 
vaj of thmking they should have lifles in their hiMida* 
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fcecaase if thev bad an opportunity^ the trae heart, the 
strong arm or the poorest man in the crowd, oonld 
pierce a tyrant's heart twice as goon as the speech of 
nis friend Mat Harris. * Don't be cutting the tail of 
a jackass, or burning straw stacks. When I speak of a 

}'ackaas I don't mean a landlord. Cut the tail off the 
andlords as soon tbs yoa like. Devil a mnch of a tail 
the landlords have left.' " 

I think vour Lordships will be able to jndge of what the 
effect of such speeches as those would be upon persons 
who were minded to commit outrages, when the con- 
trast is drawn between the animal upon which outrages 
were not to be committed and the landlord, upon 
whom they might be committed *' as soo^ as they 
liked." A meeting was held at Gurteen, county 
Gal way, on KovenoiDer 29, 1885, at which Mr. D. 
Bheehy, M.P., and Mr. Matthew Harris spoke. Mr. 
Bheehy said :— 

' * ' We have two battles to fisht ; one is to fight 
ftgftinst this class " (landlords and land-grabbers), *' and 
the ether against the Bnglish Government. Tne land* 
lord class will support the English Government in 
keeping the red banner of England over this country 
tor many a day to come. Little as our forces in Ire- 
land are,great are the forces that the scattered sons of 
the Clan-na-Gael bear in other countries. And all 
these forces are with us to a man, ready to send us 
their dollars, ay, and to back their dollars with men, 
if need be." 

Mr. Matthew Harris made a speech, whieh I will 
put in, but I will not read it at the preseni 
time. On November 18, 1886, occurs a speech 
of Mr. John Boche, at Woodford, in which 
%ie refers by nickname to an unfortunate ' man 
named Finlay. The passage in the speech runs ^-* 
" The laodlords had their * Balaclava ' serving pro*> 
cesses, but the people would have their Fontenoy." I 
am informed, my Lords, that the Irish people havo 
alwavs considered the battle of Fontenoy as a victory 
of the Irish over the English nation ; and ^* Bala^ 
dava " was the nickname of Finlay. He was a "peixf 
sioner, he was very well known in the district, and 
popular among the people to whom he was known. I 
wish to call attention to a speech of Father Bgan, 
Catholio curate, of Woodford, on December 6. 1885« 
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at Ballingftri county Oalwaj. There were several 
other i>er8onfl present at this meeting, bat I am not 
mire I can gire the names at present. 1 call attention 
to this passage in Father Egan's speech : — 

•* Our people have been exterminated. Mr. Chamber* 
lain told us the other day we were onlj four milliona ; 
but beyond the Atlantic wave, in far distant 
Australia and in the hearts of the manufacturing 
towns of England, our Irish brothers live. They are 
true sonsi and they are in sympathy in heart and soul 
with us if we strike for Ireland, and thank God we 
have a base of operations outside the reach of 
Jinglish law. That was the spirit of the old LaiMl 
League, it is a |^reater strength of the National 
League, and I believe myself that with the spirit 
that is in our people here and abroad it is but a short 
ioatlook until we see the sunburst of green Ireland 
shooting forth in all its glory ; and if any miserable 
clique, a few individuals — ^a hundred or two, as we 
see by the elections — ^tliink they can stand in the way 
of a nation's progress we will tell them to get out of 
the way or be crushed to the earth." 

My Lords, there are two or three speeches in the year 
1886 I desire to refer to. It is important that I 
should call attention to a speech of the famous Mr* 
TuUy on March 14, 1886. He was the man who got 
the name of ** Vt,*^ He was a working man who on 
repeated occasions recommended to tlie people of 
Ireland his ** pills " ; indicating that he had 
pills which he kept in a bottle, and that when*' 
ever they were administered his patients never re« 
guired any more medicine of any sort or kind. 
He was called Dr. Tully. He made a speeob 
at Tynagh, county Galway. He was constantly 
Meakug on those occasions with Mr. Matthew 
Harris. He spoke on March 14, 1886, and said :-— 

" I will first commence with landlordism ; the land* 
lord of this soil is not now alive, and where is he 
now ? The note-taker cannot tell. We fought • 
battle there in Woodford, honourable in the broad 
daylight. Well, talking about landlords' minions and 
tools, no surrender to a tyrannical landlord, or to 
Tom, Diek, and Harry. My heart is beating now to 
do away with landlordism. 1 stand here to-day— I am 
paid for standing here to-day, though I am a doctor too.'' 
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I think yonr Lordships vill haye do doubt about who 
paid Dr. Tally. 

** * I have my diploma here in my hand. I tell you 
about this Tommy, what is he doing, prowling about 
the country ? They will do anything that Tommy 
tells them. When you did not bring turnips he will 
say, **I want my rent.'* There is another man, Clarke, 
that despotical despot. How dare he, Clarke, the 
tlespotical despot, come here ? I dare that man to 
come forward. Is there any man here to support 
him ? He was a friend of mine once, but I found 
him out. I challenge any man to vote for him — I 
dare any man in the National Lea|^e to rote for 
him, and if he does, so help my God I will use my 
medioine on him and I will use it. I did not ^ivo 
it to any man here yet. If ye want to give him a 
dose apply to me, and I will give him a cure. The 
K'Donaghs grabbed that farm there in Drimna, they 
sheriffed out my sister ; I challenge them to surrender 
^at farm now at once.' The chairman here interfered, 
'and objected to the speaker's remarks, as he said he 
would be responsible, as did also Tim Clarke, who 
told Tully to go away. TuUy said that he would not 
go, that he would be responsible himself. Tim Clarke 
then asked him to withdraw the expression, which 
Tally said * I will withdraw it. I call upon the 
tradesmen, smiths, and carpenters not to speak to him. 
.S'ou can use the medicine that I will p.re jou — any 
man can use it — a boy^ can use it. If a mild dose 
.does not dOj give it to him strong, and if he dies in a 
field bury him there. I am standing as a soldier here 
to-dav, and I did not care if my head was blown off. 
I call for a show of hands for Cunningham. I see 
some of them not putting up their hands. Take a note 
of them. I promise whoever I give my medicine to, 
he must give me a guarantee that he will use my 
medicine on the proper men. I tell you my medicine 
made policemen walk through bogs and mountains. 
Don't allow any man in this parisa to vote for that 
despot.* " 

I suppose it may be suggested by those who either 
were present or who knew of speeches of this kind 
being delivered that such speeches were so exag- 

gerated that they had no effect. I do not think the 
istory of Ireland will support such a suggestion aa 
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' BiR O. l£t78SSLc.— Who was the ehftintutii ? 

The ATTORNBY-GsirBSAL.— I will try to find oat and 
will let you know. My Lords, there was also a meeting 
held in Portumna on September 26* 1886, at which 
Francis Bully, Matthew Harris, James Lvnam, John 
Hoche, and Thomas Burke were present. I put in the 
speeches made on that occasion by Matthew Harris and 
Lvnam, but I do not wish to read them at present. 
Kow, my Lords, I will read to you a speech of Mr« 
John Dillon's at Loughrea on October 16, 1886. fie 
said : — 

' ' The whole secret of the power of the people Iftj in 
the fact that an evicted farm must not be touched, and 
whenever it is touched it is the duty of the people to 
bring to bear upon the individual who is traitor enough 
to touch it the influence of the public opinion of his 
neighbours to make him feel so long as he betrays his 
people he will be detested by every honest man. Let 
the soil of Ireland be owned by men who live in Ire- 
land, the men who love Ireland and desire to see their 
country free. When they have brought about this state 
of things,when they have put the landlords down, these 
wretches who have trampled upon every effort in the 
nast — when we have put them down, then I say that 
Irish liberty will be won, and it will be for the Irish 
people to say what amount of liberty they want.'' 

On October 19, 1886, there was a meeting at Cappa- 
eon, county Galway, at which Mr. Sheehy, M.P., was 
present, and the famous Dr.* Tolly spoke. With refe- 
rence to the suggestion that any of those gentlemen 
charged in the particulars knew nothing of the kind of 
language he was using, I would ask your LoMshijps to 
let me read Tally's speech made in the presence of Mr. 
Sheehy. He *' declared to God he hated landlordism 
and their tools. Does blind Lewis and Downey call to 
your houses now ? Out off Lewis's supplies and out off 
Downey ; and if any man at this meeting breaks throagh 
the resolutions passed here to-night, I will give him a 
dose of my medicine, and if the ustial dose given does 
toot do I will make it stronger ; and it that does 
not do, I will give him pills as hard as ever he got in 
his life." Mr. Bheehy also 8poke,andIpat in his speech. 
On November 21, 1886, at Kylebeg, county Galway, 
David Sheehy, M.P., said : — ** He could not congra-^ 
tulate the peonle on their adherence to the League 
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principles, seeing thftt they permitted a grabber to 
moYe among them for five years. He believed that if 
there was a proper spirit this grabber Woald have 
been long since brought to his knees. It was evident 
the people had not made it hot enough for him.*' I 
shall call your Lordships* attention, or evidence will 
be given in reference to what happened to a man 
named Kennedy. Kylebeg, where tne meeting was 
held, was close to his farm, and shortly afterwards he 
was summoned to appear before the Land League, and 
proceedings taken against him because he was supposed 
to have lived among them five years as a land-grabber. 
Mr. Sheeh^ made a speech on the same day at Eilli- 
more, which I will put in without reading. Then I 
will call attention, my Lords, to a speech of Mr. 
Matthew Harris on December 19, 1886, at Aughrim, in 
county Galway. I need not read it, but will put it in 
on the note. The one passage to which I refer is that 
he alluded to land-graboing as '* the greatest curse in 
the world," and 8aid,further, that *' it is sach a curse 
that the man who commits himself on the supposition 
that he is not committing land-vrabbing, and being 
accused of it, he has to go before tne branch and clear 
himself, and do whatever they desire him to do." My 
Lords, will it be suggested after that,that those speeches 
were not made in connexion with the Land League ? 
There is a distinct statement that he has to go before 
the branch and clear himself and do whatever they 
desire him to do. Mr. David Sheehy, at the same 
meeting, made a speech of which I will put in a copy. 
Father Coen, parish priest, was present, and it is 
very important there to notice that Mr. Sheehy said 
he repeated every word he said at ^lebeg ; and, with 
reference to the case of the man Kennedy, he asked 
the peoide never to drop the curtain on that subject 
until Kyiebeg was in possession of the rightful owner 
of that little farm, and that rightful owner was not 
Kennedjr but Mrs. Dempsey. 

At this point the Commissioners adjoumed fot 
luncheon. On their return, 

The Atiornet-Gekebal, resuming,said :— It is only 
necessary, my Lords, for me to call attention to, I 
think, three outrages ; but a considerable number took 
place in the areas with which I am now dealing. 
My object is to direct my learned friends' minds to 
fchem« «ttd alao to show to joor LordshiJM how we 
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propoae to cmmect the outrage directly witb tbe 
speech of Dr. Tally — ^the speech mftde in the presenoe 
of other membezs of the Land League, in which tho 
mode of treating obnoxious persons was referred to. 
Your Lordshins will remember a speech in which it 
was stated tne Irish people had their Fontenoy and 
the landlords their Balaclaya. Patrick Finlay, who 
was known hv the nickname of '* Balaclara/' owing, I 
•appose, to the fact of his having been present at that 
battle, was a man who, althoogn a parocess-senrer, had 
lived for, I think, some 20 years in the Tillage of 
Woodford, and had been on friendly terms with tte 
persons among whom he dwelt. He was a pensioner, 
and simply ased to sopplement what little liviitf he had 
b^ senring process of law ; and I hope it will be a Vmg 
time before it onght to or can be seriously suggested 
that simply carrying out the process of law should 
sabject a man to such peril as this unfortunate man 
was subjected to. John Boche made a speech, to 
which I have already referred. Shortly after that 
time Tolly was in gaol. The meeting at which that 
speech was made having taken place towards the end 
of December, on December 26,1886, Finlay's windows 
were broken, but no harm was done to him. On De^ 
comber 27 another meeting of the National League 
took place, at which short speeches were made. 
Father Egan, I think the parish priest, Father Fahy, 
and John Roche — the same man to whose speech I 
have referred — were present. Roche said : — *' Our 
doctor is in gaol; but we have a receipt for more nower* 
fvl medicine, one dose of which, if properly adminis- 
tered, is stronger than ten of the doctor's bottles." 
Father Fahy and Father Egan both spoke, and told tbe 
people not to recogniae persons who supported emer- 

{ency men or iK>lice,and to stand together aeterminedly. 
n the montn of February Finlaj^ was under police 
protection, for he had been previously boycotted for 
about a year. On March 3., 1886, he was not engaged 
in serving process, but went out without the police 
to get some timber from a wood near his house. He 
was there shot dead, his jawbone being broken by a 
bullet, and several pellet wounds were in his body. 
The person from whom a coffin could ordinarily have 
been obtained was Carey, the secretary of the 
t^ational League, and he and other persons con* 
nected viih , the League - refused to supply tl^ 
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materials for the coffin. His widow was also boy- 
cottcxly and no one would give her food or fire. I 
will ask your Lordships to consider if outraffes fol- 
lowed from less violent speeches, what was liKely to 
occur after such a speech as that I have referred to 7 
In the month of aUv in the same year William 
Conway cat some turf for Sir Henry Bonrke. In a 
few days the National League at Woodford issued a 
notice to the people not to take grass land and not to 
cut turf for any landlord. On May 15, the whole of 
Conway's stock, pigs, goats, geese, and fowl, and hit 
outhouses were Dumt. There are, besides, several 
other cases in .Oalway from which we shall ask your 
Lordships to infer that during 1885 and 1886 there 
was a continuation of the same incitements as I have 
referred to in connexion with the years 1881 and 
1882, followed by the same results. Now I turn to 
the last county to which it is necessary to call 
attention in the same way. If I were to go through 
all the outrages in this county the list would be 
found to be an exceedingly long one. But by picking 
out five or six typical cases I think I shall be able to 
show that the adviee of Mr. Dillon, that the men of 
Kerry should do as thev had done before, and that 
other counties should follow the example of those in 
Kerry and thereby put an end to the landlord system, 
was not forgotten. There was a meeting at Killamey 
on August 30, 1885. Mr. J. D. Sheehan said *' the 

frosramme before the country was independence for 
reland ; all other issues had been thrown away ; 
they would proclaim themselves free and fight for it 
if necessary. Where the people are rack-rented let 
•them come to our branch meetings, and we'll tell 
them what to do.'* Mr. T. M. Healy, M.P., spoke 
*' against landlordism and land-grabbing, and condemned 
those who had taken grass lands in Lora Kenmare's de- 
mesne. In no part of Ireland was landlordism so odious 
•fks in Kerry. We will expedite the departure of vultures 
and harpies from this district. While you are secure in 
your holdings, so long as yon pay your rent, our 
object is that you should be secure in your holdings 
without having to pay^ anv rent. My experience of 
the Land League times is tnat the rich farmers are to 
be distrusted. They sneaked into the ofiftce, and paid 
behind backs. Now my advice to you would be it 
yon enter into a combination to take proper pre* 
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cautions that no man breaks the line. Bank yowt 
rents in the name of trustees, and say, we 
will demand a reduction, and stand by it." 
Ho condemned oatrages* though not uneqai vocally, 
and pointed out ** that instead of resorting to oatrages 
they coold resort to boycotting. The people in their 
straggle for independence nad behind them the 
momentmn and force of the great land movement." 
The following three resolations were proposed : — (1) 
National independence ; (2) No farmer to make nse 
of the Land Purchase Act, except with the approval 
of his branch of the Land League ; (3) Ck)ndemnation 
and utter abhorrence of land-grabbing. Your Lordships 
are supposed to take iudicial notice of the fact that 
an Act was passed in 1885, known as Lord Ashboumo's 
Land Purchase Act, under which a tenant is enabled 
by the State to purchase the land which he occupies 
on very favourable terms, the purchase-monoy being 
xepaid by instalments spread over 49 years. I ask 

20U to observe the extent to which it was thought 
esirable that the organization should interfere with 
the execution of a scheme of legislation which was 
highly beneficial to the tenants of Ireland. No one 
who has watched the working of the Act can have any 
doubt that from the point of view of the tenant it ia 
exceedingly beneficial. But it would not serve the 
purposes of ihe National League that the Act should 
be worked, and accordingly it was determined that^ 
except with the approval of a branch of the LeaguOt 
po one ought to make use of the clauses oi the 
nieasore. J submit that that showed as clearly as 
anything could that it was the intention of those 
who were advocating and taking part in this con" 
•piracy that nothing should be done which might 
hring b«iefit to the tenant unless it furthered the 
great object of sweeping awa^ the landlords, obtaining 
the land rent-free, and establishing national indepen- 
dence. Hr.W, 0'Brien,M.P.,at the same meeting said:-«« 
' * The Irish people were not afraid to be extreme ia 
the days of Barl Spencer and the Crimes Act, in the 
da^s when to be extreme involved execution^and the 
prison* and the plank-bed, and so forth. We were 
not afraid to be extreme then, and we are not ashamed 
to be moderate now, when it would be quite safe to be 
extreme. Mr. Pamell will give them such war as 80 
ffuerillas can camr on in the heart of that Rnglish 
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Parliament, and sach war as the Irish people are able 
to carry on oatside that Parliament with the weapon of 
the franchise, of what they call the boycotting pike, 
or with any other weapon that time cfr opportunity 
may offer us (cheers), or those who may act for us, for 
it will be carried on until the fabric of Irish freedom 
shall rise side by side with that of England, or on the 
ruins of England's greatness and her empire. (Cheers.) 
The English people in politics are the merest pack ot 
fools, for they will do as they are told to do. We 
need not care for the gabble of English Liberal 
epouters." 

At Kenmare,on September 20, Mr. J. D. O 'Sullivan said 
'* that outrages,at least some of them, were a disgrace 
and should be condemned. Land-grabbing was as bad as 
moonlighting." That, my Lords, I suppose, is an illus- 
tration of the mode in which outrages were con-, 
demned. Mr. E. Harrington said '* that it would be 
their own fault if the land-grabber or the vile emer- 
gency man showed his head among them. He did not 
counsel any act of indiscretion ; there were a thousand 
ways in which they could make these vile wretches, 
feel their position." On September 29, at Tralee," 
Michael Davitt unveiled a memorial cross to Allen, 
Larkin, and O'Brien, which, he said, was typical of 
faith and fatherland. *' Allen, Larkin, and O'Brien 
had proudly died and offered iip their lives as sacri- 
fices on the altar of Irish freedom. They had been 
foully struck down and done to death by England's 
Government. I know that neither of these men fired 
that shot. I have several times spoken in America to 
the man who fired it." Mr. Davitt does not seem to have 
done anything to bring this criminal to justice. ** This fact 
was knownto the English Government of the day; but these 
men were immolated in order to satiate English vengeance 
against Irish independence. Our vigil will be patient 
and watchful, and the day will come when not only .the 
butchery in Manchester will be avenged, but the social 
crimes comcmitted against the Irish people will also 
be avenged. If you or I might be called on to-morrow, 
or five* years hence, to follow the example of Allen, 
Larkin, and O'Brien, it is our holy duty to emulate 
them and prove, if necessary, that death alone will be 
welcome to you in the cause of Irish liberty." My 
Lords,I do not think a more monstrous statement could 
be made by a constitutional agitator than that the 
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UoTemment that allowed these criminals to be banged 
knew that th6^ were not guiltj. On Jannarj 6, lw6, 
a meetizig was neld at KnoeknagoshiU. The Rev. Mr. 
Casej, r.P., said ** he attended to denounce land- 
grabbeis as the corse of the countrj. Thej shoold be 
paonnd by on the steeets with scorn and contempt, and 
BO parson should speak to or look at them. He advised 
them to pa^ no rent, except a fair rent, which this 
year he believed to be no rent." He denoonced cot- 
rages. The reiK>rter says that nearly all the sjieakerB 
at this meeting denoonced the commission of outrage : 
bat, with the exception of Father Casey, they qoalified 
their denonciation by adding the words '* at preeent.*' 
I call attention, my Lords, to the fact that, in this 
speech, side by side with the denonciation of oot- 
rages, there is a denonciation of land-grabbers. Mr. 
E. Harrinfftoc, M.P., wbo also spoke, recommended 
'* that land-grabbers or grass-grabbers, or persons who 
cot rashes on evicted farms, shoold be shonned. l^ose 
people who cot rushes on soch f aims shoold know that 
thi^ was grabbi^ ; that those rashes pointed their 
tapering heiuU to Heaven, as if to invoke vengeance on 
the man who grabbed them off evicted farms. Do not 
commit any outrages, as at the pretaU time they only 
injore the best interests of the oouotty, and 8trenjg;then 
the hands of oor enemies." Observe that there is not 
here one word of deouneiation against outrages on the 

Ebund that they are in themselves wicked and wrong, 
r. J. D. Sheehan, M.P., asked the people ** to use 
to the best advantage boycotting — that powerful in- 
strome&t which thev possessed against the land and 
grass grabber. He Imew that there were plenty of 
people about the locality who had received processes 
tor rent, and warned them against going behind their 
neighbours' backs to pay their rents. Any such man 
should be treated as a grabber. They heard a lot about 
fair rent, but he considered a fair rent to be no rent." 
He also spoke against the commission of outrages, as 
at present, when the goal was so nearly reached, they 
might injiffe the cause. Dr. Moriarty,of Listowel,8aid 
that he was intimately acquainted with all the* great 
Nationalists of England, Scotland, and America, and 
was an ardent follower of that great man James 
Stephens (he was the Fenian Head Centre), and would 
alwajs remain a follower of his. Ho said : — " We 
%ro not at nreseut ablo or urcpared to use force, but 
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Ens^land knows that if we were the Irish race all the 
world over would take part in the fight for freedom. 
And let England heware, for the sword of veo^eanco 
is hanging over her head, and when it falls Irishmen 
will be found in their places, and theirs will be the 
luinds that will cause the fall. Tho grabber should 
be boycotted. If he be sick, go for the priest ; but let 
no person go for a doctor, as such people are not 
worthy of being kept alive. Don't go to his funeral ; 
let him have no funeral ; let him ' go down to the 
▼ile dust from where he sprung, unwept, unhonoured, 
and unsung.' His wife may go to his grave and fire a 
pop-^^ over him if she likes.'' Mr. P. O'SuUivan, 
president of the Enocknagoshill branch of the Land 
League, said *\ he would be glad to see all the land- 
lords buried six feet under ground, and would like to 
see them all in * Fiddlers'-green, seven miles below 
the < hot place.' " Mr. J. Stack, M.P., said *' he 
was going into the British Parliament House a 
Bwom enemy of the Sandes, the Herberts, the Hus* 
•eys, the Headleys, and Kenmares, and would not 
rest until he saw the total extinction of landlordism." 
Now, I shall make a few observations upon some of 
the outrages that occurred in Kerry, which county, 
accordixi^ to so many speakers, deserved the palm for 
the way in which the innabitants treated land-grabbers, 
the followers of theLeague havinf^ taken well to heart 
the advice given in a speech which I shall pot in :— 
** The landlord is too well protected. Do not mind 
him. Shoot the land-grabber instead." The first case 
to which I shall call attention is that of Michael 
Moriarty. In the autumn of 1884 he sent some cattle 
to ^ graze upon a farm from which a man had been 
eviOTed, and, as far as my information goes, his only 
crime was that he had sent his cattle to graze upon this 
mioceupied land near KiUorglin. His offence was not 
discovered for some time, but ultimately it was, and 
on March 5, 1885, he was shot at, and the bullet 
passed through his clothes. The outrage was com- 
mitted at about a quarter past 8 in the evening. On 
December 7, 1885, William Williams, a farmer, wai 
riiot at. He resided on the property of Mr. Orpen, at 
Brewsterfield, Killamey. Mr. Orpen, who haa been 
ezeeedingly popular among his tenants, had a dispQt« 
with one ef tneir number in March, 1884. The tenant 
was evicted* and after the eviction the local branch 
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of the National League endeavoured to annoy Mr, 
Orpen by boycotting and intimidation. Williams 
worked on the evicted farm for Mr. Orpen, and on 
December 7 a party of 15 or 20 men went to his 
houfie, broke in the door with large stones, and 
forced their way into his room; Williams called ool 
that if they did not go he would fire upon them. Hiey 
then shot at him through the windows of the house, 
and a Quantity of shot lodged in the head of the bed 
near which he was standing. He was injured by some 
(prains of shot, which glanced off his head. As the men 
were going awav he fired his revolver at them. The 
sole reason for the outrage was that he had worked on 
this evicted farm for Mr. Orpen. On January 30, 
1886, an outrage was committed unon Qiles Bae, an 
old man 72 years of age. Rae, wno had only one 
arm, had been a process server at KiUiney. In the 
month of October, 1885, Bae was mobbed, and on 
January 26 he served another writ. Chi the 30th five 
moonlighters entered Bae's kitchen, and in the 
presence of his wife seized the old man, and with 
some sharp instrument like a razor sliced off one of 
his ears. It was some hours before any one heard of 
the outrage, the wife being too ill and terrified to 
give an alarm. I believe it will be proved that the 
only cause for this brutal outrage was that the un- 
fortunate man had served a writ in respect of some 
demand for rent. On May 6, 1886, Cornelius Kearney 
was fired at at half-past 10. The shock made him 
seriously ill, and he died not long afterwards. He had 
refused to join either the Land League or the 
National League, and had been warned in the autumn 
not to send his horse to a ^rticular blacksmith or his 
cow to an obnoxious individual who possessed a bull. 
Now, I wish to call attention to the case of a man 
named O'Connor, who evicted a tenMit and went to 
live upMon the land himself. This was not a case of 
prev^iting a landlord from letting his land, but of 
actually preventing him from occupying it. On Jane 6, 
18$6, a man in his employment was warned not to 
worAc for Mr. O'Connor, and was shot at. Other men 
were also warned not to work for him. After the 
occurrence on the 6th of June O'Connor made hia 
peace with the local branch of the Laud League, and 
this was described as ** establishing the Land League 
in the dUtriet." There weve cep^s of the cireum^f 
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stunoes in tbe Kerry Weekly Reporter and other local, 
newspapers, which described O'Connor's offence as an 
offence against the resolutions of the local branch of 
the League. In the same year a poor man, John 
Conway, of Kilffulbin, cut some turf, and, this 
act being viewea with displeasure, he was shot 
in the right knee. Sorely wounded as he was, 
he went to the Land League offices, asked fox 
forgJTenesa, and promised not to offend any more. 
I think, my Lords, we shall produce the resolutiona 
of the branch of the League in that case, and the 
report of the discussion which took place as to 
whether this man was to be forgiven or not for his 
supposed offences against the League. These, mv 
Lords, will be all fair sj^ecimens of the things which 
took place in the National League. John Conway 
ftt)peared before the meeting, on being communicated 
with b^ the secretary of the Abbey-domey branch of 
the Irish National League. The meeting of the Abbey- 
domey branch is reported in ihe Kerry Weekly EeporUr 
of the 7th of August;, 1886 :— 

" Irish National League meeting, 1st of August, 
1886. Abbey-domey branch. John Bunyan, F.L.G., 
in the chair. John Conway appeared before the meet* 
ing, on being communicated with bv the secretary, to 
answer a charge preferred against him a month since. 
It ap]^ear8 Conway cut turi in a bog at Ardrahan, 
to which he had no especial right ; that the farmers 
whose farms surround this bog had the privilege of 
ffrazing their cattle thereon, which privilege has. 
Become a right through lapse of time ; that any of 
these farmers have not cut turf in the bog on this 
year, but their right might have been weakened 
thereby, but Conway cut the turf against the expressed 
wish of his surrounding neighbours, who were of 
opinion that Conway's action amounted to an invasion 
01 their right. As Conway had been fired at recently, 
ijie decision come to was that the League, in ovder t5 
show its abhorrence ot outrage, would exculpate Con** 
way, but requested him to forego any interference in 
the future with the Ardrahan side of tbe bo^, and also 
with the Baltovin side, until his father's right would 
devolve on him, to whidi Conway assented. The 
greatest sympathy was manifested ny those presenti 
tpwards the unfortunate man, as he was scarcely able 
to move with the aid of a walkiog-stick on account. 
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of the baUet wound he had received in the leg Erom^ 
the party that visited him.'* 

Your Lordships will find that that gentleman was 
Bommoned first, did not appear, and then; he was shot, 
and then he did appear. On the 3d of June, 1886, 
there is the case of Patrick Tanguey. He was a hog 
ranger on the property of Mr. Richara Going. He was 
at one time a member of the National League. There 
was some suspicion suggested that he had ootained tozf 
from persons who had no right to it, and on the 3d of 
June, 1886, two men armed came to his house, and on 
asking him whether he was still continuing to work for 
his landlord, he said, '* Not since October last." 
They shot him, and he received a charge of shot in his 
legs, which caused a lai^e wound, from which he bled 
to death in a very few minutes. My Lords, so far as I 
nnderstand, the only offence which that poor man was 
said to be guilty of was that he had, on behalf of hia 
landlord, been party to some persons cutting turf 
•gainst the views of those people who had determined 
that only those who had previously been tenants should 
have any turf from the property at all. In the year 
1886 Artnur Gloster was bailiff to Lord Kenmare.^ On 
the 7th of June, 1886, at 1 46 a.m., a quantity of 
dynamite was exploded in the attempt to blow up 
Gloster's house. The i)eople attempted to find out who 
had been taking part in the outrage, and found a 
loaded rifie and a six-chambered revolver. I shall 
have some avidence to put before your Lordships 
as to where that rifle and revolver came from, and pos- 
sibly something in reference to the dynamite as well. 
My Lords, there was a series of outrages in this year, 
a great many of them connected simply and solehr, as 




t^e neighbourhood and belonging to the League 
as land-grabbing. And in many of tnese instances youi 
Lordships will have evidence of the persons going 
before tne League, or being summoned by the League, 
or receiving notices from the branches of the League 
in the immediate district. I mentioned that in several 
of these cases persons were brought up before the 
local branches of the League. I ought to call your 
attention, mv Lords, to the case of Fitzmaurice, cer- 
fcainlr one of the' most hmtal morders that has evet 
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taken place — James Fitzmaurice, fanner, 60 years of 
age, who was killed on January 31, 1888. Your Lord- 
ships will have evidence of the attempt to boycott 
Fitzmaurice, to persecute him so as to make his 
life intolerable for a period of something; like two 
years or two and a half years, and you will havo 
eridence before you that the intimidation, cruelty, 
and ultimate murder of Fitzmaurice^ was in conse- 
quence of the direct action of the Lixnaw branch of 
the National League. It will be said that that branch of 
the National League was suppressed before the action 
taken in the murder. It is perfectly true in one sense that 
it was suppressed ; but, as I said to your Lordships in 
the course of mj speech a few days ago, a thing of 
this kind is not suppressed in a moment. But the 
treatment which Fitzmaurice received commenced 
much further back than 1888, and my instructions are 
that the National League of Lixnaw contributed to a 
tery great extent by its action to the outrage which 
Occurred. When I said suppressed, I meant that under 
the Coercion Act of lo87 certain branches of the 
National League were suppressed ; and I think it will 
be found that statements were made that it could not 
possibly be that the National League of Lixnaw had 
anything to do with the murder, because it had been 
suppressed some five or six weeks. I shall be able to 
show before your Lordships special resolutions ex- 
tending much further back. James Fitzmaurice 
was said to have helped Mr. Hussey over a 
ditch. Mr. Hussey was a landlord and an agent, 
ftnd Fitzmaurice was said to have helped him 
over a ditch. In consequence of that the following 
resolution appeared in the Kerry Weekly Reporter of the 
Lixnaw branch of the Irish National League : — *' Re- 
solved — That, as James Fitzmaurice acted the part of 
a special constable to S. M. Hussey at Ahabeg on the 
14th inst., we consider that his neighbours should hold 
no further intercourse with him." There had been very 
tf ood organization in Kerry ; they perfectly understood, 
they did not want any mystic signs or any secret passes 
OT words, they perfectly well understood what their 
duty was. After that notice Fitzmaurice was boycotted 
—not at first rigidly, but boycotted. In June, 1887, 
he was summoned to appear before the Lixnaw branch 
of the National League. He had allowed his cattle, it 
•ppears. to graze upon a farm from which his own 
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brother had been evicted, foa would think thai WM 
not a very wicked thinf ,to allow your cattle to run on 
waste land from which a member of your family had 
been turned out. Thereupon the Liznaw branch of the 
National League resolved — *' That, as James Fitz- 
znauricci of Ahabeg, still persists in allowing his cattle 
to graze on the farm from which his brother Edmond 
was recently evicted, and refuses to give any explana- 
tlon to the League in extenuation of his conduct, we 
hereby call on the public to mark him as a land* 
grabber of the most inhuman type/* This is the 
direction that is given to the well-organized coonty : 
this the county whose example is to be imitated I 
According to Mr. John Dillon, we boys of Longford were 
to do as well as the boys of Kerry had done. I suppose 
it will be suggested that because the League was 
suppressed in the county of Kerry in September, 1887, 
that therefore the resolutions of June, 1887, had no 
effect. Gentlemen who use these arguments, or any^ 
body who represents these arguments before yoar 
Lorqships will, I think, require something stron^^ 
than mere assertion to suggest that an organization 
which had been promoting outrages in the county of 
Kerry for five or six years could be suppressed and 
rendered perfectly harmless in a few hours or a few 
weeks. On the 23d of October, 1887, the National 
League again passed a resolution. They ** called upon the 
public to mark, by every constitutional means, thsix 
oisapprobation of the ooudnct of James Fitzmanxice, 
who nas been so base and inhuman as to grab hia 
brother's land " — being this, that he had let his cattle, 
graze upon the land from which his brother had beea 
evicted. That was in October, 1887. In 1888<-the 
actual date, I think, was the Slst of January, 1888— 
Fitzmaurice was shot while he was driving with his 
daughter in his cart at about 6 30 in the morning. His 
daughter was with him. He never spoke, I believe, 
beyond the statement that he was shot-^he never spoke 
again. Practically no assistance appears to have heen 
rendered by persons who would have helped the poor 
girl, for fear of the consequences — ^there were 
Beveral who passed and dared not render her any 
assistance. Your Lordships will find that an 
inquiry took place on that murder, when persons 
were charged!^ for that murder. Communications 
l^ssed between the j^ersons chaxiced and membeoi of 



the Natioluil League. I believe yoor Lordsliipfi will 
Imve no doubt whatever that these prisoners were 
defended — the people who shot Mr. Fitzmaarice— by 
the money of the National Leagae. I believe I shall be 
able to la^ evidence before you that the National 
Leagae provided the fonds with whieh the mnrderea 
of that man were defended. The persons^ charged 
were convicted and hanged. My Loras, this is not 
a solitary instance by any means of persons who were 
undoubtedly goilty being singled out by the National 
JCieague for defence by the League, which, according to 
Hr. Pameil and his followers, is devoted to carrying 
out a perfectly constitutional and lawful agitation. I 
•must remind your Lordships that years before it had 
[been promised in a speech that for anvbody charged 
with shooting a landlord money woula be founcT to 
defend him. Everything would be done in favour of % 
person who was charged with shooting a landlord. WelL 
my Lords, even the bare outline of the story wito 
regard to outrages in these counties is ghastly enough. 
Before^ our evidence closes I shall lay before your 
CiOrdships instances of speeches and accompanying and 
consequential outrages which occurred in the varioua 
counties. But I am sure you will not forget that 
one of the strongest arguments I can venture to address 
to vour Lordships is one of a negative character. 11^ 
Is this — you find started in Ireland for the first time », 
system of crime which, both from its frequency, tho 
character of the crimes, and the circumstances undci^ 
wluch the crimes were committed, was absolutely new. 
You find that crime was committed against person^ 
who had never before suffered from similar outragea. 
I believe that what I said yesterday will be fully coo^ 
firmed by the witnesses, that the erime of shooting ^ 
man for paying his rent was unheard of before 1880. 
and that after that time such outrages can be numbareet- 
literall^ by the hundred. I shall ask yoor Lordahipn 
to consider if you find that all these speeches werci 
made and this organization existed, I shall ask your 
liordships to come to the conclusion that, unlets somo 
other cause for the outrages can be found, you will 
attribute them to tiiese speeches, to these violenii 
speeches, as these crimes were to a great extent perpe* 
trated by the persons to whom these appeals to theij; 
l|elf-interest and to motives of x^^^soi^l aggrandize^ 
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that yon wUl not find throagbont^ the whole conrRe of 
these ^ears one single speech delivered, one single cir- 
cular issaed, one sineie Intter written, or one single 
etep taken by Mr. ^vnell, by Mr. Biggar, by Mr. 
Davitt, by Mr. O'Brien, by Mr. Harrington, or by tny 
one of the rest of these gentlemen to point oat that 
Bomebodv was carrying ont these ontrages, and that 
they oaght to determine that they shoold be pat down. 
On the contrary, daring the whole of these years they 
were absolutely silent, or so far as they did take part 
'they were actnallyencoaraging similar ootrages. It was 
an organized conspiracy, it was a conspiracy which by 
means of striking at the tenants would do injury to the 
landlords, and that being done, the result of that would 
be that the main prop oF English rule in Ireland would 
bo destroyed. I shall therefore ask your Lordships 
'to come to the conclusion* if I establish what I have 
opened to your Lordships, that the organization or con- 
spiracy was conducted from • America, that its policy 
was formulated in America, that it drew the whole of 
ito financial strength from America, and that it was 
not possible for the leaders of either the National 
'X^eague or of the Land League to break free from the 
fetters which bound them to the American section, 
which fetters compelled them and kent them in the 
course whereby they were of necessity obliged to advo- 
cate a system which must be productive of the outrages 
if it was to be effectual at all. And if it be said that 
the National League was disconnected from the Land 
league, that there was a completely new departure in 
^he sense of the National League not pursuiDg the same 
means and the same line of policy, I again point to the 
tacts given publiclv and distinctly in 1882 and 1883 
«s to what were the eonsequences of the conduct that 
was followed by the Land League ; and I call your 
tiordships' attention to the fact that the same line of 
conduct was pursued by the National Leagoe that was 
followed by the Land Lea^e. I am aware that I 
hif^e occupied a very considerable portion of your 
Xordships' time in opening this case. I am afraid I have 
done little more than indicate a mere outline of the 
particular classes of evidence which will have to be con- 
sidered by your Lordships. In all probability there 
will be called bef om your Lordships before this inouiiy 
ends persons who actually took part in some of tnese 
patncefff who will tell your LoidahtDs not onlr Hie 
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Icind of way in which tho money was ^id, bat ihe kind 
of method which was on foot for arranging for the perpe- 
tration of »^me of these outrages. lam well awaro 
that in this case there may be great difficulty witli 
witnesses of a certain class. Ot course in many iu« 
stances the evidence of such witnesses must be regarded 
with great suspicion, and subjected to most careful 
examination borore it is credited. But, on the other 
hand, your Lordships have the powers, as^ CommifN 
sioners, having regard to the terms of this Act, of 
getting at the truth to an extent and in a way in 
which an ordioa^ tribunal would possiblv have been 
powerless ; and i think your Lordships will find bef oro 
the end of this inquiry, if you have disclosed to yocp 
Lordships any channel through which the truth— I will 
uot say the truth, but information — can be given which 
will enable your Lordships to get at the truth, your 
Lordships' powers will oe ample to enable you to 
search this case to the bottom and leave no doubt as to 
what was tho real cause of this horrible system which 
has prevailed, and as to who are the persons on whom 
ihe responsibility ought to rest. It is manifestly not 
right that 1 should do anything more at the present! 
stage with that part of the case than indicate to your 
Lordships that in all probability evidence will bo 
forthcoming, and your Lordships will be able to con- 
sider whether or not the action of these persons wiut 
so absolutely free from suspicion that their organiza- 
tion, conspiracy, and League had nothing to do with 
these t-errible crimes. To a very large extent I shall 
bring knowledge home to all the members who havo 
been charged, all the main leaders, such as Mr. Par- 
nell, Mr. Biggar, Mr. Harrington, Mr. Matthew Harri.s,' 
Mr. O'Brien, and Mr. Dillon. There will be no doub^. 
in your Lordships' minds, if I establish the case I have 
opened, that knowledge of what had been the result of 
ifhe action of the Land League was brought home t-o 
fhem. But I have said more than once, and I respectfully 
repeat, that I do not think at the end of this inquiry 
your Lordships will be able to come to the conclusiou 
that all this was done without the knowledge of thci<o 
gentlemen, who ma]^ profess not to have been per* 
sonally acquainted with what the Land League and tho 
National League were doing. They were the heads of tbia 
organization, they wore the officepa of this conspiracy, 
and it will bo lor your Lordt>hips to consider, after 
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these witnesses have been submitted to the test of 
cross-examination, whether you can possibly ado]pt the 
Tiew that these gentlemen were the innocent vietims 
of a system intended to be harmless, intended to have 
neither unlawful puriposes nor unlawful means, and by 
the folly, the wickedness, and the treachery of some of 
its sabordinates were dragged into the ^stem which I 
bare been condemning as strongly as I could in the 
course of m^ address. In connexion with this, I cannot 
help remindmg your Lordships of the extraordinary fact 
that but one gentleman speaks to any documents belong- 
ing to the Land League ever having been in his posses- 
sion, and that is only a bank book. The officers, trea* 
flurers, and secretaries have made afiSdavits as officers 
of tb^ Land League, and have sworn that [they never 
bad in their possession any books or papers relating to 
the Land League. If these books never did exist, I 
ask your Lordships to draw ^ont own conclusions as to 
why they did not exist, and if they did exist and have 
been got out of the way, I shall ask your Lordships to 
draw your own conclusious why they are not forth- 
coming now. The same remark applies to the money. 
In the course of the inquiry your Lordships will sooner 
or later search out and be able to form a prettv good 
judgment as to what became of the balance of £144,000 
Hclmowledged to have been received by the Land 
I^eague, as to what has become of the very large sums 
of monev acknowledged to have been received by the 
Ifational League. I cannot help thinking that if this 
League can bear the light of day and criticism, if it 
be connected with no crime, tainted with no 
outrage, if it was solely to be conducted by con- 
Btitutionid methods, we should ^ learn what were 
the doings, the course of business, the practice 
and purpose of the Laud League, and wnat has 
been done with the money and the books. Of course » 
my Lords, Tfie Times may have been misled or mis- 
taken in the judgment which it formed of the 
historv of the associations to which it referred ; but 
if it snows a cause and shows an effect, and if your Lord- 
ships shall be of opinion that from that cause that 
effect has been shown to have sprung — that the effect 
followed the cause — the case of The Timea will be esta- 
blished. If, on the other hand, my learned friends' reply 
shows that there was some organization, some secret 
conspiracy, for which the leaders for whom thiur tais»x 
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were not responsible, I admit it may be possible to 
answer the case of The Timei. I can only regret thAt 
it has been necessary for me to occu^ so much of 
your time, but it was not possible to give a descrip- 
tion of tne case of The Times without making a foil 
and complete statement. There is nobody more alive 
than I am to the imperfections in my statement, or to 
the certainty that it will be said afterwards that I did 
not call attention to certain portions of the evidence. 
All I can say is this, that I hope hereafter to be 
able to render assistance in getting at what is the only 
object of this inquiry, and whatever my learned friend 
Sir Charles Bussell may say or think, the onlv object 
of The Times in appearing before your Lordships is 
that of investigating the whole matter and eliciting 
what IS the truth as to these charges and allega- 
tions. 

Sib C. Bussell. — It would be convenient, my Lords, 
if my learned friend would give us some indication ox 
the course he proposes to pursue with regard to the 
evidence. 

The Attobniet-Genebal.—I am sure I wish to ^ive 
my friend every assistance, but it would be impossible 
to indicate that now. Mr. Soames will communicate 
to Sir Charles Bussell's client to-morrow morning, aa 
nearly as possible,what the course of the evidence will 
be. I can only say that I will give every information 
I can in ample time to Sir Charles Bussell and his 
clients. I should like, before your Lordships adjourn, 
to^ mention that Monday is the day on which the 
Hibernian Bank are ordered to appear and produce 
their books. As your Lordships will not sit on Mon- 
day, the order will, I suppose, stand for Tuesday. 

The Pbesidekt assented. 

The Attobney-Qenebal. — May I also mention a 
matter which does *not actually concern my learned 
friends ? There are several files of a newspaper which 
come from the British Museum. They have to be 
brought here at 11 o'clock and taken away again at 4. 
The^ officials of the Museum are not m the least 
anxious to have them carried backwards and forwards 
every day, and we should be glad if they could be kept 
in some room m this buildiog. The adTantoge of thai 
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woald be that we could have accew to than aftor 
4 o'clock. 

Tluf Pkeszdxrt.— GeiiainlT they can be kept here, 
as manT other docnments of ioflnitely greater raloe 
are. Have you anything mofe to say, Itfr. Attoney f 

She AtTO&NXT-QjBfXBix.— Ko, mj Loid. 
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